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Persigny liad told Clarendon, this alone would pjrove, if any 
proof were required, that the article was inserted either by 
Palmerston or by Persigny. The ‘ Morning Post ^ derives 
its only importance from being the Gazette of Palmerston 
and of the French ferovernment, and it is not Very easy * 
determine which of the twf is guilty of^ thisidrticle. These 
are th#«K>rt of manifestos wivhich, make us so odious over 
the world. 

Hatchford, January 2n(t , — The speech which Louis i^apo- 
leon addressed to the Imperial Guard th^day befor# yesterday 
when they marched into Paris in triumph, gives reasop for 
suspecting that the manifesto against Prussia in the ‘ Morn- 
ing Post ’ was French, for there is no small correspondence 
between the speech and the article. In the article Prussia is 
openly threatened and told, if she will not join the allies iii 
making war on Russia, the allies will n^ake war upon her ; in 
the speech the Guards are told to hold themselves iiyjeadiness 
and that a great French army will be wanted. Nothing is 
more within the bounds of probability than tHat the Emperor 
may determine, if he is obliged to make wj^y, to^make it for 
a FrenchV)bject, and on some enemy from whom a good 
spoil may be taken, a war which will gratify i'rench vanity 
and cupidity, and which will therefore not* be ui^opular. 
He may think, and most probably not erroneously^ thlit in 
the ju’esenfe tee^ipcr of this country the people would be quite 
willing to let him do what he- pleg^ses with Brusca, Bel^um, 
or any other part of the continent, if he wij} only concur with 
us in making fierce war against Russia. But though this I 
believe to be the feeling bf the masses, and that their resent- 
ment against Prussia is so strong that they woul^jrejoige at 
seeing another Jena followed by similar results, the minority 
who are elevated enough in life to reason and reflect will by 
no means like to see France beginning to run riot a'^ain, and 
while we haye bee-;i making such an uproar <about the tem- 
porary *bccupation of the Principalities and the crossing of the 
Pruth by Russia, that we should quietly cBnsent to, nay, he- 
oome accomplices in the'^passage of the Rhipe^nd an aggres- 
sion oif Germany by France. The very possibility of this 
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sliowfif thfe Di^cessity of puttinof an end to a war which cannot 
continue without so many and such perilous contingencies. 
Nothing in fact can exceed the complications in which we 
can hardly help being plunged, and the various antagonistic 
igterests which will be brought into collision, creating per- 
plexities and dlfficu^jics which it would require the genius 
o^ a Richelieu to unravel and c#mpose. The earfSf under 
our%et may be mined with j^ots we know not what any of 
the Great Powers are really designing ; the only certainty 
for us is that we are going on blindly and obstinately spend- 
ing our wealth and our blood in a war in which we have no 
interest, and in keeping Europe in a state of ferment and 
uncertainty the ultimate consequences of which it is appal- 
ling ts contemplate. Clarendon showed mo a letter from 
Francis Baring from Paris the other day, which told him 
that the Emperor wished to make peace, because he knew 
that Frajjce, with all her outward signs of prosper! ty^ was 
unable to go on with the war without extreme danger, that 
she is in fact flsing herself up,’ has been gohig on at a rate 
she cannot ^ffordu, • ^ 

. J^atcJ^ord, January AtJi . — I was in London Yesterday, 
where I saw George Lewis, who was very low, sees no chance 
of peac5,*land ewrybody thinks it hopeless since the Russian 
CirciMar •has appeared. It i# difficult to understand the 
motive of the Russians in publishing such a pro^sal, when 
they^inust khow#it would qpt and could not bq accepted, and 
were also aware of the termatthe Western Powers were going 
to offer to her. Lewis says our financial prospect is very 
bad, a* declining revenue, rising prfces, a large loan wanted 
whicii will be got on bad terms, and more money to be lent 
to Sardinia and Turkey. He thinks, if the Russians propose 
to negotiate, that Palmerston will never coqsenfc; but though 
he will nS doubt resist, if France presses it I hj^ve no doubt 
he will give way and that the majority of the Cabinet pvill be 
for doing so. Everything looks as black as possible, and the 
Emperor Napoleon’s speech to the Imperial Guard following 
Persigny’s article in the ‘Morning Post’ wears a vejpy 
menaping aspect. It is possible indeed that he may have 
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Wable to the majontj Iiere, they will hail with satisfoc- 
l<m any intimation of his resolution to make war on 
Plrussia; and if Louis Napoleon will only gd on fighting 
i^instBussia, they will quite willing^ thai*he should taSe 
whatetsr he pleases from any other power which will Hot jdin 
na in onr present cmsade. I often wonder what the Dgle of 
'Wellington would have said and thought if he could have 
lived to see this day, and the madness ^f this nalson. 

London^ Jarmary 9th . — I came to town on Monday and 
found when I arrived that there was a fresh glimmering of 
peace. Austria had sent word she was inclined to believe 
that Russia intended to accept the terms. I went to JLewis, 
who told me this was true, hut he did not know on what 
ground their opinion rested more tl\an that ten days had 
elapsed during which no symptoms of a flat refusal had 
appeared, and Lewis himself thought there was no cToubt they 
were considewug whether they should accept or what reply 
they should make. Colloredo called on. Clarendon the other 
day, and/- after some unimportant talk,*asked him if he had 
ever heard, or had reason to believe, that Rus^a had made a 
communication to France to the effect that if Frawife had a 
mind to take the Rhenish Provinces and make p^ac^ with ' 
her, she should not oppose such a design, Claj'endon replied 
that he knew nothing of it, but thought it^ot«at all impro- 
bable. 

Bemstorff had a conversation with Reeve the dther day 
in which he told him that he was much put out at the 
isolated condition of Prussia, and gave him to undergtand 
that he should like the King to join the alliance, but he did 


not think anything would induce him to do so. It might 
perhaps be prudent, but it would be enormously base if 
Prussia wer^ to CG.me au secours des valnqueurs^ and, now that 
Russia^ is in exceeding distress, to join England and France, to 
whom she certainly is under no obligatiotfS, in crushing her. 
But then it would only '“be prudent for the moment and to 
removePan immediate and impending danger, for in the more 
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comprebensive view of the balance of power and with refer- 
ance to general policy, it would be far wiser to leave the 
power of Eussia undiminished. Germany has nothing to 
fear from Eussia, for the notion of her being eternally ani- 
mated with designs of conquest in every direction is a mere 
chim8er|» which %he people who propagate it do not themselves 
beli|ve. The part she has played for many years pftst has 
been that of a pacificator, anS hor only intervention has been 
to apj^ease quarrels, and resist the progress of democracy 
and revoliftion. In# 1848 it was the authority of the 
Emperor Nicholas which prevented a great war betweer 
Austria and Prussia ^which would have made all Germany a 
scene of havoc and bloodshed. Our Government now 
evideiffcly expect a proposal from Eussia to negotiate, and 
/ire living in hopes that it may be rejected in limine by 
Esterhazy, apd that 4hey shall be able to prevail on the 
Emperor iTapol eon not to consent to any overture that may 
be made to him through any other channel. 

January Ibtlu — I came to town yes terdaji morning and 
found on my arr>7aljthq Eussian answer, which was pretty 
much wfiat J expected. I suspect our GoveniSient will 
have been disappointed that so much was conceded as tO' 
make a peremptory rejection so monstrous as to be hardly 
safe. * HSwever, Esterhazy hat been ordered to withdraw on 
the 18th, uidess everything else is conceded.* Granville 
fancies they ax& not unlil§ely to do this, but I am per- 
suaded they wilV not. It^remains to be seen what the 
French will do, for all depends on them. I asked Granville 
what he thought .would be the end of it ; he said on the 
wJioh he was rather disposed to ^expect it would lead to 
peace; he said Austria did not mean to go to war with 
Eussia in*^.ny case, he thought she had played her cards 
with considerable dexterity, and made hersqjf a sort of 
arbitress, and, •what she most desired, had^ot decided lead 
of Prussia, the obiect of her hatred. I asked him if i^russia 
was terrified at the menaces contained in the Emperor’s 
speech and other.things agaifist her, and he said he thought 
she was irritated but not frightened, and he inveighed 
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against tlie folly of suclx speeches, ajid especially such 
articles as Persigny, if it was he, had put into the ‘ Morning 
Post.’ 

Jamiary 16tL—So far as I can as yet discover of public 
opinion, it is in favour of accepting, or at all events of nego- 
tiating on, the Eussian pfoposals. The ^ limes ’ has an 
ambiguous article on the subject. Nobody will approve of 
the continuation of the war merely to obtain an Ausinan 
object, which the cession *of Bessarabia is, and the article 
about Bomarsund, which has nothing tg do with the avowed 
object of the war. I have not the least doubt one half of the 
Cabinet, at least, are in their hearts of this opinion, but I am 
afraid they will not have the courage to stand forth, avow, 
and act upon it. 

January 17 fit * — I saw Lewis yesterday and for the first 
time saw something approaching to certainty of peace. 
His information was curious : the ^ Morning J^ost^j’ in the 
statement inserted by Persigny, said that the Eussians had 
rejected the co|iditions about Bessarabia, ani> about Bomar- 
sund and had accepted the rest. In th(^coi^iter^roposition 
of Eussia^ there was no mention of fioinarsund, •and for 
this very good reason, that no such i>roposalVas made to 
them. When the terms of Austria and Prance w<5te sent 
here our Government objected J;o that article which #aidi the 
allies reserredjjo themselves to mahe other conditions, or 
some such words. They, said it \jas not faiii, and that they 
should at once say what they wanted, and^aZZ they wanted, 
and the additions they proposed were that Bomarsund should 
not be restored, that Consuls should he admitted to the 
Black Sea ports, and that ‘ something ’ should be done afeout 
Georgia and Circassia, ^liis w^as their answer, and our 
allies agreed to these additions, but for what reason has not 
as yet appeared. ^They sent the terms to St. Pet^hurg in 
their original shaf e and without our articles, so that in 
fact iio Condition about Bomarsund was made to them. The 
Cabinet met yesterday to determine wbat Answer should be 
sent to Paris, the Prencl having notified jihat they would 
^ make n<f reply to the counterproposal till they were apprised 
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of our sentiments thereupon. Lewis said he had no doubt 
that both governments would be willing to enter upon nego- 
tiation on these terms, France and Austria being anxious 
for peace and our Government not averse, for they begin to 
^lerceive that there is a rapidly increasing disposition to put 
an end to the "rar, and particularly that nobody will desire 
td conftnue it merely to obtain an^exclusively Austria?* object, 
whrqji the cession of part of* Bessarabia would be, especially 
as Austria has no thought of gding to war. The Russian 
Governmofit have wj^tten in a very conciliatory tone to Paris, 
which is known, though the letter has not yet arrived. The 
King of Prussia had written a private, but very pressing 
letter to the Emperor of Russia entreating him to make 
peace^ Though very private, the French Government con- 
trived to get a copy of it, and Cowley sent this copy home. 

‘ It is said to be a very^able letter written in a most confiden- 
tial style. Such being the state of affairs and all parties 
apparenffy being agreed in a disposition to put an end to the 
war, it seeinedk to me quite certain that tl^e negotiations 
would be establyhei, and that they would lead to peace. In 
the evening I asked* Granville if he did not think^e should 
Aow certainl^ have peace, aud he said ‘ I think so, but there 
are stiHm great many complications,’ and he said Cowley and 
Watews^i were on such bad |erms that they hardly spoke. 
The fact is that Cowley is a gentleman and a^aa of honour 
and^veracity, bat he is sensitive and prone to take offence ; 
the other is an^ adventurer, a needy speculator, without 
honour,* conscience, or truth, and utterly unfit both as to his 
character^ and his capacity for such an office as he holds. 
Th^ it must be owned that it must be intolerably provoking 
to Walewski or any man in his sifuation to see Cowley esta- 
blished in such strange relations with the Emperor, being at 
least fdt* certain purposes more his Mihistej: for Foreign 
Affairs than ’V^alewski himself. 

12 0 ^ clock , — Payne has just rushed in here, to that a 
telegraphic mesSfeige, dated Vienna, ten o’clock last night, 
announces that ^ Russia accepts uribonditionally the proposals 
of the allies.’ The consequence of this astoundii% intelli-^ 
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geBce was such a state of coufusion and ex<^ement on, the 
Stock Exchange as was hardly ever seen before. The news- 
papers had one and all gone on predicting that the negotia- 
tions would lead to nothing, and that the war would go on, 
so that innumerable people continued to be ^ bears/ and they 
were all rushing to get out %s fast as they coulS. It remains 
yet to }9» seen whether it is*really true ; if it is, the Russians 
will be prodigiously provoked, when they find that this^on- 
cession was superfluous, and that the allies would •have 
accepted their terms. 

January 18th . — Though the account in the ‘ Times ’ was 
not exactly correct, it proved substantially so. The right 
message came from Seymour soon after. There was such a 
scene in the Stock Exchange as was hardly ever witnessed ; 
the funds rose three per cent., making five in the last two 
days. The Rothschilds, and all the Fncnch who were in the 
secret with Walewski, must have made untold sums^ I have 
been endeavouring to account for what appears the extra- 
ordinary conduct of Russia in accepting the '"Austrian terms 
purely and simply, and this strikes me tp he* the^ solution of 
it, and if Ihy idea is correct it will account for the**exceed- 
ingly bad terms which Cowley and Walewski are on. The 
conditions offered to Russia contained none*of thff^points 
insisted on by our GovernmenJ^. I believe that thep French 
'and Austrians believed, very likely were certain^ that if they 
had been sent Russia would have, refused tlfem,*and, bfe'ing 
bent on peace, they resolved to ^eave then> out, and excuse 
themselves to England as they best could; they therefore 
simply presented their proI)osal as it originally stood. Russia 
replied with a qualified acceptance, and then Esterhazy was 
obliged by the compact to say that he could only take yes or 
no ; then, finding them not inclined to give any other answer, 
that he or somebody else told them the true state of the case, 
viz., that he hp^d ke^ot back the conditions we had demanded, 
and that unless they accepted his propositiouy it must of 
necessity fall to the ground, and that nothing would then 
prevent the English point's being brought forward and made 
absolute "teonditions of any fresh preliminaries. This was 
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verj likely to ifetermine them to accept the proposals as put 
before them, for although by so doing they accepted the 
fifth condition, which exposes them to further and not speci- 
fied demands, the especial points on which we insist can 
<^ly be brought forward as points for negotiation, and will 
not form part o# tho^ conditions which by their acceptance 
tli^ stand completely and irrevocably pledged. 

ifondoriy January 1 jvent to Trentham on Friday, 

and returned yesterday. Granville is very confident of peace, 
fancying Miat Eussiatwill make no diflSculties, and will agree 
to our additional demands, which may be so, but seems 
to me far from certain. The intelligence of peace being at 
hand, or probable, gives no satisfaction here, and the whole 
pres8#is violent against it, and thunders away against Eussia 
and Austria, warns the people not to expect peace, and incites 
them to go cm with tlM) war. There seems little occasion for 
this, for^the press has succeeded in inoculating the public 
with such an eager desire for war that there appears a gene- 
ral regret at tUe notion of making peace. When I was at 
Trentham, J[ asJtedjM'r.^ Fleming, the gardener, a very intelli- 
gent mftn, what the general feeling was in that fart of the 
world, and he said the general inclination was to go on with 
the waV^ill wo had made Eussia, besides other concessions, 
pay fill i45S expenses. It uppers to me imiiossible the entente^ 
cordtale with 'France can go on long if the war goes on, when 
the*people *liere are pass^iiate for war, and^in France they 
are equally passionate forOjieace. If the Emperor goes on 
with tlie war lie will be very popular here, which does not 
signify imich to him, but give deep ‘offence to his own country- 
mea, which will be of vital importance to him, and no wonder, 
for their disgust will be intense at being compelled to carry 
on a wa:|; at a ruinous expense, merely because it is the 
pleasur# of the English to do so. This seepis so obvious 
that I do nob believe, after having gone^so fs^, and excited 
such strong hopes of peace, that he will dare to disappoint 
the expectations Sf the country. What the people of England 
would really like^ would be tef engage France to continue, and 
to issue a joint declaration of war against Austria an^ Prussia* ^ 
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January 23yc?. — Telegraphic news yesterday that Austria 
positively refuses to send our supplementary conditions to 
St. Petersburg. France backed us up, or at least pretended 
to do so, for it is quite impossible to know what she really 
does. Baudin is come over here, supposed to^ be for thp 
purpose of explaining and^ apologising for Walewski’s not 
having ^nt the conditions «priginally. T[ do not know what 
excuse he makes.^' Lewis thinks*as I do, that the real r^son 
was his fear lest they should endanger the acceptance by 
Eussia of the conditions. Our Grovernm^nt believe, lor at least 
pretend to do so, that the Emperor was innocent of this rme 
and that Walewski is alone guilty ; but I doubt it, for I can- 
not believe Walewski would dare to do such a thing without 
his master’s knowledge and consent, and should n^t be 
surprised if the whole thing was the Emperor’s doing. 

There is a tremendous clamour got up by the press 
against Lord Stratford on account of his neglect of General 
Williams at Kars and leaving his appeals for aid unattended 
to. Stratford ,^as sent home a defence of ^^iinself, and, I 
hear, a skilful one. I do not think tiles' will remove him, 
because tlft^ say he is now acting bond fide according to his 
instructions, and exerting all his influence to^ smooth any 
diSioulties that may arise at Constantinople ia adjusfti^ng the 
terms of peace. But it is likely that the Turks are ^gowwery 
anxious for»pe^ce, as they are exceedingly sick, of their pro- 
tectors, by whom their dignity and independence are ^uite 
as much compromised as by th4W.r enemies, while the jiro- 
cess of exhaustion is going on at a constantly increasing 
'ratio. 

January 26th » — Yesterday morning Disraeli called on^;me, 
and after we had discussed some private affairs, he began 
talking politics. He is very triumphant at his pacific views 
and expectations having turned out so true, and at tn^‘ Press^^ 
newspaper haying proved to be right. He said,, he had never 
stood sd well with the best men of his party as he did now, 
that he is to have forty-five men, the cifeam of the Con- 
servatives, to dine with Him on^Wednesday^next. He then 
talked of Derby and the blunders he had made in spite of all 
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tie advice lie had given and the remonstrances he had made 
to him, that he had written to him and told him what he 
knew from undoubted authority must and would happen 
about peace, and implored him not to commit himself to the 
continuance of the war, but that Derby with all his gi^at 
talents had ndsdiscretion, and suffered himself to be led and 
in^uenced by so^^ of the weakest and least capable^ men of 
his party. So instead of listening to what Disraeli said to 
him, die writes a long, reasoned* reply to his arguments in 
the sahie#way he 'should have replied to a speech in the 
House pf Lords, and when he went to Scotland he had the 
folly to go to sQme meeting got up for the purpose, and then 
to make a violent war speech. I asked him how Derby and 
Stanley got on together, and he said that they were so much 
attached to each other, and Stanley had so j^’ofound a filial 
veneration for his fa^ier, that personal feelings silenced all 
political^differenees, and nothing would induce Stanley to 
take any public part adverse to his father’s policy and 
opinions. It evident that there is .^little political 
cordiality jjetwpen jDerby and Disraeli, and a considerable 
split in^he jarty. If *Disraeli is to be believed, ^e best of 
the Conservatives are disposed to go with him rather than 
with but I own I much doubt this. However^ it will 

soom be^een what the state that party is. 

No further advance has been inade towai;^® arrange-^" 
meflts, butnt i» clear pea^e will be made. George Grey told 
me so yesterdayi^^ and intii»ated as much as that small diffi- 
culties ^nust and would be got over. France, Austria, and 
Hussia a^e resolved on peace, afid England cannot alone 
make herself an obstacle. I su^iDOse it will end in some 
compromise upon the points remaining in dispute. 

Macaulay has retired from Parliament, where he had done 
inothin^ since his last election; he hardly ever attended' and 
never spoke, yor certainly not more tha]% oncg. It is to be 
hoped his life will be spared to bring down his hfstory to 
the end of QueSh Anne’s reign, which is all that can pos- 
sibly be expected- • * 

January — Parliament meets to-day. WBo would ^ 
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have thought a few weeks ago that the Queen^s Speech 
would announce the preliminaries of peace? Who would 
ever have thought that tidings of peace would produce a 
general sentiment of disappointment and dissatisfaction in 
this nation? There are, however, sundry symptoms of am 
approaching change in the public mind. * The^ress is jinuch 
perplex<^ ; the newspapers do not know what to say. Tify 
confidently predicted that^ther^ would be no peace, ^nd 
urged the people to go on clamouring for war as long aS*they 
could ; but since they have seen that thek* noise is ii^ffectual, 
and that peace is inevitable, they have nearly left off inveighing 
against it, because doing so without any jesult only exhibits 
their own impotence, which is just what they most wish to 
avoid. They therefore now confine themselves to a sort of 
undergrowl, muttering abuse against Bussia and Austria, 
calling out for more stringent terms, axd still indulging in a 
desperate hope that some unexpected difficulty may^pccur to 
break off the negotiations and plunge us into war again. 
The Opposition are as much perplexed as th<<* press, and do 
not know what course to take, or what is the ^nost vulnerable 
*part of tliS Government, and they are not agjreed ®among 
themselves. 

So in the meantime they seem disposed to vedt ^them- 
selves in a fierce attack on Baron Parke’s Life Peer&ge. 
This peerage has excited great wrath even in inany who are 
friendly to the Government, and probably hi all who kre 
unfriendly. Amongst those who*‘'inost vehemently resent it 
are Lord Campbell, Lord Lyndhurst, and, as I am told, 
Brougham. There is much to be said about it either way, 
and it will probably give rise to some good debates and oot 
uninteresting. 

As one of many other proofs of the difficulty of getting 
at truth, and therefore of having history correctly writien, 
I must record|-a f£Wt not very important in itself. Lewis 
distinctly told me that it was France (i.e. Walewski) whc^ 
kept back our conditions when the Austrian proposition^ 
were returned to Vienna ; now Granville tells me it was not 
Prance, blit Austria, who is responsible for their not having 



MEETING OF FAELIAMENT. 


13 


18 ^ 6 ] 

been sent to St, Petersburg, and that WalewsH did send 
them to Vienna. The truth probably is that he gave notice 
to Buol that we wanted these things, but did not incorporate 
them with the propositions, and that Buol, though apprised 

them, did not choose to insert what France had not chosen 
to insert herSf^f. It is quite impossible to believe that they 
ftjui Aake any serious difficultjj; it is time to ni^e peace 
wnh when our relfifeions with America are assuming 

a Yexy unpleasant aspect. • 

Fehrv^ry Srd. — arliament opened very quietly, and there 
was no disposition evinced to find fault with the Government, 
or to throw obstacles in the way of making peace. A great 
change has certainly come over the country within the last 
fortijight or three weeks, not that people are not still sorry 
to see the end of the war, and rather inclined to view the 
peace with suspicioi^ as well as dislike, but they have no 
grounds for*complaint, they see that it is inevitable, and they 
are disused to acquiesce. 

Derby came down full of opposition but rather puzzled 
how to vent it,Vo Jje criticised the Speech, which was a very 
poor and Bald coniposltion, made a great stir a^out Kars, 
and annoudeed a fierce attack on Baron Parke’s Life 
Peerag% ^ 

Jntjie House of Commons everything was yery piano, and 
Disraeli quitp moderate. The Government ajpe much puzzled ' 
about this.unlpcky Life Peerage. The thing is done, and 
now they find themselves condemned by a large majority 
which includes all the Law Peers. If any vote can be taken 
on it in -^le House of Lords, theynvill be beaten. 

JThe Conferefices will begin in about three weeks, and 
probably be very soon over, for it^is the object of all parties 
to put an end to the enormous expense which, every day 
that th« war lasts, is increased, and no doubt is entertained 
by the well-ipformed that Eussia is in ^arnqpt, and will go 
through with it firmly and sincerely. The most uifpleasant 
Incident is the difference with America, which has a bad 
aspect, but when they learmthat are going to make peace 
with Eussia we flatter ourselves the Americans wift become 
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reasonable.* If a war should ensue it would be still more 
insane than the Russian war, for we should be fighting 
absolutely for no object whatever, and merely from the 
collision of the proud and angry feelings of the two nations. 
Neither would gain anything if the other were ^o give way 
and concede all that is in dispute as to tlje Ceiitral American 
question. r 

February 7t7i. — ^Nothing can be more extraordinary illan 
the lull here, after so much*sound and fury, while the nego- 
tiations and question of peace or war pending. « There is 
evidently a complete acquiescence in the coming peace, though 
if the terms are not as stringent as people expect, there will 
be a great deal of grumbling and abuse of the Government. 

The case with America looks bad, but nobody can 
seriously believe that war between the two countries can 
possibly arise out of such questions a« those now pending. 
It will probably end in the return of Crampton,^^and the 
return of Buchanan, suspension of diplomatic relations for a 
time, then fresh negotiations and a recon(^liation, but no 
war. e ; 

February 9th . — The debate in the House of Lv^rds on 
the Wensleydale Peerage was interesting but inconclusive. 
Lyndhurst made, as usual, a wonderful speech for ^is age. 
JHe contrived with much dextopity to avoid the quQ^tiou of 
legality, which he evidently thought he could not disprove ; 
Campbell and St. Leonards boldly pronourcednt illegal; 
Brougham admitted the legality ; all the ^ Jawyers but the 
Chancellor are dead against the Life Peerage. Out of 
the House, Lushington is clear for it; Pemberton Leigh 
against ; both of them have been offered and have refijsed 
peerages. The result appears to be that the patent 
is not illegal, but that there was no sufficient cause, and 
therefore thatjt was a great folly to deviate from' the usual 
course in Paris’s CLse. It is awkward, and both the Opposi- 

^ [Differences had arisen between the British and the Am^ican Gnyem- 
ineate in consequence of the enlistment of American citizens in the British 
army durii:\<j the war, and also with reference to the British possessions in 
cOentral America.] 
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tion and* the Government seem very mucli puzzled what 
to do. The best course on the whole seems to be (and it 
probably will so end) to confer on the Baron an hereditary 
peerage, and let the question of life peers stand over for the 
present, to be better considered and discussed hereafter when 
circumstances Vay require such a measure. 

•^Pafmerston made a very goo^ speech last night#on the 
Aniearican questions, judicfeus and becoming, and it was 
very well received. According tb present appearances the 
Governmqpt is in no^anger of being turned out, and if they 
make a peace which satisfies, and bring in and pass some 
good measures, they may actually become strong. 

February l^yth , — -^While the world is waiting with tolerable 
patic:gce for the opening of the negotiations, it has got two 
subjects to occupy and interest it, and to give rise to identy 
of discussion and dilute. The first is the Life Peerage 
question, which is become very embarrassing to its opponents 
and its advocates. There is a great majority of the lawyers 
against it, but ^ore on the score of its being improper and 
inexpedient ;pe^>a]w unconstitutional, than that it is abso- 
lutely illegal. The higliest authority in favour it seems 
to be Dr. Lufhington, who refused to be made a peer when 
a pecift^ wasj^ pressed upon him. The Government are 
deteimii^ed to fight it out, and on no account to give way. 
Nobody kno\^ with whom the project origin||ted, but there 
is a^ery generai idea that it was with the Prince. General 
Grey, however, told his brotlier, the Earl, that*the Prince had 
nothing to do with it, and that His Poyal Highness knew 
nothing Qf the matter till after* it had been settled. I 
cani^ot see how it* can be illegal ^ and neither the danger nor 
the inexpediency of making Life ]?eers is quite apparent to 
me ; but I think it has been a blunder, and that so great a 
novelty Sught not to have been suddenly sprung upon the 
world without any attempt to ascertain# hov^ it would be 
regarded, and Derby’s argument it is very difficult to meet. 
He says that \^en a certain prerogative has not been 
exercised for 400^years, suchdong disuse of it, if it does not 
amount to an abrogation of it, at all events throwiJ such a 
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doubt upon it as to make the exercise of it now exteedingly 
questionable, and it appears bj the precedents "that in ov^rj 
case of a Life Peerage it was done consensu procerumy or 
consensu procerum et communitatis, that is, by consent of 
Lords, or by Act of Parliament. The whole question is jso 
obscure and uncertain, that it is impossible to come to any 
satisfae^-ory conclusion drawn from precedents and us^fe. 
In spite of the resolution of the Government, I ^pubt 
whether they will not be compelled to give way in, some 
manner, for the Opposition appear tq be equally resolved 
not to let Baron Parke take his seat. 

The other subject is Sir John McNeill’s report,* which has 
already elicited violent articles in the papers, and will occa- 
sion hot debates in the House of Commons, perhaps in both 
Houses. The report furnishes a strong primd facie case 
against Airey and Gordon, Q. M. and A. Q. M. Generals, and 
par ricochet against Hardinge himself, also against Lucan 
and Cardigan. The accused parties vehemently complain, 
and insist upon being allowed to vindi(^te themselves. 
Probably in the course of the discussions a good deal of the 
truth, but not all, will come out. It may be doubted whether 
there is any part of our military administration,'^ as well as of 
our military operations during this war, on whiph it if, possible 
to reveal and explain everything without showing up the 
French, and tli^is has been the reason why all investigations 
and explanations have had such imperfect au4 unsatisfactory 
results. If the" charges of McNqill are true, it seems to me 
that the man most to blame was Raglan, who was supreme, 
omnipotent, and responsible, and who ought nqjb to have 
allowed the evils, which w^ere notorious, to go on accumu- 
lating, without applying those effectual remedies which, 
according to the report, were abundantly at his disposal ; but 
of course everybody will shilnk from casting the bWme post- 
humously upoTi hi::^!. The ‘ Times ’ has now fyund that the 
losses and sufferings of the army were erroneously and 
wrongfully attributed to the Government at home. McNeill 

t 

^ [Sir John McNeill had been sent to the Crimea end Constantinople to 
inrestigat^ the causes of the sufferings of the troops in the winter 1854-66.] 
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back with him notes of conversations with 
iEaglan, in .which Kaglan told him that most if not all of the 
things he Jead been so bitterly reproached for were all owing 
to the opposition and contradiction he met with from the 
french, Cadrobert especially. 

Cowley, wjV> called on me the day before yesterday, said 
bsLshdhld be very glad to have p^ace concluded, in o^er that 
our ^timate connexion an<^ dependence on each other might 
be at an end, for the difficulties •arising therefrom, and the 
impossibiyty of placj^ng any reliance on the French Min- 
isters, were a perpetual source of annoyance. He thinks the 
Emperor honest and true, but that he is surrounded by a 
parcel of men evefy one of whom is dishonest and false. 
The Emperor knows this, and knows what is thought of his 
ministers, but he says ^ What am I to do ? and where can I 
find better men who ^jill enter my service ? ^ 

Clarendon came here to-day to take leave of me on going 
to the Conference in Paris. He talks despondingly, but 
less about making peace than about making one that will 
be acceptable ier^ He augurs well from the choice of 
Hussiaiu Pienipoten^iarfes who are both personally^agreeable 
to him, for hb knows Orloff very intimately. When he took 
leave of JBruni^ow three years ago he said to him, ‘ If ever 
you^ee^a good chance of ^eace, let me know,^ and now 
Brunnow has^ sent him a message reminding him of what 
he Imd said^an^ telling him he now saw it. It was Clarendon 
who fixed on Paris for the Conference, everybody else being 
against*it, especi^ly the Emperor Napoleon and Palmerston, 
but Clarejidon thought the advantage of having personal 
communication With the Emperor himself outweighed every 
other consideration, and he is right. Louis Napoleon will 
be the arbiter, and the struggle will be between England 
and BuS^ia to get possession of him. Brunnow arrived at 
Paris to-day, j;he first arrival of the Plegipolf ntiaries, and 
he was received with great acclamations and manifestations 
of joy. Clarendbn is dissatisfied at Brunnow’s having got 
there first as if to steal a march^on him, but this is un- 
reasonable, as no particular day was fixed for theiif coming ^ 
VOL. II. 
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'"at once, and Clarendon migM have been the first if he had 
chosen it, and Cavour is to be there to-daj or to-morrow, 
February 21 sL — A week has passed since most of the 
Plenipotentiaries arrived at Paris, and we hear nothing of 
what has been going on amongst them ; at l^ast I hear 
nothing except that Clarendon writes wor# he is quite 
satisfied , with the Emperor^the Hollands, that all sArts^df 
intrigues are rife, Brunnow, Mo 2 «iy, and Madame do L^ven 
closeted together for hour^ and Madame de Lieven -^ites 
to me in melancholy mood, saying she ajiticipates ipany diffi- 
culties, and complaining of the eseigeances which she hears ot 
as probable, and how ungenerous as well as impolitic it is to 
make no allowance for the difficulty of thS Emperor’s position 
vis a vis of his own people, and to bear so hard upon^ him. 
From all this I infer that the Eussians have been informed 
that the Emperor ISTapoleon has engaged to back us up in 
our exigeances, the principal of which is probably the dis- 
mantling of Nicolaieff ; this may be inferred from what has 
appeared in the French press. The ‘ Journal des Debats ’ 
published an article saying we had no right i^to demand this, 
to which \he ^Siecle ’ replied asserting we had a right, and 
the article in the ^ Siecle ^ was copied into thd ‘ Moniteur,’ 
which was tantamount to a recognition and, apprcw^l of it. 
There are rumours afloat here that matters are not going on 
^satisfactorily Paris, and, tafeng all these tliyigs together, 
it looks as if the horizon was a little overcast, but as Oloff 
was only to arrive at Paris last pight nothing essential can 
as yet have passed. Meanwhile this country remains in the 
same passive and expectant state, so far behaving very well 
that there is not the least stir or any attempt to make peace 
more difficult, not a word said in Parliament, no meetings 
or petitions, the ‘ Times ^ nearly silent, and only an under- 
growl from time to time from the Eadical or i^lignant 
journals. But all who have had any opportunity of testing 
the stance of public feeling agree that the peace, be it what it 
may, will be taken with regret, and that if Clarendon were to 
return having broken off the negotiations, and to announce 
that the war would go on, he would be *hailed with the 
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greatest enthusiasm, and the ardour for war would break out 
with redoubled force. 

While this lull has been going on upon the great question, 
the world has been less passionately moved and interested 
b^ the affaif of the Wensleydale Peerage, and nobody has 
talked of anything else for the last ten days but this and 
tlUv CAmean Eeporl. The gei^ral feeling amongpt the 
lawyq;rs and in society is against the Life Peerage, but the 
Government are very reluctant to ‘give way and to own them- 
selves beatjpn upon it^ To-night is the great, and, it may be 
hoped, final struggle in the House of Lords upon it, when 
nobody doubts that the Government will be beaten. 

Last night the Evangelical and Sabbatarian interest had 
a great victory in the House of Commons, routing those who 
endeavoured to effect the opening of the National Gallery 
and British Museum ^n Sunday. The only man of impor- 
tance who sustained this unequal and imprudent contest was 
Lord Stanley. At this moment cant and Puritanism are in 
the ascendant, and so far from effecting any anti-sabbatarian 
reform, it will b| v^ry well if we escape some of the more 
stringeni measures agaihst Sundaj occupations ailfl amuse- 
ments with ’^hicli Exeter Hall and the prevailing S 2 )irit 
threaten ns. 

Fghrugry 24/A. — A letter firom Lady Clarendon, who says 
^the report aljout things going ill is false, an(^as*yet things 
have*hardly«begnu. The Emperor in feelings and opinions 
is everything that Clarendon could desire.’" Madame de 
Lieven Kjceived dlarendon a hras ouverUy but said very little 
to him. TJliis morning I called on George Lewis, and had a 
long Jalk about th5 prospects of peace. He said Palmerston, 
according to his ancient custom, was doing all he could to 
extort as much as possible from Russia, writing to Clarendon 
in this sitain constantly and urging him to insist on more 
and more concessions ; but Lewis thinks no^fpnth^tanding this 
that Palmerston has quite made up his mind for peaJe, and 
that he makes d^ands very often with the expectation of 
being refused, and the intention of^ot insisting on them it 
he finds a very determined resistance. One point of difference 
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is Kars ; the Russians not unfairly wish to have some equiva- 
lent for surrendering it, and Palmerston insists that they are 
not entitled to any. In the preliminaries it was settled that 
we were to restore all our conquests, and they were in return 
to give up part of Bessarabia, ^.t that time E!ars was no,t 
taken, and now they say the relative position#* of the parties 
are altered, and ‘ if we are to,restore Kars, that ought to be 
against the Testoration of Kinbtirn, the part of the Crimea 
you occupy, &c., and having got an equivalent in Kars, you 
ought to relax your demand for Bessiy’ahia.’ Tc^ this Pal- 
merston replies that the Russians are to guarantee the in- 
tegrity of the Turkish dominions, of which Kars is a part, and 
therefore their restoration of it is a matter of course for 
which no equivalent is necessary. This alignment is not 
logical, and no arbitrator would admit it. It is a good i)oint 
to wrangle upon, and if the Russian^ knock under it will 
be because they are resolved to submit to any terms rather 
than not have peace. 

It is much the same thing about Nicola^ff, as to which 
the Emperor appears at present disposed ijo b^ck us up. 
Lewis di^pproves of our exigeances and Palmerstoif’s tone. 
He thinks on both points the Russians have go5d cases, and 
that Palmerston and Clarendon are only fighting fo» them in 
order to have a more plausy^le and showy peac^ t# set 
before the country. He says we never thoughjt of demand- 
ing the destruction of the docks^of Nicolaieff first 
that our demanding it now is % mere afterthought, and in 
pursuance of the plan of starting as many demands as we 
can to take the chance of what we can get. Lewis disap- 
proves of this course, and urged me to encourage Clarepdon 
not to lend himself to exigencies unjust in themselves, hut 
to do what he really thinks right and necessary without fear 
of the conseq^uences. ^ 

When wethad«f done talking of this matter he said he 
wanted*to speak to me about the Peerage question, which had 
a ssumed a shape which he thought menaced great embarrass- 
ment, if not danger. The Government, he said, would not 
give way, and he was himself opposed to their doing so ; but 
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•what was to be done ? I said I did not see wbat the Govern- 
ment could do, nor why they should not give way when they 
had resolved to fight and had been fairly beaten ; but he 
thought thpy should stultify themselves by acknowledging 
ihejr had beeij wrong, and that such a course would oblige 
i^e Chancellor* to resign. I controverted these propositions 
an^ said they would stultify theftiselves much more/Tif from 
motives of vanity and pride they chose to let the House of 
Lords remain without that assistance to obtain which was 
the pretfet for Pafke’s creation. On the whole, Lewis 
eeemed to think the least objectionable course would be to 
pass a bill enabling the Crown to make a certain number of 
Life Peers, but he overlooked the fact that this would be as 
much a confession of error, and an acknowledgement that the 
Queen had no such prerogative, as to make Lord Wensley- 
dale an hereditary Pljer. My advice was to make him an 
hereditary Viscount. I was obliged to go away and had not 
time to talk it out. In the afternoon, I spoke to Campbell 
and Lyndhurst^bout it, and asked what they j)roposed, and 
how the difficulty '♦as U) be got over. They natiyfally want 
the Governujent to knock under and give up the hereditary 
peerage ; they both scouted the idea of Parke coining down 
to the ifouse oT Lords^ and insisting on being admitted and 
maffing^a scene, Lyndhurst to-night is to give notice ofi 
anotion for a* Committee to consider the AprJbllate Jurisdic- 
tion. • 

February 27 tk. — The dibate in the Lords on Monday 
night affords a prospect of an amicable termination of the 
Peerage Case, but the Government still have a lingering hope 
that by some management and c<witrivance they may avoid 
the necessity of submitting to their defeat and acting accord- 
ingly. ^here is to be a Committee on the Appellate J uris- 
diction, and they think they may obtain some» report which 
may enable them to get out of their scra]^, bift the <mly way 
I can make out j;)y which they think of doing this is to lay 
the foundation of a bill to enable the Crown to make a 
limited number of Life Peers! This would, however, |;je a more 
formal acknowledgement of error, and that the Queen does • 



22 


EEiaN OF aiTEEN VICTOfelA. 


[Ohap. XI, 


not possess the prerogative, than anj other course. I expect 
they will at last be driven to adopt the course I recommended, 
that of making Parke a Viscount, hereditary of course. 

Last night, Disraeli made a bitter attack on^the Govern- 
ment, to which Labouchere replied with a spirit for which 
nobody gave him credit. 'The Opposition displayed gr^t 
warmt£, and a disposition fo shojiv serious fight on any o<!ca- 
sion they could find. Certainly the Government cuts very 
poor figure, and it is difficult not to think that as soon as the 
all absorbing question of peace or waif is decided', they will 
be much put to it to defend themselves, unless they conduct 
affairs much better for the future than they have done up to 
the present time. Hitherto they have presented a series of 
blunders, failures, and exposures. First of all the Peerage 
question; then, much worse, in the House of Commons, Lowe’s 
Bill on Shipping Dues, which Palmerston was obliged to 
withdraw last night, not at all creditably, and the failure of 
which was in a great measure attributable to Lowe’s very 
injudicious speech, which, as he is the orga^" of the Board of 
Trade inofehe House of Commons, was in itself a great evil 
and misfortune. George Grey’s Bill on County, Police meets 
with such opposition that though it is a very good :gieasure 
he will probably not be able to carry it. BuFstill worse than 
* these are the case of the Criinean Report with ali its inci- 
dents, one blunder after another, and the wretched exhibition 
of Monsell in moving the Ordnance Estimates, amounting to 
a complete break-down. All these things, one after another, 
place the Government in^a very weak and contemptible posi- 
tion, and show that in spite of Palmerston’s’ having’ recovered 
a good deal of his pertional popularity in the House of 
Commons, his Government has no strength, and his being 
able to go on at all is only owing to the peculiar circum- 
stances in Which ^the country is placed, and the extreme 
difficulty of any other Government being formed which 
would be palateable to the country, more efficient, and there- 
fore stronger and more durable^ than the present. 

To-u3.drrow I purpose going to Paris to see and hear what 
is going oh at this interesting moment. 
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Paris, March Ist, 1856. — I left London on Thursday with 
M. de Flahault and my brother. We slept at Boulogne, and 
after a prosperous journey in all its stages, found myself in 
my old quarters at the Embassy yesterday evening at seven 
•o’clock. I ha^ hardly arrived before a card came from Morny, 
who ^ave a ^reat .evening party with two petites pi^es and 
^liisic. I went there with^Lady* Cowley. The crow€ was so 
great that I saw nothing whatever of the spectacle, but was 
pretty well amused, for I met some old acquaintance, made 
some new ones, an^ was presented to some of the celebrities 
of the day. I was much struck with the ugliness of the 
women, and the extreme recherche of their costumes. Nature 
has done nothing for them, their modistes all that is pos- 
sible. The old friends I met were La Marre andBourqueney,. 
whom I have not seen since he was Secretary of Embassy 
to Guizot, jvhen we 4iad so much to do together about the 
affairs §f the East. I made acquaintance with Fleury, the 
Empress’s Grand Ecuyer, renewed it with Bacciochi, and I 
was presented ^o Cavour and the Grand Yizier, as little like 
the beau iieal of alGrajid Yizier as can well be imagined, but 
by all Accounts a Turk comme il y en a peu, is a very 
little, dark, spare, mild-looking man, speaks French perfectly, 
and eAeediifgly clever, well-informed, enlightened, and 
hoftoumble. He was Grand»Yizier once before, and owes his 
present elemtion to his great personal merit. 'He accepted 
the post with ^luctance,/eeling sure Stratford would torment 
him to death a<id get hinf turned out again, but it seems as 
if his*high qualities, and the general respect with which he 
is regarded, wojild enable him to maintain himself against 
all* intrigues, and even against Stratford’s predominance. I 
met Clarendon, but had hardly any opportunity of talking to 
him, as he was every moment interrupted by people come up 
to do civilities to him. He had just time to tell me that 
matters are ^oing on very slowly, and tffht he sees po reason 
why he should^not be kept here for the next six months,. 
Orloff had met him d bras ouve^ts and renewed their old 
Petersburg friendship. Brunnow he is disgusted^with, and 
says he has made a bad impression here. He told me he had 
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to Brunaow; ‘You were in England long^enongh to 
kftow what a special pleader is; well, if aU other trfedes 
.E\iou\d fail you, take to that.’ 

Orloff spoke very frankly about the war, and the conduct 
of the late Emperor, which he had always regarded as insane 
in sending Menschikoff to (JonstantinopJe. If he had sent 
him, Orloff, instead, he would answer for it, there wopld 
have been no war. Then marching into the Principalities, 
and finally not accepting the modifications of the Vienna 
Note. After this, Orloff said, he had declined to have any- 
thing more to do with those affairs, and had retired in 
disgust. He thought Nicholas’s mind had undergone a 
change after he had reached sixty years of age. 

Clarendon said he was delighted with the Einperocr and 
liked him better and better every time he saw him. I 
met Walewski, who said he wanted t»^ talk to ^ne, when he 
expressed great anxiety to know the state of opinion in 
England, and talked of the chances of peace, and particularly 
wished to know if I thought Palmerston realty and sincerely 
desired p^ace. I told him the exacts tru\h as ta opinion in 
England, and said I believed Palmerston was iiqw sincere in 
wishing to make peace, but that it was in his nature to be 
exigeant, and he thought it necessary to be so now because it 
.was of great moment to himdo present to the ceantlfy a 
peace with as many concessions as possible from Eussia. I 
said it depended on France after aU, and then I found that 
while they thought Bomarsund‘ ought to he an indispens- 
able condition, Nicolaieff ought not ; and so we parted, and I 
promised to dine with him on Monday. 

This morning after breakfast I had a long conversation 
with Cowley. He did not speak despondingly of the peace, 
but he dilated on the difficulty of coming to satisfactory 
terms, and sicch as Clarendon could consent to, which he 
attribui^s principally to the French, who, havfeig gained all 
the glory they want for the satisfaction of their national 
vanity, have no longer any desire to go on with the war, and 
we are placed by them in a fix. ‘ If,’ he said, ‘ our army was 
, in Asia Sfinor he should not care, because then we might say 
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^0 them^" jast what you please, make peace if it suits you, 
we shall not resent it or have any quarrel with you, but we 
wiU ^arry on the war on our own account. As it is, if we 
insist on renewing the war, the French cannot, and would 
]8ot abandon us, and leave us to be attacked by superior 
Kussian armies; they would therefore very reluctantly go 

witTi the war, but it would bo well known that we were 
dragging them on with us, and the exasperation against 
us would be great and general, and, say what we might, 
a quarrel between J'rance and England would infallibly 
ensue.^ He said all the objections he had entertained against 
Paris being the place of conference had been more than 
realised, and that the thing to have done would have been 
to h^ve it in some dull German town, where there would 
have been no amusements and occupations, and no intrigues, 
and where they woulc^have applied themselves vigorously to 
their work in order to get it done as quickly as possible. I 
have not, however, as yet made out what intrigues there 
are, but there i.^ of course a vast deal of commerage going on. 

The cogferqaceg take p>lace every other day, beginning 
at one, find they generally last about four hours, ^i^alewski 
presides, andj they say, does it pretty well; M. Benedetti, the 
Chef de %Depa];tement in the Foreign Office, is the Proto- 
colliet ^nd Eedacteur; the ipanner of it is conversational^ 
but they occasionally make speeches, Walqjwski told me. 
I aSked Clarendon in the evening how they were going on, 
and he said he thought th%y were making a little progress, 
but tEat the French did all they could to render it im~ 
possible. • 

I called on irfadame de Lieven in the morning, who did 
not seem to know much beyond what lies on the surface. 
She is craving for news and ’eager for peace. Orloffhas kept 
aloof frcftn her, to her great mortification, and^ rather to the 
malicious satisfaction of her enemies, butrhe went to see her 
at last the day before yesterday, and, I suppose, accounted for 
the delay, for shd spoke of him as if they were friends, though 
of course she would take care not to say a word of complaint 
or to have it supposed, if she could help it, that’ he had ^ 
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neglected her. She complained that in onr exigeance we did 
not make allowance enough for the difficulties of the Emperor 
of Eussia^s position, for, however necessary peace might be to 
Eussia, there is a very great party there who fr^m pride and 
obstinacy would carry on the war at all lisks and hazard©. 
She talked much of the enormous faults that* had beqn com- 
mitte<3?" throughout the whole of the Eastern Question, ^d 
of the severe retribution the pride of the late EmpercWr had 
drawn down on his country, and remarked, which is quite 
true, that this would be the first time ill the historj- of Eussia 
in which she had made a disadvantageous peace ; for even in 
her wars against Napoleon, when she had suffered defeat 
after defeat, she had still concluded peace with a gain of 
territory. I saw the Hollands, Guizot at Madame de 
Lieven’s door, called on Lady Clarendon, and then went to 
ride with Lady Cowley in the Bois, and so the* evening and 
the morning were the first day. The weather is^^cold and 
gloomy, and I don’t think I shall stay here long. 

March Srd , — Went about visiting yestertlay, and at night 
to tlie Tijiileries, an evening party and pMy, two small pieces ; 
the Emperor was very civil to me as usual, c^jtne up to me 
and shook hands ; he talked to Orloff and to Clarendon, then 
the Grande Maitresse told him the Empress Was ready, when ^ 
he went out and came back with her on his arm, Mathilde, 
Princess Murat, and Plon Plon following. Ad the Emperor 
passed before ..me, he stopped and presented’ me to the 
Empress. I was introduced to^ Orloff, an^. in the course of 
the evening had a long talk with Brunnow, who said they 
had made all the advances and concessions they^could, and 
it was for us to move towards peace, and not to advandfe one 
step and then retreat two. , 

This morning I went to see the opening of thet^gislaftive 
bodies, and hear the Emperor’s Speech. It was a gay and 
pretty ^sight, *so f^ll of splendour and varioilB colours, but 
rather theatrical. He read his speech yery well and the 
substance of it gave satisfaction ; it was not easy to compose 
it, but jbe did it exceedingly well, and steered clear of the 
ticklish points with great adroitness and tach It sounded 
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odd to English, ears to hear a Eoyal Speech applauded at the 
end of each paragraph, and the shouts of ‘ Vive TEmpereur ’ 
from the Senators and Deputies. 

After Ci>wley came home he began talking over the state 
Of affairs, and the peace we are going to make, about which 
^jis gjfief and Sisappointment are overflowing. He says the 
Emperor had the best intentions, but has been beiet with 
meii^who were determined on peace for their own ends, and 
whom he coidd not resist. What he blames him for is not 
having af once said that he would go so far with us and no 
further, and not have allowed us to delude ourselves with ex- 
pectations of support from him that were not to be realised. 
He says it is now all over, the matter decided, it will proceed 
rapidly, and all be finished by Easter. 

Ai night . — I have been dining with Walewski, a very 
handsome dinner to Mie Sardinians, and a party afterwards. 
Knowing none of the people, it was a bore ; I found nobody to 
converse with but Cavour and Elahault ; talked over the state 
of affairs with the latter and our discontents. He said the 
Emperor <foul^ no^; refiise, and when Clarendon ^ame over 
and found IJis Majesty’s conversation so satisfactory, he was- 
misle^by it and fancied he should obtain his support to all 
our demands ; *he owned that it would have been better if the 
Emf)ercfr had been more expltcit. When I got home I found 
Colley, who* was engaged in drawing up a statdinent of the 
comparative s^ate of Eassia, as to her aggressive power 
against Turkey l»efore the #ar and now, after peace has been 
made. He is doing this for Clarendon and to assist him in 
making his casp good in Parliament when the peace is 
att^ked, as he says it is quite certain it will be. I asked 
him what were the points on which the Eussians made the 
most di|&culty. He said on all except Bomarsund. He is 
quite convinced that Walewski has played fal»e, and that he 
has made kndwn to Orloff exactly what hf must giv% up, and 
when he may bq^ stout, 

March hth . — Little to record ; ^Cowley continues talking 
to me of the state of af&.irs as it is and as it might Imve been, 
and is excessively dejected and disgusted at the idea of the* 
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{>eace he is about to sign ; he thinks it neither creditable nor 
likely to be durable, but we start from such different points 
of view that it is impossible for us to agree. He harps upon 
the evil done by having the Conference here, and certainly 
the advantage Clarendon promised himself from having it 
here has proved null, for the Emperor does not send f^r him, 
having no mind to talk to him, and he will not ask 4n 
audience of the Emperor, though Cowley urges him very 
much to do it. He acknowledges, however, that it would 
be now too late, and that nothing niure can be done ; he 
thinks Clarendon will bring himself with great reluctance 
to sign such a Treaty ; but he must swallow the pill, however 
bitter. The bitterness proceeds from having had such vast 
pretensions and having encouraged, if not held, such.Jofty 
language. 

It is no wonder that this Government want to get their 
army home when typhus is raging there, and the^^ have by 
their own account 22,000 men in hospital, while ours is quite 
healthy. We took all sorts of precautions, and strongly ad- 
vised the^Erench to do the same, and^to ajopt a sanitary plan 
we imparted to them ; they held it cheap, did nothing, and 
here are the consequences. It is said that while those who 
have been in the Crimea and have distinguished themselves 
^re eager for peace, those who have not yet earned m^^dals 
are averse to peace, and that there will be a good deal of 
jealousy between the regiments. ^ 

March 6th , — We talked yesterday mqrning about the 
origin of the Austrian proposals, and Cowley said he had 
never been able exactly to make out whether the seheme had 
originated at Vienna or h^re, but he was inolincd to believe 
that the first hint was given by Austria, and that Walewski 
then put the thing on paper, which was sent to Yienna and 
returned thence in the shape of a proposal. Bourqueney 
£rst brought it Vroin Vienna, Buol havings obtained his 
Emperor’s consent to it. Cowley told me Bupl had been all 
along willing to join us in the war, but the Emperor never 
would consent to it. Cowley’s notions are that we never 
ought to have listened to any intervention, nor to any pro- 



1866] BITTERNESS IN FRENCH SOCIETY. 2& 

posals for peace but from Eussia herself, that we should have 
made her sue for peace. He would have had our demands 
from the first stated distinctly, and have allowed of nothing^ 
but acceptance or refusal ; he would never have agreed to the 
article for the cession of Bessarabia, nor have asked for terri- 
tory all. I^it could have be^n managed he would have 
pJbferred giving the Principalities to Austria, who shcmld for 
then# give up Lombardy to Sardinia. Not a bad idea. By 
the by, it is much noticed that in the Emperor’s Speech he 
calls the King of Sa»linia the King of Piedmont, probably 
without any particular meaning or intention, but they say 
he never does anything without a meaning. I rode to the 
new racecourse yesterday, near the Bois de Boulogne, and 
went*to the Opera last night to see a beautiful new ballet, 

^ Le Corsaire.’ Went to Passy to see the Delesserts, who were 
out. ^ • 

In tl^s head quarter of gossip every trifle makes a noise, 
a little scene in society excites interest and shows the con- 
tinued violence of party feeling. A party dined at Lord Hol- 
land’s and irore, car^e in the evening, mostly, as it happened, 
Orleani^s, for the Hollands live with all parties indiscrimi- 
nately, There were Mesdames de Eemusat, d’Haussonville, 
and sevefal others of that colour, when the door opened and 
MMf de fPlahault and Morny^werc announced, on which th^ 
women all jumped up like a covey of partridges tind walked 
out of the ]t>om^ without taking any notice of the men. It is 
said that the Oijeanist pa^fcy entertain a peculiar rancour 
against* M. de Plahault for having seen behind a door or 
a curtain •the arrest of General Changarnier on the 2nd of 
Dec(Mnber, which he afterwards ha^ the folly to avow. 

At night — Just before dinner came an invitation to go to 
the Tuileyes to-night, which with much reluctance I was 
forced to do. Two jpetites pieces as on Sunday. I did not 
attempt to g«fc into the gallery, and sat€n the nexj room, 
first with Brunnow, then with the Grand Vizier, who is 
become a great friend of mine. The Emperor did nothing 
but take off one Plenipotentiary after another: first Cla- 
rendon, next Buol, then Orloff, and lastly Walewski, and , 



30 . 


REIGN OF QUEEN VICTORU, 


[Chap. XI, 


probably more was done there than at the Conference in the 
morning. Brunnow and Walewski both told me the affair 
was progressing, and Cowley seemed veiy low coming home. 
His dejection is extreme, and he said this morning that he 
could not recover from his extreme disappointi&ent at the 
conduct of the Emperor, that he had always hai a bad opinion 
of Walewski, and no reliance on him or any of the mihistei? 2 », 
but he would have staked his life’ on the Emperor’s rei^ain- 
ing true to us, that he had always assured our Government 
that they might depend implicitly oi\,him, and^^it was a 
bitter mortification to him to have been deceived himself 
and to deceive them. 1 asked him how Clarendon felt all 
this, and he said Clarendon had never spoken to him about 
it, and preserved a calmness which astonished him. ^ What,’ 
I asked, ‘did the Cabinet at home say?’ He said, ‘'^’hey 
seemed to place entire confidence in Clarendon, and to leave 
all power and responsibility to him.’ 

March Sth , — Called on M. de Greffuhle yesterday^* whom I 
had not seen for years. He is eighty, enormously rich, full of 
activity and intelligence, Orleanist by social habits, but well 
affected -Eowards this Government and not hostile to the 
Emperor, though despising his Government. He said that 
he was compelled to make peace, and that it ^ould ^pojt him 
Jiis Crown if he did not ; that something would hap^pen^^and 
then he would rbe upset, so great would be the consequences 
of his running counter to the universal desire, for peace here ; 
that the finances are in a very difficult state and there must 
be another loan, but it would not be contracted like the last, 
which was a piece of absurd charlatanerie, 

I went in the afterno^on to see the Imperial stableSj^ a 
wonderful establishment ; and then the stallions, near Passy. 
In the evening to Madame Baudon’s, where I was presented * 
to General Cpaignac, but had no conversation with him. 
He is a^ tall, gentiemanlike man with a very military air. 

I was surprised to see him there in the midst of the Legiti- 
mists, he, a republican, but it seems he was bnce near marry- 
ing Madame Baudon, wh6 was sous-gouvemante des Enfants 
de Frande when Madame de Gontaut was Gouvernante. 
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, March 9th . — ^Went about visiting as usual. Called on 
AcHlle Fould, who introduced me to Magne, Minister of 
Finance, said to be a great rogue. Everything here is in- 
trigue and jobbery, and I am told there is a sort of gang, 
of which Mdmy is the chief, who all combine for their own 
purpose and advantage : Morny, Fould, Magne, and Rouher, 
MinistSr of Commerce. They uqw want to get out Billault, 
Minister of the Interior, wlfbm they cannot entirely manage, 
and that ministry is necessary to them on account of the 
railroads, yhich are rg^ider his management. Fould was full 
of civilities and offers of services, and he told me the 
Emperor has a mind to talk to me ; whether anything will 
come of it I know not. I went thence to Madame de Gal- 
liera’^ where I met Thiers and made a rendez-vous with him 
for to-day ; then to Madame de Lieven who had had Orloff 
with her; lastly to Madame de Girardin and renewed our 
old acquaintance, dined with Delmar, and came home to a 
great parly here. 

March called on Thiers yesterday, and had a 

long talk with him ;^he declared he was happier unemployed 
and quit# free than he had ever been ; he had been all for the 
war, and was ftow as much for peace — like every other French- 
man he* c^nsidejyed it a necessity ; anxious as ever for the 

• Engl^h alliance, and ridiculed the idea that we had not ac-,^ 
complished everything that our honour and g^piT required ; 
bitte#* against tiiis Government, and maintained that the 

• Emperor might very satefy^relax the severity of it without 
giving up anything ; indignant with the peculation and cor- 
ruption th^t prevailed, and the abominable acts of injustice 
committed, one df which he mentioned towards his own 
family. Very pleasant as usual. 

* The news of the day was the dangerous illness of King 
Jerome,' ^liose life hangs on a thread. This mourning I went 
to St. Germains to see a stag hunt in thertbrest — a curious 
sight, with the old-fashioned meute ; the officers, and those pri- 
vileged to wear thfe uniform, in embroidered coats, jackboots, 
and cocked hats ; piqueurs on horseback and foot with vast 
horns wound round their bodies ; the costume and the sport , 
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exactly as in the time of Louis XIV., rather tiresome after a 
time. The old chateau is a melancholy delahre buildipg, sad 
as the finishing career of its last Royal inhabitant. ,^The^ 
recollections come thick upon one — Anne of Austria and the 
Tronde, Louis XIV. and Mademoiselle de la Vallifere— ifcr 
here their lives began. When the Queen was here she insisted 
on beiNg taken up to see Mademoiselle de la Valli^re’s apart- 
ment, to mark which some sligh‘t ornaments remain. cHere 
too James II. held his dismal Court and cameJl) his unhappy 
and bigoted end. After it ceased to be a palace^ it became 
successively a prison, a school, and a barrack, and now the 
Emperor has a fancy to restore it, I went at night to a 
great concert at Walewski’s, where I fell in with Clarendon, 
and found he was quite prepared to makepeace even o^sucli 
terms as he can in which I encouraged him, and. to my 
surprise he said he did not think it ^ would be a bad peace, 
though it was not so good as we might have gpt if the 
generals had done all they might, or if we had had another 
campaign. He asked me how I thought people would look 
on#it in England, and I told him from I,hea?;d I thought 
now the wish was for peace, and that the peace wouM be well 
enough taken. This he now thinks himself,* and he said 
peace would certainly be concluded before 41^0 ewid’ of the 
«^ 2 nonth. 

March — From Cowley’s account the Conferences 

appear to be drawing to an end, as a committee has ‘been 
formed to draw up the Treaty. »Jt consist^ of Cowley, Boiir- 
queney, Brunnow, Cavour, Buol, and the Grand Vizier.® Cowley 
is still bemoaning the insufficiency of the termsf and While 
he admits the necessity pf peace here, maintains that if the 
Emperor would only have joined us in insisting upon the 
terms we wished to impose, it is certain the Russians would 
have consenied to everything, for he says they ifow know 
from qnquestionSfele information that the Russians expected 
much 'iiarder terms. The Emperor was, however, so beset by 
his entourage, and so afraid of running the slightest risk of 
the Russians breaking off the negotiations, that h^ -^duld 
not insist on anything which he was not certain the. . 



THE CIECASSIANS. 


would agree to, and Cowley says lie thinks Clarendon was 
net so fitm as lie miglit have been, and if he had pressed 
tjie Emperor more strongly, that the latter would have 
. ydelded and told Orloff that, though anxious to make peace, 
was still more anxious to continue on good terms with 
us, and that if 4he Eussian Government wanted peace, 'they 
would only have it on such and ^uch terms. All thi^ may 
be tiane, and I am myself* inclined to think the Eussians 
would have %reed to our terms, if those terms had been 
heartily backed up by^lie Emperor ; but except to give some- 
thing more of a triumph to the English public, I am not of 
opinion that the difference between what we required and 
wh,at we shall get is worth much. When the denouement is 
beforg the world, it will a^ipear how insane it was to plunge 
into such a war^ nnd that the confusion and unsettled state 
of a&irs which will he^ihe result of it are more dangerous 
to the stability of the Turkish Empire than the ambitious 
designs of Eussia ever were. Whether the Emperor Nicholas 
was premature or not in his idea of ‘ the sick man,^ it will 
soon appea^ ho^ sipk tlie man will be left by the doctors 
who ha'^ stepped in to save him, and I believe tie botde- 
v^rsement of the old Turkish dominion will have been greatly 
icceler^tod by tlie war and the consequences which will flow 
rrom*the^successes of the alliej. 

What Cowley particularly laments over is ^hairing failed 
to dismantle Ni^olaieff and to stop the outlet from the Bug 
tq the Black Sea^ and having got no satisfactory arrange- 
ment wfbh regard to the Circassian coast and the contiguous 
prdvinces •which were ceded to Eussia by the Treaty of 
Adri^nople. We 'wanted that Eussia should acknowledge 
the independence of these provinces or of some part of them ; 
but I cannot see of what use this would have been, and it 
would hale been a matter of the greatest difficulty how to 
secure their . uidependence and. under wjint Government. 
There is a sort of sympathy with the Circassians in Ei%land, 
which wopld'ha^ made some stipulations with regard to 
,them\poptllar; djpt the independence would be illusory, 
sopn reassert her authority, and ou^ stipi^- 
VOii. H. . ^ _ D 
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lations would become a dead letter, or we should be involved 
in endless disputes without any satisfactory results. As to 
forming another coalition for the sake of semi-barbarous 
nationalities on the coasts of the Caspian, nothing would be 
more impossible. England herself, who will Soon recover 
from her madness, would not hear of it, and Jrancef still less. 
The wr was founded in delusion and error, and carfied ^ 
by a factitious and ignorant enthllsiasm, and we richly deserve 
to reap nothing but mortification and disa|^pointment in 
return for all the blood and treasure 'vjje have spent. 

March IQth , — We passed the day in momentary expec- 
tation of hearing of the Empress’s confinement. No news 
arrived, but at six in tbe morning we were awakened from 
our beds by the sound of the cannon of the Invalides, 
which gave notice of a son. Will his fortune be more 
prosperous than that of the other Koj'al and Imperial heirs 
to the throne whom similar salvoes have proclaimed? It is a 
remarkable coincidence that the confinement was ^ difficult 
and dangerous as that of Marie Louise, with the same 
symptoms and circumstances, and that the doctor accoucheur 
(Duboisf in this instance was the son of the Dubois who 
attended the other Empress. From all I hear the event was 
received here with good will, but without ^le le^st enthu- 
siasm, though with some curiosity, and the Tuileries Gardens 
were crowided. People were invited by the police to illumi- 
nate. .4 
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CHAPTEE XII. 

Ij^rd Clarendon’s favourable View of the iPeace — General Evans’ Proposal to 
'embark after the Battle of ^iikei*ritan — Sir E. Lyons defencls Lord 
Kaiflan — Peace concluded — Sir* J. Graham’s prloomy View of Affairs — 
Edward Ellice’s Plan — Favourable Reception of the Peace— A Lull in 
Politics — A Sabbatarian Question — The Trial of Palmer for Murder — 
Defeat of the Opposition — Danger of War with the United States — 
Ristori as an Actress — Defeat of the Appellate Jurisdiction Bill — Return 
of the Guards — Baron Parke on the Life Peerage — Close of the Session — 
O’Donnell and Espartero in Spain — Chances of War - Coronation of the 
Czar — Apathy of the Nation — Expense of the Coronation at Moscow— 
Int«i*fereuce at Naples — Foreign Relations — Progress of Democracy in 
England — Russia, France, England, and Naples — Russian Intrigues with 
France — ^The Bolgrad Question — The Quarrel with Naples — The Forma- 
tion of Lord* Palmerston’s Government in 1855 — Death of Sir John 
Jervis “-•Bir Alexander Cockburn’s Appoiniment — James Wortley 
Solicitor-General — Conference on tlie Treaty of Paris — Low Church 
Bishops -Leadership of the Opposition — Coolness in I*aris — Dictatorial 
Policy to j^’azil.^ 

London^ H^rch 2lst^ Good Friday , — I left Paris on Wednes- 
day mounjjQg with. Mr. and Mrs. Eeeve, dined at Boulogne, 
• crossed over in the evening, and arrived in London yesterday 
morning at eleven o’clock. ViThen near Folkestone we were 
cangkt in a^fog,, lost our way, and were very near having 
to anchor and pass the niglii^at sea. After a vast deal of 
wffistling and bellowing, stopping and going on, the fog 
cleared a lyttle, lights became visible, and we entered the 
harbour with no •other inconvenience than having made 
a long detour, and being an hour later than our proper 
time, r regretted leaving Paris, where I was treated with 
so much iifiection and hospitality, and on the whole very 
well amused. On Monday, I dined with jfce Duchesse de 
Mouchy ; on Tuesday night Clarendon came after Sinner 
to see me before fbj departure, and we had some talk about 
the peace and the terms. He spok^ very cheerfully about , 
it, and seems not at all dissatisfied, nor to feel any^alarm 

. » 2 
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about its reception. As Jt is, without at all acknow- 
ledging that he has made any sacrifices, he considers that 
the influence he has acquired for England, particularly with 
Austria and Turkey, is far more valuable than any items 
of concession from Eiissia would have been. Buol told h^n 
that he was now quite convinced that England w^as the 
Power to which Austria nn»st really look with confidence iffid 
reliance on her honour and friendship, and the Turk w^:S still 
more warm and vehement in assurances of the same kind. 
This was elicited from the Austrians by the fact of England 
having supported the condition of the Bessarabian cession, 
while France took part with Eussia and threw Austria over. 
Moreover, Clarendon does not, like Cowley, complain of the 
Emperor Napoleon, but speaks with great satisfaction ^of His 
Majesty’s conduct to him, and the renewed cordiality with 
which he has recently expressed hiijiself towards England, 
and for the maintenance of his alliance with us. ^Tn short, 
he evidently thinks, and not without reason, that he will 
return, having obtained a sufiiciently good peace, and having 
placed England in a very fine position. , Hq sai(J that he had 
been able to accomplish his task Idj being read/ to incur 
responsibility at home, and by being able to ^ct unfettered, < 
and taking on himself to disregard any instruction" 6r recom- 
mendations from home that did not approve of^ Xester-* 
day 1 saw Gteorge Lewis and had a talk witja him and his 
wife about Clarendon and the peace. He said li« diougllt the 
peace quite sufficient, and he d:d not iiu ^erstand what it was 
Cowley found fault with, nor why he is dissatisfied. He 
denies that we have given up anything that it*would have 
been just and reasonable to stand out upon, and will not 
hear of taking an apologetic tone, but that Clarendon should 
defend the peace on its own merits. He thinks it will be 
well enougbt received in the House of Commons £nd by the 
r county, and he^.i3 in good spirits about the Government. He 
says Palmerston has been moderate and reasonable, and that 
he is not aware of Clarendon’s having been harassed with 
any instructions, but left entirely to his own discretion. 
They think he has done exceedingly well. 
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March 29^^/. — I went to Hatchford on Saturday last ; on 
Wednesday to Althorp. I met Sir Edmun^ Lyons at Hatch- 
ford, who talked incessantly about the incidents of the war 
and the cojiduct of the people concerned in it, and very 
ifi tores ting hia talk was, for besides having been one of the 
most ^nspicuAis and important* actors in it, he was com- 
pletely in the confidence qf the* Commanders-in-Chitf, and 
consulted by them on every occasion and with regard to all 
operations. He told us what had passed between Evans and 
Eaglan aifd between Evans and himself on a most important 
occasion, to this effect : Evans went to Raglan immediately 
after the battle of Inkerman, and proposed to him to em- 
bark the army immediately, leaving their guns, and (Lyons 
says Jhe is almost certain) their sick and wounded to the 
enemy. Raglan said, ^But you forget the French: would 
you have us abandon them to their fate ? ^ He replied, ‘ You 
are Comiriander-in-Chief of the English army, and it is your 
business to provide for its safety, . . ’ Raglan would not 
hear of the proposal. Almost immediately after Evans met 
Sir Edmund Lyoift aryl told him what had paped with 
Raglan,* and^urged him to suggest the same course. Lyons 
made the same observation about the French that Raglan 
had dondj and "^aid one of two things would happen ; either 
the French would take Sebantopol alone, when we should 
be ^overcd mtli shame and dishonour ; or the/ would fail 
and probaW ■ suSPer some^reat disaster. The expression of 
‘^erfide Albicm ’ jiad long Uben current in France, and then 
indeed it would be w^ell deserved and would become a per- 
petual tertn of reproach against us. These rebuffs did not 
prevent Evans going on board shiptand there giving out that 
the arm}" would in a few days be obliged to embark, and 
Captain ^Dacres came to L3"ons and told him he heard this 
was going to happen. Lyons asked him w^herolie had heard 
this, and he g&,id Evans had announced i^ and talked of it 
unreservedly as pertain to happen. Lyons said, ‘ It is false ; 
the army will not go away, and Sebjistopol will be taken. It 
is very mischievous that such reports should circulate, and t 
order you not to allow such a thing to be said by anybody on • 
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board your ship, and to contradict it in the most positive 
manner.^ 

Everything that Lyons said, and it may be added all 
one hears in every way, tends to the honour ai^i the credit 
of Eaglan, and I am glad to record this because,! ha'«^ 
always had an impression* that much of the difficulty ai\^ 
distress of the army in 1854*was Qwing to his want of energy 
and management. He was not a Wellington certainly^ and 
probably he might have done more and better than he did, 
but he was unquestionably, on the wlfole, the fiAt man in 
the army, and if he had not been continually thwarted by the 
French, would have done more. While many here were 
erying out for placing our army under the command of French 
generals, and recalling Eaglan (and I must confess i had 
myself a considerable leaning that way), he was struggling 
against the shortcomings or the inacl^vity of Oanrobert and 
P^lissier. Oanrobert acknowledged that he had rmt nerves 
sufficient for the duties of his station, and he never could be 
got to agree to adopt the bold offensive movements which 
Eaglan ^as continually urging upon him, ‘espel^ially after 
the battle of Inkerman, when Eaglan entre^ied him to 
follow up the discomfited Eussians, his whole armjj^ being 
ready and not above 1,500 of them having 'been 'engaged. 
With Pelissier, Eaglan had very little to do, for bis dfeath 
occurred soon ^fter Pelissier took the command. , 

Lyons gave, us an interesting i account of Eaglan’s last 
illness. He seemed to have no'idea that Ire was in serious 
danger, nor had the people about him. At last, when he was 
so rapidly sinking that the doctors saw his end was ’kpproach- 
ing, and it was deemed necessary to apprise him therecff, he 
would not believe it, and he insisted to his aide-de-camp who 
told him of his state that he was better, and he dqjl into a 
state of inseneibi^y without ever having been conscious of 
his dying condition. One of the best authenticated charges 
against Eaglan was tliat of his not showing himself to his 
soldiers, and it was said ^many believed that he had quitted 
the camg ; at last this idea became so prevalent that his own 
« staff felt the necessity of something being said to him about 
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it, but Bone dared, for it seems tbej were all exceedingly 
afraid of him. At last they asked Lyons if he would speak 
to him and tell him what was said. Lyons said he had 
no scruple qt difficulty in so doing, and told him plainly 
tlfe truth. Raglan not only took ifc in good part, but 
thanked him vS'y much, and said* his reason for not riding 
round all the divisions waj thal? he could not prevent the 
soldiers turning out to salute him, and he could not bear to 
see this ceremony done by the men who had been all night 
in the trenfjhes or otherwise exposed to fatigue, and that this 
was the sole reason why he had abstained, but henceforward 
he would make a point of riding round every day, and so he 
ever after did ; so that the main fact as reported by ‘ corre- 
spondents ’ was not devoid of truth. I wish I could recollect 
all the various anecdotes Lyons told us, but I neglected to 
put them down at theitime, and now they have faded from 
my inem#ry. He discussed the qualities of the English 
generals with reference to the command of the army after 
Raglan’s death. He never had well understood why it was 
that Colin •Campbell w^s always considered ou^ of the 
question^ and^his own opinion seemed to be that he was the 
fittest man. The French thought so, and one of the alleged 
reasons against him, viz., that he could not speak French, was 
certaJ!nly#not true. Simpson was very reluctant to take the. 
command at first, and wrote home to say so, huk after he had 
received ceffcain* flattering encouragements his opposition 
waxed fainter, an^ by the "ttme it was taken from him he 
became anxious to retain it. Raglan w^as not at all annoyed 
at Simpsoif’s being sent there, and ^id what he pleased with 
him. • Simpson never attempted toainterfere with him or to 
control him in any way, but on the contrary was entirely 
subservient to Raglan. 

April 1st . — Hews of peace reached London on Sunday 
evening, and was received joyfully by the jf^ulace, nqt from 
any desire to see ^n end of the war, but merely because it is 
a great event to make a noise about. The newspapers have 
been reasonable enough, except the ‘ Sun,’ which appeared in 
deep mourning and with a violent tirade against peace. 
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Apr il Srd . — Yesterday I met Graham at the Council OflBice, 
where he had come to* attend a committee* Since the for- 
mation of Aberdeen’s Government three years ago I have 
hardly ever seen him, and have never had any fonversation 
with him. Yesterday he sat down and began talking over 
the state of affairs generally, and the pfbspects the 
countt^, which he considerif very^loomy and full of danger, 
more particularly from the outrageous license of the f^ress, 
which has now arrived at a pitch perfectly intolerable, but 
which it is impossible to check or coirtrol. Theit the total 
destruction of parties and of party ties and connexions, to 
say nothing of the antipathies and disagreements of such 
public men as these are. He says there is not one man in 
the House of Commons who has ten followers, neither ^ Glad- 
sone, nor Disraeli, nor Palmerston. The Government goes on 
because there is no organized opposition prepgbred and able 
to take its place, and the Government receives a ^pfficiency 
of independent support, because all feel that the business of 
the country must be carried on, and hitherto Palmerston 
haa beei^ supported as a War Minister, and the best man ta 
carry on the war ; but Graham is very doubtful what will 
happen when the discussions on the peace and all matters 
relating to the war are over, and other questions (principally 
of domestic policy) come intoiplay. Palmerston, abjrays san- 
guine, fancies he can stand, but it is very doubtful, for he is 
not backed by a party constituting a majority ; the Treasury 
Bench is very weak, and PalAierston hiviself a poor and 
inefficient conductor of the Government in the House. John 
Bussell has taken up the question of education^ which he 
hopes to render poj)ular, and through it means again to 
recover his former influence and authority. He said that 
John Bussell is (in spite of all that happened , last year) 
more looked up to by the Whig party than Palmerston, 
and th^t they would rather have him for their leader, as, 
notwithstanding the faults he has committed, he is by 
far the ablest man, has^a much greater grasp of intellect, 
more foresight, and is much more of a statesman, and has 
« more fixed principles. Palmerston (Graham thinks) has a 
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passionate love of office and power, and will cling to it with 
tenacity to the last, and never resign it but on compulsion, 
not caring with whom he acts, nor on what principles. This, 

I think, is partly true and partly false. I do not think he 
oares whom he acts with, but I do not believe he is quite in- 
differ^t as totihe principles. says Lewis has done well, 
and is liked in the House of Commons, and Gladsto»e likes 
iiimiand gives him a cordial support ; that Baines is a good 
man, and those two are the most respected and considered of 
all the m(»i on the Taeasury Bench, the House accepting their 
sterling qualities in place of greater brilliancy such as Glad- 
stone can command ; that Gladstone is certainly the ablest 
man there, though it is still doubtful whether his talents 
are qqual to such an emergency as the present to master 
public opinion, enlist it on his side, and to administer the 
Government^oii certain principles of administrative reform, 
which (Jraham himself considers necessary. His religious 
opinions, in which he is zealous and sincere, enter so largely 
into his political conduct as to form a very serious obstacle 
to his success, for ihey are abhorrent to the majority of J^his 
ProtestEnt country, and (I was rather surprised to hear him 
say) Grahani thinks approach very nearly to Rome. Glad- 
stone ^o«ild have nothing to do with any Government unless 
he v/erq^ leader in the Hous^ of Commons, and when that 
Government is formed, there should be pre¥io6isly a clear 
an(f distin(?t understanding on what principles it was founded 
gyid what their cpurse of action should be. His tone is now 
that of disclaiming party connexions, and being ready to 
join with •any men who are able dnd willing to combine in 
carrying out sucli measures as a^e indispensably necessary 
for the good government of the country, such a system as 
he briefly^ shadowed out in his speech at the Mansion House 
the other day. Graham’s idea is, that in the.event of this 
Government breaking down, the best chancfr of another being 
formed would be by Clarendon undertaking it, whom on the 
whole he regarJs as the man best fitted by his experience 
and ability to be at the head of affairs ^ that he and Gladstone 
might be brought together, but would Lord John consent to , 
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go to the Lords, and to serve under Clarendon as President 
of the Council and Head of the Education Department? 
This opens questions full of doubt and difficulty. Derby, he 
thinSs, has no desire to form another Government and would 
prefer to go on as he is now, leader of a large party of Feei« 
who are willing to follow him and to make** the Hquse of 
Lords ene of the scenes and' instrjjments of his amusements 
as usual, provided it supplies him with occupation an(§ ex- 
citement, indifferent to the consequences and to the mischief 
he may do. Disraeli appears to be endeavouring to approach 
Gladstone, and a confederacy between those two and young 
Stanley by no means an improbability. What Stanley is 
disposed to do and capable of doing is still an enigma, and 
although his speeches are not devoid of matter, they are jivith- 
out a particle of the spirit and stirring eloquence of his father. 

The change which has taken plaae in the/".ountry pre- 
sents to Graham a most alarming prospect. Hitheij^o it has 
been governed by parties, and patronage has been the great 
instrument of keeping parties together ; whereas Sir Kobert 
Peei^has^ destroyed party, which h^ad now -entirely ceased* 
to exist; and between the press, the public opinion which the 
press had made, and the views of certain peoj;)^e in Parlia- 
ment, of whom Gladstone is the most eminent and strenu- 
ous, patronage was either destroyed or going riyndly to 
destruction? The only hope of escaping from great perils 
was in that broad stratum of good. sense and^hrniness which 
still existed in the country, and which npinifestations ha4 
%een recently given. He admires the resolute and unflinch- 
^ing spirit with which the war had been entered into, carried 
on, and the country was quite willing to persist in ; and not 
less the sensible and reasonable manner in which the peace, 
by which they were mortified and disappointed, had been 
acquiesced in, for he says that it is beyond all question that 
there is^throughout the country a strong feeling of mortifica- 
tion and regret that we have not played a more brilliant part, 
and that our share of glory has been less than that of our 
ally, and there would have been a general feeling of exulta- 
. tion and!' satisfaction if we had fought another campaign in 
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order to end the war with greater idat. But this sentiment 
has been sufficiently mastered by prudent considerations and 
a just appreciation of the circumstances of Europe gener|,lly, 
* and of our relations with other Powers, to check all ebulli- 
tfons of mortified pride, and to induce a prudent reserve and 
acquiesce in the management of •the G overnment, and in a 
spirit like this there appeaiss some hope for the future^ We 
had S very long talk about these and other matters, the sub- 
stance of which I record as it recurs to my mind. 

A day dr two befo^ I met Ellice at Hillingdon, where we 
interchanged our thoughts, and a good deal that he said was 
much in Graham’s sense : that this Government could not 
stand but by being remodelled, and his notion is that half of 
it shcxuld be got rid of, the Peelites taken in, and Lord John to 
go to the House of Lords as President of the Council, Granville 
taking Cowle^^’s place %;S ambassador at Paris, and Cowley 
replacing^Stratford Canning at Constantinople. A projpos of 
Stratford Canning, Graham thinks the Opposition will attack 
the Government and not the ambassador on the case of 
Kars, and that it is \iot impossible they may carry # vot# of 
Cfensure agai^t them, which I told him I did not believe 
was possible, or that they could be able to carry any resolu- 
tion affeeftng the Government so much as to compel their 
resi^atk)n, and I suggested him how fatal this would be 
to his scheme* of reorganizing a Government finder Claren- 
d<m,:“^s such censure would more especially touch him, and 
this would make it impossible for the Queen to entrust the 
formation of another Government to his hands. 

April fth , — Siiice my conversation with Graham, I have 
learnf from the Duke of Bedford tliat Lord John is not very 
much disindtined to , go to the House of Lords, particularly 
as his pgsition in reference to his seat for the City is so 
embarrassing. The Dissenters, always iijjrea'sonable and 
ungrateful, will not forgive his speech upon Churcb Bates 
the other night, ^nd his general popularity is gone. Then 
it is probably a consideration witji him to secure to his 
family the settlement his brother will make on hi^ if he 
takes the peerage. 
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London^ May 4t1u — For nearly a month I have let this 
journal fall into arrear, during which period the most inter- 
esting occurrences have been the return of Clarendon, the 
publication of the conditions of peace with the r accompany- ' 
ing protocols, and the debate upon Kars. With regard to 
the peace. Clarendon comes very well out of his i?».issiop, 
and nb fault is found with the peace. The Kars debate 
was a great error on the part of the Opposition, and ended 
with a great triumph for the Government. J ust before it, 
Palmerston called a meeting of his '•supporters,^ where he 
harangued them with great success, and managed to rally 
them round him with more of zeal and cordiality than they 
have hitherto shown. His position is certainly improved, 
and according to present appearances he will get through 
the session without much difficulty. All agree that he has 
been doing well in the House of Commons ; his assiduity, 
his punctual attendance, and his i>opular manners make him 
agreeable to the House, and he has exhibited greater facility 
and resource in dealing with all sorts of miscellaneous sub- 
jects tli^in anybody gave him credit foi! There is not the 
smallest danger of the peace proving dangeroi^s to him, and 
it is evident that the House of Commons, hoWever indepen- 
dent and undisciplined it may be, will not allow nim to be 
placed in any danger, and i& determined not to -^lave any 
change of '^Government at present. The Peelites and John 
Hussell supporJ;ed him and had nothing else to 'do, for they 
are neither of them in a condition to attei'^.pt to play a game 
of their own. 

May 14<7i. — Every day my disinclination to edntinue this 
work (which is neither adjournal nor anything else) inciAsases., 
but I have at the same time a reluctance to discontinue 
entirely an occupation which has engaged me for forty years, 
and in which I may still find from time to time something 
to record which may hereafter be deemed worth reading, and 
so at long intervals, and for short periods, I resume my 
reluctant pen. 

We are now in the Whitsuntide holidays, in a profound 
political and parliamentary calm, the Government perfectly 
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secure, Palmerston veiy popular, the Opposition disheartened 
and disunited, and having managed their matters as awk- 
wardly and stupidly as possible, attacking the Government 
on questions and points on which the assailants were sure to 
be beaten, and strengthening instead of weakening it by their 
abortive atten^:)ts. There was ^reat difference of opinion 
sfmon^t them about fighting b^^^ttles, on Kars, and gon the 
peacg ; Lyndhurst and De?by were against, Disraeli was for. 
Roebuck, whom I fell in with on Sunday in a railway train, told 
me that if they had liyd hold of the one point of the protocol 
in the Belgian press, and worked this well, they might have 
put the Government in a minority, but they missed this 
obvious opportunity.' I called on Lyndhurst yesterday, who 
said they had unaccountably overlooked this plausible topic. 
He going to make a speech on Italy when Parliament 
meets, and we agreed entirely that either too much or too 
little was done at Pans on this question, and that either it 
ought nSt to have been entertained and discussed at all, or 
some more decided measures ought to have been adopted 
with regard to i1^. To stir up such delicate questions, 
and leare ^hem in thetr present unhappy conditff>n,’1[s an 
egregious e^or, 

Th« (jjiestions of war and of x^eace having now ceased to 
interest and excite the x)ublie mind, a religious question has 
sprung up to take their place for the momentj^which though 
notf at pre»ent*of much importance, will in all x>robability 
lead to more serious consequences hereafter.* Sir Benjamin 
flail having bethought himself of providing innocent amuse- 
ment for^the Londoners on Sunday, established a Sunday 
playing of militaty bands in Kensington Gardens and in the 
other parks and gardens about t£e metroxDolis, which has 
been carried on, with the sanction of the Government, with 
great success for several Sundays. Some murmurs were heard 
from the puritanical and Sabbatarian part|f, but Palmerston 
having declared himself favourable to the practice* in the 

^ [An attempt \ad been made at the 'Congress of Paris by Count 
Walewski to bring forward some measur# or resolution reflecting on the 
independence of the press in Belgium. It led to nothing, "“but Lor J Clarendon 
was accused of not having protested against it with suflicient energy.] 4 
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House of Commons, the opposition appeared to cease* The 
puritans, however, continued to agitate against it in meetings 
and in the press, though the best part of the latter was favour- 
able to the bands, and at last, when a motion in Parliament 
was threatened to insist on the discontinuance of the music, 
the Cabinet thought it necessaiy to reconsi(J,er the subject. 
They were informed that* if the Government resisted the 
motion they would be beaten, and moreover that no man 
could support them in opposition to it without great danger 
of losing his seat at the next election. It is stated that the 
Sabbatarians are so united and numerous, and their organ- 
isation so complete, that all over the country they would be 
able to influence and probably carry any election, ana that 
this influence would be brought to bear against every man 
who maintained by his vote this ‘desecration of the Sabbath.’ 
Accordingly it was resolved by the Cabinet to give way, and 
the only question was how to do so with a^tiything like 
consistency and dignity. The Archbishop of Cantefbury was 
made the ‘Deus ex machina’ to effect this object. He was 
made to write a letter to the Premier representing the feel- 
ingff'of people and begging the bands might be silenced. 
To this Palmerston wrote a reply in which he ^ repeated his 
own opinion in favour of the music, but that in deference to 
the public sentiment he would put an end to their playing. 
All this has excited a good deal of interest and dilscussion, 
Por the present, the only question is whether^ the angry 
public will not vent its indignation iind resentment to-morrow 
in acts of uproar and violence ; but though these acts will 
not be serious or lasting if they do take place, it may be 
expected that the Sabbatarians will not rest satisfied with 
their triumph, but will etideavour to make fresh encroach- 
ments on our free will and our habits and pursuits, and that 
firesli and more serious contests will arise out of this begin- 
ning. , ^ » 

{day of the Derby ), — ^Yesterday on Epsom race- 
course arrived the news of Palmer’s being found guilty of 
the murder of Cook. T?iis case and the trial have excited 
an inter^t almost unprecedented, unlike anything since the 
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case of Thurtell about twenty years ago or more. People 
who never heard of either of the men took the deepest 
interest in it, the women particularly, though there was 
nothing peculiar in it or of a nature to excite them par- 
ticularly. toie trial lasted a fortnight, all the details of it 
were read with the greatest avidity, half the town went 
ohe d^ or other to hear it, an<i the anxiety that tl^p man 
shouiji be convicted was passionate. Cockburn gained great 
applause by the manner in which he conducted the prose- 
cution. 

This trial ha.s proved more attractive and interesting than 
anything in the j^olitical world, though there has been a 
pitched battle in the Lords on the question of Maritime 
Law and Eight of Search given up in the recent Treaty. 
Derby made a violent onslaught on the Government, and 
was at first very confhient of a majority. He soon found 
these lumes were fallacious, when he got angry and was 
more violent than he has ever been before this session. The 
Government got a majority of above fifty, which puts an 
end to any^ f urthei; contest there. The Government have 
now nothing to fear,* the Opposition are rotffied^^nd 
dispirited, aiM one can see nothing to alter the present state 
of atfaifs.^ The minor questions which have occupied atten- 
tion^aro settling quietly. The Chelsea Commission is over, 
and the result will be harmless, on the wholj rather good 
thail bad, because it will prove tliat the violent attacks on 
the military authorities durjpg the war have* been exagger- 
ated a, lid in many cases unfounded. A sort of compromise 
has been jnade about the Wensleydale peerage, not a very 
happy one, and it*remains to be seen whether the House of 
Commons is sufficiently acquiescent as to sanction it by 
agreeing to the 12,000Z. a year to be paid to two new judges 
and peert for life. The Government have virtually abandoned 
the principle J»hey contended for, and hal^* yielded to the 
adverse vote and Committee. When they appeal to *Parlia- 
ment and limit ’^he number of life peerages, they abandon 
the prerogative of the Crown. ^ • 

June 1st , — The state of affairs with America tiecomes 
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more and more alarming.' Grey toli me the Other night 
that he had had a long conversation with Dallas, whose tone 
was anything but reassuring as to the prospect of peace ; 
and yesterday I met Thackeray, who is just returned from the 
United States. He thinks there is every probability of tlje 
quarrel leading to war, for^there is a very hottile spirit, con- 
stantly increasing, througl»out the States, and an evident 
desire to quarrel with us. He says he has never met "^ith a 
single man who is not i>ersuaded that they are entirely in the 
right and we in the wrong, and they are equally persuaded 
if war ensues that they will give us a great thrashing ; they 
don’t care for the consequences, their riches are immense, 
and 200,000 men would appear in arms at a moment’s notice. 
Here, however, though there is a great deal of anxiety, there 
is still a very general belief that war cannot take place on 
grounds so trifling between two countries which have so 
great and so equal an interest in remaining at peace with 
each other. But in a country where the statesmen, if there 
are any, have so little influence, and where the national 
poljgy i| subject to the passions and cap’-ices of an ignorant 
and* unreasoning mob, there is no security that good sense 
and moderation will prevail. Many imagine 'that matters 
will proceed to the length of a diplomatic inip+ufe, that 
Crampton will be sent away an^ Dallas retire in coTisequ^^nce, 
and that the^ hy degrees the present heat will cool down, 
and matters be amicably arranged without a shot being fired. 
I feel no such confidence, for if, diplomatic intercourse ceases 
numerous causes of complaint will arise, and as there will 
be no means left for mutual and friendly explanation and 
adjustment, such causes will he constantly exaggerated and 
inflamed into an irreconcileahle quarrel." Matters cannot 

^ [In consequence of llie dispute with the AmericaH Government on flie 
subject of Foreign Enlistment, Mr. Crampton, the Utitish Minister, was 
ordered to leave \V .shington on May 28th. He arrived in England on 
June 15tb*, hut Jjord Palmerston stated in the House ofX^ommons th^ the 
dismissal of Mr. Crampton did not break off diplomatic relations with the 
United States, as Mr. Dallas remained in this 'country. It is remarkable’ * 
that within a few months or e<en weeks two British Ministers received their 
passports <from foreign governments and were sent awky — a very uncommon 
occurrence 1] 
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long go on as they now are without the public here becoming 
excited and angry, and the press on both sides insolent, 
violent, and provoking, and at last, going on from one step to 
another, we.shall find ourselves drifted into this odious and 
on both parts suicidal contest, for there is not a blow we 
can strike at America and her interests that will not recoil 
oh us and our own. It has often been remarked tha^ civil 
wars ^re of all wars the most furious, and a war between 
America and England would have all the characteristics of 
a civil and* an international contest; nor, though I have no 
doubt that America is in the wrong, can I persuade myself 
that we are entirely in the right on either of the principal 
points ill dispute. We have reason to congratulate ourselves 
that the Eussian war is over, for if it had gone on and all 
our ships had been in the Baltic, and all our soldiers in the 
Crimea, nothing ivould*have prevented the Americans from 
seizing t^e opportunity of our hands being full to bring their 
dispute with us to a crisis. 

June Ith , — I went last night to see the celebrated Eistori 
in a very b%d p^iy called ‘ Medea,’ being a transla^o nj pto 
Italian ftoin a French tragedy by a M. Legouve. This play 
was written ^r Madame Eachel, who refused to act the part, 
which il^fiisal led to a lawsuit, in which the actress was (I 
‘ think) defeated. Eistori is c^ainly a fine actress, but she 
did not appear to me equal to Pasta in the same ♦part, or to 
other great ‘acti^sses I have seen. However, my inability 
to hear well an^ want of familiarity with *Italian acting 
and imperfect knowledge of the language disqualify me from 
being a competent judge. 

Tk© American* horizon is rathej less dark. Nothing is 
yet known as to Cramptou’s dismissal, and Dallas does not 
believe it. ^The Panish Minister at Washington writes over 
here that^hie thifiks the clouds will disperse and there will 
be AP serious q^iarrel. 

London, July 12t}u — After the lapse of a month and more, 
during which I could not bring myself to record anything, 
or to comment uppn passing events,*! am at last roused from 
my apathy, and am induced to take up ray pen aifd say a 

VOL. II. , B 
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word upon the defeat of the Appellate Jurisdiction Bill in the 
House of Commons the other night, which gave me the 
greatest satisfaction, because I regard it as a just punishment 
for the stupid obstinacy with which the Government have 
blundered on from one fault to another throughout this 
whole business. It has bqen a complete coftiedy of errors, 
and every one who has taken a part in it has been in the 
wrong. I told Granville how it would be in the first instance, 
and urged him, after the House of Lords had refused to let in 
Parke as a life peer, to accept the def^iat quietly ^y making 
him an hereditary peer and thus give the go-by to the 
main question. This nothing would induce them to do, and 
they fancied that they could avoid the mortification of ap- 
pearing to knock under, and save their own consistency, by 
the contrivance of this bill. Every mischief that it was 
possible to do they have managed tp accomplish, and the 
leaders of the opposite parties, who all felt themselves in a 
scrape, came to a sort of compromise in the Lords’ Com- 
mittee, the result of which was this unpopular bill. Amongst 
thegj th|y have assailed the prerogative /vf the Grown, they 
have damaged the judicial authority of the House of Lords, 
they have deeply offended many of their own friends by 
tendering to them such a measure, and they havi' behaved 
most unkindly and unhandsomely to Baron Parke, who thinks 
he has great reason to complain. 

I have been at Knowsley for the last thibe dfiiys, and so 
missed the march of the Guards 'into London on Wednesday. 
Lord Hardin ge was struck down by paralysis as he was 
speaking to the Queen at Aldershot on Tuesday last. It is 
supposed that the Duke Qf Cambridge will succeed him and 
that Jim Macdonald will be his Military Secretary. The 
American question is still undecided, but everybody appears 
to be very easy about it. 

July 20th , — linet Baron Parke the other day, who talked 
over his affair, complained of the treatment he, had received 
from the Government, but said he gathered from what the 
Chancellor had said to him that they meant now to make 
him an iiereditary peer, declared there was not a shadow of 
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doubt about the legality, and that Campbell had as little 
doubt as he himself had, but finding the measure was 
unpopular with certain lawyers, he had suddenly turned 
against his cmo. recorded opinion and opposed it. The Baron 
said the Government were greatly to blame for not having 
ventilated the qliestion, and ascertained whether they could 
carry it or not, and if he hg^d had an idea of all the bother 
it had made, he never would have had anything to do with 
it. George Lewis told me that the life peerage had never 
been brought before tlfe Cabinet, and he knew nothing of it 
till he saw it in the Gazette, nor did Clarendon ; in fact it 
was confined to the Chancellor, Granville and Palmerston. 
They none of them, however, know with whom it originated. 
ISTow that the measure turns out to be so unpopular and is 
so scouted, and the transaction has been attended with so 
many blundei^ and defeats, no one is willing to accept the 
responsibility of it, or to acknowledge having had anything 
to do with it. It is strange that Palmerston should ever have 
consented to it, but he knew nothing and cared nothing 
about it ; h# was prbhably assured it Avould go down^yvilj^ut . 
any diffic\ilty,^and in this poco curante way he suftered himself 
to be committed to it, not seeing the storm it would cause. 

^ He allowei Granville to manage it all his own way, and at 
last he hs^d the good luck to be^ beaten upon it in the House 
of Commons, for the scrape would have been mjord serious if 
he had carried iff there, '(hese last days of the session have 
boenas usual inaidced by tli# withdrawal and abandonment 
of various bills that were for the most part introduced at the 
beginning bf it, and which were found to be quite worthless, 
especially the Law Reform Bill. 

London, July 27iA. — Parliament has finished its debates^ 
and will hew prorogued on Tuesday. Dizzy wound up by a 
‘ review or the session,’ a species of entertainment which used 
to be given annually some years ago by Lord Lyndhurst with 
great skill and effect, but which on the present occasion, and 
in Disraeli’s hands, was singularly incjpportune and ineffective. 
Lord Wensleydale*has at last taken his seat as an hereditary 
peer ; the Government, after various abortive attempts to 
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wriggle out of their absurd position, having clone at last 
what they ought to have done at first — ^knocked under and 
endured what could not be cured. The Government go into 
summer and winter quarters in a very healthy an^ prosperous 
state, with nothing apparently to apprehend, and with eveity 
probability of meeting Parliament next yeftr in tlig same 
condition, and, barring accidents^ through next session 
as successfully as they have gone through this. 

August 4th , — I was at Goodwood all last week ; the 
Prince of Prussia came there. Not ?. word of pews ; the 
Queen still engaged in reviewing the troops, and compli- 
mentary fetes are still going on to Sir W. Williams of 
Kars, and Charles Wyndham ^the hero of the Redan.’ 
The disturbances in Spain seem to be over, and O’Donnell 
remains victorious. My first impression was (the common 
one) that Espartero had been oustCtd by an intrigue, and 
that it was a reactionary coiip d'etat, but I now hear that 
it is no such thing, and that wo ought to desire the suc- 
cess of the present Government. Espartero and O’Donnell 
couW not agree, as was not unlikely im-a cpalit^on Govern- 
ment the two chiefs of which were men of such ^different 
opinions and antecedents. After many abortive attempts 
to reconcile their differences, it was agreed that<t a “Oouncil 
of Ministers should be held wjiich the Queen herself should * 
preside over,,^, and when a final attempt shquld be made. 
A long discussion took place, and the Qureen^did alf she 
could to reconcile the two generals, and to enable the 
Government to go on unchanged. Finding it impossible to 
effect this, she ended by 'saying, ‘Well, gentleman, since I 
cannot prevail on you to on together, I must needs qhoose 
between you, and as I think Marshal O’Donnell will be the 
best able to carry on the Government, I appoint him.’ 
Then the National Guards began an insurrection ^hich was 
put down, bu?*"’no violent measures seem ,to have been 
adopted, and O’Donnell has declared that Spain can only be 
successfully governed on constitutional principles, and that 
he means to retain the Qortes in its integrity. How far his 
acts wiH correspond with his professions remains to be seen. 
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Narvaez was recommended to go to France, and Queen 
Christina appears not to have been allowed to return to 
Spain, which are good signs. It is a good thing for Spain 
that Espartero should have retired, for though probably the 
Ifonestest Spaniard, he is at the same time the weakest 
and th^ most T^anting in moral courage and decision. 

History is full of examples df the slight and accfdental 
caus^ on which the greatest events turn, and of such ex- 
amples the last war seems very full. Charles Wyndham 
told me tlftit iiothing*but a very thick fog which happened 
on the morning of Inkerman prevented the English army 
being swept from their position and totally discomfited. 
The Eussians could see nothing, lost their own way, and 
mistook the position of the British troops. Had the weather 
been clear so that they had been able to execute their plans, 
we could not have resisted them ; a defeat instead of the 
victory wie gained would have changed the destiny of the 
world, and have produced effects which it is impossible to 
contemplate or calculate. 

On the milieif habd, nothing but miscalculation ^^nd^bad 
management j^re vented the capture of Sebastopol immediately 
after Alma. My nephew is just returned from a voyage with 
Lord Lyofts to the Crimea, where he went all over the scenes 
of ttie late contest, all the* positions, and the ruins of 
Sebastopol a» well as the northern forts, ^e was well 
treated by the Russians, ^ho showed him everything, and 
tsjked over the ^events of •the war with great frankness. 
They told him that if the allies had marched at once after 
the battle •on the^ north side, no resistance could have been 
madef and the other side must have fallen. We had long 
known that the north side would have fallen if we had attacked 
it at onc^.« Frank asked the Eussian officer whether there 
was any bad feeling on the part of the Eus^i^ army towards 
the French or English, and he said none whatever, but a 
;great deal towards the Austrians, and that they desired no- 
thing more than an opportunity of ^ghting them. He also 
Eaid that they had been misled by our newspaper, from 
which they obtained all their information, and thinking that 
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the announcements there of an intended invasion of the 
Crimea were made for the purpose of deceiving them, they 
had withdrawn a great many troops from the Crimea, so 
that while Sebastopol had been emptied of th§ garrison to 
increase the army of Menschikoff, the Eussians had not mc^e 
than 80,000 or 35,000 men at the Alma. 

H€lingdony August 17th,^lt i^ impossible to find anything 
of the least interest to write about, and my journal* is in 
danger of dying of starvation or of atrophy. The causes 
of discontent we have had with Enssia are disappearing, 
and the Emperor’s coronation will not be clouded by fresh 
doUances on our part. Bulwcr is just gone to the Principali- 
ties, where the commissioners are to endeavour to ascertain 
what are the wishes of the people as to the union, j^rance 
and England are in favour of it, Turkey and Austria against 
it, while Eussia professes to be pidifierent^ and neutral. 
Spain is settling down into submission to the Gove^rnment of 
O’Donnell. Naples is relieved from her fears of English 
intervention, and there seems some chance that she may 
rel^jy^e rigour of her Gov()rnment no\^» that she may do so 
salvo honor e and not under compulsion. This country is 
profoundly tranquil and generally prosperous ; everybody 
seems satisfied with Palmerston and his administrate ion. I 
myself, who for so many yeans regarded him politically-with 
the greatest aversion and distrust, have come to think him 
the best minister we can have, and to wish him well. 

September 15th . — Another mTc^nth has pressed away, and still 
I have had nothing to record. The coronation at ‘Moscow 
appears to have gone off'with great Mat, and to have been 
a spectacle of extraordinary magnificence, the prodigious 
cost of which betrays no sign of exhaustion or impoverish- 
ment by the lafe war.^ We were probably mist/iken, as we 
were in so m^ny other things, in fancying that ^he power 
and resources of Eussia were very greatly impaired, but 

^ [The Emperor Alexander II. of Russia was cro-^yTied with g^?at pomp 
in Moscow on September 7 ; the ceremony was attended by special ambas- 
sadors from all the great Powers; Loid Granville, accompanied by Lady 
Granville and a brilliant suite, was the representative of Great Britain on this 
occasion.] 
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during tlie war, whatever we wished we were ready to 
believe. 

The state of affairs at home and abroad is curious: 
abroad thei;e is uneasiness and uncertainty as to the future, 
the elements of future disturbances being in a sort of 
abey^jice; at home the fever ajid excitement which pre- 
vailed during the war havipg been succeeded by a torpor and 
an apathy such as I never remember to have seen before. All 
party politics seem to be extinct, the country cares about 
nobody, desires no changes, and only wishes to go on and 
prosper. There is not a public man to whom public opinion 
turns, and no great questions are afloat to agitate and 
divide the country, or around the standards of which dif- 
ferent opinions, principles, or passions can flock. Palmerston 
may remain minister as long as he lives, if he does not com- 
mit any grogs faults either of commission or of omission, or 
unless ^raething may occur, which nobody can foresee or 
imagine, to rouse the nation from its apathy. 

8epiemher 21sf. — The old Crimean correspondent of the 
‘ Times ’ iias despatched a very interesting a n (]. grm 3hic 
acconiA of the coronation at Moscow, and Granville writes 
word that whereas he had estimated the cost of it at a 
milliofi sterling, he was now led to believe it would be not 
mi*ch l^ess than three. The^ coronation of George IV. cost 
240,000Z., which was considered an enormo«s*sum and a 
monstrousr extravagance.^ Our two last coronations cost from 
JJ0,000/. to 50,0^0L 

Tlfe quarrel with the King of Naples appears to be coming 
to a crisis, and though it will not* produce any serious conse- 
quences now, the precedent of interference we are establish- 
ing may have very important ones at some future time, and 
though philanthropy may make us rejoice at some coercion 
being applied to put an end to such a cru^ and oppressive 
government as that of King Bomba (as th^call Ferdinand), 
it may be doubted whether it would not be sounder policy 
to abstain from interference with what only indirectly and 
remotely concerns us, and from enforcing a better and more 
humane system of government in a country where the people 
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do not seem to care much about its tyranny and inhumanity; 
And then there is the great objection of dictating to and 
interfering with weak governments while we do not venture 
to deal in the same way with the equally flagrant abomina- 
tions of stronger ones, to say nothing of a host of difficulties 
and objections which suggest themselves as^possible^if not 
probable, results of our interference. It will afford to othe*r 
Powers an excuse if not a right to interfere in like maiiner, 
whenever they require a j)retext, and they consider it their 
interest to do so ; and if such cases occur, the peace of the 
world will be largely endangered. As it is, I strongly 
suspect (for I know nothing) that the agreement on the 
Neapolitan question between France and ourselves is by no 
means cordial and complete. Mrs. Craven writes me ,word 
she has been in a house in the country with Walewski, 
who talked very openly (and no dout>t imprudently) to her, 
telling her that Palmerston was very difficult to go^on with. 
I know not what Palmerston has been doing, nor what his 
, present policy may be, but I thought he had either aban- 
doned or greatly modified that old poli(#y qf middling and 
. bullying to which he used to be so addicted, and at ail events 
that while the foreign policy of England is* directed by 
Clarendon, we should abstain from anything very^jafnitrary 
and violent. It is, however, wjiispered that Walewski ir no 
longer in tke good graces of the Emperor, and, what I heard 
long ago about Her Majesty’s opinion of hiui' renders it^not 
unlikely. 

September 23rd. — All the little I hear tends to confirm 
the notion that there is an antagonism growing up between 
French and English policy, and that France and Eussbi are 
becoming more and more intimate every day. The points 
of the Treaty on which there are still some differences, and 
on which we appear to be making a great fuss, the French 
seem to care ver^ ‘little about, perhaps being rather disposed 
to side with Russia. These differences are very inconsiderable 
in themselves, but if they lead to coolness and estrangement 
' between us and the French, and to an alliance between 
I France 4nd Russia, they may hereafter be very important. 
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Nothing can be more perplexed and unintelligible (at least to 
those who are not behind the curtain) than the international 
relations of the Great Powers and of their dispositions to- 
wards the jailer ones, and in such a chaos no little tact, 
discretion, and firmness are required to shape our foreign 
policy 

Septemher 2^th, — The "^oid VThich the march of events 
fails to fill up cannot be better occupied than by the follow- 
ing extract from Guizot’s notice on Sir Pobert Peel in 
the ‘Eevue des Deux-Mondes’ (185G). He is speaking of 
democracy in England : — ‘ M. de Talleyrand disait dans la 
Chambre des Pairs, il y a quelqu’un qui a plus d’esprit que 
Napoleon ou quo Voltaire, c’est tout le monde. On pent 
dire ^njourd’hui meme a propos de TAngleterre il y a 
quelqu’un qui a plus de pouvoir que la couronne, plus de 
pouvoir que J’aristocn^ie, c’est tout le monde, et tout le 
monde cjpst la democratic. Ou cominence-t-elle? ou finit- 
elle? a quels signes visibles se distingue-t-elle des autres 
Elements de la societe ? Personne ne pourrait le dire, mais 
peuimport^: pour ^ire difficile a definir, le fait n’ en est ni 
moins certain, ni moins puissant, les elements les plusSiVers 
entrent dans *la composition de la democratie moderne, des 
classes *ri«hes et des classes pauvres, des classes savantes 
et des classes ignorantes, des^ maitres et des ouvriers, des 
conservateurs , et des novateurs, des amis du pouvoir et 
des enthousiastfes de liberte, bien des aristocrates memes, 
dgtaches de leur grigine paw leurs moeiirs, par leur aversion 
des geifes et des devoirs que I’aristocratie impose. Et la 
position d« la democratie anglaise \i'est pas moins changee 
que sa composition ; elle ne se bqrne pas comme jadis a 
d^fendre au besoin ses libertes, elle regarde les affaires 
publique^c^mme les siennes, surveille assidument ceux qui 
les font, et si elle ne gouverne pas I’etat, die domine le 
gouvernement# All this seems to me perfectly true, and the 
best definition the English democracy, its nature, and its 
position that could possibly be given, and that the nature 
of things admits. of. Guizot evidently saw clearly a truth 
which might be elaborated into a very interesting esiay, and , 
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which has often suggested itself to me, namely, that without 
any violence or ostensible disturbances or any change in 
external forms, this country has undergone as great a revo- 
lution as France itself, or any of the continental nations 
which have been torn to pieces by civil discords and contests. 
If we compare the condition of England at any two not very 
distant periods, and the manner in which power and influence 
have been distributed at one and at the other, this \cill be 
very apparent, and nobody can doubt that this process is 
still going on. We are, as Guizot says, ‘ dans pne epoque 
de transition . . . sous Pempire des principes et des senti- 
ments encore confus, perplexes et obscurs, mais essentielle- 
ment deinocratiques, qiii fermentent en Europe depuis quinze 
siecles et y rcmportent de nos jours des vicLoires dont 
personne ne saurait dire encore quel sera le vrai et dernier 
resultat.’ 

Octoher 3rd . — There appears to be a general Reeling of 
uneasiness, almost of alarm, as if something was impending 
to disturb the peace of the world and interrupt the prosperity 
of nations, though nobody can very well tejl wl\^t it is they 
dreacir^ The apprehension is vague, but it is general. The 
only political question of any consequence inSrhich we are 
concerned is that of Naples, and some fancy that tiie'Russian 
manifesto prognosticates a repewal of the contest with that ' 
Empire. 1 have no such idea, but I am quitfe .unable to com- 
prehend what it is the different Powers are *«bout ; there is a 
general impression, probably n<it unfounded, that France and 
Russia are meditating a close alliance, and if this be the 
truth, it is not likely tliat Russia should have ^ut forth a 
State paper offensive to J^rance. It is by ho means impossible 
that Gortschakoff’ may have ascertained that the declara- 
tion of his Emperor’s opinion would not be distasteful to 
the Emperor Napoleon, who probably does notWter con 
amore into thife^ tjontest with Naples and m^^rely does it to 
please us.^ 

* * [The British and French Oovemments had on more than one occasion 
remonstrated with the King of Naples on the cruel tind arbitrary policy of 
his Government, which led e\'entually to his own destruction ; but the King 
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When Baudiii took leave of him at Paris the other day 
on his going to Eussia, he said to him, ^ Is it your Majesty’s 
■wish that I should cultivate the most friendly relations 
with the E^iglish Ministers at Moscow and Petersburg ? ’ to 
vhich the Emperor replied ‘Certainly,’ and ‘ L’Angleterre 
avant^tout.’ ia this there can be little doubt of his personal 
mncerity, but probably his personal disposition and the 
polioy of his Government and the sentiments of the French 
people do not altogether coincide, and this places him in a 
somewhat false position, and will most likely lead to apparent 
vacillation and inconsistency in his conduct. 

Madame de Lieven writes to me that the Neapolitan 
Minister at Paris affirms that his King will not give way at 
the dictation of the allied Powers. We do not, however, as 
yet know what it is that is required of him. If it be true that 
he should govern big people more mildly and liberally, 
nothing^ can be more vague, and our greatest difficulties 
would begin when we had extorted from him promises and 
engagements to act according to our notions of justice and 
humanity.^ Hg would be more than mortal if he was dis- 
posed honestly to act* up to engagements and^pPomises 
extorted frofti him by fear, and it would be impossible for us 
to sufjeigntend and secure their due performance with- 
out taking upon ourselves virtually the government of his 
kingdom’ and superseding the King’s authority.. We never 
should get Fra^nce to concur in this, and on the whole it 
appears more probable tly;it difierences will arise in the 
course* of this joint action between us and France than that 
we should succeed in ameliorating the condition of Naples. 
I fe^ the rage ffir interfering in t^e internal affairs of other 
countries will never be extinguished here. I see in the 
papers to-day an address to Clarendon from the Protestant 

received these remonstrances very ill, and on Octeljn^ 28 the difierenccs 
between these Courts had become so serious that the British and Fieiich 
Minis^rs were wi^drawn from Naples, and a naval squadron appeared off 
the city. The llussian Government at this time issued a circular despatch 
complaining’ of these proceedings of the Western Powers, and denying their 
right to interfere for^he purpose of extorting concessions from ^he King of 
Naples to his own subjects.] 
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Society, requesting he will interpose with the Spanish Go- 
vernment in favour of some Spanish subject who has got 
into trouble in consequence of having turned Protestant, 
and being engaged in difiPusing the Scriptures, and trying to 
convert others to Protestantism, which is an oflPence against 
the laws of Spain. . 

October 7 th , — I have seeil Clarendon and asked him about 
the affair of Naples. He was not very communicative, Und I 
suspect he is not very easy about the course we are pursuing 
and the part he has to play. He first said that it was impos- 
sible for us to tolerate the conduct of the King to us, and 
the impertinence of his note. I asked what it was he said ; 
Clarendon replied it amounted to this, ‘Mind your own 
business.’ Then he alluded to the atrocities of the Govern- 
ment, which ought not to be endured ; that no man was safe 
for a minute, or could tell when ho went to bed at night 
that he might not be arrested in the morning, p,ll which 
was done by the King’s personal orders ; that there was con- 
tinual danger of an outbreak or insurrection, particularly 
of a J^ratist revolution. I told .him my-opiirion of the 
very questionable policy of interference, either as a matter of 
right or of expediency, and nothing could be more lame than 
the case he made out. He said the ships were not act any 
hostile part, or to coerce the. King, which makes the *case 
worse in my rpinion. It is doing neither one thing nor the 
other, violating a sound principle, a.nd incurring great future 
risks without any present object, or effecting any good, qv 
benefiting the people in whom we take an interest. He says 
the Emperor Napoleon lias a great horror of a* Muratist 
movement, the Prince Murat, his cousin, being a most worth- 
less blackguard ; but his son, who married Berthier’s grand- 
daughter and heiress, is a young man full of merit^of ev(^ry 
sort. 

London, October 10th , — I met Clarendon ' again at the 
Travellers’, and had some conversation witli him, b^|; was 
interrupted by Azeglio, or I might probably have learnt more 
about the present state of affairs. He told me that we had 
been sqtfebbling with the French Government, and that the 
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persevering attempts of Eussia to disturb the harmony be- 
tween us and them had not been unsuccessful. Nothing 
in the way of cajolery had been omitted at Moscow to cap- 
tivate the ij^ench, while on one occasion the Emperor had 
been so uncivil that Granville felt himself obliged to go to 
GortS(^akoff and make a formal complaint, which was met by 
all sorts of assurances and j)ro testations in order to mollify 
him, #,nd after this everything went on smoothly. It is a 
curious state of things, for as far as I can make it out, the 
policy of ^le French Government appears to be to become 
intimate with Russia and to be cool with us ; but all the time 
the Emperor (who is the Government) shrinks from anything 
like a breach with England, and clings to the intimacy esta- 
blished between the two Courts, and has a profound respect 
for the Queen and value for her good opinion. I asked him 
how he reconciled the offensive Circular of Gortschakoff with 
the anxi(^y of Eussia to please France, when he said that he 
had no doubt they had told the French that it was aimed 
exclusively at 'it.s*, and had come to an understanding with 
Morny aboijt it,, so that France was not to take oftence at it. 
We are ^low, he said, on the best terms with Ausiria,, and 
Austria on tHe worst with Russia. Russia knows that the 
article f)f ,the treaty compelling her to surrender a part of 
Bes^rabia was the work of Austria, and this was an injury 
and an insult J[for she had never before disgorgjed territory) 
whieh she n«ver would forgive. The Russian Circular would 
have the effect of complicati:»g the Neapolitan question, as it 
made the King more resolved not to yield to the demands of 
the two Powers. He told me that* Palmerston had resolved 
to tal^e up in earnest the question of Law Reform next year, 
and that he (Clarendon) had strongly urged him to do so as 
the best w^ of procuring both strength and credit for his 
Government ; that Palmerston had readily come into it, and 
was resolved tg carry out those measures which have so long 
been under discussion, and which for various reasons have 
hitherlo failed ^ their accomplishment. 

November IQth, —I went to The^'Grove on Saturday and 
had a good deal of comfortable talk^with Clarendoti about ^ 
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foreign affairs, especially the Bolgrad question and Naples. 
He described the former very clearly, and satisfied me that 
we are entirely in the right. It was settled, he said, at 
Paris mainly between him and Orloff. He drew© the line on 
the map as the boundary had been agreed upon, and as he 
was doing so, Orloff said, wish you would^draw it f little 
more to the south ; it will make nx> sort of difference to you, 
and by this means it includes within our line a strip of sierri- 
tory which the Emperor wishes to retain because it forms 
a part of a military colony which he is anxious to keep 
intact ; ’ and Clarendon agreed to draw the line accordingly 
and to accomplish the Emperor’s wishes. They have since 
attempted to quibble about another Bolgrad which was not 
even marked at all on their map, and it turns out that the 
story of the military colony was a mere pretence, as they 
have themselves given that up without making ymy difficulty. 
The state of the case and the difference which has since 
arisen with Bussia and with Erance is this ; the Eihperor 
Napoleon, who is very indolent and abhors the trouble of 
examoji^^g details, and consequently remains often ignorant 
of what it behoves him to know, suffered himself to be bam- 
boozled by Brunnow and misled by Walewski into giving 
his assent to the Eussian interpretation of the bouirdary line, 
and to giving a promise of his support in the controversy. 
Eecently alt Compiegne Cowley, in a long audience, went 
through the whole question with him and minutely explained 
the case against Eussia. The "Emperor said he had never 
really understood it before, acknowledged that our case was 
good, regretted that he had committed himself, buL said that 
having pledged his word .he did not know how to break) that 
pledge and to withdraw the support he had promised to give 
to Eussia in the dispute, and this is the fix iuiwhich 
question now i;;;^ While the foolish and ignorant newspapers 
here (except the ^Times’) are endeavouring to separate the 
Emperor from his ministers, and to make out that h^ is one 
with our Government, and that the difficulties and obstruc- 
tions proceed from other parties, the truth is that they now 
proceed ^entirely from ^himself, worked upon and deceived 
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certainly by Eussian agents and pro-Eussian ministers ; but 
if he really was in the disposition which our press attributes 
to him, he might break through such obligations as he 
suffered himself to be entangled in and settle the question at 
once ; nor is it very easy to see why he does not, for there is 
good reason to Believe he is sincei^ly desirous of remaining 
on good terms with us. I a§ked Clarendon why the question 
could iEiot be again referred to a Conlerence of the Powers 
parties to tlie Treaty, and he said we could not consent to 
this, becau^ we should be in a minority, for Sardinia, partly 
cajoled by Eussia and partly from antipathy to Austria, would 
go against us. 

I asked him about Naples, of which affair ho could give 
but a yery unsatisfactory account and a lame story. He said 
Prance had acted with us very steadily, but that it was she 
who had started this haye, and he had engaged in it in the 
belief tha^tho Emperor would never have mooted the question 
unless ho had been assured that the King of Na];)les would 
yield to the remonstrances of the two Courts, and but for 
that convict^n he wr)uld never have meddled in it, wh ich he 
now very^ much regretted. He had given Carini notice to 
quit, and at tlieir parting interview he had entreated him to 
persuadd tjxe King if possible to change his system, and, 
*now tliat^he was relieved fron^, all interference, menace, or 
coercion, and lijs dignity could not suffer, to give satisfac- 
tion to all Europe by putting an end to the inhuman and 
impolitic system, ^which had occasioned our interference 
and had* drawn upon him remonstrances and advice from 
every Sovereign in Europe. Very ^ood advice, and I hope 
it may«.be followed* but it is a lame j^nd impotent conclusion 
to the menacing demonstrations with which we began to 
quajcyel. Clarendon talked of the various atrocities of the 
Kin^ of l^aples, but with an evident consciou^ess that the 
fact, even if it be true, and not, as is probabl^ exaggerated, 
affords ^o excuse for our policy in the matter. As the 
subject could not be agreeable I did not press it, and 
abstained from tel^ng him how general the opinion is that 
he has committed a great blunder. Jie will probabfjr hear 
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enough of it before the chapter is closed ; even Granville, 
who never says much, said to me yesterday that ‘ it was a 
very foolish affair/ 

Clarendon talked to me of Palmerston, and tqjd me (what 
I think I had heard, and have very likely noted befoi^^) 
that on Aberdeen’s fall Ppjmerston was quitfe ready ijp jcSh 
Derby when Derby tried to forip a Government, and that 
it was Clarendon’s refusal which frustrated that attempt. 
Palmerston endeavoured to persuade Clarendon to join, but 
when Clarendon put to him all the reasons wh^^they had 
both of them better refuse, Palmerston saw them all very 
clearly, and rather imprudently said on leaving him, ‘We 
are both agreed that it will not do to have anything to do 
with Derby and his Government.’ When Clarendon went 
to the Queen and explained his own conduct to her, and she 
expressed to him the embarrassment which she felt, and asked 
him what she could do, he at once said, ‘Send^or Lord 
Palmerston, who is the only man, in the i)resent temper of 
the people and state of affairs, who can form a Government 
that chance of standing. Send for him at. once, place 

yourself entirely in his hands, give him your entire confidence, 
and I will answer for his conduct being all that you can 
desire.’ The Queen took the advice, and has hadouo reason 
to repent of it, and Clarendon told me he had done ei^ery- 
thing in his'^power, and seized every available opportunity' 
to reconcile them to each other, to promote a good feeling 
and understanding, and to soften any little asperities which 
might have made their intercourse less smooth, and the con- 
sequence is that Palmerston gets on with her Yerj well, and 
his good sense as well as-Clarendon’s exhortations make him 
see of what importance it is to him for the easy working of 
his Government and his own ease to be on good, and cordial 
terms with Queen. It is therefore really to Clarendon 
that Palmerston is indebted in great measure, if not entirely, 
for being in his present position, but Clarendon has too 
much tact ever to remind him of it, or of what he was 
himself inclined to do in 1855. 

Nov%inher 19th. — T^^te death of Jervis made the office of 
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Chief Justice of Common Pleas Tacant.^ According to esta- 
blished (but as I think bad) usage, the Attorney- General, 
Cockburn, had a right to take the place, and for the last fort- 
night nothing occupied public attention more than the question 
whether he would take it or not. He was much averse to 
ta£e ijjj but ev^i'ybody pressed hjm to accept it, and after 
much hesitation and consultatitni he agreed to be Chief 
Justiq^, and now it is said he regrets his determination and 
thinks lie has made a mistake. Ho gives up Parliament, for 
which ho w(dl adapted, whore lie acts a conspicuous part, 
being a capital spealcer, and which he likes, and feels that it 
is his element. He gives ux:) the highest place at the bar, 
where he is a successful advocate, and makes 15,000h or 
1G,000/. a year, and he sees that he shall be obliged to give 
up ill great measure his loose habits and assume more 
decorous belnjviour, wh^cli will be a great sacrifice to him, 
and he bejjoines a judge with 0,000/. a year for life, not being 
a good lawyer, and conscious that he will be inferior to his 
colleagues and to the Puisne Judge in Lis own court. As 
soon as he ^ad Qon rented to the promotion a fresh difficulty 
presented itself as to the office of Solicitor- General, for such 
is the penury *of legal ability at this time that Westminster 
Hall cafinyt furnish any men of unquestionable fitness for 
‘ the qjffice, and the difficulty is jiicreased hy the choice being 
'aecessarify restricted to men holding the opii^otis of the 
present Gov<3rnmeiit, iind being’ able to command a seat in 
Parliament. The j have oflefed the place to *tlie Eeeorder, 
James 'Wortley, but up to this moment I know not if it has 
been accepted. 

No^emher 2dn7.— After long delay and apparently much 
hesitation James Wortley has accepted the Solicitor-General- 
ship, He consulted Gladstone and Sidney Herbert, neither 
of them v?ry eligible advisors on such a questio^ G ladstone 
is said to have i;eplied that he would run a* great risk as to 

* rPijdlt Hon. John Jervis, Cliief .Justice of the Common Pleas, died 
■on November 1, 1856, at the ag-e of lifty-four.j 

^ [Right lion. James Stuart Wortley, a^oiinger son of Lord Wliarn- 
clilFe, who then filled llie ofHc© of Recorder of London, which lie&u|fendered 
for that of Solicitor-General.] * 
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Hs pecuniary interests, but if be could support the foreign 
policy of the Government, there was no reason why he 
should not accept. He retains his rank of Privy Councillor, 
of which I doubt the fitness, as it places him at^ all events in 
a very anomalous position, for the law officers are the official 
advisers of the Privy Council and are oftm called jipon to 
sit there as assessors. However, the Judges are said to haVe 
pronounced an opinion that there is no reason why he ghould 
not plead in any of the courts. It is said, and I believe 
truly, that now Cockburn has taken the irretrievable step 
he is very sorry for it, and is more struck by the necessary 
consequences of his promotion than he was at first. He has 
all his life been a very debauched fellow, but he is clever, 
good-natured, and of a liberal disposition and much liked by 
his friends. A story is told of him that he was in the* habit 
of going down on Sundays to Richmond or elsewhere with a 
woman, and generally with a different one, and the landlady 
of the inn he went to remembered that Sir A. Cockburn always 
brought Lady Cockburn with him, but that she never saw any 

woman who looked so different on different days, and this 

r* 

gave rise to another story. When Lord Campbell went to 
some such place with Lady Stratheden (who Ifad been raised 
to the peerage before her husband), the mistress of the house 
said that Sir A. Cockburn alwp,ys brought Lady CoMurnh with^ 
him, but that the Chief Justice brought another lady and not 
Lady Camiphell, 

While we 'have meetings perpetually held and innumer- 
able writings put forth to promote education and raise the 
moral standard of the people, we are horrified and alarmed 
day after day by accopnts of the most' frightful murders, 
colossal frauds, and crimes of every description. War has 
ceased, though the Temple of Janus seems only to be ajar ; but 
the world instill in commotion, in alarm, and ''visited by 
every sort of calamity, moral and material, Jn the midst of 
which it is difficult to discover any signs of the improvement 
of the human race, even of those portions of it ^ich are 
supposed to be the most civilised and the most pro-^ 
gressi^e. P 
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December 7th , — ^At Wrotham and at Ossington last week. 
The news of the day is that we are to have another ^ Confer- 
ence ’ at Paris, to settle the Bolgrad affair, our Government 
having given way to what Clarendon told me he certainly 
would not consent ; but we had managed to get matters into 
such a fix, and was so necessary to extricate all the several 
partied from the embarrassed po^sitions in which they were 
placed by their own or by dach other’s faults, that no alter- 
native remained. This arrangement, which is not very con- 
sistent with Palmerston’s recent declarations at Manchester 
and in London, is proclaimed by the Government papers, and 
generally understood to be a means of enabling Russia to 
concede our demands with as little loss of dignity and credit 
as possible, and to terminate the difference between us and 
Frande by our making an apparent concession to France, 
while she makes a real one to us. Everything has evidently 
been carefully arranged for the playing out of this diplomatic 
farce, anff Cowley, who is to be our sole representative, is to 
be accommodating and not quarrelsome ; but rcste a savoir 
whether the manceqvres of some of the others may not pro- 
voke his#temper and brin^ about angry collisions. Between 
this matter ^d the biwue we have made of our Neapolitan 
interfei^mce, never was there such a deplorable exhibition as 
our foreign policy displays ; but nobody seems to care much 
about it,* and though there will in all probabili^' J^e a good 
deal* of sparring, and taunts and sneers in Parliament, 
Palmerston’s Government ijill incur no danger of any 
adverse, vote, for Everybody is conscious that in the actual 
state of j;)p;rties and the dearth of parliamentary leaders, 
every man of sufiSicient ability being disqualified for one 
reason or another, no man but Palmerston can conduct a 
Government or command a majority in Parliament ; nor does 
there appear in the distance any man likely to be able to fill 
his place in the event of his death or his* bi?Saking down, 
events which must be contemplated as not very remote when 
he is s€?r^^nty-tlilfee years old, although his wonderful constitu- 
tion and superhuman vigour of miifd and body make every- 
body forget his age and regard the possibility of hi^demise 

V 2 
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With the sort of incredulity which made the courtier of 
IiOuis XrV. exclaim on the death of that monarch, ‘ Apr^a 
la mort du Roi on pent tout croire.’ 

Great astonishment has been excited by the appointment 
of a Mr. Biekersteth as Bishop of Ripon, against whom no- 
thing can be said, nor an}^thing for him, ex<iept that he is a 
very Low Churchman. All the vacant sees have now beAi 
filled with clergymen of this colour, wliieli is not vei^y fair 
or prudent, as it will exasperate the moderate High Church- 
men and set them strongly against a Government which 
appears determined to shut the door of ecclesiastical pre- 
ferment against all but the Lowest Churchmen, and such 
a policy will most liktdy have the cfiect of encouraging the 
advocates of those extreme measures of an anti-Catholic or 
a puritanical character which always give so much trouble 
and embarrassment when they are brought forward in 
Parliament. 

December 12th , — The Conference to which Clarendon told 
me he would not agree is going to take place after all, but 
everybody is ridiculing what is notoriously a go|;-up comedy 
with a?oregone conclusion, devised to solve tlie difficulty into 
which all the great actors had got thomselves} but it is not 
yet quite clear what the modus ojyerandl is to be. From what 
I have picked up hero and there I gather that Sardinia^is to 
he induced ^o give a casting vote against Russia, leaving 
France still at liberty to fulfil her original engagemeni and 
vote with her, while w^e obtain _the object for which wo have 
stood out, and by such a dodge to bring the dispute to an 
end. When Parliament meets there will he pjenty to be 
said about this aiiair and about Naples, and no douhfc the 
Opposition or the malcontents will be able to bombard the 
Government and vent their spleen, hut that will be all, for 
Palmerston is perfectly invulnerable and may cohimit any 
blunders with inipunity. ^ 

A report has been lately current that Gladstone will 
become the leader of the Opposition vice Disraeli, al^eport I 
thought quite wild and'* improbable, but I heard the other 
day soaiething which ^ooks as if it was not so much out of 
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tlie question as I had imagined. George Bjng told me he 
had met Sir William Jolliffe, who is the Derbyite whipper-in, 
at Wrotham, and having asked him whether there was any 
foundation for the above report, he replied that it certainly 
\fas not true at present, that he could not say what might or 
i^ighknot happen hereafter, but that he could not at once be 
accepted as leader, and must in* any case first serve in the 
rank^. I do not know what may be the value of Jolliffe’s 
opinions, or what he knows of the intentions of his chief, but 
he may probably be more or less acquainted with the senti- 
ments of his party, and may be aware that their necessities 
have modified their extreme repugnance to Gladstone, and 
that they may now be willing to accept him as leader (even- 
tually), though two years ago they so peremptorily insisted 
on his entire exclusion from their political society. Mean- 
while tliere is no corali nation amongst them. Derl)y is at 
Knowsleji amusing himself, and Disraeli at Paris, doing 
nobody knows what. 

There is talk of Lord Granville’s resigning the lead and 
his office aild gohig’to Irdand instead of Carlisle, or tj^ Paris 
instead of Cawley, but he has never intimated the least 
intention of doing either. Ireland he certainly will not go to ; 
Paris is inft so impossible. There seems some doubt whether 
his Healtji will admit of his going on in the House of Lords, 
and* if they knew how to got Cowley away^ft’om Paris 
without doing him an injustice or an unkin^dness, I think 
they would not sorry, fof his position there is unsatis- 
factory.* It is a serious inconvenience to be on such terms 
witli Waletvski that they never converse at all except when 
business obliges them to meet, and ihe consequence of their 
relations is that all affairs between the two countries are 
carried o^ between Clarendon and Persigny in London, and 
as little as possible at Paris, because the Empojior now fights 
rather shy of Cowley, and is by no means on the same terms 
with hisa as heij^tofore, though always very civil and cordial 
enough when they meet; and Hjp Majesty will not part 
with Walewski, who, although of a moderate capacity, 
is clever enough to know how to ’deal with his faster. 
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and make himself agreeable to him, and the Emperor 
knows that if he were to change his Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, it would be attributed to the influence of England 
and be on that account unpopular. The English press has 
rendered Walewski the incalculable service^of making him 
popular in France, and** rendering it impossible for the 
Emperor to dismiss him, even If he had a mind to do so, 
which he has not. ^ 

December 17th , — There was an article in the * Times ’ the 
day before yesterday commenting in severe terflis upon a 
transaction of our Foreign Office, as set forth in a Blue 
Book, in relation to Brazil. It was the old subject of the 
slave trade, and the old method of arrogant overbearing 
meddling and dictation, a case as odious and unjust as any 
one of those by which Palmerston’s foreign administration 
has ever been disgraced. I really no longer recognise my 
old friend Clarendon, in whose good sense and moGeration I 
used to place implicit confidence, and believed that he would 
inaugurate a system at the Foreign Office very different 
from tkat of Palmerston, and which would tend to Relieve us 
from the excessive odium and universal unpopularity which 
Palmerston had drawn uj^on us. It appears that I T^as mis- 
taken. I told Granville yesterday morning whak I thought 
of this case, and asked him if it was correctly- stated. He 
said he regarded it just as I did, and that it was quite irue, 
every word of^it. I then expressed my astonis*hraent that 
Clarendon should have acted in this way, and he replied, 

‘ The fault of Clarendon is that he is always thinking of the 
effect to be produced by Blue Books, and he looks after popu- 
larity, and is influenced oy those he acts with. Under Aber-r 
deen he was very moderate, but he saw that the moderation 
of Aberdeen made him unpopular, while Palmerston’s popu- 
larity in greak m/jasure arose from his very different manner 
towards other Powers, so when Palmerston became Prime 
Minister instead of Aberdeen, he fell readily kito the 
Palmerstonian method.’ i I dare say this is the truth, and 
besides- the contagion of Palmerston himself, he is sur- 
rounded by men at the Foreign Office who are prodigious 
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admirers of Palmerston And of bis slashing ways, and who 
no doubt constantly urge Clarendon to adopt a similar style. 
All this is to me matter of great regret personally, and it is 
revolting as*to good taste, and, as X believe, to our national 
interests. It is, however, a consolation to see that the most 
j^owerful and influential of our journals has the courage, in- 
dependence, and good sens§ to protest publicly against such 
violent and unjustifiable proceedings. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

Slate of England after the AVar - -Prussia and Nenfcluilel — Sir Rohert Peel’s* 
Account of the Ilussiau Coronation — An Historical Puzzle — Tlie Death 
of Princess Ijieven — iSIr. Spurgeon’s Preaching — Mr. Gladstone in 
Opposition — Tit for Tat — Dilliciilt Kelations witli Frances - -Lord John 
in Opposition — ^Tlie Liddell v. AVesterton Case — Death of Lord Elles- 
mere-Violent Opposition to the Government on the (^ina Question — 
Languid Defence of the Governmenc —Impending Dissolution — I*opu- 
larity of Lord Palmerston — Despotism of iVIinislers — Parliament dis- 
solved -Judgement on Liddell v. AVesterton - Lord I’alra erst on's .A^ddress 
— The Elections — Defeat of the Manchester Leaders — Fear of Radical 
Tendencies — The Country approves the Chinese Policy— -Death of Lady 
Keith. 


January 9 thy 1857. — The old year ended and the new 
year began strangely. After three years of expensive war 
the balance-sheet exhibited sucha^state of wealth and pro- 
sperity as may well make us Hlie envy of surrounding nations; ’ 
but while we have recovered the great blessing of peace, we 
have to look hack uj^on a year stained beyond all .precedent 
witli frightful crimes of every sort and kind: horrible mur*2ers, 
enormous frands, and scandalous robberies an«3 defalcations. 
The whole attention of the country is now drawn to the 
social questions which press upon ns with appalling urgency, 
and the next session of Parliament, which is rapidly* advan- 
cing, ,must bo principally engaged in the endeavour to find 
remedies for the evils and dangers incident to our corrnpted 
population, and our erroneous and inadequate penal system,, 
the evils and dangers of which threaten to become greater 
and more difR^ult to remedy every day. From this question 
it is impossible fo dissever that of educatioa, for at least 
we ought to make the experiment whether ^le diff^ion of 
education will or will not be conducive to the diminution of 
crime, and we shall see w'hether the sectarian prejudices, the 
strength^ and obstinacy t of which have hitherto erected im- 
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passable barriers to the progress of educating the people, will 
retain all their obstinacy in the face of the existing evil, or 
whether the bodily fear and the universal persuasion of the 
magnitude find imminence of the danger will not operate 
upon bigotry itself and render the masses more reasonable. 
Besidfis these Snportant questions the new year opens with 
a most unpleasant prospecii abrofid, where everything seems 
to go wrong and our foreign relations, be the cause what, 
or the fault whose it ma3\ to be in a very unhappy state. 

The quarrel between Prussia and Switzerland ^ is one in 
which we appear to have no immediate interest, except that it 
is always our interest to prevent any infraction of the general 
peace, but of course we could not think of not interfering in 
some^way or other in the matter. The King of Prussia has 
behaved as ill and as foolishly as possible, and our Govern- 
ment entirel^i disappro'^e of his conduct and have given the 
Sw'iss to 4JLnderstaiid that all our sympathies are with them, 
and that we think they have right on their side. If Prance 
and England were now on really good terms, and would act 
together Avitli c«rdihlity Q,iid authority, nothing would be so 
easy as fo put a prompt extinguisher on the Swiss affair ; but 
as we cannot agree upon a common course of action, there is 
danger* o£i the dispute drifting into a war, though it is evi- 
dently so much the interest and the desire of the Emperor 
Najjoleoii to ajlow no shots to be fired, that I-^still expect, 
even at thi^ almost the eleventh hour, to be in a complete fix. 
The Swiss will nqf release tbffe prisoners unless the King will 
at thesftme time abandon his claims on Neufchatel, or unless 
England a*id Prance will guarantee that he will do so. The 
King^will do nothing and agree to nothing unless the Swiss 
will previously and unconditionally release the prison ei’S, and 

’ [The t*ru5’sian Crown retainwl, by Iho Treaty of ^uiina, rights of 
sovereignly over the Swiss Canton of Neufchatel, and appointed a Ciovernor 
there. In other lespecls the Neufchatelese enjoyed all the riglits and 
liberties Swiss ^ytizens. This anomalous state of things naturally gave 
rise to friction. The King of Prussia derived no sort of advantage from his 
nominal sovereignty; but as a matter of dimity he declined to renounce it, 
and even threatened a*inilitary occupation of the Canton, wliich jjie Swiss 
Confederation would have resisted.] 
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moreover he repudiates our intervention, as he thinks us un- 
fairly disposed to himself. The simplest course would be for 
England and France to declare that a Prussian invasion of 
Switzerland should be a casus belli, and I think wef should have 
no objection to this, but France won’t go along with us. 
Then if the Swiss should d^sliver over the prisoners to France, 
and she would accept the depot, all might be settled. As it is, 
we have backed up Switzerland to resist, and if war ensues 
we shall leave her to her late — a very inglorious course to 
pursue ; and although I have a horror of war, and am alive 
to the policy of keeping well with France, I am inclined to 
think that having encouraged the Swiss to a certain point it 
would better become us to take our own independent line 
and to threaten Prussia with war if she does not leave Switzer- 
land alone, than to sit tamely by and see her, unimpeded, 
execute her threats. The Government are evidently much 
embarrassed by this question, which is still further compli- 
cated by the matrimonial engagement between the two Poyal 
families. 

January 13fh . — The Swiss alfair seems settlftd, so far at 
least that there will be no war. The prisoners wUl be released, 
but I dare s.ay the King of Prussia will chicaner about the 
abdication of his rights over Neufchatel. All thie world is 
occupied with Sir Ilobert Peel’s speech, or lecture as^ he terms 
it, at Birihiiigham, where he gave an account, meant l^o be 
witty, of his sejour in Kussia a^id its incideilts. It was 
received with shouts of applause by a congenial Brummagem 
audience, and by deep disapprobation in every decent sociejiy 
and by all reasonable people. 

January \4ith , — I me!j Clarendon last night, who told me 
the Swiss question was still in doubt, for the King was 
shuffling and would probably play them a trick, ^a^d though 
he knew the'imsoners were going to be liberated, he wopld 
not engage positively to give up his claim. The Emperor 
Napoleon has behaved very ill and ungratefiiUy to tj^^e Swiss, 
who in consequence we^'e more irritated against him than 
against the King of Prussia himself. Nothing could equal 
the fawning flattery '"and servility of the King to the 
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Emperor, who was at the same time tickled by it and dis- 
gusted. 

January — At Woburn for two days. I found the 

Duke entirely occupied with a question (on which he had of 
cburse a various correspondence), whether when Aberdeen’s 
(jrovei^iment was formed, Aberdeen had at the time imparted 
to John Eussell his wish a«id intention to retire as soon as 
possiftle, so that John might take his place as Premier. To 
ascertain this fact, he had applied to Lord John and Aberdeen, 
to LansdofWne and to Clarendon, all of whom he invited to 
send him their recollections and impressions, whicli they did. 
The matter now is not of much importance, but is worth 
noticing from the evidence it aifords of the difficulty of 
arriving at truth, and therefore of the fallibility of all 
history. Though this circumstance is so recent, and at the 
time was so important, •not one of the parties, neither Lord 
John no]<» Aberdeen nor the other two, can recollect what did 
pass, but as they all concur in their impressions that no such 
engagement was gij:cn when the Government was formed, it 
may safely %e cbncluded-that this is the truth. I know I 
heard all thq|j(; ];)assed, and certainly I never heard of any such 
intention, though I did hear some time afterwards that such 
had been*Aberdeen’s expressed wish and Lord John’s expec- 
tation. *1 read Aberdeen’s letters, in which he entered into 
oth^r matters •connected with his Governinent^^and I must 
say more creditable, gentlemanlike, and aiuiable letters I 
never read. 

January 28th . — At Stoke from Saturday to Monday. On 
returning lo town, we heard that the Persian war was over, 
Paliii^rston’s usual luck bringing ft settlement of the only 
question that could be embarrassing on the eve of the meet- 
ing of Pa#*liament. But the news only comes telegraphically, 
so unless confirmed must be doubtful, and canifot be named 
in the Speech,*^ 

^ [Di^rences ihid arisen in tho spring of 1856 Between Great Britain 
and the Court of Persia, in consequence of^hich the British Minisler was 
withdrawn from Tehejan. In October 1856 Herat was attacked and taken 
by the Persians, which led to war. A detacl^|nent of British tr<ipps under 
General Outram landed at Bushire on January 27, 1857, and tlie Persians * 
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Two remarkable deaths have occurred, one of which 
touches me nearly, that of Madame de Lieven ; the other is 
that of the Duke of Rutland. Madame de Lieven died, after 
a short illness, of a severe attack of bronchitis, the Duke 
having lingered for many months. Very different characters. 
Madame de Lieven came t© this country at the end of k812 or 
beginning of 1813 on the war breaking out between Russia and 
Prance. Pozzo di Borgo had preceded the Lievens to Srenew 
diplomatic relations and make arrangements with us. She 
w^as at that time young, at least in the prime of life, and 
though without any pretensions to beauty, and indeed with 
some personal defects, she had so fine an air and manner, 
and a countenance so pretty and so full of intelligence, as to 
be on the whole a very striking and attractive person, <.quite 
enough so to have lovers, several of whom she engaged in 
succession without seriously attaching herself to any. Those 
who were most notoriously her slaves at different tunes were 
the present Lord Willoughby, the Duke of SutlierLand (then 
Lord Gower), the Duke of Cannizzai’o (then Count St. 
Antonio), and the Duke of Palinclla, who 'was ^particularly 
clever and agreeable. Madame de Lieven was a tres grande 
dame, with abilities of a very fine order, gi’eattact andyoie^^se, 
and taking a boundless pleasure in the society ofetlie great 
world and in political affairs of every sort. People here were 
not slow to^»acknowledge her merits and social excell^ice, 
and she almost immediately took ][icr place in the cream of 
the cream of English society, farming clo^e intimacies wi|di 
the most conspicuous women in it, and assiduously culti- 
vating relations with the most remarkable men of’all parties. 
These personal liaisons^, sometimes led her into poilitical 
partisanship not always prudent and rather inconsistent with 
her position, character, and functions here. Biat^I do not 
believe she wsliS ever mixed up in any intrigues, nor even, at a 

wero defeated at Koosbab on February 8. Peace was signpi in Paris between 
Her Majoiity and the Shah on March 4, the Persians opgaging^i? abstain 
from all interference in the internal aifairs of Afghanistan, and to respect 
the independence of Herat, if these dates are correct, as given in Irving’s 
Annals our Time, the intelligence of the peace cannot have reached 
London so soon as Mr. Greviilo supposed, and rumour anticipated the event.] 
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later period, that she was justly obnoxious to the charge of 
caballing and mischief-making which has been so lavishly 
cast upon her. She had an insatiable curiosity for political 
information,^ and a not unnatural desire to make herself 
Tigeful and agreeable to her own Court by imparting to her 
Imperial masters and mistresses^ all the information she 
acquired and the anecdotp slie picked up. Accordingly 
whilc^sho was in England, which was from 1812 to 1834, she 
devoted herself to societ}^, not without selection, but without 
exclusion,, ex cei^t that she sought and liabitually confined 
herself to the highest and best. The Regent, afterwards 
George IV., delighted in her company, and she was a fre- 
quent guest at the Pavilion, and on very intimate t(u*ms 
with Lady Conyngham, for although Madame de Lieven w^as 
not very tolerant of mediocrity, and social and colloquial 
sujieriority wj^s necessaj.y to her existence, she always made 
great allowances for Royalty and those immediately con- 
nected with it. She used to be a great deal at Oatlands, .and 
w’as one of the few intimate friends of the Duchess of York, 
herself very^intejligtmt, and who therefore had in the eyes of 
Madams de Lieven the double charm of her position and her 
agreeablencs^. It was her duty as w^ll as her inclination to 
cultivaiKi yie members of all the successive Cabinets which 
pass'd before her, and she became the friend of Lord 
Castlereagli, of Canning, the Duke of Wellingtoiif^jlord Grej^ 
Lorcl Palmerston, John Russell, Aberdeen, and many others 
of inferior note, and she w%s likewise one of the liahiiiu's 
of Holland House, which was always more or less neutral 
ground, ev^n when Lord Holland ^as himself a member of 
the government. * When Talleyrjyid came over here as 
Ambassador, there was for some time a sort of antagonism 
between the two embassies, and particularly between the 
ladies of ?ach, but Madame de Dino (now Duch^se de Sagan) 
was so clever, ^nd old Talleyrand himself sh remarkable and 
■so agreeable, that Madame de Lieven was irresistibly drnavn 
toward^hem, and for the last year or two of their being in 
England they bec^ame extremely intimate ; but her greatest 
friend in England was Lady Cowiper, afterwards Lady 
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Palmerston, and tlirougli her she was also the friend of 
Palmerston, who was also well affected towards Russia, till 
his jealous and suspicious mind was inflamed by his absurd 
notion of her intention to attack us in India, a crotchet which 
led us into the folly and disaster of the Afghan war. In 
1834 the Lievens were recalled, and she war established at 
St. Petersburg in high fav;our about the Empress, but her 
sejonr there was odious to her, and she was inconsola|)le at 
leaying England, where after a residence of above twenty 
years she had become rooted in habits and affection^ although 
she never really and completely understood the countiy. 
She remained at St. Petersburg for several jnonths, until 
her two youngest children were taken ill, and died almost at 
the same time. This dreadful blow, and the danger of the 
severe climate to her own health, gave her a valid excuse 
for desiring leave of absence, and ^she left Russia never to 
return. She went to Italy, where M. de Lieven died about 
the year 1836 or 1837, after which she established herself 
in Paris, where her salon became the rendezvous of the best 
society, and particularly the neutral i ground on which 
eminent men and politicians of all colours coulJi meet, and 
where her tact and adroitness made them coidgregate in a 
sort of social truce. 

I do not know at what exact period it was that she 
made thcN^j^cquaintance of M. Guizot, but their 'intimacy 
no doubt was established after he had begun to plky a 
great political part, for his lil^prary and philosophical cele- 
brity would not alone have had mucli charm for h6r. 
They were, however, already great friends at -^lie time of 
his embassy to England, and she took that opportunity of 
coming here to pay a visit to her old friends. The l^all of 
Thiers’ Government and Guizot’s becoming Minister for 
Foreign Aff'^rs of course drew Madame de Lieven^ still more 
closely to him, and during the whole of his administration 
their alliance continued to be of the closest and most inti- 
mate character. It was an immense object to her tb possess 
the entire confidence oi the French Minister for Foreign 
Affairsg who kept her e w courant of all that was going on ia 
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the political world, while it is not surprising that he should 
be irresistibly attracted by a woman immensely superior to 
any other of his acquaintance, who was fully able to com- 
prehend and willing to interest herself about all the grand 
and important subjects which he had to handle and manage, 
and who associated herself with a complete sympathy in all 
Itis political interests. Their liaison, which some people 
consider mysterious, but wTiich I believe to have been en- 
tirely social and political, grew constantly more close, and 
every moment that Guizot could snatch from the Foreign 
Office and the Chamber he devoted to Madame de Lieven. 
He used to go there regularly three times a day on his way 
to and his way from the Chamber, when it was sitting, and 
in the evening ; but while he was by far her first object, she 
cultif^ated the society of all the most conspicuous and remark- 
able people whom she could collect about her, and she was 
at one time very intimate with Thiers, though his rivalry 
with Gufzot and their intense hatred of each other even- 
tually produced a complete estrangement between her and 
Thiers. 

The •revolution of lSr48 dispersed her friends, broke up 
her salon, and terrified her into making a rather ludicrous, 
but as it turned out wholly unnecessary, escape. She came 
to England, where she remained till affairs appeared to bo 
settled fn France and all danger of disturbance^ an end. 
She? then returned to Paris, where she remainedl7not without 
fear and trembling, during tjje period of peril* and vicissitude 
'vfhich ^t length •ended, much to her satisfaction, with the 
cou;p d^ctat^and the Empire. Guizot had returned to Paris, 
but constantly refused to take any part in political affairs, 
either under the Eepublic or with the new government of 
Louis Napoleon. This, however, did not prevent Madame 
de Lieveft (though their friendship continued the same) from 
showing her sp^mpathy and goodwill to the Imperial regime, 
and her salon, which had been decimated by previous events, 
was soOtl repl?hished by some of the ministers or adherents 
of the Empire, who, though they ^id not amalgamate veiy 
well with her old hahihies, supplied her with interesting 
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information, and subsequently, when the war broke out, 
rendered her very essential service. When the rupture took 
place all the Eussian subjects were ordered to quit Paris. 
She was advised by some of her friends to disobey the order, 
for as she was equally pi'ecludcd from going to England, tlje 
circumstances in which this order placed heivwere indescrib- 
ably painful and even dangerous, but she said that howevefl* 
great the sacrifice, and though she was entirely indepoi)dent, 
she was under so many obligations and felt so much attach- 
ment to the Imperial family that, cost her what it might, 
she would obey the order, and accordingly she repaired to 
Brussels, where for a year and a half or two years she took 
up her melancholy and uncomfortable abode. At last this 
banishment from her home and her friends, with all the priva- 
tions it entailed, became insupportable, and she endeavoured, 
through the intervention of some of her Imperialist friends, 
to obtain leave of the French Government to return to Paris, 
either witli or without (for it is not clear which) the consent 
of her OAvn Court. The Emperor Napoleon seems to have been 
easily moved to compassion, and signified his consent to her 
return. No sooner did this hccoino known to Cowley and 
the English G overnment than they resolved to •interpose for 
the pur2)ose of i)reventing her return to Paris, and Cowley 
went to Walcwski and insisted that the Emperor’s j)ermis- 
sion shouldn^he revoked. The enimk cordiale was ‘ then in 
full force, nothing could be refused to the English Ambas- 
sador, and Madame de Lieven.was informed that she must 
not come back to Paris. She bore this sad disa^ipokitineht 
with resignation, made no complaints, and resolved to hide 
her time. Some months later she caused a reiDresentation 
to be made to the French Government that the state of her 
health made it impressible for her to prass another winter at 
Brussels, an(J that she was going to Nice, but as was of 
vital importance ^to her to consult her medical adviser at 
Paris, she craved permission to proceed to Nice via Paris, 
where she would only stay long enough for that ^purjrose. 
The permission was granted. She wrote me word that she 
was gqiixg to Paris to remain there a few days. I replied that 
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1 was much mistaken in her if once there she ever quitted 
it again. She arrived and was told by her doctor that it 
would be dangerous in her state to continue her journe3\ 
She never did proceed further, and never did quit Paris 
again. The Government winked at her stay, and never 
molested or interfered with her. ^ She resumed her social 
hflbits, but with great caution and reserve, and did all she 
could Jio avoid giving umbrage or exciting suspicion. It was 
a proof of the greatness of her mind, as well as of her prudence 
and good temper, that she not only testified no resentment 
at the conduct of Cowley towards her, but did all she could to 
renew amicable relations with him, and few things annoyed 
her more than his perseverance in keeping aloof from her. 
From the time of her last departure from England up to 
the death of Frederic Lamb (Lord Beauvale and Melbourne) 
she maintained a constryit correspondence with him. After 
his death she proposed to me to succeed him as her corre- 
spondent, and for the last two or three years our epistolary 
commerce was intimate and unbroken. She knew a vast 
deal of the jrorl4 ar?d its history during the half century she 
had lived and played a part in it, but she was not a woman 
of much readftng, and probably at no time had been very 
highly f)r extremely educated, but her excessive cleverness 
and Jjier finesse (Vesprit supplied the want of education, and 
there wa§ one book with which her mind was^^^rpetually 
nourished by reading it over and over again. This was 
the ‘ Letters of Madame Se iSevigne,’ and to* the constant 
study of# those unrivalled letters she was no doubt consider- 
ably indebi^d for her own epistolai^ eminence, and for her 
admirable style of writing, not, however, that her style 
and Madame de Sevigne’s were at all alike. She had not 
(in her letters at least) the varietj", the abundance, or the 
abandon of the great Frenchwoman, but she waj^ more terse 
and epigrammatic, and she had the same graphic power 
and faculty of conveying much matter in few words. 

Nothing could exceed the charm of her conversation or 
her grace, ease, and tact in society. She had a nice and 
accurate judgement, and an exquisite*taste in the choice of 

VOL. II. . a 
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her associates and friends; but though taking an ardent 
pleasure in agreeableness, and peculiarly susceptible of being 
bored, she was not fastidious, full of politeness and good 
breeding, and possessed the faculty of turning ^every one to 
account, and eliciting something either of entertainment jor 
information from the least important of h«r acquaintance. 
It has been the fashion here, and the habit of the vulgtir 
and ignorant press, to stigmatise Madame de Listen as 
a mischievous intriguer, who was constantly occupied in 
schemes and designs hostile to the interests of our country. 
I firmly believe such charges to be utterly unfounded. She 
had resided for above twenty years, the happiest of her 
life, in England, and had imbibed a deep attachment to the 
country, where she had formed many more intimacies and 
friendships than she possessed anywhere else, and to the last 
day of her life she continued to cherish the remembrance 
of her past connexion, to cultivate the society of English 
people, and to evince without disguise her predilection for 
their country. She had never lived much in Eussia, her 
connexion with it had been completely dissolved, and all she 
retained of it was a respectful attachment to the 'Imperial 
family, together with certain sympathies arid feelings of 
loyalty for her native country and her Sovereign which it 
would have been unnatural and discreditable to disavow. 
Her well«]mown correspondence with the lmj)orial Court 
was only caused by the natural anxiety of .those great 
persons to be "kept an coiirant^i social and political affairs 
by such an accomplished correspondent, bHit I do not believe 
she was ever employed* by them in any business or any 
political design ; on the contrary, she was rather distrusted 
and out of favour with them, on account of her being so 
denaturalised and for her ardent affection for England and 
the Englis^^i. Eussia was the country of her bifth, France 
the country of* her adopted abode, but England was the 
country of her predilection. With this cosmopolite cha- 
racter she dreaded everything which might produce hostile 
collision between any ^two of these countries. She was 
greatly annoyed when, the question of the Spanish marriages 
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embittered the relations between France and England, but 
infinitely more so at the Turkish quarrel, and the war which 
it produced. Those who fulminated against her intrigues 
were, as I bqlieve, provoked at the ^efforts she made, so far 
as^she had any power or influence, to bring about the restora- 
tion of peace, am unpardonable offence in the eyes of all who 
were bent on the continuation of .tlie war. She lived to see 
peace Restored, and closed £er eyes almost at the moment 
that the last seal was put to it by the Conference of Paris. 
Her last illness was sudden and short. Her health had 
always been delicate, and she was very nervous about her- 
self; an attack of bronchitis brought on fever, which rapidly 
consumed her strength, and brought her, fully conscious, 
within sight of death ; that consummation, which at a dis- 
tance *she had always dreaded, she saw arrive with perfect 
calmness and jfesignation, and all the virtues and qualities 
for which the smallest credit was given her seem to have 
shone fortli with unexpected lustre on her deathbed. Her 
faculties were bright and unclouded to the last, her courage 
and presence of jnimd w^ere unshaken, she evinced a tender 
consideraption for the feelings of those who were lamenting 
around her b«»d, and she complied with the religious obliga- 
tions pr^jscribed by the Church of which she wa s a member 
with^a devotion the sincerity of which we have no right to 
question." She made her son Paul and Guizot lea her room 
a fe\? hours .before she died, that they might be spared the 
agony of witnessing her Actual dissolution, smd only three 
or* four .hours belbre the supreme moment, she mustered 
strength tq write a note in pencil to Guizot with these 
words: ^Merci jioftr vingt annees d’amitie et de bonheur. 
He m’oubliez pas, adieu, adieu ! ’ It was given to him after 
her death. 

Fehruc0hy 8th , — I am just come from hearing the cele- 
brated Mr. Spurgeon preach in the Music Hall of the Surrey 
Gardens. It was quite full; he told us from the pulpit 
that 9,0f}D peo^e were present. The service was like the 
Presb 3 ’^terian : Psalms, pi’ayers, expounding a Psalm, and 
a sermon. He is certainly very remarkable, and undeniably 
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a very fine character; not remarkable in person, in face 
rather resembling a smaller Macaulay, a very clear and 
powerful voice, which was heard throug*h the whole hall ; a 
manner natural, impassioned, and without affectation or 
extravagance ; wonderful fluency and command of language, 
abounding in illustration, and very often o^ a very familiar 
kind, but without anything either ridiculous or irrevereiit. 
He gave me an impression of his earnestness and Ws sin- 
cerity ; speaking without book or notes, yet his discourse was 
evidentlj' very carefully prepared. The text was ^ Cleanse me 
from my secret sins,’ and he divided it into heads, the misery, 
the folly, the danger (and a fourth which I have forgotten) of 
secret sins, on all of which he was very eloquent and impres- 
sive. Pie preached for about three-quartei’s of an lioui*, and, 
to judge of tJie handkerchiefs and the audible sobs, with 
great effect. 

Wo have had a week of Parliament, and though nothing 
important has occurred, the discussions do not seem to have 
raised the reputation of the Government or to promise them 
an easy session, though nobody seems to ^X2>ect that their 
stability is likely to be shaken. Disraeli and Gladstone 
seem verging towards each other in oppositioft, but there is 
no appearance of a coalition between them ; the only*' striking 
fact is that the Of^position, of whose disunion we have heard 
so mnclijicnd of the internal repulsion supposed to prevail 
among tliejn, seems to be as united as ever it has been, and 
the usual peofde ajipeared at Dorby^s and Disraeli’s gatherings. 

I take it that any appearance of vulnerability of the Govern- 
ment silences all manifeLtations of their mutual antipathies, 
and puts them on the qui vive to turn out their opponents. 

Gladstone seems bent on leading Sir George Lewis a weary 
life, but Lewis is just the man to encounter and baffle such 
an opponen^, for he is cold-blooded as a fish, tofilly devoid 
of sensibility or* nervousness, of an imperturbable temper, 
calm and resolute, laborious and indefatigable, and exceed- 
ingly popular in the House of Commons from liis general 
good hunionr and civility, and the credit given him for 
honour, sincerity, plain dealing, and good intentions. 
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February lltli, — The Bake of Bedford told me yesterday 
that Clarendon had complained to him bitterly of John 
Eussell’s speech the first night of the session, of the hostility 
it manifested/ and jjarticularly of what he said about Naples. 
On* looking at the report of the speech, the Neapolitan part 
wa^ ceitainly strong, but it was not stronger than was war- 
ranted by the circumstance* of the case, and there seems 
no rea^n why Lord John should abstain from Sjjeaking out 
his opinions fairly on any iuij^ortant point of foreign policy. 
His speech, on the whole, was not regarded as hostile or 
acrimonious. Disraeli has got into a scrape by blurting out 
an accusation which he has entirely failed in making good, 
and he has afforded Palmerston an occasion for a triumph 
over him not a little damaging. 1 am told the effect in the 
House was very bud for Disraeli. Palmerston is said to be 
beginning to ^hovv some* symptoms of physical weakness, 
which if itpbe so, is very serious at the beginning of a Jong 
and arduous session. He is rising seventy- three, and at 
that age, and loaded with the weight of public affairs, it is 
not wonderfifi if 'the beginning of the end should be dis- 
cernible. ^ 

February lAth. — The defeat which Disraeli sustained the 
other night «vas turned the night before last into something 
like a*triumph, and Palmerston found himself in a disagree- 
able position. Disraeli had asserted that a Treat j^ad been 
concluded between France ®.nd Austria for certain ends and 
at ^ certain time. i»PaliiierstoR flatly contradicted him, and 
with great insolence of manner, especially insisting that it 
was nothing but a jConveiition, and that conditional, which 
never Imd been dynetL Two nights after Palmerston came 
down to the House, and in a very jaunty way said he must 
correct liis^ ^rmer statement, and inform the House he 
bad just discovered that the Convention had ^en signed. 
Grreat triumph naturally on the part of Disraeli, who poured 
Ebrth a ratiier violent invective. Then Palmerston lost his 
bemper and retorted that Disraeli \«as trying to cover an 
ignominious retreat by vapouring. This language, under 
bhe circumstances of the case, wms very imprudent aiicl very 
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improper, and (unlike what he had ever experienced before) 
he sat down without a single cheer, his own people even not 
venturing to challenge the approbation of the House in a 
matter in which, though Disraeli was not righ% Palmerston 
was so clearly wrong. What business had he to make stich 
a mistake for he ought to have been perfectly and accurate^ 
informed of every detail connected with foreign affairs. He 
certainly is not qualis erat^ and I am disposed to ^helieve 
that he is aboiit to begin breaking, and that he will not 
be able to go through a long and arduous session with the 
same vigour and success which he has hitherto manifested. 
Every sign and symptom of weakness and failing strength 
which he may show will raise the hopes and stimulate the 
exertions of the Opposition, and we may expect to see not a 
coalition, but such a concurrence between Gladstone, Dis- 
raeli, and Lord Stanley as will prevent the possibility of an 
alternative Government. Gladstone and Disraeli 'ure already 
on friendly terms, and Gladstone and Stanley seem to be 
still more intimate. The present Goveiminent only exists by 
Palmerston’s personal popularity, and it would npt require 
much to pull that down. , 

February 17th , — I called on Lyndhurst on Sunday, He 
was in high force, with the Blue Book before Lim, getting 
up the China case, on which he means to have a day ni the 
House of Lords. He told me that Gladstone says the Budget 
is the worst that was ever j>roduGed, and he stakes his credit 
on proving that it is full of errors from.* beginning to end, 
that, instead of a present surplus of nearly a million, there 
is a present deficit of four millions, and that there will be 
one of nine millions iii 1860. I don’t believe he will make 
his words good. 

I saw Clarendon yesterday morning, and found him low, 
worn, and out of sorts ; said he wished to Heaven he could be 
delivered from office ; everything went wrong, the labour, 
anxiety, and responsibility were overwhelmkig, ai^d the diffi- 
cult state of our relations with France more than could be 
endur,ed. He could not depend on the French Government, 
and never knew from one day to another what the conse- 
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quences of their conduct might he. He believed the Emperor 
sincerely desired to keep well with us, but his Government 
were constantly doing things which rendered our acting 
together ancT cordially almost impossible ; that his excessive 
leVity and carelessness perpetually made him the dupe of other 
people, and led Tiim into saying things and committing him- 
self, and then he did not know how to get out of the engage- 
mentf to which he stood committed. Clarendon added that 
it was impossible such a state of things should not pro- 
duce first coolness and then quarrels, and then God knows 
what consequences, and he was obliged to pick his way 
through the embarrassments that spring up around him 
with the utmost care and circumspection. Palmerston, who 
never saw difficulties, took it with his usual easy way, and 
said we were not tied to Prance like Siamese Twins, and 
why should f/e care so ' much what she did, and why might 
she not 4iake her way, and we ours; but Clarendon feels 
that it is impossible for hhn, on whom the responsibility 
is more immediately thrown, to take a matter fraught with 
such consequences in so easy a style; that if any serious 
dispute aros<^ Prance and Russia would probably become 
allied against us, and that Ameiica would join them. 
Russia" pays the most unceasing and the most abject court 
to Louis Napoleon, and not without success. He (Clar- 
enc34)n) said nothing could be worse than the ^conduct of 
the Preuch Government about the affair ^of the Princi- 
palities, which igas of vitjfl importance to Austria, who 
threate'hed (though she would not keep her resolution) to 
make it casus belli if it is insisted on. He said Austria 
had behaved very well about the amnesty in Italy, and was 
going to do the same thing in Hungary. We were inter- 
rupted a| usual in our conversation, and I had not time to 
ask him about many things I wanted to hear oft I told him 
I thought the China case was a very bad one. 

Johri*Rus«tll seems to me to be drifting into hostility to 
the Government more and more.* He made a strong, but 
very just, speech* on Naples the first night, which irritated 
Clarendon very much. A few nightS ago he said something ^ 
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■mae House about CLiua, aud backed vp tlw Governmen. 
against Eoebuct, at which Clarendon expressed great satis- 
faction, and evinced a disposition to seize that pretext to 
put Limself on good terms with Lord John, bu# Lord John 
showed no readiness to meet the overture, and when tke 
Duke of Bedford wrote to*him what Clarendon had said, he 
replied that Clarendon owed hiin nothing, for he had said 
what he thought right and not what he thought w^ould he 
agreeable to him, and that it was very probable he should 
say something he would not at all like before long. 

Yesterday morning the Judicial Committee hnished 
the case of Liddell and Westorton, after eight dajs of 
elaborate argument, and a jjower/ul case was made in appeal 
against Lushingtoirs judgement, wliich I expect to see 
reversed, and I hope it will, for I detest the proceedings 
of the people who back up Mr. Westertoii, whj would drag 
down the Church to a puritanical level, and strip, it of its 
splendour. 

February lOtk. — Yesterday morning, at half-past twelve 
o’clock, iny brother-in-law Lord Ellesmere, expired at Bridge- 
water House, after an illness of three months. He was sur- 
rounded by all his family, and died most peacefully, and 
without any suffering, and in possession of his mental powers 
till within a few hours of his death. Few men have qui tted^his 
world mof(f beloved, respected, and lamented than this ex^pel- 
lent person . He had just completed the fifty-seventh year of his 
age, so might naturally have hee^i expected to live man 3^ yearg, 
and till he was taken ill, little more than three months ago, he 
appeared to be in his usual state of health and likely to have 
a long and enjoyable existence before him. It is no exag- 
geration to say that he was most estimable in every relation 
of life, and as such he enjoyed universal respect regard. 
He never at f.uy time played a conspicuous part in politics, 
for which he had neither ambition nor the necessary qualifi- 
cations, but in such part as he was occasionalji^^ caljed upon 
to take, he acted with propriety and general approbation. 
But he had no taste for the turmoil of political life, and his 
temper was too serene and his love of repose too great to 
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allow him to plunge deeply in political warfare. His abilities 
were not of a very high order, but he had a good understanding, 
a cultivated mind, and an inquisitive disposition, and though 
not profound in any branch of literature or science, he loved 
t(5 wander over the vast fields of knowledge, so that he was 
stored with much superficial iiifoiitnation on a great variety 
of subjects. His taste was good both in literature and art ; 
he w£lfe an elegant poet, and a fair writer of his own tongue ; 
he was naturally kind-hearted and charitable, more particu- 
larly to jiioritorious artists who stood in need of assistance^ 
by whom his loss will be severely felt All his tastes and 
pursuits were of the most refined character, and he delighted 
in the society of all who were remarkable for ability in any 
walk of life, and from whom he could derive information of 
any description. In political opinions he was the very type 
and model oi« a Liberal Conservative, and the statesman to 
whom heipgave ail his allegiance, together with a boundless 
admiration, was the Duke of Wellington. But he was always 
much more of a patriot than a i)olitical partisan, and he was 
ofteiier to be found giving an independent support to dif- 
ferent GTovernments than fighting in the ranks of Opposition. 
He will, I have no doubt, be regarded as a loss to the country, 
even a grc^iter loss than if he had been more actively and 
conspicuously engaged in politics, for he stood nearly alone 
in ijie station he occupied, with vast wealth, unblemished 
character, esteemed by people of all parties, without an 
ei^jemy in the wyrld, and Ifaving no personal objects to 
pursue f and though never thrusting himself ibrward, alike 
fitted for either active or contemplative life, he was at all 
times^ready to exert his best energies in the public service or 
to promote the benefit and happiness of his fellow creatures. 
He was s^oerely religious, without intolerance and austerity, 
or the slightest particle of ostentatious or spiritual pride. 

It was not, however, in the annals of politfeal history or in 
the modest, a«d unambitious incidents of Lis public career 
that his best panegyric is to be fouijd, but in the more placid 
walk of private life, in the strict and conscientious discharge 
of his domestic and social duties, vMiich was at the same • 
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time congenial to his sense of moral obligation, and to the 
benevolent impulses of his heart. 

Lord Ji^ancis Leveson Gower, upon the death of his father 
the late Duke of Sutherland, succeeded to the immense 
fortune entailed upon him by his great-uncle, the Duke of 
Bridgewater, in the shape of the Bridgewater Canal, and 
found himself the possessor of vast wealth, and surrounded 
by a population sunk in ignorance and vice. Froiii the 
first moment of his succession he considered himself in the 
light of a trustee for working out the moral and spiritual 
improvement of the people who were in a great measure 
committed to his charge. He accepted the obligation in a 
spirit of cheerfulness and resolution, and the due discharge of 
it continued to be the principal object of his interest and care 
for the rein ainder of his life. He employed his wealth liberally 
in promoting the material comfort and raising the moral 
condition of those by whose labour that wealth was produced. 
Churches, schools, and reading-rooms rose around Worsley 
Hall. His benevolent efforts were crowned with success, and 
he reaped his reward in the blessings of 'the surrounding 
multitudes and in the contemplation of their enjoyment of 
all the good which his active bounty had bestowed uj^on them. 
Such qualities as were here disj)layed, and a life thus devoted 
to works of duty and beneficence, made Lord Ellesmere an 
object of g^lneral veneration and attachment ; but those alone 
who belonged to his family, or who had familiar access to 
the sanctuary of his domestic life, could appreciate fully tjie 
excellence and the charm of his character, and comprehend 
the immensity of the loss which those who were nearest and 
dearest to him have sustained by his death. He regarded 
with indifference the ordinary objects of worldly ambition ; 
he lived in and for his family, and he was thetr joy, their 
delight, amk* their pride, fulfilling in the most exemplary 
manner all the duties of his station, political, social, literary, 
and artistic ; unsurpassed as a husband^, father, ifcrother, or 
friend. He cultivated unremittingly the society of the best 
and wisest of his fellow-creatures, and it may be as truly said 
of him as it was of certain sages of antiquity, that ‘his 
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excellent understanding was adorned by study, . . . and liis 
days were spent in tlie pursuit of truth and the practice of 
virtue.’ The length of these precious days was not permitted 
by the Divine Will to be extended to the ordinary duration 
of human life.^ In the three last months, while death was 
gradually but surely, and with*his full consciousness, ad- 
vancing, his courage was mever shaken and the serenity' of 
his temper was never disturbed ; he always seemed to have 
more consideration for others than himself, and he met his 
approaching end with the firmness of a philosopher and 
the resignation of a Christian. To witness such an end free 
from bodily pain, with the mental faculties remaining un- 
clouded till the last, full of peace and charity and love, was the 
best consolation that was possible to the family which sur- 
rounded his deathbed ; to them he has left a memory which 
will be long Veverenced by all who honour virtue and patriot- 
ism, andhvhich they will cherish with never-ending sentiments 
of duty and aflectiou. He hfis left them an example how to 
live and how to di^, and the world in which he had no enemy 
will ui:\grildgingly acknowledge 

That to the realms of bliss was ne’er convoyed 

A purer spirit or more welcome shade. 

• 

•February 27 ih . — The political war is raging furiously, 
an^ personal animosities arc becoming bit ter 'than ever. 
Confusioir, disorder, and^doubt rage in both the great camps. 
Derby made a ^rand onsMught in the beginning of last 
week •on the China question, and there was (an unusual 
thing in •the Lords) an adjourned debate. Granville was 
verji apprehensive of being beaten,*but Bessborougb, his able 
whipper-in, made such exertions that they ended by getting 
a very ^ood majority. All the speaking was on the side 
of the Opposition, but it is quite curious how» afraid people 
are of seriously shaking the Governmenf. The day the de- 
bate iujiliejbords ended, that in the Commons began on 
the same question, duce Cobden^' The great event of the 

^ [A motion was mode by Mr. Cobden condemning’ the violent measures 
resorted to by the British authorities in the Canton river in consequence of 
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first night was John Kussell’s speech and powerful attack 
on the Government. It was one of his very best efforts 
and extremely successful with the House, but it was ex- 
ceedingly bitter and displayed without stint or* reason his 
hostile aniimis. It did all the mischief he wished to do, an J 
eveiybody admits that if a division had then taken place; 
Governinent would have been beaten by a great majority ; but 
they have since adjourned twice, and the debate stands\)ver 
till Monday, and the aspect of affairs appears to be very 
much altered. Whether it bo that the effect of Lord John’s 
speech has evaporated, that a rally has taken place among 
the Liberals, or that the aversion of the stifl: Tories to the 
union betvrcen Gladstone and their leaders, the approaching 
consummation of which seems not to be denied, the general 
opinion has veered round, and now it is expected that Govern- 
ment will have a majority. Here again, as iif the Lords, 
the speaking was all with the Opposition. Palniierston’s 
speech is looked for with interest and curiosity. The re- 
markable incidents connected with these transactions have 
been the parliamentary conduct of Gbidstbne hnd John 
Russell and their respective positions. Gladstone seems to 
have been so inflamed by spite and ill humour that all pru- 
dence and discretion forsook him ; he appears reae^}^ to say 
and do anything and to act with everybody if he can ohly 
contribute tc^upset the Government, though it is not easyrto 
discover the cause of his bitterness, or what scheme of future 
conduct he has devised for himself. Lord John came oven 
in a state of ill-humour which at first he appears to have 
kept under to a certain degree, and to have wished to have 
the appearance of acting with perfect independence, but ^till 
fairly and impartially speaking out what he thought the 
truth without caring whom he ofiended or whom he^pleased 
by so doing, ^hus he shocked Clarendon by what he said 
on the aftair of Naples, and then pleased him very much by 

IMS' 

the seizure of tbe lorcha ‘ Arrow * by the Chinese when she had hoisted the 
British flag. The debate was carried on with great acrimony, and ended 
by the adoption of Mr. ('obden’s motion by to 2*47, a majority of IG 
against the Government.] ' 
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liis next speecli on foreign affairs. Then on the Budget he 
came to the aid of Lewis with great effect and bowled over 
Gladstone and Disraeli, yet even then evincing a certain 
spirit of liQstility about the tea duties ; but on the China 
question he gave way to all the bitter feeling that is in him, 
and cast all nfoderation to the winds. It is impossible to 
T^onjecture what he promises to himself, and what purpose 
he l^s in view by this conduct, for it is quite extraordinary 
to what absolute nothingness his political power has fallen. 
Here is a man who has been leader with occasional intervals 
of Whig Governments and of the Whig party since 1884^, 
and with great and admitted abilities, and yet he is so 
entirely without following in the House of Commons that 
three insignificant votes are the most ho can command. 
His speech ihe other night was very well received because it 
was a very good one, and because he spolce the opinions of the 
greater number of his hearers. 

There is, in fact, a strong feeling, both in Parliament 
and the country, against all that has been done at Canton, 
and this js the more remarkable because the press has, 
iq^on 1^10 whole, tukeii the opposite side. I never could 
understand why Palmerston and Clarendon were in such 
a hurry to identify themselves with Bowring’s proceedings, 
an(J fo send out without delay a full approbation of all 
he had done, till Granville told me that batii of them 
haS. been .under the extraordinary delusion that the Canton 
affair had been very well d^ne and would be received with 
§reat applause and satisfaction here ; in point of fact, that it 
was a gr^at hit, from which the <jrovernment would derive 
considerable advantage, ho (Granville) himself showing his 
goo^ sense by taking exactly the opposite view. He tells 
me that George Lewis does so likewise, and I dare say, if the 
truth wdte known, that the majority of the Cabinet coincide 
with them. It is remarkable that the defence of the Govern- 
ment i n th^ L ords should have fallen on a man who was 
speaking alfthe time against his own opinion, and I should 
think Labouchere, who took up tlfe defence in the House of 
Commons, was the most unlikely ma^i in the world to approve ^ 
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of sucli proceedings. Political necessities wliich compel men 
to act tlius insincerely, and to strive to make the worse 
appear the better cause, with the full consciousness that 
they are fighting against truth, appear to me, frightfully 
demoralising, a sad searing of the political conscience, the 
spectacle of which is enough to scare honourable minds from 
entering into an arena where the contest is to be carried on 
in such a manner. ' ^ 

If the Government should be beaten on the pending 
question, they will dissolve, at least if the state of their 
financial afiairs will allow them ; but at all events they will 
not resign without an appeal to the country, and this appeal 
they will make not on this or that question, but on the 
great one of all, whether the country desires that Palmerston 
should continue to be its minister, and on this it is impossible 
to doubt what will be the reply. His popularity is a fact 
beyond all doubt or cavil, and it is the more decisive, because 
not only is there no rival popularity, but every one of the 
other public men who have been, are, or might be his rivals 
are absolutely unpopular. ^Nobody cares any longer for 
John Kussell ; everybody detests Gladstone ; Disraeli has no 
infiuence in the country, and a very doubtful position with 
liis own party. He and Derby have made up their minds to 
coalesce with Gladstone on the first good opportunity, ^but it 
seems not "unlikely that they will make such a split among 
their own followers by so doing as to lose more than ttiey 
will gain by the junction. Palqiers ton’s popularity does not 
extend to his colleagues, for not one of whom does anybody 
care a straw. It is purely personal, and I do not think he 
would strengthen himself by any other alliance he could 
form. This fact of his popularity just at the end of his 
strange and chequered career is most remarkable and not a 
little uhaccquntable ; but innumerable circumstailt;es prove 
this to be the undoubted truth, and that it is manifested more 
decidedly out of the House than in it, for in the House of 
Commons it does not amount to a certainty ofISis having 
always a majority. It is curious that a session which not 
long ago looked like bemg a very quiet one, in which there 
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would be ample leisure for consideration of legal and other 
practical reforms, should in the first weeks be a scene of 
tremendous conflict, in which the very existence of the 
Government. is trembling in the balance. 

, March 2nd , — Derby has announced to his assembled party 
that he is ready to join with Glaijstone, though he has not 
dbne so yet, and that as they are a minority in the House of 
Comijj^ons, they ought to form any junction that would make 
them strong enough to oust the present Government and 
form a Conservative one. He finds it, however, a difficult 
matter to reconcile them all to any alliance with the detested 
Gladstone. Great exertions have been made to secure a 
majority to the Government, and John HusseU’s friends (the 
Duke of Bedford especially) are bestirring themselves to take 
away some of the odium that attaches to Lord John by 
securing his fwo or three followers for the division. 

March '^rd , — Nothing can equal the excitement and 
curiosity^iere about the division. All sorts of efforts have 
been made all ways to influence votes. George Byiig and 
others whc^ meant* to vote with John Bussell have been 
obliged lo promise to vote with the Government. Palmer- 
ston has had a meeting and harangued them cheerily, but in 
spite of everything Hayter does not think he will have a 
majority, t)nt everybody expects it to be so near that there 
are as many opinions as men. Much is expected^o depend 
on f^almerajton’s speech, and unluckily for him he is ill with 
both gout and cold. If*th(j|^arc beaten thdy will dissolve 
as speedily as possible. 

March ^th , — A majority of 16 against Government, more 
than any of them •Expected. A magnificent speech of Glad- 
stone; Palmerston’s s^^eech is said to have been very dull 
in the first^part, and very bow-wow in the second; not very 
judicious,*on the whole bad, and it certainly failed to* decide 
any doubtful votes in his favour. I rejoice that the House 
of Commo ns, h as condemned this iniquitous case for the 
honour o? the country. I do not believe it will make any 
difference as to the Government. liVhen Palmerston appeals 
to the country it will not be on the m^its of the Canton case. 
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but on bis own political existence, whether they will have him 
for minister or no. It is not, however, yet by any means 
clear what the real opinion of the country is upon the 
question itself, and whether they will be for the right or 
for the expedient, or that which the Government thinks to 
be the expedient. . ^ 

HatcJiford, March — The intention of Government to 

dissolve Parliament was announced on Friday last, aiid^as far 
as one can judge at present, Palmerston seems likely to have it 
all his own way. The press generally espouses his cause, 
and the ‘ Times ’ particularly takes up the cudgels for him 
vehemently, and cries out ‘ Coalition,’ and abuses the majority 
and all who voted in it. At present, public opinion seems to 
be running in his favour, and there is every appearance of 
his having a triumphant election. But the cry of ^ coalition 
and faction ’ is perfectly absurd, and nothing more than the 
mere jargon which all parties emj)loy as their battle cry. 
There has been no coalition whatever, and that those who 
clamour against it very well know. The only coalition of 
which there has been any question has? been one between 
Gladstone (with or without the other Peelites) and Disraeli 
and Derby, but that has hitherto been m posse rather than in 
esse, and it would have been much more plausible to raise the 
cry on the Budget than on the Canton question. Nobody can 
read the I'fet of the division without seeing that the majority 
comprised the names of people who have never dreamt olTany 
coalition with anybody, and wb^ voiced entirely with reference 
to the merits of the particular case, and though some 
(including Disraeli and Gladstone) wished to damage the 
Government, many others were either * friendly to them 
generally, or at least neutral. To say that the majority was 
made up of a factious coalition of men who sought to turn 
the Government out and to take their places, is a wilful and 
deliberate lie, but it suits the Government to raise the cry, 
and they find plenty of people to re-echo and to believe it. 
As to the question itself, I am sure that some of the Cabinet, 
and probably more than I know of, were in their hearts and 
consciences as much against the question as any of their 
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opponents. Palmerston’s popularity, and the manner in which 
he is encouraged and supported by the country, and the sym- 
pathy he finds are really most extraordinary. It provokes 
me, because i think his great success unmerited, but I have 
no wish to see him defeated at the election, because I see 
no prospect of^any better Government being formed. The 
pretension of the Government and of their noisy supporters 
to find fault with the House of Commons for expressing its 
independent opinion upon the conduct of the officials in 
China is most preposterous and arrogant. Everybody admits 
that the Government was not morally responsible for what 
was done, but because they chose, without any necessity, to 
approve those acts and to accept the political responsibility 
of them, it is pretended that the House of Commons ought 
not to have tak(in the liberty to express tiny adverse opinion 
on the matter, and that it was factious to do so. The scrape, 
if it was ipne, the Government got themselves into by their 
precipitate approval of Bowring, and there was nothing in 
the resolution and the vote which ought to have been 
considered ^s implying any general want of confidence on 
the part* of the House of Commons, more jiarticularly when 
the Government had just before carried their Budget by 
large majorities, and had not met with any difficulty or 
rebuff on any point. If, indeed, matters are come to such a 
pass^ and such divinity hedges in the Palmersto/1* Govern- 
ment that the House of Commons is to be precluded from 
censuring any transaction, Wherever and by whomsoever 
done, which the Government thinks fit to sanction and 
approve o^ and if the fact of mafiy men of veiy different 
opinigns and opposite parties concujp’ing in such a vote is to 
expose the majority by which the vote is carried to a charge 
of faction, /coalition, and all sorts of base motives, then 
indeed, instead of asking the Duke of Wellingtonle celebrated 
question, ^ How is the King’s Government t(? be carried on ? ’ 
it will be iinj^to ask whether the Queen’s Government is to 
be considered despotic and infallible, and the functions of 
the House of Conunons reduced to the very humble ones of ^ 
registering their acts and re-echoing their approbation. 

VOL. II. H 
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It seems to be entirely forg'otten that in times when the 
Eojal and ministerial authority were much stronger than 
they arc supposed to be now, and before the Beform Bill had 
effected a sort of revolution in favour of tli^ democratic 
principle, all governments, however powerful or popular, sus- 
tained occasional defeats |j.nd were obliged t(f submit to them, 
it being of course perfectly understood that defeats which 
conve 3 ^ed want of confidence and the withdrawal cf the 
general support of the House of Commons were to be deemed 
fatal and conclusive. Every case of this kind must be deter- 
mined according to the (.‘special circumstances of it, but it is 
a mere pretence to treat the Canton question as one of this 
description, and the truth is that it is a dodge on their part, 
and a pretext for going to the country and obtaining a 
majority, as they think tJiey have an opportunity^ of doing, 
on false pretences and by means of a vast deaj of humbug. 
The v/orst is, that after the immediate purpose, has been 
answered, there is certain to be some dang(^rous reaction, 
and as the cry of ^ Palmerston ’ will bo the only one got 
up for the occasion, and eveiybody wili be accjeptable who 
will declare for him, whatever crotchets oi cries"' he may 
ioiii to his partisanship, we shall j^robably^ have a House of 
Commons full of nil sorts of mischievous people stirring 
every varady of mischievous question. 

Mar(^u lAth . — I returned y'^esterday from Hatcliford and 
find the current still running strong, but some think a 
reaction in fai^our of John Eu'';se]l has already begun. He 
stands ibr the City and is in very good spirits, th(,‘ugh his 
chances of success do not look bright ; hut he a gallant 
little fellow, likes to face danger, and ‘•comes out well in 
times of difficulty. 

March 24ith , — The dissolution took place on Saturday, and 
all the woi;ld is busy about the elections ; many places are 
without candidates, or with very bad ones, and unable to find 
good ones. The dinner at the Mansion House^the other day 
to the Ministers was a sort of triumph to Palmerston, who 
was rapturously received and cheered. He made a very had 
speech, but which did very well for such an audience. It was 
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full of claptraps and reiterations of the exploded charges of 
coalitions, &c., which he is not ashamed to harp upon, and 
in his address to Tiverton he talks of the ^ combination only 
formed last ^ssion ’ to turn him out. I find myself, malgre 
moi, thrown back into my old state of antagonism towards 
Palmerston, and what is very paradoxical, I am so without 
^y hostility to his Government or any desire for its being 
overt]^rown, for I cannot descry any chance of a better, or, 
indeed, any possibility of forming another able to carry on 
affairs at all; but I am inexpressibly disgusted at the 
egregious folly of the country at his being made such an idol 
in this ridiculous way, and at the false and hypocritical pre- . 
tenc(\s upon which this dissolution has been founded, and the 
enormous and shameful lying with which the country is 
deluged. I long to write, print, and publish the truth, and 
to expose this miserable delusion ; but I repress the desire, 
because I cannot do so without exciting bitter personal ani- 
mosities, probably quarrels, and I can see no reasonable hope 
of producing any effects which would sufficiently repay me for 
such consecyiences. • 

Tlic flay before yesterday Pemberton Leigh gtivo judge- 
ment in tiie Privy Council in the case of Liddell and 
Westerton ; tlic Ju<licial Committee reversed in great measure 
the ;j[ndgcinen< s ill the Courts below of Dr. Lushington and 
Sir John Dodson, bnl not entirely'. It was a very a^le judge- 
ment, and ^irepared with great care and research, and so 
moderately and fairly framei that it was accepted unani- 
mously ,by the (Committee, and even by the Bishops of 
Canterbury and London, both Lew Churchmen. It was 
drawn up by Pemberton Leigh himself, and its publication 
will give the world in general some idea of his great ability, 
with the extent of which few are acquainted. It is a very 
singular ming that in such times as these, and^when there 
is such a dearth of able men and so great a demand for them, 
that he shoul^voluntarily condemn himself to a state of com- 
parative oSscurity, and refuse to take the station in public 
life which it would be difficult to find any other man so well 
qualified to fill. , 
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March 28th , — At Althorp the last two days. Palmer- 
ston’s address to Tiverton, following liis speech at the Man- 
sion House, has excited great indignation in all who are not 
thorough Palmerstonians. Both were full of deception and 
falsehood. John Bussell is particularly incensed, and said 
these two productions were unworthy of a"'" gentleman, and 
so they were. Malmesbury has addressed to Palmerston a 
letter in the newspapers on the subject, wliich though not 
well written is true, and fully justified by what Palmerston 
said ; but all this signifies very little, the current is too strong 
to be opposed, and it is provoking to see the Conservatives 
endeavouring to bolster up their pretensions by saying they 
would have supported Palmerston on the China question, if 
they had been in Parliament, or promising to support him 
if they are elected. Yesterday, which was the first day of 
returns, does not give inucli difference; to-day is the polling 
for the City, and nobody has an idea how the election will 
go, w hether Lord John will come in, and if he does which of 
the four will go to the wall. He was enthusiastically received 
yesterday, and the show of hands was unanir^ous in his 
favour, but this proves very little, and his organisation is 
miserably defective ; had it been better and begun earlier, it 
is probable that his success would have been certain ; he is 
the favourite as it is. Palmerston’s speech at Tiverton yester- 
day was‘ less objectionable than his address and speech at 
the Mansion House, and he left himself entirely unfettered 
on the subject of Reform, and^aaghtly. The Parliament pro- 
mises to be a Radical one, and I fully expect that the result 
of all this great commotion will bo to give a .stimulus to 
organize Reform ; nor Avill it surj^rise me if Palmerston should 
find it conducive to his interest as minister to appear in the 
character of a Reformer, if he were to fling overboard all 
his old opinions, and to pay this price for a renewed lease 
of his own power. Wilkes used to say he had never been 
. a Wilhite, but Palmerston has never been £^.07 thing but a 
Palmerstonian, and I firmly believe that at seventy- three 
years of age his single thought is how to secure for himself 
power for his life, and that he will not scruple to accept 
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measures wliich, so far as lie thinks about it, he believes to be 
constitutionally dangerous and mischievous if by so doing 
he can maintain himself on the Treasury Bench. 

March — Great excitement yesterday in the town, 

particularly at Brooks’s. The most interesting event was the 
City election, and the return, which under the circumstances 
may be called triumphant, qf John Bussell, which was made 
more figrceable to himself and his friends by the defeat of 
Raikes Currie, who came from i^^orthampton on purpose to 
turn him out. Up to the last hour John Russell continued 
to lead at the head of the poll, after which he fell off* and 
only ended third, but still he had 7,000 votes after having 
been assured by his old adherents (J. Abel Smith in par- 
ticular) that his success was hopeless, that he would be beaten 
‘ disgraceful]}',’ and probably would have hardly any votes 
at all. 

After^this the most interesting events were the defeats of 
the Manchester men, and generally, though not universally, 
of the voters for Cobdeii’s motion. Bright and Milner Gibson, 
Cobdeii, Ricardo, Layard, all defeated. It seems that Man- 
chester *and the other great towns had got tired of their 
leaders, who had made themselves unpopular by their oppo- 
sition to ^he war. I am sorry for the loss of Bright and 
Cobden, because such able men ought not to be ousted and 
reT3jp.ced by mediocrities. ^ 

Palmeratoii’s speech at Tiverton was in the same style, 
but far less offensive and objectionable than his address and 
his Mansion House harangue. The most remarkable part of 
it was the* total silence which he observed as to his intention 
upon^reforms and*domestic questioi^s generally, or rather his 
positive refusal to say a word on the subject or to pledge 
himself in any way ; he evidently means to meet his Par- 
liament free to take any course his interests «iay dictate. 
There was one remarkable speech yesterday,*eonsidering what 
the manis^^gSSim uttered it. Vernon Smith at Northampton 
spoke as follows ; ^ Mr. Disraeli ssyd Lord Palmerston was 
the Tory chief o£ a Radical Cabinet. I do not admit the 
description as regards Lord Paimenston, but I accept the 
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designation as to the Cabinet of which I am a member. A 
great statesman once said that parties were like fishes (it was 
snakes, I believe), and their heads were propelled by their 
tails, and it will very likely be found that the' head of the 
Government will in like manner be propelled by his tail.^ 
The words are not exact, but the meaning is, and it must be 
owned a remarkable declaration for a Cabinet Minister to 
make as to his chief, and such a chief. I believe that^it will 
turn out to be the truth. The returns so far as they have 
gone are frightful, and a deluge of Radicalism and violence 
will burst out in the House of Commons. There will be a 
Radical majority prepared to support Lord Palmerston and to 
keep him in power, but on the condition of his doing their 
bidding, and consenting to their demands, nor will ho be 
able to helj) himself. He will no doubt try to do as little as 
possible, but there will be no strong Conservative party to 
which he can appeal from and against his own Radical sup- 
porters ; the Conservatives will be too weak to help him, and 
probably will not be inclined to help him out of his difficulty 
if they could. At his age his only object will be to grasp 
power while he lives. Aprh moi le deluge will be his motto, 
and my expechition is that he will never consent to sacrifice 
power from scruples or upon principles, and will, consent to 
anything that may be necessary ratlier than allow himself 
to be ouHnd and to see power torn from his hands. . The 
prospect seems to me tremendous. The cry of Palmerston, 
and nothing but Palmerston, hits done very well to go to the 
hustings on, but having accomplished its purpose, other cries 
much more serious will soon take its place, and we shall see, 
as the Prince said, Coirstitutional Government on its trial 
with a vengeance. 

MarcJh SlsL — The elections continue to be unfavourable 
to the ConSv^rvatives, but the people at Brooks’s, and the 
Government generally, are too sanguine when they call every- 
thing gain to them where a Conservative is r^plrced by a 
Liberal, for in many cases the so-called Liberal is a vio- 
lent Radical, very likely to give much more trouble to the 
Government than the ^ Conservative who was turned out. 
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The gains to Government up to this time (and the borough 
elections are all over) are calculated at 20, making a differ- 
ence of 40 votes ; but the Conservatives do not admit this, 
and will make other calculations witli different results. 

There is no denying the fact, however, that a strong sense 
has been evince?! of partiality for Palmerston and resentment 
against the China vote. The news of the Emi)eror of China 
having ordered Yeo to make peace on any terms comes very 
opportunely, but nothing can be so absurd as the pretence 
that by so doing the Emperor himself condemns his Viceroy 
and justifies our conduct at Canton. It only proves that His 
Majest}^ is very much alarmed, and wishes to heal the breach 
as quickly as possible, and on any terms he can. I am bound 
to say that many people, not extravagant either, maintain 
that this promises to bo a very good Parliament, and by no 
inea-ns so dangerous as my fears ha,ve pictured it to myself ; 
still I cai^not look upon it as a safe and innocent Parliament. 
Cardwell’s defeat at Oxford proves how low the Poeliles are. 
Frederic Peel’s loss of his seat is a great inconvenience to 
the GoveruMieiit, aiiS. one does not see how it is to be repaired, 
for it is almost impossible in these days to treat any place 
(if one can be found) as a nomination borough, turn the 
sitting imjmber out, and put him in instead. The serious 
part»of it is that he has to move the Army Estimates, and 
nobody else can do it now. 

Old Lady Keith is d^ad, at some prodigious age. She 
was the ‘ Queeny^’ of Dr. Jdlinson, Mrs. Thi-ale’s daughter, 
and wj»s the last surviving link between those times and 
our own, and probably the only person surviving who could 
remejjaber Johnson himself and hi« remarkable contempo- 
raries, or who had lived in intimacy with them. 
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CHi^PTEE XIV. 

KesiiltvS of the Elections — Defeat of CoMeii aiid Brin'ht— The \\%r with 
China — Death of Lady Ashhiirton — Jjord I’almerslon’s Success — The 
Handel Concerts— M . Fonld in Jjondoii — The (^iieen and Lord Palmerston 
— The Indian Mutiny — The Prince Consort — D(^ath of ( Jenoral Anson — 
The State of India — Royal G nests— The Government of India — Temper 
of th(! House of C'ommons— Debates on India— Ptoyal Vi.'^its— The Divorce 
Hill — The Divorce Rill in the House of Lords — Close of tlio Session — A 
Duliodom ollered to Lord Lansdowne — Death of Mr. Croher — History of 
the Life Pee.rarfos ■I'he Indian Mutiny and the Russian W ar — The 
StruLffrh' in India, — IteinforceTnenls for India — The Cjlueen’s Attention to 
Ihiblic Riisiuess — Attiichs on 1/ord Canning— Ri^' Ships and l>i^^ Hells — 
Ijord Oa n in ni'’ defended — (Jourteoiis Heha\iour of Foreipn J^ttions — The 
Capture of DeDii and liucknow — Difficulties in India — Depression in the 
City Spt'culations on the Contingency of a Clianpe of Government — 
TIte Fast India Company ami the (Jovernment— I'ixaggerated Reports 
irom India — A (Rieen's Speecii — The Hank Charter Act, r 

April 4///, 1857. — The elections tire drawing to a close. 
It is strange that what ought to bo a inaltor of I'aot is made 
matter of opinion, for while the Whigs of’ Broolis’s and the 
Liberals «^-cn or j illy claim an immense gain, the Conservatives 
and the Carlton Club and their organs only a<,lmit an in- 
considerable loss. TJiore caii^be ho doubt, however, that a 
grea-t many Conservatives have lost their* seats, and, a gr^at 
many Eadicals and Palrnerstonians have been elected. At 
Brooks’s they insist that it will be a very good Parliament, 
and they are throwing their caps up at the Government 
successes; but it seems to me that they are rockouiiig some- 
what rashl;^^ and counting as gains to the Governifient many 
men who will be^ found more troublesome and unmanageable 
than the moderate men over whose defeats the y are exulting.. 
But as to gains and losses, and all calculations,*! agree with 
the late Speaker, Lord Eversley, who said to me the other 
day that nothing cou^d be so fallacious as all such calcu- 
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lations, and that it is impossible to know the result till 
Parliament meets, and it is seen how the new members 
group themselves. The most striking and remarkable feature 
of this election is the complete rout of the Peelites and of 
the Manchester men, the Old Leaguers. Por a long time 
past it has been absurd to talk of the Peelites as a Party. 
TThere were not a dozen men in the House of Commons who 
coulA by any possibility be so designated, and in fact only 
a few formerly members of Sir Hobert Peel’s Government 
or of Lord Aberdeen’s, who still kept together, and were 
called Peelites, because they would not be either Whigs or 
Tories or E-adicals. Now the designation must fall to the 
ground. Half these men liave lost their seats; of the rest, 
some repudiate the association and announce their inde- 
pendence ; some join, or are ready to join, Derby and the 
Tories ; others openly declare their adhesion to Palmerston ; 
and thu^ in one way or another there are no Fedites left. 

TIkj fate of Bright, Cobden, and Co. exhibits a curious 
exampbj of the fleeting and worthless nature of popular 
favour. V K'y who were once the idols of millions, and not 
without cause, have not only lost all their popularity, but 
are objects of execration, and can nowhere find a parlia- 
mentary resting place. No constituency will hear of them. 
Th^ great towns of Lancashire prefer any mediocrities to 
Bright and Cobden. It seems that they had alr^dy ceased 
to be popular, when tliej" made themselves enormcmsly 
unpopular, and excited grealf resentment, by their opposition 
to the •Russian "V^ar, the rage for which was not less intense 
in Mancliester and all the manufacturing district than in 
the rest of the kifigdom. This gr^at crime, as it appeared 
in the eyes of their constituents, wus never pardoned, and 
their jjunisJiment was probably determined while the war 
was still going on. As the favour of Cobden fc^l, so that of 
Palmerston rose, and his visit to Manchester a few months 
ago raised he favour to a pitch of enthusiasm. When 
Cobden therefore originated the China motion, he no doubt 
gave great offenpe, and he sealed his own condemnation. 
Bright has been long abroad, and kas done nothing lately , 
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that any one could take umbrage at, but his opposition to 
the war has not been forgotten or forgiven, and when 
Cobden appeared at Manchester as his representative, and 
made a very able speech in his behalf, it is highly probable 
that his advocacy was in itself fatal to his ye-election. It 
seems quite clear that another man. Sir Elkanah Arinytage^, 
lost his election at Salford solely because he was strongly 
supported and recommended by Cobden. ‘ 

May 1st . — Parliament met yesterday, the last (Irish) 
election having ended only a few da>ys before. Denison’s 
election as Speaker went off very quietly. The prevailing 
opinion now seems to bo that this will prove a good Parlia- 
ment, on the whole safe and moderate, and an improvement 
on the last. All the news we get from China, or in reference 
to Chinese ahairs, only proves the more strongly how foolish 
and mischievous the conduct of Bowring was, and what 
«a sound and correct judgement the vote of the House 
of Commons eximessed upon it. It is impossible to con- 
jecture what the result of the war now begun will be, but 
is quite certain that we shall have to wade ti our cmds 
through all sorts of horrors and atrocities, which it does not 
become us to inliict, tliough the Chinese are a savage, stupid, 
and uninteresting people, who in some degree d/'serve the 
sufferings that will be inflicted on them, though perhaps not 
at our hands. , 

George Anson ‘ writes to me from India that there is 
a strange feeling of discontent* ’j)ervadingtlie Indian Army 
from religious causes, and a suspicion that we are going to 
employ our irresistible power in forcing Christianity upon 
them. It is not true, but the natives will never be quite con- 
vinced that it is not, as long as Exeter Hall and the mis- 
sionaries are permitted to have carte blanche and \York their 
will as they*please in those regions. 

May lOlh . — I passed the last week at Wynnstay for 
Chester races; a very fine place. The eventi^that have 

^ [General Anson was at this time Commander-in-Chief in India. He 
died there shortly after the outbreak of the great military revolt, of which 
the letter mentioned in the text was the first premonitory indication.] 
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occurred in the course of the last ten day s are the opening* 
of the Manchester Exhibition, very successfully; the first 
proceedings of the new Parliament, which promise a quiet 
session and a peaceful reign to Palmerston, who has put the 
House in goo(^ humour by promising a Reform Bill next 
year; the death of the Duchess of Gloster, and, what inter- 
ests the world still more, -the death of Lady Ashburton.^ 
Milnffs has written a short, but very fair and appropriate 
notice of her for the ^ Times ’ newspaper, Avhich of course 
was intended as a eulogy, and not as a character, with the 
bad as well as the good that could be said of her. Lady 
Ashburton was pcrhai:>s, on the whole, the most conspicuous 
woman in the society of the jmesent day. She was un- 
doubtedly very intelligent, with much quickness and vivacity 
in conversation, and by dint of a good deal of desultory 
reading and social intercourse with men more or less dis- 
tinguishatl, she had improved her mind, and made herself a 
very agreeable woman, and had acquired no small reputa- 
tion for ability and^wit. It is never diflicult for a woman in 
a great^ poftition and with some talent for conversation to 
attract a large society around her, and to have a number of 
admirers and devoted hahif/ucs. Lady Ashburton laid herself 
out for tliis, and while she exercised hospitality on a great 
seal©, she was more of a jyrccieusc than any woman I have 
known. She was, or affected to be, extremely intimate with 
many men* whose literacy celebrity or talents constituted 
tljeir only attraction, and wfiile they were gratified by the 
attentions of the great lady, her vanity was flattered by the 
homage o^such mom, of whom Carlyle was the principal. It 
is onjy justice to her to say that^he treated her literary 
friends with constant kindness and the most unselfish atten- 
tions. TJtiey, their wives and children (when they had any), 

m 

^ [Harriet IMary, eldest daughter of the sixth Earl of Sandwich, was 
married in 1828 to William Bingham Baring, afterwards second Baron 
Ashburton. •One son, the only issue of this mamage, died in infancy. Lady 
Ashburton was distinguished for her wit, her social qualities, and her hospi- 
tality, which made Bath House and the Grange the centres of a brilliant 
literary society, well known by the records of it in the Life of Mr. Carlyle 
and the Autobiography of Sir Henry Taylor.] * 
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were received at her house in the country, and entertained 
there for weeks without any airs of patronage, and with a 
spirit of genuine benevolence as well as hospitality. She 
was in her youth tall and commanding in person, but 
without any pretension to good looks; stil^ she was not 
altogether destitute of sentiment and coquetry, or incapable 
of both feeling and inspiring a certain amount of passion. 
The only man with whom she was ever what could be \jalled 
in love was Clarendon, and that feeling was never entirely 
extinct, and the recollection of it kept up a sort of unde- 
fined relation between them to the end of her life. Two 
men were certainly in love with her, both distinguished in 
different ways. One was John Mill, who >vas sentimentally 
attached to her, and for a long time Avas devoted to her 
society. She was pleased and flattered by his devotion, but 
as she did not in the slightest degree return his jiJi'Ssion, 
though she admired his abilities, he at last camedto resent 
her indifference, and ended by estranging himself from her 
entirely, and proved the strength of his feeling by his ob- 
stinate refusal to continue even his acquaintan ce with her. 
Her other admirer was Charles Buller, with whom she was 
extremely intimate, but Avithout ever reciprocating his love. 
Curiously enough, they were very like each other jii person, 
as well as in their mental accomplishments. They had both 
the same si3irits and cleverness in conversation, and the ^ame 
quickness and drollery in repartee, I remember Allen well 
describing them, when he said* that theii\talk was like that 
in the polite conversation between Never Out and Miss 
Notable. Her faults appeared to be caprice and a disposition 
to quarrels and iracasscries about nothing, which, however 
common amongst ordinary women, w^ere unworthy of her 
superior understanding. But during her last illness all that 
was bad and hard in her nature seemed to be improved and 
softened, and she became full of charity, good-will, and the 
milk of human kindness. Her brother and hexv^isiier-in-law, 
who, forgetting former estrangements, hastened to her sick- 
bed, were received by her with overflowing tenderness, and 
all selfish and unamiable feelings seemed to be entirely 
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subdued within her. Had she recovered she would probably 
have lived a better and a happier woman, and as it is she 
has died in charity with all the world, and has left behind 
her corresponding sentiments of affection and regret for her 
memory, I was once very intimate with her, but for a long 
time past onr flitimacy had dwindled into ordinary acquaint- 
ance. 

Jms Srd , — There is really nothing to write about, but it 
is evident that the session is going to jiass away in the most 
quiet and uneventful manner. Never had Minister such a 
peaceful and undisturbed reign as Palmerston’s. There is 
something almost alarming in his lirodigioiis felicity and 
success. Everything prospers with him. In the House of 
Commons there is scarcely a semblance of opposition to any- 
thing he proposes ; a speech or two here and there from 
Roebuck, or some stray Radical, against some part of the 
Princess^Royal’s dowry, but hardly any attempt at divisions ; 
and when there have been any, the minorities have been so 
ridiculously small as to sIioav the hopelessness of opposition. 
The only ^neu wlfo might be formidable or troublesome 
seem tf> have adoipted the prudent course of not kicking 
against the pricks, John Russell evinces no hostility, and 
accepts Hayter’s letters. Gladstone hardly ever goes near the 
Hoijse of f^ominons, and never opens his lips. There seems 
to Jbe a disposition in both Houses to work ftjd bring 
legislative .reforms to a conclusion. The House of Lords 
has been very bu^* with the Oivoree Bill, and there has been 
a‘*good^deal of vigorous debating, particularly among Lynd- 
hurst, tliQ, Bishops of Oxford aiM London, and Campbell 
and ^Wensleydalo* who hate each, other, and have inter- 
changed blows. 

June 20 tji , — All this past week the world has been occu- 
pied with the Handel Concerts at the Crystal Ealace, which 
went off with the greatest success and Mat, I went to 
the first (i Mj^ssiah ’), and the last Israel in Egypt ’) ; they 
were amazingly grand, and the beauty of the locale, with 
the vast crowds assembled in it, made an imposing spectacle. 
The arrangements were perfect, and «iothing could he easier 
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than the access and egress, or more comfortable than the 
accommodation. But the wonderful assembly of 2,000 vocal 
and 500 instrumental performers did not produce musical 
effect so agreeable and so perfect as the smallcyp number in 
the smaller space of Exeter Hall. The volume of sound was 
dispersed and lost in the prodigious space/ and fine as it 
undoubtedly was, I much prefer the concerts of the Harmonic 
Society. 

Fould ^ came over from Paris the other day for the 
purpose of going to see the Manchester Exhibition. He 
was received with great distinction. The Queen invited him 
to Windsor for Ascot, and G ranville gave him a breakfast here 
to meet the financial notabilities whom he wanted to talk to. 
We had the Chancellor of the Exchequer and an ex-Chan- 
cellcr (C. Wood), the Governor of the Bank, and the ex- 
Goverrior of the Bank, enm mnltis aliis. He said that their 
financial affairs in Prance were in a very healthy state, which 
is contrary to the general impression here. 

I met Clarendon in the Park a day or two ago, and had 
some talk with him in the friendly and iiitiii’ate tone of 
former times, which rejoiced my heart, because it proved that 
though circumstances and accidental habits had impeded our 
intercourse, there exist still the same feelings of regard 
towards me in his mind, and if our intercourse was re- 
stored agran, he would probably fall into the same habit of 
confidence and communication which formerly existed, but 
winch has lately been comx^htcly interrupted. He talked 
of Palmerston, his position and his health, and his ruppo/ is 
with the Queen, who is now entirely reconciled to^hiin. She 
treats him with unreserved confidence, and he treats her 
with a deference and attention which have produced a very 
favourable change in her sentiments towards him. Clarendon 
told me thp t Palmerston had lately been ailing " in a way 

^ [M. Achillo Fould, who had made a large fort une as a hanker in Paris, 
was one of the ablest and most honourable of the Ministers^ of Napoleon III. 
He was much attached to this country, where he had many friends, and he 
encouraged the Emperor in that Free Trade policy which led to the Com- 
mercial Treaty of I860, and strengthened the ties -between England and 
France.] « 
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to ca-Dse some uneasiness. He had had a had leg with a 
sore that.it had been found difficult to heal, but he appears 
to have got over it. This might have been very serious. 
Clarendon tg^lked one day to the Queen about Palmerston’s 
health, concerning which she expressed her anxiety, when 
Clarendon saii? she might indeed be anxious, for it was of 
Hie greatest importance to her, and if anything happened to 
him Jie did not know where slie could look for a successor 
to him, that she had often expressed her great desire to have 
a utronff Government, and that she had now got one, Palmer- 
ston being areally strong Minister. She admitted the truth 
of it. Clarendon said he was always very earnest with her 
to bestow her whole confidence on Palmerston, and not even 
to tallc to others on any subjects which properly belonged to 
him, and he had more than once (when, according to her 
custom, she began to talk to him on certain things) said to 
her, ‘ Madam, that concerns Lord Palmerston, and I think 
your Mn;iesty had better reserve it for your communications 
with him.’ He referred to the wonderful change in his own 
relations with Palitierston, that seven or eight years ago 
Palmerston was full of hatred and suspicion of him, and now 
they were the best of friends, with mutual confidence and 
good will, and lately when he was talking to Palmerston of 
the satishfctory state of his relations with the Queen and 
of the utility it was to his Government that it •Should he 
so, 'Palmerston said, ^ And it is likewise a very good thing 
that she has such boundless #onfidence in her Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs, ^hen after all there is nothing she cares 
about so much.’ • 

June 2Sth . — I -went last Saturday week to Strawberry 
Hill.^ A large party of people, the Persignys, the Speaker 
and Lady Charlotte, etc. ; it is an enjoyable villa, with its vast 
exj)anse d¥ grass, profusion of flowers, and fine trees afford- 
ing ample shade. Horace Walpole’s ridiculous house is un- 

' [Strawjteny Ilili was the residence of the Countess of Waldegrave, to 
whom it had passed on the death of her second husband, the Earl of Walde- 
grave. It was then, and continued to be until her death in 1870, the most 
hospitable villa in the weighbourhood, and the constant resort of all that was 
distinguished in politics and in letters.] • 
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altered, but furbished up and made comfortable. I regi^t to 
hear that Denisoo does not make a very good Speaker, and ttot 
the Government think they made a mistake in putting him- 
into the Chair. It was Palmerston’s doing, who would hear 
of nobodj' else. There are several men among the Opposition 
wiio would probably have been litter, but with the great 
majority the Government have they were in a manner conf- 
pellecl to take a man from their own party. Denison rays it 
is owing to the laxity of Palmerston himself if things do not 
go on so well as they might in the House of Commons. 

At Hatchford the ]>ast week, and when I got to town I 
was apprised of the disastrous nows from India d the most 
serious occurrence that has ever been in that quarter, not 
only from the magnitude of the events themselves as the 
telegraph conveys tliom, but beeanse it is quite im2X)Ssible to 
estimate the gravity of tlie ease, nor what the extent of it 
may be. Till we receiAa^ the details it is idle to^si>ecnlate 
nj)on it. 

The Queen has made Prince Albert ‘ Prince Consort ’ 
by a 2)atcnt ordered in Council, but as '‘this act confers on 
him neither title, dignity, nor lu’ivileges, I cannot' see the 
use of it. He avus already as high in England as he can bo, 
assuming the Crown Matrimonial to he out of the question, 
and it will give him no higlier rank abroad, where our acts 
have no validit3^ 

Jvh) Ihtlu — For the last tlir(*e weeks or more all i)ublic 
interest and curiosity have h(^n absorbed in tlie affairs of 
India and the great Mutiny that lias broken out there, 
and Avhich has now assumed such an alarming character. 
I had intended to take some notice of "this, and of other 
matters which time and the hour have brought forth; 
but, according to. my bjid custom, I kej)t putting it off, 
till at last all other things were driven out of^my mind 
by the news which so unexpectedly reached us on Saturday 
last of the death of George Anson from a sudden attack of 

^ [The Indian mutiny brolie out at Meerut on Sunday, lOtb May, but 
the details were not bnown in ICngland till nearly si'x weeks later. Genonil 
Anson died at Kurnaul on the L7th May.] 
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45l3iolera. He was the oldest and most intimate friend I had, 
and almost the last surviving associate of my youth. I 
reserve for another moment to say a word or two of a man 
who, without great abilities or a great career, was too con- 
spicuous a member of society to be passed over without 
some notice. ' ^ 

• The alarm created here by the Indian news is very great, 
and ^llleiiborough (reckoned a great authority on Indian 
matters) does his best to increase it. The serious part of it 
is that no one can tell or venture to predict what the extent of 
the calamity may be, and what proportions the mischief 
may possibly assume. It is certain that hitherto the Govern- 
ment and the East India Company have been in what is 
called a fool’s paradise on the subject. They have been so 
long accustomed to consider our Empire there as established 
on so solid a foundation, and so entirely out of the reach of 
danger, that they never have paid any attention to those who 
hinted at i)ossible perils, and I don’t think anybody ever 
foresaw anything like what has occurred, and they were 
disinclined ^to adopt any of the precautionary recommenda- 
tions which would have been attended with expense, and the 
Press, and the public who are always led by the Press, took 
the same easy view of the subject. While the Kussian War 
was^going* on a clamour was raised against Government for 
not calling away all the British troops in India ai^ sending 
them to tlie Crimea, and those who went mad about the 
Crimean War would willinglj^have left India without a single 
Europejin regiment, and have entrusted all our interests to 
the fidelity and attachment of tbe Native army. Though 
our Government willing enough to enter into anything 
that the passion of the multitude suggested, they were not 
so insane assail that; but as it is, we may consider it most 
providenttal that the mutiny did not show itself^ during the 
Eussian, or indeed during the Persian war. If it had hap- 
pened whjle we were still fighting in the Crimea, we could 
not have sent out the force that would have been indispen- 
sable to save India. At the present moment the interest of 
the public is not greater than its apprehensions and alarm. 

VOL. TI. I 
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Eumours of every sort are rife, generally of the most disas- 
trons kind, and tliongh the mails only come at a fortnight’s 
interval, and it is physically impossible that any intelligence 
should reach us during those intervals, the public curiosity 
is fed and excited by continual rumours, which generally 
circulate stories of fresh disasters and dangers. There is a 
disposition in some quarters to make if possible poor Anson 
the scapegoat, and, now that he is dead and cannot defend 
himself, to attribute to him and to his misconduct or laches the 
misfortunes that have befallen us. I know not what he may 
have written home to the civil and military authorities ; but, 
if I may judge by the tenor of his correspondence with me, 
I should infer that ho has warned the Government against 
leaving India without adequate jirotection, and constantly 
urged the expediency of sending out fresh troops. I have 
long expected that the day Avould come when we should find 
reason for regretting our expansive 23olicy and our,^going on 
with continual conquests and annexations. 

We are overrun with Royalties present and ]>rospectivo. 
Besides our Princess BoyaPs bridegi’oom, there are here the 
King of the Belgians’ son and daughter, Prince Na.poleon, 
the Queen of the Ketherlauds, and the Montpensiers as 
Spanish Princes, in ^vhich capacity Persigny has had to pay 
his court to them, and they have had to receive the Ambas- 
sador of Louis Kapoleon. 

July 19th , — Although it is impossible that any fresh ac- 
counts should have come from India, reports are rife of fresh in- 
surrections and of all sorts of evils. Amidst all the bad news 
from India the good fortune is that so many of the Native 
troops, and not only the military, but the whole population 
of the Punjaub, have shown so much fidelity and attachment 
to the British Government. It is the strongest testimony to 
the wisdom, and justice of our rule, and of the capacity of 
the natives to appreciate the benefits they derive from it, 
hfoT beyond all question the introduction of European civilisa- 
tion into the East, and the substitution of such a government 
as that of England for the cruel, rapacious, and capricious 
dominion of Oriental chiefs and dynasties, is the greatest 
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boon that the people conld have had conferred upon them. 
Our administration may not have been faultless, and in some 
instances ifc may have been oppressive, and it may have often 
offended against the habits and prejudices of the natives, but 
it is certainly very superior in every respect, and infinitely 
more beneficent than any rule, either of Hindoos or Ma- 
hometans, that has ever been known in India. However, 
peopl# much more civilized and more sa^icious than the 
Indians do not always know what is best for them, or most 
likely to promote their happiness, so it will not be surpris- 
ing if these disorders should continue to increase, sui)posing 
the means of immediately and eflectually sujipressing them 
should be found wanting. 

For the last week the House of Commons has j^resented a 
more animated appearance than during the preceding months 
of this dull and passive session. Gladstone has reappeared 
and prov<ii4 that his oratorical powders have not been rusted 
by his retirement, and John Eussell has come forth show- 
ing his teeth, but not yet attempting to bite the Governirient. 
Palmerston^ evidently nettled by these two, as well as by 
Eoebuclc and Hisraeli, has spoken with considerable asperity, 
and with an insolent air of superiority and defiance, which 
has hitherto not been usual to him, and which has given no 
iittle»offence. There are evident symptoms of an approach- 
ing cessation of that humble and deferential subifussion to 
his will which has hitherto distinguished his servile majority, 
and though it is not clear in #liat way they will assert their 
indepeniience, those who watch the symptoms think that 
he will iioi find the same passive* disposition in the next 
sessio^, and if anything should go, seriously wrong there 
would be open and general rebellion. Up to the present 
time, howevor, there is nothing to be seen but a certain 
amount of restlessness and a disposition to find* fault, and 
the Government seem still to command the ‘same enormous 
majorities, land Palmerston to be as powerful as ever, if he is 
not quite so popular. A violent effort is made by a number 
of Liberals in the Jlouse of Commons to renew the contest 
with the House of Lords for the admission of the Jews (the 
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newspapers contain all the details of this attempt), which 
cannot be pursued withoijt mischievous results, and will fail 
in its object. 

August 2ti(L — The Civil War in India, for such it may be 
called, supersedes every other object of interest, and the 
successive mails are looked for with the utmost impatience. 
The Government, though anxious and nervous, are not dis- 
heartened, and as far as we can judge the authoritdes in 
India have not been deficient in the emergency. Canning 
writes in good spirits, and all accounts agree in reporting 
that he has done his work hitherto very well. The dis- 
cussions ill Parliament have been on the whole creditable. 
Disraeli came down to the House of Coiiimoiis with a long 
set oration, in which he ontc^red at great length into the 
causes of the present confusion, and the misgoveriiment 
.and bad policy which had engendered it, and although his 
speech was able, and probably contained a great ^jdeal that 
was true, it was deemed (as it was) mischievous and ill-timed, 
and very ill received by the House. He was rebuked with 
some asperity by Tom Baring, liis own political adherent, and 
by Lord John Hnssell, who declared it to bo the' duty of 
the House to give every support to the Govern incmt in such 
a crisis. In the House of Lords Elleiiborough ivas as mis- 
chievous and ill-disposed as Disraeli in the Common^, and 
was no * better received. Granville administered to him a 
severe lecture, by no means ill done, and the House of Lords 
went with Granville. o 

Last week was passed at Goodwood, with fine weaVuer, and 
the usual fete with the mnnsnal accompaniment; of foreign 
Eoyalties. First the Comte de Paris foi‘ a night, and then 
the Queen of the Netherlands for two. The young French 
Prince is good-humoured and unpretending, .the Queen is 
very gay, \iatural, and pleasing. I renewed an acquaintance 
I had made with her at Ems many years ago. It is a new 
feature in the present day the flitting about of Royal person- 
ages. Besides these I have named, the Prince Napoleon has 
been finishing a tour through England and part of Ireland 
by a visit to Osbornp, and the Emperor and Empress are 
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coming to Osborne for a week. Prince Albert lias been 
to Brussels for the marriage of the Princess Charlotte, 
where lie seems to have made his first experiment of 
the effect t<5 be obtained from his newlj-acquired title of 
‘ Prince Consor^t of England,’ as I see that he signed the 
marriage contract immediately after the Queen Marie Amelie, 
and before an Austrian Archduke who was present. 

A^bgitst Vltli , — I was at Stoke on Saturday and Sunday, 
and went over to see Bulstrode ; surprised to find the place 
less iUlahre, and more capable of being restored than I ex- 
pected. I passed the first fifteen years of my life there, and 
don’t know whether the place or myself is tliemost changed. 
To feed our curiosity during the intervals between the Indian 
mails, the newspapers, the ‘Times ’especially, collect all the 
letters they can obtain, and publish them day by day. We 
have had a success in China, but I always tremble for 
the conauquences of our successes there, lest we should be 
seduced or compelled into making permanent settlements 
and further extensions of our Empire in the East. Parlia- 
ment is approaching its close, and the Government ends the 
session with unimpaired strength, but depending entirely on 
Palmerston’s life, for there is nobody else capable of leading 
the House^ of Commons. There are growing symptoms of 
ind(ipendencc on the part of the House in the shape of 
ad^rse votes every now and then, principally <5n matters 
of estimates. , 

Aligned 20th.~-~l have read over tho few preceding pages, 
and am disgusted to find how barren they are of interest 
and how iittle worth preserving. * They show how entirely 
my ^cial relations have ceased wUh all those friends and 
acquaintances from whom I have been in tho habit of draw- 
ing the information which the earlier parts of this journal 
contain, and consequently my total ignorance of* all political 
subjects. There was a time when I should*liavo had a great 
deal to satjr upon passing events of interest or importance, ‘ 
but all that is gone by. 

The visit of tb£ Emperor Napoleon at Osborne seems to 
have been spent in discussing the affairs of the Principalities 
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and patching up the quarrels of the Ambassadors at Con- 
stantinople. As far as outward appearances go we do not 
appear to have played a very brilliant part, and the Opposi- 
tion papers think they have got a good case ’on which to 
twit Palmerston, but as I do not know what has really 
taken place, I abstain from expressing any opinion upon the 
conduct of our Government. 

The session of I'arliament has been prolonged beyoiad all 
expectation by the vehement and acrimonious debates upon 
the Divorce Bill in the House of Commons, which has been 
very ably and vigorously fought by Bethell on one side cum 
quibusdam aim, and Ghidstone, Walpole, and Heathcote on 
the other. The Opposition hoped by constant obstructions 
to wear out the patience of Palmerston and to get the Bill 
put off till next session. Palmerston, however, was firmly 
resolv('d not to submit to this, and when they fouiid that he 
was so determined, they contented themselves Avi^h insist- 
ing upon certain amendments, which Palmerston thought 
it prudent to consent to, and the spirit of eompiomise and' 
concession which the Government have lately t^^vinced has 
softened in some degree the asperity of the debates’ and at 
last enabled the Government to carry the Bill. Bethell, who 
has fought the battle with great ability, is not a little dis- 
gusted at the concessions to w^hich he has boon forced to 
consent, aW has done so with a solemn protest and warding 
■with regard to the exemption clause for the clergy, which 
the Government have very relhctaiitly consented to, but on 
which Granville assures me they had no option, and ^that if 
they had refused to give way they would have infallibly been 
beaten upon it. I dinedrat Richmond with Lord Lansdowne 
yesterday, to meet the Duchess of Orleans and the Comte 
de Paris. I had never seen her before. She is plain, but 
pleasing, and with very good manners. 

Auq^lst 21sf.-!i-The Divorce Bill having passed the House 
of Commons, went up to the House of Lords yesterday, when 
Lord Redesdale attempted to strangle it by a dodge, which 
he was obliged to give up in consequence of the vigorous 
attacks made upon hiuL by the Ministerial side, who were 
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supported even by St. Leonards, and particularly by an 
indignant and effective speech made by Lord Lansdowne, 
who, in spite of weakness and gout, from which he was 
actually suftefriiig, spoke with extraordinary spirit. If Hedes- 
dale had persisted, and gone to a division, the Government 
would probably have been beaten^ and the labour of half 
the session would have beep thrown away. As it is, there 
is to Ife a fight on Monday next, the result of which depends 
on which side can get the greatest number to come up from 
the country to vote. 

Sejdemhcr 6ih , — Went to Worsley on Thursday last, in 
order to go from thence to see the Manchest(n' Exhibition, 
which is v(ny pretty, but appears diminutive after the 
Loudon and Sydenham Exhibitions. Its principal attraction 
is in the excellent collection of pictures ; it will be a failure 
in a pecuniar j point of view, but there are i)lenty of rich 
people in# Manchester able and willing to bear the ex 2 -)enscs. 
The session closed very quietly, though not without some 
grumbling. Some complained that Parliament should not 
continue to»sit while the Indian troubles are going on with 
undiminished fcu'Ce, others that the Queen should go to 
Scotland ; but the Government have brought their labours 
to a close ^very prosjjcrously, and Palmerston continues as 
powerful and as secure as ever. There is no longer the 
saii^p enthusiasm there was for him, but there is a' universal 
impression •that he is iijdisj)ensable, and on the whole a 
feeling ox satisfOjjjtion and Sionfidence in his administra- 
tion. Even I myself am compelled in candour to ackiiow- 
ledge that he does at least as well as anybody else would 
be lijrely to do, and no complai»ts can justly be made 
against the Government of any supineness in sending out 
adequate ^reinforcements to India. Lewis told me, just as 
Parliament was prorogued, that they were thoroughly im- 
pressed with the gravity of the case, and Conscious of the 
danger, and that they were going to send out every man 
they could muster here or in the Colonies, and they have 
already despatched troops in great numbers with remarkable 
celerity. • 
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They have made some Peers, of whom the most conspicu- 
ous is Macaulay, and I have not seen or heard any complaints 
of his elevation. Lord Lansdowne has declined the offered 
Dukedom, which I rather regret, for such a ptiblic recogni- 
tion of his character and services during a Jiong life would 
have been graceful and •becoming, and the report of it eli- 
cited from all quarters expres^oiis of satisfaction at such 
an honour having been so worthily confeiTed. 

While Macaulay is thus ascending to the House of Peers, 
his old enemy and rival Croker has descended to the grave, very 
noiselessly and almost without observation, for he had been 
for some time so withdrawn from the world that he was nearly 
forgotten. He had lived to see all his predictions of ruin 
and disaster to the country completely falsified. He con- 
tinued till the last year or two to exhale his bittern(‘ss and 
spite in tlie columns of the ‘ Quarterly Iteview,’ but at last the 
Editor (who had long, been sick of his contribution s)fCOutrived 
to get rid of him. I never lived in any intimacy with him, 
and seldom met him in society, but ho certainly occupied a 
high place among the second-rate men of his time j he had very 
considerable talents, great industry, wnth much information 
and a retentive memoiy. Ho spoke in Parliament with 
considerable force, and in society his long acquaintance with 
the world and with public affairs, and his stores of ge^ieral 
knowledge made him entertaining, though he was too over- 
bearing to be agreeable. He was particularly xiisliked by 
Macaulay, who never lost afl opportunity of venting his 
antipathy by attacks upon him. 

Holwood, Septemhei^ 10th . — I came here on Tuesday on 
a visit to the Chancellor.* This beautiful place formerly 
belonged to Mr. Pitt, and abounds in local recollections 
of the great Minister in the shape of ‘Pitt’s Oak,’ ‘Pitt’s 
Well,’ &c. It is close to Hayes, where his father, the 
great Lord Chatham, lived and died. Nobody is here but 
Pemberton Leigh. t 

I asked the Chancellor what was the real history of the 

^ [Lord Cranwortli at this time occupied Iiolwood as a summer 
residence.] 



1S67] HISTORY OF THE LIFE PEERAOES. 12t 

Life Peerage last year, and he told me that it originated in 
his finding great inconvenience from himself and Lord 
St. Leonards frequently sitting together in the House of 
Lords withotit any third, and as St. Leonards invariably op- 
posed his view^of every case great injustice was often done 
to suitors, and he urged on Palmerston the expediency of 
giving them some assistance. Palmerston said it would be 
a godd opportunity for making some Life Peers. Wensley- 
pale was willing to retire from tlie Bench and to accept a 
Life Peerage, so it was determined to create liim a Peer for 
life only, and they did this without the slightest idea tliat 
any objection would be made in any quarter. He owned 
that lie regretted this design had not been abandoned at 
once when the storm of oj>position began. I told him that I 
had no doubt there would have been no opposition if he had 
imparted the intentions of Government to some of the Law 
Lords, iimd obtained their acquiescence, for Lyndhurst would 
certainly not have objected, having himself told me that he 
meant to comply with Parke’s request to him to introduce him 
to the Hoiise of Lords. The Chancellor said this was very 
likely true, but that he had never liked ilie attempt to force 
it through the House of Lords. He thought the opposi- 
tion had j)riginated with Campbell, who had probably for- 
gotten that he had recorded his own opinion, in his ‘ Lives 
of ^he Chancellors,’ that Life Peerages would be advisable 
in certain t;ases. . 

September 22i^Z. — 1 am J^ist returned from Doncaster, 
Bretb}^ and Wilby. The Indian mail arrived on Monday last, 
just as I was starting for Doncaster. The news it brought 
at fi^ist appeared rather good, but# when it all came out it 
seemed so chequered with good and evil, that it produced 
great despondency. Still it is a curious circumstance (which 
I have heard no one else remark) that, with all the deep 
interest universally felt on account of thi% Sepoy war, not 
only as iti regards our national interests, but out of feeling 
and sympathy for the vast numbers of our countrymen and 
women exposed to its horrors and dangers, it does not pro- 
duce the same degree of enthusiasm vfa the Crimean War did. 
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in which we had no real interest concerned, and which was 
only a gigantic folly on our part. People are very anxious 
about this war, and earnestly desire that the mutiny may be 
put down and punished, but they regard the war itself with 
aversion and horror, whereas they positively took j^leasure in 
the war against Pussia, and were ready to spend their last 
guinea in carrying it on. A subscrii^tion has been set on foot, 
but although there never was an occasion on which it might 
have been expected that vast sums would be subscribed, the 
contributions have been comparatively small in amount, and 
it seems probable that a much less sum will be produced for 
the relief of the Indian sufferers than the Patriotic Fund or 
any of the various subscriptions made for purposes connected 
with the Crimean War. I was so struck Avith the backward- 
ness of the Government in rewarding General IlaA^elock 
for his brilliant exploits, that I wrote to George Lewis and 
urged him to press his colleagues to confer some ho:^M.mr upon 
him and promote him. 

I am on the point of starting for Balmoral, summoned 
for a Council to order a day of Immiliatlon. , 

Gordon Castle, Septemher 27th . — I left town on Tuesday 
afternoon, and slept that night at York, on Wednesday 
at Perth, and on Thursday posted to Balmoral, where 
I arrived betAveen two and three o’clock. Granville, Pan- 
mure, and Ben Stanley formed the Council. Granville fold 
me the Queen Avished that the day appointed should be a 
Sunday, but Palmerston said io must be on a weekday, and 
very reluctantly she gave Avay. What made the whole thing 
more ridiculous was, that she gave a ball (to ihe gillies 
and tenants) the night before this Council. The outside of 
the noAv house at Balmoral, in the Scotch and French style, is 
pretty enough, but the inside has but few rooms, and those 
very small, not uncomfortable, and very simply decorated ; 
the place and environs are pretty. In the afternoon I drove 
over to Invercauld with Phipps. On Friday morning came 
on here, by post, by rail, and by mail. Without any beauty, 
this is rather a line place, and the house ^ery comfortable. 

Septemher 28th , — Went to Elgin to see the fine old ruin 
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of the Cathedral, which is very grand, and must have been 
magnificent. It was built in the beginning of the thirteenth 
century, burnt down, and rebuilt in the fourteenth. I see 
they have done all I wanted to have done for General 
Havelock. He has got a good service pension, is made 
Major-General and K.C.B. • 

Dnnrohin Castle^ October 2nd , — I came here from Gordon 
Castle on Wednesday, by sea from Burghead to the Little 
Ferry, a very tiresome way of travelling, the delays being 
detestable. Have long been most desirous of seeing this 
place, which has quite equalled my expectations, for it is 
a most princely possession, ajid the Castle exceedingly beau- 
tiful and moreover very comfortable. I start for London 
to-morrow morning with a long journey before me. 

The Indian news of this week as bad and promises as ill 
as well can be, and I expect worse each mail that comes. 
We are fustly punished foi* our ambition and encroaching 
spirit, but it must be owned we struggle gallantly for what 
we have j^erhaps unjustly acquired. Europe behaves well to 
us, for though we have made ourselves universally odious 
by our insolence and our domination, and our long habit of 
bullying all the world, nobody triumphs over us in the hour 
of our distress, and even Eussia, who has no cause to feel 
anytiiing ^ut ill will towards us, evinces her regret and 
sympathy in courteous terms. Whatever the result of this 
contest ma 5 " be, it will certainly absorb all our efibrts and 
occupy our full stniugtli and •power so that shall not be 
able tojbakeany active or influential part in European affairs 
for some time to come. The rest*of the Great Powers will 
have it in their pdwer to settle everything as seems meet to 
them, without troubling themselves about us and our ox^inions. 
For the present we are reduced to the condition of an insigni- 
ficant Power. It is certain that if this mutiny, had taken 
place two years earlier, w^e could not have engaged at all in 
the Eussitui War. 

London, October 6th , — I left Dunrobin after breakfast 
on Saturday morning, 3rd hist., and arrived in London on 
Monday (yesterday) at 11 a.m. My journey was after this 
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wise ; We (i.e. Mr. Marshall of the Life Guards, an aide-de- 
eamp of Lord Carlisle’s, who travelled from Dunrohin with 
me) got into the mail at Golspie and took our places to 
Inverness. At Tain, the first stage, we walked on, leaving 
the coach to overtake us. After walking tliree miles, and 
no coach coming, we got alarmed, and on enquiry of the 
first man we fell in with, found we had come the wrong 
way, and that the mail had gone on. We started cAi onr 
return to Tain, and falling in with a good Samaritan in the 
shape of a hanker in that place, who was driving in the 
opposite direction, he took us up in his gig, and drove us back 
to the inn, where we took post, and followed the mail to 
Inverness, where we arrived an hour after it. There we slept, 
and at five minutes before five on Sunday morning we were 
in the mail again, and arrived at Perth at six o’clock, making 
117 miles in thirteen hours. In twenty minutes more we were 
in the mail train, and reached Euston Square safe ivnd sound 
at eleven o’clock, doing the distance between Perth and 
London in seventeen and a half hours. I have seen a vast 
deal of very beautiful sceiuiry of all sorts, but the most 
beautiful of all (and I never saw anything more lovely any- 
where) is the road from Blair Athol to Dunkeld, which in- 
cludes the pass of Killiecrankic. 

I fell in with Granville and Clarendon at Watford, and 
got into their carriage. Of course my first enquiries were 
aboS India, 'when they told me tl^at the general impression 
was not quite so unfavourable as that produced by the first 
telegraphic intelligence. Clarendon said that if . it was 
possible for Havelock to inainlain himself a sdiort time 
longer, and that reinfoEcenieuts arrived in time to save the 
beleaguered j^laces, the tide would turn and Delhi would fall ; 
but if he should be crushed, Agra, Lucknow, and other 
threatened places would fall with renewals of the Cawnpore 
horrors, and in that case the unlimited spread of the mutiny 
would be irrepressible, Madras and Bombay would, revolt, all 
the scattered powers would rise up everywhere, and all would 
be lost. We both agreed that the next would probably 
be decisive accounts for weal or for woe. I told Granville 
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afterwards that I was glad to see they had called out more 
militia, but regretted tliey had not done more, when he said 
that he was inclined to take the same view, from which it 
was evident -to me that there has been difference of ojiinion 
in the Cabinet as to the extent to which the calling out of 
the militia should be carried. I iirged him to press on his 
colleagues a more extensive measure. It is evident that 
publif opinion will back them up in gathering together as 
great a force as possible in this emergency, regardless of 
expense, and at all events the course of this Government is 
not embarrassed and annoyed as that of another Government 
was three years ago in reference to the Crimean War. As a 
very true article in a very sensible paper set forth, the 
difference bc'tween then and now is, that the Government of 
Palmerston has fair play, while that of Lord Aberdeen never 
had it. The Press, and public opinion goaded and inflamed 
by the treated tfie latter with the most flagrant 

injustices while Palmerston and the whole Government, out 
of regard for him, are treated with every sort of consideration 
and conlidc^ice. 

Octoher 19th , — I spent last week at Newmarket; 
the details of the last Indian news wdiich arrived there jmt 
people in better spirits, but they were too much occupied 
witl^ the business of the idace to think much about India. 
Returned to town on Friday, and went to The Grove’yestejday ; 
had some talk with Clarendon, who said Palmerston was very 
offhand in his views of Indiai? affairs, and Lad jumj^ed to the 
conclusion that the Company must be extinguished. Afc the 
Cabinet o® Friday last be said, ^ Tlfey need not meet again for 
some^time, but they ninsb begin to tjiink of how to deal with 
India when the revolt was put down. Of course eveiybody 
must see th*t the India Company must be got rid of, and 
Vernon Smith would drawnp a scheme in reference thereto.^ 
This brief announcement did not meet with !iny response, and 
there wasino disposition to come to such rapid and peremp- 
tory conclusions, but it seemed not worth while to raise any 
discussion about ik then. 

Clarendon then talked of the Court, and confirmed what I 
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had heard before, going into more detail. He said that 
the manner in which the Queen in her own name, but with 
the assistance of the Prince, exercised her functions, was 
exceedingly good, and well became her position and was 
eminently useful. She held each Minister to the discharge 
of his duty and his responsibility to her, and constantly- 
desired to be furnished with accurate and detailed informa- 
tion about all important matters, keeping a record bf all 
the reports that were made to her, and constantly recur- 
ring to them, e.g. she would desire to know what the state 
of the Navy was, and what ships were in readiness for 
active service, and generally the state of each, ordering 
returns to be submitted to her from all the arsenals 
and dockyards, and again weeks or months afterwards re- 
ferring to these returns, and desiring to have everjtliing 
I'elating to them explained and accounted for, and so 
throughout every department. In this practice djirendon 
told me he liad encouraged her strenuously. This is what 
none of her predecessors ever did, and it is in fact the act of 
Prince Albert, who is to all intents and purposes: King, only 
acting entirely in her name. All liis views and notions are 
those of a Constitutional Sovereign, and he fulfils the duties 
of one, and at the same time makes the Crown an entitj^, 
and discharges the functions which properly belong to the 
Sovereign. I told Clarendon that I had been told the Prince 
had upon many occasions rendered the most important 
services to the Government, and had repeatedly prevented 
their getting into scrapes of various sorts. He said.it was 
perfectly true, and that he had written some of ihe ablest 
papers he had ever readjt 

Clarendon said he had recently been very much pleased 
with the Duke of Cambridge, wbo had shown a great deal 
of sense and discretion, and a very accurate knowledge of 
the details of his office, and that he was a much better 
Oommander-in- Chief than Hardinge. He had b3en lately 
summoned to the Cabinet on many occasions, and had 
given great satisfaction there. Clarendon talked of Vernon 
Smith, of whom he has^’ no elevated opinion, but still thinks 
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him not without merit, and that at this moment it would 
not be easy to replace him by some one clearly better fitted. 
He takes pains, is rather clever, and did better in the House 
of Commons ihan anybody gave him credit for last session ; 
he makes himself well informed upon everything about his 
office, and is never at a loss to answer any questions that are 
put to him, and to answer them satisfactorily. 

Nmjcmhir 2nd, — Gout in my hand has prevented my 
writing anything, and adding some trifling particulars to 
what I have written above. In the meantime has arrived 
the news of the capture of Delhi, but though we have received 
it now a week ago we are still unacquainted with the par- 
ticulars. All the advantages of the electric telegraph are 
dearly paid for by the agonies of suspense which are caused 
by the long intervals between the arrival of general facts 
and of their particular details. It still remains to bo seen 
whether results of this success turn out on the whole to 
be as advantageous as it appears to be brilliant. The Press 
goes on tittaeking Canning with great asperity and injustice, 
and nobody iierc defends him. Thougli I am not a very inti- 
mate or particular friend of his, I think him so unfairly and 
ungenercmsly treated that I mean to make an effort to get 
him such redr(3ss as the case admits of, and the only thing 
whicl^ occurs to me is that Palmerston, as head of the 
Government, should take the opportunity of the Lord Mayor’s 
dinner to vindicate him, and assume the responsibility of his 
acts. His ‘Clemency’ as it is'stupidlj^ and 

falsely galled, was, \ believe, not only in^oper and expedient, 
but necessary, and I expect he will be able to vindicate him- 
self completely froifi all the charges#which the newspapers 
have brought against him, but in the meantime they will 
have done him all the mischief thej^ can. Amongst other 
things Clarendon told me at The Grove, ho said, in reference 
to Canning’s war against the press, that the license of the 
Indian preg^p was intolerable, not of the native press only, 
but the English in Bengal. Certain papers are conducted 
there by low, disaffected people, who publish the most gross, 
false, and malignant attacks on the Government, which are 



l28 


REIGN OF'^QUEElf TICTORIA. 


<.fCHAS». XIV. 


translated into the native languages, and read ^xteutiively 
in the native regiments, and amongst the natives gejjeijall^, 
and that to put down this pest was an absolnte necessity. 

November 4th , — I have been speaking to Granville about 
Canning, and urged him to move Palmerston to stand forth 
in his defence at the Lord Mayor’s dinner on the 9th. This 
morning he received a very strong and pressing letter from 
Clanricarde, in the same sense in which I had been urging 
him, and a very good letter, and this he is going to send 
to Palmerston. Clanricarde is struck, as I am, with the fact 
that nobody and no newspaper has said a word in Canning’s 
favour, and he sees as 1 have done all the damage which has 
already been done to him by the long aiid uncontradicted 
course of abuse and reproach with which the press has 
teemed. 

Hatcliford, November 8fh , — Cranville made a si)eech in de- 
fence of Canning, at a dinner given at the Mansipn House 
to the Duke of Cambridge. He writes me word it was ^ rather 
uphill work,’ and I w^as told it was not very well received, 
but nevertheless it produced an eifect, and it^ acted as a 
check upon the ^ Times,’ which without retracting which it 
never does) has considerably mitigated its violence. It was 
the first word that has been said for Canning in public, and 
it has evidently been of great use to him. 

The most interesting event during the last few days is 
the failure of the attempted launch of the big ship (now 
called ‘ Leviathan),’ and it is not a little remarkable that all 
the great experiments recently made have proved failuies. 
Besides this one of the ship, there was a few Tveeks ago the 
cracking of the bell (Big Ben) for the Houses of Parliament^ 
and not long before that the failure of the submarine 
telegraph in the attempt to lay it down in the sea. The 
bell will probably be replaced without much diificulty, but 
it is at presen is doubtful whether it will be found possible 
to launch the ship at all, and whether the telegi^phic cable 
can ever be completed. 

November 10th , — Palmerston pronounced a glowing eulo- 
gium on Canning lagt night at the Lord Mayor’s dinner. 
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whicli^ill infallibly stop the current of abuse against him. 
It^aif already turned the ^Tiin^s.’ He seems to have been 
induced to do this by the great pressure brought to bear on 
him, for othefwise he had no desire to stand forth and oppose 
public opinion and the press ; but Clarendon, Lansdowne, and 
others all urged him strenuously to support Canning, and 
he did it handsomely enough. His speech in other respects 
was aft injudicious one, full of jactance and bow-wow, but 
well enough calculated to draw cheers from a miscellaneous 
audience. 

November — I was told yesterday that Palmerston’s 

swaggering speech would produce a bad effect in France, and 
those whom I have spoken to agree in thinking it very ill- 
timed and in very bad taste. It is the more objectionable 
because he might have said something very different that 
would have been very becoming and true. He might have 
observed ^apon the remarkable good taste and forbearance 
which had been so conspicuous in all foreign nations towards 
us, even those who m^ay be supposed to be least friendly to 
us, or those «7hom we have most outraged by our violent and 
insulting language or conduct. It is at once creditable 
to other countries and honourable to us that no disposition 
has been shown in any quarter to act differently towards us, 
or to ^vail themselves of what they may suppose to; be our 
weakness and difficulty; but, on the contrarj^the same con- 
sideration and deference ^^as been shown to us as if there 
had been no Indiai^ outbreak tR absorb our res*ources. Our 
position^in Europe is not only as high as ever, but no one 
shows any disposition to degrade or diminish it ; and while 
this is^a gratifying homage to us and ft flattering recognition 
of our power, it is, or at least ought to be, calculated to 
inspire us ^jitk amicable sentiments, and to be an inducement 
to us to depart from the insolent and offensive tone which 
has so long prevailed here, and which has hiade England 
universally an object of aversion. It was of course impos- 
sible that some expressions should not be given here and 
there and now and then to such feelings, but on the whole 
we have no reason to complain, but muth the contrary ; not 

VOL. II. , K 
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even in Eussia, whose power and pride we have so deeply 
wounded, and whom we have so outraged by every topic and 
expression of insult and injury which the bitterest hatred 
could suggest, has there been anything like asperity, or any 
rejoicing over our misfortunes. 

Frognal, November lith . — The news of the capture of 
Delhi and the relief of Lucknow excited a transport of delight 
and triumph, and everybody jumped to the conclusion that 
the Indian contest was virtually at an end. Granville told 
me he thought there would be no more fighting, and that 
the work was done. I was not so sanguine, and though I 
thought the result of the contest was now secure, I thought 
we should still have a great deal on our hands and much 
more fighting to hear of before the curtain could drop. But 
I was not prepared to hear the dismal news which arrived 
to-day, and which has so cruelly damped the public joy and 
exultation. It appears that Havelock is in great cjanger and 
the long suffering garrison of Lucknow not yet out of their 
peril, for the victory of Havelock had not been complete, the 
natives were gathering round the small British force in 
vast numbers, and unless considerable rcinforcem^its could 
be speedily brought up, the condition of the British, both * 
military and civilians, of men, women, and children, would 
soon again be one of excessive danger. 

The Grove. November Ibth . — I talked with Clarendon about 
the Government letter to the Bank ^ and the state of financial 
affairs. It is evident that Clarendon knows very little about 
these questions, and takes very little part in them, but he 

^ [On tlie 12tli of Novegiber a letter was addressed to tlic Governors ot 
the Bank of England by Lord Palmerston and Sir George Cornewail Lewis, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, empowering the Bank to exceed the limits 
prescribed by the Bank Act of 1844 (if necessary) to meet the. demands for 
discount and advances on approved security. This meaBuiif*was rendered 
necessary hy the extensive failures which had recently taken plac#, and the 
severe pressure on the money market. On the 4th November dwcountiliad 
advanced to 1) per cent. The Issue Department made over fo the Backing 
Department two millions in excess of the statutable apaou^jit, of which about 
one million was advanced to the public. On the 1st December the whole 
amount was repaid. Parliament was summoned to‘pass a Bill of Indemnity, 
and public confidence was I'estored ] 
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told me one curious fact. A letter which appeared about a 
week ago, addressed by the Emperor of the French to his 
Finance Minister, made a great sensation here. In it the 
Emperor deprecated all empirical measures for the purpose 
of meeting the prevailing difficulties, financial and commer- 
cial, at Paris. About a week before this Clarendon received 
a'letter from Cowley, who said that he had been conversing 
with tjjie Emperor and with Walewski on these matters, and 
Walewski had begged him (by the desire of the Emperor) to 
write to Clarendon and request the advice of the English 
Government as to the course he should adopt. Clarendon 
said that George Lewis was out of town, but as there could 
be no delay, he sent his private secretary to the Governor 
and Deputy Governor of the Bank, and requested their advice 
and opinion. They said it was so important they would go 
down to the Foreign Office, which they did, when they told 
ClarendoT^ that their advice was that the Emperor should 
insist on the Bank of France following as nearly as possible 
the example of the Bank of England, to keep their rates 
of jdiscount^high, aifd to avoid all rash experiments of any 
kind. He wrote to Cowley accordingly, who communicated 
the answer, and judging from the dates it would appear that 
the Emperor’s letter was the consequence of the advice so 
tendered. ?But Clarendon seemed to think that the appear- 
ance of the Government letter was rather awkwS^rd, and 
would appe^-r to the French Government very inconsistent 
with our communication to thwn. However, it will probably 
be easy to afford ^satisfactory explanations on this head. 
The measure itself here has apparently had the desired 
success, and they liupe the panic an^ distress will gradually 
subside, without any more mischief happening. Lewis thinks 
that the best ijaode of dealing with Peel’s Act will be to retain 
it,* but to ^ve a power to the Queen in Council to relax it 
in. the some* manner as has been now twice dcgie by the inter- 
position of government, whenever an urgent necessity should 
arise, and I suppose this is the course that will be adopted, 
though not without a great deal of discussion.and diversity 
of opinion. I have hitherto said nothing about the very 
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curious and important state of affairs in America and in this 
country, because I am too ignorant of financial questions to 
talk about them, and I have not been apprised of any facts 
beyond what all the world knows that it was worth while 
to record, but this anecdote of the French Government and 
our own appears sufficiently curious to have a place in this 
book. 

November 17th , — A council was held yesterday at Windsor 
to summon Parliament, where I found the ministers much 
dejected at the news from India. There was a letter from 
Colin Campbell, expressing great alarm at the position of 
Outrani and Havelock, whom he thought to be in a great 
scrape, though without any fault of theirs, and there was 
also a report from Sir John Lawrence that affairs were in a 
ticklish state in the Punjaub, and expressing a great anxiety 
for reinforcements, which he had very little prospect of 
getting; in short the apparently bright sky in^which we 
were rejoicing only a few days ago seems to be obscured by 
black clouds, and the great result to be as uncertain as 
ever. 

I met Clarendon at dinner this evening, when he told me 
that affairs were in a bad state in the City, and that Lewis 
had received very unsatisfactory accounts, so that it is not 
clear that the Government letter is producing the good which 
at first seemed to be following from it. There is a good deal 
of uneasiness in the financial and commercial world and no 
confidence. The very prudeace of the trading community 
in arresting the course of production is becoming a sohree 
of distress, for already vast numbers of people are out of 
employment, or working short time With reduced wages. 
The prices of everything are falling, consumption will be 
diminished, and the revenue must be diminished likewise, 
while our expenses cannot but be increased by the wan 
A general cry. is getting up for making India pay for the 
expense of this Indian war, which, even supposing it to Ihe 
just and reasonable, will make the ultimate settlement of the 
Indian question more difficult, and admeasure little cal- 
culated to reconcile the native population to our rule. Then, 
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as if we had not embarrassments enough on our hands, 
America is going to add to them, for President Buchanan, 
who hates England with a mortal antipathy, threatens to 
repudiate the*Clayton-Bulwer Treaty upon the pretence that 
we have not abided by its conditions, and if he proposes to 
the Senate to declare it null and void, the Senate will do so at 
his bidding. This would be a flagrant violation of good 
fe;ith, •and of the obligations by which all civilized nations 
consider themselves bound. If this event happens, it will 
place us in a very perplexing dilemma, especially after 
Palmerston’s absurd bravado and confident boastings of our 
power, for we are not in a condition to enable us to take a 
high line corresponding with that lofty language, and we shall 
have to eat humble pie and submit to the afiront. Hitherto 
all other nations and governments have behaved to us as well 
and as respectfully as we could desire, and far more than we 
deserve ; but if America bullies us in one instance, and we 
are found j)Ocketing the affront, it is by no means improbable 
that other governmepts will begin to take advantage of our 
weakness, atid adopt towards us a conduct injurious to our 
interests or a tone galling to our pride.^ 

Novemher 2^th , — Last week I went to Ampthill from 
Wcdnesday^till Saturday ; on Saturday to The Grove, with the 
Duk^ of Bedford, the Lewises, Charles Villiers, ^nd Ben 
Star ley. The Duke of Bedford told me he was very uneasy 
about his brother John, wjio seemed in an irritable frame of 
mind, and dispose^ to wage war against the Government 
when PgHiament meets.^ He told Sir George Grey the other 
day that they would not find him friendly. Clarendon told 
me of a conversation he had reccntiy had with the Queen 

^ [These g.ppteliensions were unfounded. Mr. Buchanan did not seek 
to abroj^ate the Clayton-Buhver Treaty with reference to the eventual con- 
struction of a passage through the Isthmus of Central America, and the 
neutral character of that undertaking, which is now said to be in pro- 
gress by the»Canal of Panama, has remained unchanged to the present 
time.] 

® [Lord John Bussell had taken office in I«ord Palmerston's first 
Administration as ColoiSal Secretary, but he resigned on June IS, 1855, and 
reiuained out of office.] • 
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apropos of Palmerston’s health, conceming which Her Majesty 
was very uneasy, and what could he done in the not impos- 
sible contingency of his breaking down. It is a curious 
change from what we saw a few years ago,^ that she is 
become almost affectionately anxious about the health of 
Palmerston, whose death might then have been an event tp 
be hailed with Statisfactioii. Clarendon said she might well 
be solicitous about it, for if anything haj)pened to PMmer- 
ston she would be placed in the greatest difficulty. She said 
that in such a case she should look to him, and expect him 
to replace Palmerston, on which Clarendon said he was glad 
she had broached the subject, as it gave him an opportunity 
of saying what he w^as very anxious to impress upon her 
mind, and that was the absolute impossibility of his under- 
taking such an office, against which he ejiumerated various 
objections. Ho told her that Derby could not form a 
Government, and if she had the misfortune to los6 Palmer- 
ston, nothing remained for her to do but to send for John 
Hussell and put him at the head of tli,e Government. She 
expressed her great repugnance to this, and especially to 
make him Prime Minister. Clarendon then entreated her 
to conquer her repugnance, and to bo persuaded that it 
would never do to offer him anything else, whicl^ he neither 
would npr could accept ; that the necessity was to hs^ve a 
man who could lead the House of Commons, and there* was 
no other but him ; that Lord Join? had consented to take a 
subordinate office under Lord Aberdeen, Yjho was his senjor 
in age, and occupied a high position, but he would never 
consent to take office under him (Clarendon), and the pro- 
posal he would considCjr as an insult. For every reason, 
therefore, he urged her, if driven to apply to him at all, to 
do it handsomely, to place the whole thing in His Jiands, and 
to give him her full confidence and support. He appears to 
have convinced ' her that this is the proper course, and he 
gave me to understand that if Lord J ohn acts with prudence 
and moderation all the present Government would accept him 
for their head, and Clarendon is so anxious that this should 
be the turn affairs shoiild take, that he urged me to talk to the 
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Duke of Bedford about it, and to get him to exert all his in- 
fluence with Lord John to conduct himself in such a manner 
as shall conduce to his restoration to office at ^ future time. 
I htid only lime to exchange a few words with the Duke 
before we parted the next morning, and we agreed that I 
should w’nte him a letter on the which he may show 

to Lord John if he sees fit to do so. I went to Wrotham on 
Monday, and yesterday penned an epistle to be shown to 
Lord John, in which I set forth his position, and dilated 
on the great importance to himself and to the country 
of his conducting himself with patience and forbearance, 
and of his abstaining from any such vexatious oj^position 
to the Government as might render his future union with 
them impossible. It remains to be seen whether my 
remonstrance (which I tried to couch in terms that would 
not be disagreeable to Lord John) will jDroduce any 
effect.^ « 

Hitchinhrooli^ Novemhcr came here to-day from 

Riddlesworth, where I have now betm for the first time for 
twenty year's. 1 received there two letters from the Duke of 
Bedford, the first telling me he should show, and the second 
that he had shown, ray letter to Lord John. He received it 
graciously, saying he agreed with almost all 1 said, but that 
it vgis easier to give than it was to take such advice, and 
that he had been blamed by certain persons for n^t having 
given moro opposition to the Government last year on some 
questions than ho had doi^, especially t© the Persian 
War; but I rather infer on the whole that my letter made 
some impression on him, though»it remains to be seen how 
much. • , 

^ [These speculations are curious, hut happily the appreliensions caused 
hy the supposed state of Lord Palmerston’s health were unfounded, for with 
the short interval of the second Derby Government in 1868 and 1859, he 
continued to hold office and to discharge the duties of Prime Minister with 
his accustomed vigour and success until his death in tfetober 1865, when he 
was succeeded by Lord Russell. At this particular moment (1857) the 
latent danger of the Government lay, not in the failing health of Lord 
Palmerston, but in an unforeseen occurrence which caused the unexpected 
defeat of Lord Palmetston’s Ministry within four months of this date, and 
the accession of Lord Derby and his friends t(^office.] 
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The last news from India is as good as could be expected, 
and the current there has evidently turned. I met Martin 
Smith (Indian Director) at Biddies worth, and had much 
talk with him about Indian affairs. It is clear that the 
Company do not mean to submit to be summarily extinguished 
without a struggle. He ^told me that with regard to the 
great subject, the sending out troops by sailing vessel^ 
instead of by steamers, which is made matter of bitter 
reproach against the Directors, the fault lay entirely with 
the Government. The Directors wanted to send 10,000 men 
across Egypt, and the Government would not do it. They 
proposed it formally to the Board of Control, who referred 
it to the Foreign Office, and Clarendon said it could not 
be done on account of certain political considerations 
which rendered it inexpedient, so that if the Directors 
could have had their own way the thing would have been 
done. There may have been good grounds for thf refusal 
of the Government, but in this instance the double 
Government was productive only of a sacrifice of Indian to 
Imperial interests, and it will not be ''easy to draw from 
this transaction any argument in favour of abolishing the 
East India Company and the Leadeiihall Street Adminis- 
tration. 

London, December 2nd , — Yesterday morning Lord Sydney 
received a letter from Lady Canning, who said that althoi^h 
undoubtedly many horrible things had happened, in India, 
the exaggeration of them had leen'very great, and that sb^ 
had read for the first time in the English newspapers stories 
of atrocities of which she diad never heard at Calcutta, and 
that statements made in India had turned out to be pure 
inventions and falsehoods. Yet our papers publish every- 
thing that is sent to them without caring whejther it may 
be true or false, and the credulous public swalfow it all 
without the slightest hesitation and doubt. Shaftesbury too, 
who is a prodigious authority with the public, an<| who has 
all the religious and pseudo-religious people at his back, does 
his utmost to make the case out to be as bad as possible 
and to excite the rage sjnd indignation of the masSes to tho^' 
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highest pitch. He is not satisfied with the revolting details 
with which the Press has been teeming, but complains that 
more of them have not been detailed and described, and 
tliat the particulars of mutilation and violation have not 
been more copiously and circumstantially given to the world. 
I have never been able to comprehf?nd what his motives are 
for talking in this strange and extravagant strain, but it 
is no •doubt something connected with the grand plan of 
Ohrislianizing India, in the furtherance of which the High 
Church and the Low Church appear to be bidding against 
each other ; and as their united force will in all probability 
be irresistible, so they will succeed in making any Govern- 
ment in India impossible. 

B showed me the Draft of the Queen’s Speech this 

evening after dinner. Cobbett in his Grammar produces 
examples of bad English taken from Kings’ Speeches, which 
he says ^night be expected to be the best written, but 
generally are the worst written documents in the world. 
It would be difficult to produce any former Speech more 
deplorably gomposedf than this one. Long sentences, full of 
confusidh, and of which the meaning is not always clear, 
and some faults of grammar for which a schoolboy would be 

whipped. B was so struck by one I pointed out that he 

said ^he would beg Palmerston to alter it. If this Speech 
escapes severe criticism and ridicule I shall be much sur- 
prised, as Lam already that George Lewis, who has so lately 
been a literary critic, and is a®correct writer himself, should 
have allowed it to pass in its present shape, and indeed the 
sentence he himself put in about hts. own business is as bad 
as any other part of it. , 

I have no idea what thej'^ mean to proi^ose about the 
Bank Charter Act, but if it be what Lewis told me some 
time ago, to give the Queen the power of suspending the Act 
by Order in Council, I much doubt if they will carry such a 
proposal, ajid it appears to me on reflexion thoroughly un- 
constitutional, and as such I expect it will be vehemently 
^ttacked by all tjie opponents and the quasi-opponents 
di Government, and indeed by all except those who are 
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prepared to follow Palmerston with blind submission, and 
vote for anything rather than allow him to be put 
jeopardy. John Eussell, for instance, would hardly be able 
to resist the temptation of falling foul of such* a proposal, 
though he would approve of their having followed a prece- 
dent which he had himself set in a case somewhat similar, 
though in some respects less urgent. 


s .s 
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CHAPTER XY. 

Openings of tlio Session — PreA-ailinf^ Distress — Lord Jolin reconciled — 
Ministerial Speculations — Contemplated Transfer of India to the Crown 
— IMilitary Position in India — Conversation with Mr. Disraeli— Bill for 
tin* Dissolution of the East India ("om])any — Ditricnltics of Parliamentary 
Deform — The Belief of Lucknow — Lord Normanhy’s ^Year of Kevolu- 
tion ’ — Broug-liams Jealousy of Ijord Coclchurn— Befiitation of Jjord 
Normanby’s Book — The Crown Jewels of Hanover — Jaxbour in the 
French I^olonies- The Death of Genenil Havelock — Gloomy Prospects in 
India — Inadequate IMeasures for the Belief of India — Lord John Bussell 
hostile to Government — Death of the Duke of Devonshire — Mr. Disraeli 
sup'g’esti; a Fusion of Parties — ]\Iarriage of the Princess Royal — Weakness 
of the Government — Excitement in France ag-ainst this Count ry^ — Petition 
of the East India Company- Drowsines.s of Ministers- Decline of Lord 
Palmerstons Popula.]|ity— -J'^lTect, of the Orsini Attempt on tlie Emperor 
Napoleon-#- 0])])Osit ion to the Conspiracy Bill — Beview of the Crisis — 
Lord Derby s(?nt for by tbe Queen — Refusal of tbe Peelites — The 
Catastrophe nin?xpected — The Defeat might have been avoided — Mis- 
management of the Ail’air — Ministers determined to resign. 

• 

iiondon^ Decemher 4iih, 1857. — Parliament open^‘d yester- 
day, very quietly, and at present a quiet session seems pro- 
bable, but*feacli appearan<3es are often fallacious. The most 
alarming consideijition is the probability of a very^ hard and 
hungry winter for the working classes, vast numbers of people 
being already out of employment. I met Sir James Shuttle- 
worth yesterday, who knows a gretffc deal about Lancashire, 
where he lives, and he told me that though the distress 
was considel'able and threatening to increase, the conduct 
of the people was admirable. There was no disaffection or 
bad feeling towards the upper classes and* employers ; they 
seemed to^have greatly improved in good sense and reflection, 
and were satisfied of the sympathy felt for them, and the 
disposition entertained by the rich to do all in their power 
to alleviate the distress of the poof. And he stated (what 
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seemed to me a curious fact) that they preferred that the 
time of working should be shortened, or even mills closed, 
rather than a general reduction in the rate of wages. This 
moral condition of the labouring classes is a most' satisfactory 
sign of the times. 

The Duke of Bedford has just been here, and tells me 
Lord John is in a better frame of mind, and has already done 
two sensible things. Ho has given notice to some ol liis 
supporters that he will have nothing to do with the organi- 
sation of any party, and he has responded to an invitation of 
Vernon Smith’s by a promise to impart to him his opinion 
and advice upon Indian affairs, and the best mode of pro- 
viding for the future government of that country. 

December 6th , — John Eussell has begun well in the House 
of Commons and si sic omnia he will put himself in a good 
position, but it is impossible to rely upon him. At present 
his disposition to the Government appears friendlj^ I had 
a conversation about him and his future relations with 

the Government last night with B . I infer from what 

dropped from him that he thinks the probabili'.}" of Pal- 
merston’s breaking down is not a remote and unlikely one. I 
do not think he considers him broken in health, but that he 
thinks the strength of his intellect is impaired, and that he 
begins to show signs of decay to those who have the means of 
observing them. He particularly noticed the failure of liis 
memory, and he said, what I have no doubt is true, that he 
will never be himself conscious, still less acknowledge, that 
his faculties are less vigorous and active than they were. 
What the nature and amount of the decay in him is I know 
not, and they will not say, but from the uneasy feeling, and 
these speculations as to future contingencies among his col- 
leagues, I am sure they are prepared for something, B— ; — 
said if the case occurred there were only two men who could 
be Minister, Derby or Clarendon, and he fancies that John 
Eussell might be induced to take office under Clarendon, and 
he does not believe that Clarendon really means what he says 
when he expresses his extreme reluctance to take the post, 
or that he would not in reality prefer it even to the Foreign 
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Office. He treats liis scruples as a sort of nolo ejnscopari, in 
which I think he is partially, but not entirely, right. There 
ca-n be no doubt that in the present state of affairs it is much 
to be desired that Palmerston should be able to go on. I 
was amused by a trifling incident, so very Palmerstonian, 
told me the other day. I have already alluded to the bad 
Writing in the Queen’s Speech, and it seems one phrase was 
criticised and altered in the Cabinet, but when he got back 
to his office he altered the alteration, and made it as it was 
before. I am not sure that the alteration was not the one 

suggested by B upon the strength of my criticism, and 

that Palmerston declined to alter the passage. 

Decemher 7 th , — I called on Lord Grey in the morning and 
dined with Lynclliurst in the evening, and had much talk with 
both of them about the pending questions, Peform, India, Bank 
Act. Lord Grey is bringing out a book upon Reform. Lynd- 
hurst is decidedly against any strong and subversive measure 
about India, and is for improving and not upsetting the 
present system. Public opinion, led by the Press, has hitherto 
leant to the dissoliftion of the Company and the Directorial 
Goveritment ; but as time advances and the extreme difficulty 
of concocting another system becomes apparent, people begin 
to dread the idea of destroying an ancient system, without 
any certaitity of a better one replacing it, find I think there 
is a general feeling of alarm at the notion of the Indian 
Empire being placed under the direction of such a man as 
Yeriion Smith; more, indeed, than is quite 511 st and called 
for, as his taleiTts, though of a second-rate calibre, are 
not sd low as is supposed, and he is not the cipher in his 
office he is thought to be, but is^well enough acquainted 
with all its details, and always able to explain everything to 
the Cabinet.clearly and correctly. But these merits, which 
are those of a diligent clerk, are far from being sufficient to 
qualify him for having the direction of ai^ office which cir- 
cumstances have rendered by far the most important and 
difficult in the whole Government. Till recently the Board 
gf Control has been looked upon as a very subordinate de- 
partment, and one of mere routine, -yihich anybody might fill. 
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I remember when John Eussell offered it to Graham some 
years ago, he treated the proposal as an insult. 

December Sth . — I went to the House of Lords last night 
and heard for the first time Ellenborough speahs—an admir- 
able style of speaking. It was a good night for Canning. 
The ‘ Times ’ has turned right round and defends him, finding 
the Government are in earnest in doing so. The account of 
Lucknow just come by telegram is very alarming, and ^eeps 
one in a state of nervous excitement, difl&cult to describe. 

London, Deceinher VJth . — Though the last advices from 
India were satisfactory as far as they went, it is gene- 
rally understood that the next mail must bring the account 
of a bloody battle at or near Lucknow, in which, though no 
one doubts that the British will be victorious^ it is certain 
that there will be great loss of life. Sanguine people and 
the Press, with hardly any exception, imagine that this an- 
ticipated victory will terminate the contest and leave only 
some straggling conflicts to go on for a short time longer, 
ending by a speedy suppression of the rebellion. In this 
expectation I do not share, but, on the’ contrary, believe it 
will be a protracted affair, not indeed doubtful in a Is ultimate 
result, but which will cost as much time and money and 
many men, for all who know anything of the matter tell us 
that the wear and tear in India is enormous, and that a 
continual stream of reinforcements must be poured into* the 
country to keep the army in a state of efficiency. Captain 
Lowe, lately aide-de-camp to poor George Anson, and who 
was in the storm of Delhi, an intelligent o'ificer, confirms all 
these notions, and he says that nothing can be more inex- 
pedient than the scheme, propounded here with great confi- 
dence, of forming the native force, on which we are hereafter 
to rely, of Sikhs instead of Hindoos. He says that inas- 
much as they are very brave and excellent soldiers, it would 
only be to place^ ourselves in a state of far greater danger 
and uncertainty, for though the Sikhs have proved very 
faithful to us, and rendered excellent service, it is impossible 
to predict how long this humour may last, and whether cir- 
cumstances may not a^se to induce them to throw off our 
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yoke and assert their own independence. It is marvellons 
and providential that on this occasion the Sikhs were disposed 
to side with ns instead of against ns, for if they had taken 
the latter course, it would have been all up and nothing 
could have saved us. A propos of this consideration he told 
me a curious anecdote. A Sikh^was talking to a British 
bflB.cer in a ^ery friendly way, and he said, ^ Don’t you think 
it veiy strange that we, who were so recently fighting against 
you, should be now fighting with you? and should you be 
very much surprised if a year or two hence you should see 
us fighting against you again ? ’ 

Disraeli called on me a day or two ago, when we had 
a political chat. He talked with much contempt of the 
present Government, except of George Lewis, of whom he 
spoke in the highest terms. He said Palmerston’s popu- 
larity was of a negative character, and, rather more from 
the unpopularity of every other public man than from any 
peculiar attachment to him; he talked bitterly of Derby’s 
having declined to take the Government in 1855, which he 
seemed to consider ds an irreparable blow to his party. He is 
•evidenl^y not without hopes that the Government may find 
themselves in some inextricable dif&culty about their Reform 
Bill, and thinks they will be incapable of concocting an 
India Bill Which will go down with the country. He does not 
appear to have made up his mind what course td take on 
the Indian.question, and it is evident that at present the Tory 
party have decided on ndthic^. The Cabinet, has committed 
the scheme of Rdform to a select number of its members, as 
was dftne in 1830, but what they are doing about India I do 
not know. There is certainly a difierence of opinion amongst 
them, as there no doubt is about Reform, but as little doubt 
that they a:te all agreed upon not letting their conflicting 
opinions break up the Government. 

December 2\sL — I called on George Le^yis the day before 
yesterday^ and had a long talk with him. He told me that 
Palmerston had given notice to the Chairs that the Govern- 
ment had come to the resolution of bringing in a Bill to put 
an end to their dominion, and that ^Jie plan was to have an . 
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Indian Secretary of State with a Council, and the Council to 
have the distribution of the patronage. I was surprised to 
hear him say that he saw no difficulty in the settlement of 
the Indian question, either in passing it through Parliament 
or in producing a good measure which would work better 
than the present system, and he said he wished the other 
great question they had upon their hands, that of Reform, 
was as easy, but that the more they went into it, the ^more 
difficult it appeared. I need not enter into the details which 
we discussed, as the Bill is not yet settled, and in a few 
weeks more it will come forth. He said that the great mis- 
fortune was their having thrown out Tjocke King’s motion 
this year, for if they had done what they had originally 
intended with regard to it, they should in all probability 
have laid the question at rest for ten years longer at least, 
and he then told me a curious anecdote on this matter, 
giving an example of strange levity and incapacity on the 
part of the Government. When Locke King brought 
forward his motion, it was considered in the Cabinet, and 
they came to a unanimous resolution to' let his bill be read 
a second time, but to oppose the amount of his franchise in* 
Committee and raise it from lOL to 20 L, which they had no 
doubt they should carry. On the very night on which the 
question was to be moved Lewis went down to the House of 
Commons with this understanding, never dreaming that 
any alteration was contemplated, when George Grey said to 
him, ‘ You know Palmerston is^'going to opj)ose Locke King’s 
motion ’ (for leave to bring in his Bill). Lewis expressed his 
surprise, and asked what had happened to set aside the 
unanimous agreement come to in the Cabinet. Grey said 
there had been a dinner at Charles Wood’s, at which certain 
Ministers were present (whom he named, but I forget if 
Palmerston was one), when the question had been discussed, 
and the result had been to make a change in their opinions, 
and Palmerston had agreed that Locke King should be 
opposed in limine. This Lewis told me he regarded as a 
fatal error, to which they owed the dilemma in which they 
found themselves placed-. But what struck me most was the 
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mode of doing business of such importance, and that there 
should not be found a single individual to protest against 
it, and to resign liis office rather than to submit to be so 
dragged through the mire ; but the present doctrine seems 
to be that Pahnerston’s Government must be held together at 
any price, and this is the more cujious when it is obvious to 
me that his, colleagues, while conscious of the difficulty of 
doings without him, have an exceedingly mean opinion of his 
intrinsic value. I told Lewis all that .Disraeli had said to 
me about him as well as about Palmerston, when he ex- 
pressed his surprise at the manner in which Disraeli had 
spoken of him, for which he was not at all prepared, but said 
he estimated Palmerston at his real worth. He told me of 
Ilarrowby’s resignation on account of his health, and that 
his place had been offered to Clanricarde, and wanted to 
know if I thought Clanricarde would be objected to.* We 
talked o^ the stories which John Russell had heard of, about 
our being on bad terms with Frauce, and the Emperor 
Napoleon out of humour with us, and of Palmerston’s 
meditating^ hostile Scsigns against Russia, all of which he 
said weVe pure fabrications, as we were on the best terms 
with France, and Palmerston entertained no hostile designs 
against Russia or any other Power. We both agreed that 
oiir hands *werc too full to think of any fresh quarrels or 
aggressions, and I found him of the same oj^inion as myself 
about our . arbitrary and dictatorial system, and of the 
mischief it had done, and af much with reference to the 
slave trade as any other question. 

I told him of the slave case just decided in the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council, and^of the sum of money it 
would cost our Government, to say nothing of the mortifica- 
tion. He said no doubt Palmerston would proclaim it to be 
a wrong decision, and would defend the Foreign Office and 
all the agents who had been concerned in th^ outrage.^ 

* [The Earl of Harrowhy held the office of Lord Privy Seal. He was 

succeeded by the Marquis of Clanricarde, which proved a very unpopular 
appointment.] • 

* [This refers to the case of the ‘ Newport/ti vessel an hieh had been con.- 

VOL. II. L 
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Hatchfordy December 26th , — CHristmas Bay, usually coming 
in frost and snow, was yesterday like a fine day in May, the 
glorious weather being in unison with the general gladn^.bs 
at the good news from India and the tidings that Lucknou , 
with its wounded and its long suffering band of women and 
children, had been relieved at last, and for good and all. 
This news arrived on Christmas Eve, to make the day itself 
as merry as it is proverbially said to be. • 

Brougham has taken Normanby’s book, ^ A Year of devo- 
lution,^ under his protection, for what reason nobody can 
divine. He wrote to Mrs, Austin begging she would exert 
her influence with her nephew deeve to get it noticed favour- 
ably in the ‘ Edinburgh Review,’ that it was a good book, had 
the merit of being true, and that it was much approved by 
Louis JN^apoleon, who had encouraged its being translated. I 
had imagined Brougham was improved, but it is evident from 
his conduct on this occasion that he is the same ma^ he evjer^. 
was. The book contains page after page of matter the most* 
offensive to Guizot and to Louis Philippe and his familj% 
with which everybody is revolted, and its mijice is not 
redeemed by literary merit or attractiveness in any shape. 
That Brougham should take up such a production is as 
unaccountable as it is indecent, for ho affected to be ex- 
ceedingly attached to the Orleans royalties, to be on very 
intimate "^ter ms with the King, and he treated Guizot wi^ a 
familiarity quite at variance with good taste and. propriety,' 
and which had excited the >vstonishment, with no small 
disgust, of Guizot himself. It might have been expected thtii 
he would have resented such a production as Normanby’s, 

demned by the Vice-Admiralty Court at St. Helena for alleged trading in 
slaves, together with penalties to the amount of 13,000/. on the shippers and 
owners of the cargo. The Lords of the Judicial Conmiittv^e reversed this 
sentence with costs and damages, and declared that the owners of the ship 
must look to the Government for theJr indemnity. They added that * mer- 

* chants who, having engaged only in a lawful adventure, have been subjected 

* to an unjust and illegal sentence, are entitled to he indemnifitMi against its 
^ consequences, and against the costs which they have incurred in obtaining 

* its reversal, in relieving themselves from the heavy pecuniary loss which it 

* inflicted, and from the deep stain which it cast upoii their characters, and 
< that the national honour mufet he vindicated at the national expense.^ 
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instead of patronising it. He told Mrs. Austin he could not 
himself speak to Heeve about it, since he had made the 
* Edinburgh Review ^ the vehicle of a personal attack upon 
himself. What he alluded to was, that when Lord Cockburn’s 
life was published an article (anonymous of course) appeared 
in the ‘ Law Magazine ’ in which Lord Cockburn was very ill- 
used, and another in reply to this, and in vindication of Lord 
* Cockburn, but without a word against Brougham, appeared 
in the ^Edinburgh.’ This was what he called a personal 
attack upon himself. He was the author of the paper in the 
‘ Law Magazine,’ but the writer in the ‘ Edinburgh ’ had no 
right to assume this, or to know anything about it, though 
as a matter of fact he did know, or at least had good reason 
to suspect, that it was penned by Brougham. It had already 
been settled that the ‘ Edinburgh Review ’ should take no 
’notice what(wer of ‘The Year of Revolution,’ and Mrs. 
A^i^tin haying sent Brougham’s letter to Reeve, Reeve 
\ answered it himself, utterly denying that he had made or 
intended to make any atta-ck upon him, and telling him 
in plain tejms what the general opinion is of Normanby’s 
book. • 

Meanwhile Guizot writes to Reeve that the book is full of 
lies, and not worth notice ; that he will take none of what 
concerns h fin self alone, but cannot leave un contradicted such 
part3 of it as relate to the Ring, and give utterly fafse state- 
ments of the relations between the King and himself. He 
then refers to various passages which he say^i are all false, 
and desires Reeve to show his letter to Lord Lansdowne, 
Granville, and me, and to anybody else he thinks fit. All 
this will contribute*to bring Kormanhy into a very unpleasant 
dilemma about this ill-advised book, and it must be said that 
it is all Clarendon’s fault for his weakness and good nature 
in abstaining from renewing his prohibition, and when Nor- 
manby was here giving a sort of tacit consent to its ap- 
pearance, although that was accompanied with a strong 
expression of opinion that it ought to be suppressed. And 
now a report has got about that before the book came out 
Clarendon read and approved of it, Which I requested Mrs* ' 



148 BEIGN OF QUEEN VICTOBIA. [Chap. XV. 

Austin to deny in the most peremptory manner, for it was 
to her that this assertion had been made.^ 

December 2dth . — The long-pending dispute about the 
Crown jewels claimed by the King of Hanover was settled 
the other day. The history of it is this. The late King of 
Hanover on the death of ^William IV. claimed these jewels 
upon the ground that they were partly belonging to the 
Crown of Hanover and partly had been bequeathed t« him 
by Queen Charlotte. Our Government, on behalf of the 
Queen, naturally resisted the claim. After a good deal of 
wrangling they were at last prevailed on to name a com- 
mission to investigate the question, and Lord Lyndhurst, 
Lord Langdale, and Chief Justice Tindal were appointed 
accordingly. After a considerable delay and a troublesome 
enquirjq they arrived at a conclusion, but when they were 
just about to give their award Chief Justice Tindal died. 
Lyndhurst and Langdale were divided in opinion, so no 
award could be given. The Chancellor, Lord Cottenham, 
refused to renew the Commission, and the matter has stood 
over ever since. In the present year, however, the Govern- 
ment thought the matter ought to be decided one ‘way or 
another, and they issued a fresh Commission, consisting of 
Lord Wensleydale, Vice-Chancellor Page Wood, and Sir 
Lawrence Peel (ex-Indian judge), and they have given 
judgement unanimously in favour of the King of Hanoyer, 
i.e., with regard to the bulk of the jewels, some few seem 
to have been -allotted to thes Queen. Lord Wensleydale 
came into my room at the Council Office just after they had 
finished their award, and diold me about it. I asked^ him if 

' [Lord Normanhy bad written this narrative of the events of 1847 to 
1848 whilst he was Ambassador in Paris, and he proposed to publish it at 
an earlier period when he was still in office. But u])on thie coming to the 
knowledge of the Foreign Office, Ijord Clarendon (without having read the 
work) intimated to Lord Normanby that be could not allow a diplomatic 
servant of the Crowd of the first rank to publish a polemical narrative ot 
transactions in which he bad been engaged, at any rate wffiilst be held office. 
The book therefore was suppressed for some years. But when Lord Nor- 
manby had quitted office, he felt at liberty to disregard Lord Clarendon’s 
injunction, and the book was published, to the greafr detriment of his own 
reputation.] 
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they had decided it on evidence or only by a sort of rough 
estimate, but he said they had ample evidence, and they 
were all quite satisfied upon the point. Last night I asked 
Lord Lyndhhrsfc about his share in the question, when he 
told me their difficulty had been to make out whether the 
jewels which Queen Charlotte had disposed of by her will 
had really been hers to leave, or whether she had only had 
the ifse of them, but that this had been decided by the dis- 
covery of George III.’s will, in which he expressly left them 
to her. Tindal entirely agreed with Lyndhurst, and if he 
had lived a littfe longer, judgement would have been given 
then in favour of Hanover. Lyndhurst said the Court 
was very anxious about it, for Prince Albert had told him 
the pearls were the finest in Europe. The value of them 
has been enormously exaggerated, but is still considerable. 
Lord Lyndhurst said they were worth about 150,000L, and 
Kielinausegge told me the same thing. 

By the Indian papers just arrived it appears that the 
relief of the lteside;:icy of Lucknow and the deliverance of 
all who w«t’e confined in it was complete, but there was no 
great battle (which everybody expected), though much severe 
fighting, and Lucknow itself was still untaken. The mu- 
tineers, though always worsted, seem to fight better than 
they were thought capable of doing, and everything tends 
to '«how that the supi)ression of the Mutiny is still far from 
being accomplished. , 

December Slst ^ — I met Cfarendon last ni^ht, who talked 
about^the Hanoverian jewel question ; he said the Queen was 
very anxious to know Lord Lyndhurst’s opinion upon the 
award, so last night I went to hi« house and asked him, 
telling him the reason why. He said he had no doubt the 
award was correct ; that in their case the jewels were divided 
into two categories : first, those which came from George II. 
and were undoubtedly Hanoverian ; and secondly, those which 
George HI. had given Queen Charlotte. They had heard 
counsel on both sides, but neither side chose to produce the 
will of George III., which they never had before them, so 
they were in a difficulty about thesh latter stones. Tindal 
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died the day they were to have met to draw up an award. 
He and Lyndhurst were agreed, Langdale doubted. Lynd- 
hurst said he had no doubt if they had had King George III/s 
will, which Wensleydale and his colleagues had before them, 
they should all three have agreed, and to the same award. 

Clarendon complained of the recent pro-slavery articles 
in the ^ Times,’ and told Delane they were calculated to en- 
courage the French in holding to their African operations. 
The French Government had told us that they must have 
labour, but they did not care if it was black or brown, and if 
we would undertake to find coolies for them in the same way 
as Mauritius is supplied, they would give up their scheme. 
Clarendon said this was fair enough, but it did not get rid of 
the difficulty, because it was impossible to get the coolies in 
sufficient numbers, and that our own Colonies, which were 
perishing for want of labour, would complain loudly, and not 
unjustly, if we brought the French into competition with 
them, thus enhancing the difficulty and the cost of supply to 
themselves. The probability then is that the French will go 
on, and that all other nations who have the same wants will 
follow their example, and we shall be reinvolved in* endless 
remonstrances and squabbles under very disadvantageous 
circumstances. 

January let, 1858. — It is worth noticing that after a year 
of fine weather, of which nobody can recollect the like, this 
first day of the New Year has opened like one of a genial 
spring. This liearly unbroken course of wonderful weather 
for about nine or ten months gives rise to many speculations 
as to its cause, and no d6ubt there is some physical cause, 
although it has not yet been ascertained. 

January hth. — To-day the winter seems to have set in in 
earnest. 

January 7th . — Not many days ago the ^ Times ’ concluded 
an article on the Indian war in these words (it was after 
describing the relief of the Residence at Lucknow by Sir 
Colin Campbell) : Hhus ends the Indian Muting of 1857 
and to-day we have the news of Wynclham having been 
defeated by the Gwalior Force ; of Sir Colin having been 
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obliged to quit Lucknow, without having captured it, in order 
to repair this check (which he seems to have done very 
effectually) and deplorable event ; of the death of Havelock, 
the hero of this war, who, after escaping unhurt through 
battle after battle, has succumbed to disease, not having 
lived long enough to know all that is said of him and all 
that has been done for him here. It is impossible not to 
feel Mie loss of this man as if he belonged to one indivi- 
dually, so deep is the interest which his gallantry and his 
brilliant career liavje excited in every heart. 

Every account we receive only confirms the impression 
that this war will be a long and difficult affair, and if we are 
able by our military successes to put down all opposition and 
suppress the mutiny thoroughly, we shall have a still more 
difficult task to re-establish order and a quiet and regular 
government in the country, and this difficulty promises to 
be enormously increased by all that is passing here on the 
subject. Shaftesbury is stirring up all the fanaticism of the 
country, and clamouring for what he calls the emancipation 
of Christia^iity in India, and even the ^ Times,’ once celebrated 
for its strong sound sense and its fearless independence, 
is afraid to rebuke this nonsense, and endorses it by say- 
ing ‘ we have commited great errors,’ but without explaining 
wh^it it means, or giving any exemplification of the assertion. 
The real meaning, however, of the Exeter Hall clamour is, 
that we should commence as soon as we can a crusade 
against the religions of the*natives of India, and attempt 
to force Christianity upon them. I begin to have the most 
dismal forebodings upon this Indian question. I continue 
indeed to believe* that by dint of enormous exertions, by a 
vast expenditure of money, and sending out every man wo 
can raise and make a soldier of, we shall sooner or later 
conquer the mutineers and suppress the rebellion, but I ex- 
pect we shall lose our Indian Empire. 1» may possibly not 
live to see the catastrophe, but those who are twenty or 
may be ten years younger than I am in all probability will. 
^1 our legislation is conducting us to this end. We are 
taking this moment of war and conf dsion to revolutionize our , 
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^Indian Empire and government, to root up all that the 
natives have been accustomed to regard with veneration, 
and to pronounce sentence of condemnation upon the only 
authority of which they know anything, and which has been 
the object of their fears and hopes, and sometimes of their 
attachment. The Government is about to hurry into this 
measure as if the existing system had been the eause of the 
present rebellion and conflict, and that the one they j^rftposo 
to substitute would be so much better and capable of repair- 
ing the mischief which the government of the Company has 
caused by its alleged mismanagement. I have no prejudice 
or partiality for the Company, but I believe any great 
change at this moment to be fraught with danger, and that 
the notion of improving the state of aifairs by the abolition 
of what is called the double government is a mere delusion.' 

January — I went to The Grange on Tuesday and 

returned yesterda}’- morning, when I was met by the news of 
an attempted assassination of the Emperor I^apoleon, whose 
escape seems to have been providential. 

It is since I last wrote anything hero that have re- 
ceived the news from India of Wyndham’s defeat at Cawn- 
pore, and of Sir Colin’s subsequent victory, but we are not 
yet informed of the details so as to be able to pass a judge- 
ment on these events, and upon Wyndham’s conduct.^ It 
may be doubted, however, whether the small defeat in the 
one case is not more prejudicial than the considerable vic- 
tory in the other is advantageous ; and the inference to be 
derived from the whole is to my mind of a gloomy character, 
for I think unless we can manage to pour into India an 
unceasing stream of fresh troops for an indefinite period, we 

’ [The experience of neaily thirty yoa-is lias pro\e(l ^hat these gloomy 
foiehodinga were unfounded. The Government and the cbudition of the 
Indian Empire ha^e undergone enormous changes in that interval of time, 
but upon the whole the suppression of the military re\olt of 1857 has 
placed Biitish authority in India upon a more secure basis, the loyalty of the 
native princes to the Crown has increased, the native population is more 
enlightened and more prosperous, and the dangers which may rttill threaten 
the British Empiie in India are not those which struck the mind of Mr. 
Greville in 1 858. He himself, howe\ er, soon changed his opinion. See 
entry ^ the 12th March, wfra\'] 
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shall succumb the contest bj the mere weight of numbers, . 
■ and the question is, whether we shall be able to do this, 
which seems to me exceedingly doubtful. The Government 
appear never to have been sufficiently alive to the danger 
*and the difficulties erf this warfare, and have contented 
tjjiemselves with going on leisurdy and lazily, preparing 
reinforcements to be sent out from time to time, but have 
never* thought it incumbent on then^ to make the extraoiv 
din ary efforts that the case imperatively demands. 

When Parliament meets I shall bo surprised if there is 
not before long a great storm in both Houses, and if Palmer- 
ston means to rest upon his popularity, and to endeavour to 
conjure it by his habitual offhand manner and assurances 
that they have done all they could, expecting that such 
assurances will be accepted as a matter of course, I think 
he will be greatly mistaken. In spite of all that has been 
said to John Eussell, and his not unfriendl}’- disposition 
during the short autumnal session, his patience and prudence 
are evidently well-nigh exhausted, and we may soon expect to 
see hiin^ iUfrehement opposition. He writes to his brother 
that ‘ he is appalled at the part he may be obliged to take 
in the coming session,’ and he seems to be under the in- 
fluence of fi^esh feeling of antipathy to Palmerston. It is 
not unlikely that he thinks it not worth his while, to wait 
for the chance of Palmerston’s being withdrawn from the 
held, and that he may as well gratify his inclination by 
going into Opposi^on, and it is likely enough that he fancies 
he has, more influence in the House of Commons and the 
country than he really possesses, and may collect a party of 
his own, instead of being grudginglj/^accepted by the present 
Government as a matter of necessity, rather than one of 
choice. If this is his view, I believe he is egregiously 
mistaken. Lowe, whom I met at The Grange, and who 
knows something of both Parliamentary and public opinion, 
told me that John Eussell would find no support in the 
House of Commons where his influence was extinct, and that 
so far from forming a party of his own, he did not believe if 
Palmerston were to die to-morrow, and Lord John tak%his 
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place at the head of the Government, that the Government 
itself would stand. 

Woburn Abbey, January 19th . — Yesterday morning we 
were astounded by the receipt of a telegraphic message 
informing Granville that the Duke of Devonshire had been 
found dead in his bed.^ Nothing could be more sudden and 
unexpected, and the immediate cause of his death is not 
known. At different periods of my life I have lived in* great 
intimacy with him, but he was capricious, so the intervals 
were long and frequent during which we were almost 
strangers to each other. Spoiled by his mother as a boy, 
and becoming Duke of Devonshire with a colossal fortune 
at twenty-one years old, and besides afflicted with incurable 
deafness, his existence was manque, and he was a disap- 
pointed and unhappy man. His abilities were of a very high 
order, and if he had not been relieved by his position and 
wealth from the necessity of exertion and disqualified by his 
infirmities from taking an active part in public life, he might 
have been a considerable and important, as well as a far hap- 
pier man ; but as he had unfortunately no posit^e J;astes or 
active pursuits, no domestic ties to engage his affections, and 
no public duties to occupy his mind, he was reduced to fill 
up the vacuum of his existence by capricious fngouements 
and frivolous society. He was very clever and ver}" comical, 
with a keen sense of humour, frequently very droll with his 
intimate friends, and his letters were always vefy amusing. 
The Duke lived very much like a grand seigneur, hospitable 
and magnificent ; he was very fond of his family, apd very 
kind to them, as he was also to those of his friends whom 
he took into favour, mAny of the poorer of whom will have 
great reason to regret the loss of a benefactor. There was 
for a long time a vague notion that some mystery attached 
to his birth, and that he was not really’’ the son, or at all 
events not the legitimate son, of his reputed father. The idea 
was that Lady Elizabeth Foster (whom the Dukef afterwards 
^ [William Spencer, sixth Duke of Devonshire, horn May 21, 1790, died 
January 17, 1858. He was Mr. Greville’s second cousin, the Duchess of 
Portland, mother of Lady Oharlotte GreyUle, having been the daughter of 
the fourth Duke of Devonshire.] 
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married as his second wife) and the Duchess had been con- 
fined at the same time at Paris, and that the latter having a 
girl and the former a boy, the children had been changed, 
the Duke beihg the father of both children. I always treated 
this story as a myth, and this opinion has been confirmed by 
the deposition of the woman who had received the child in her 
arms upon his birth, which was conclusive evidence of his 
legitfSnacy. It is remarkable that the whole of the vast pro- 
perty of the late Duke was in his own power. The entail 
was cut off upon hk majority, and his father died before the 
estates were resettled. 

January 20 <7^. — The more I hear from India and about 
Indian affairs, and the more I read and reflect upon the 
subject, the more desponding I become as to our future 
prospects there ; first, as to our means of bringing the war 
to a successful issue, and secondly, as to our power to govern 
the country and keep it quiet and contented when the first 
object has been accomplished. 

January 2Srd, — Qn arriving in town yesterday, I received 
a visit ^OD* Disraeli, who said he had come to consult me in 
confidence, and to ask my opinion, by which his own course 
would be very much influenced. I was not a little surprised 
at this exordium, but told him I should be glad to hear what 
his ©bject was, and that he was welcome to any opinion he 
wished for from me. He then began a rather hazy discourse, 
from which I gathered, ar at least thought I gathered, that 
he thinks the pr^ent state of affairs very serious, and the 
positiop of the Government very precarious; that he is 
meditating on the possible chances there may be for him 
and his party in the event of Palmeftton’s fall, and knowing 
that some sort of coalition with some other party would be 
indispensable* to form any other Government, an idea had 
crossed his mind that this might be practicable with some 
of the most moderate of the Whigs, especially with the 
younger ones, such as Granville and Argyll, and he wished 
to know if I thought this would be possible, and whether I 
could be in any -way instrumental in promoting it, and 
if I did not think so what my ideas were as to the most 
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advisable course in order to avert the threatened Reform, 
and to give the country a better Government than this. 
This, with a great deal of verbiage and mixed with digres- 
sions about the leading men of the present day, seemed to 
me to be the substance and object of his talk. He professed 
to speak to me of his own sentiments without disguise, an^ 
with entire confidence about everything, but P cannot call 
to mind that he imparted to me anything of the slightest 
interest or importance. It would be difficult and not very 
interesting to write down our somewhat vague and decousu 
conversation, but I told him that I knew very little of the 
dispositions of any of the men lie alluded to, but I did not 
believe they any of them would be parties to any such com- 
bination as he looked to, or separate from their present 
colleagues. 

January 26th , — We are still without any advices from 
India. The petition to Parliament of the East India Com- 
pany, which is very able, and was written by John Mill, 
has produced a considerable effect in the world, and doubts 
are expressed in all quarters whether Governinent will be 
able to carry their Bill. 

January 26th , — The Princess Royal’s wedding went off 
yesterday with amazing eclat, and it is rather ludicrous to 
contrast the vehement articles with which the Press teamed 
(the ‘ Times ’ in particular) against the alliance two years ago 
with the x^opularity of it and^thc enthusiasm displayed now. 
The whole thing seems to have been very, successful. At the 
breakfast after the wedding, to which none but the Royalties 
were invited, the French Princes w^ere present, which was 
amiable and becoming bn the part of the Queen. 

January 28/A. — As the day approaches for the re-assem- 
bling of Parliament there is an increasing impression that 
this Government is very likely not to get through the ses- 
sion, and the ‘ Times,’ which is always ready to assist in the 
discomfiture of a losing party, is now showing unmistakeabie 
symptoms of its own doubts whether the Government is any 
longer worth supporting, and Delane told me yesterday he 
thought they would not remain long in office, and that it is 
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time they should go, and he ridiculed the idea of its not being 
practicable to form another Government, It is absurd, but 
nevertheless true, that nothing has damaged Palmerston so 
much as his* making Clanricarde Privy Seal. It was an 
unwise 'appointment, but the fault of it is grossly exag- 
gerated. Ever} body agrees that from one end of the country 
to another there is a feeling of universal indignation against 
it. Ihen there is a great turn in the public mind in favour 
of the East India Company, or rather against the Govern- 
ment measure, of yrhich nothing is known, but that the 
result of it will be to place the Indian Empire in the hands 
of Vernon Smith. 

Felruary 2n(l , — The Indian question has for the moment 
been superseded by the French question as it may be called, 
that is, by the storm which is raging in France against this 
country, its institutions and laws, in reference to the assassina- 
tion plot of January 14.^ It was well known that the French 
Government had been urging our Ministers to adopt measures 
or to pass laws against the refugees and their machinations in 
this country ; but wfiile this question was under discussion, 
we were' astounded by a speech made by Persigny in reply to 
an address from the City, and still more by the publication 
in the ^ Moniteur ’ of certain addresses from corps or regiments 
of the Frentih army to the Emperor, full of insult and menace 
to l^is country. These offensive manifestations naturally 
excited great indignation here, and the Press did not fail to 
hurl back these insults, and to^retort with interest upon the 
persons from whom they had proceeded or who had permitted 

^ [It wap known in France that the explosive bombs with whicli Orsini 
had attempted the life* of the Emperor Najjoleon were manufactured in 
England, and that some of the accomplices of that conspirator were still in 
this country, where the law could not reach them for a crime committed 
abroad. These facts called forth a strong hostile feeling, and England was 
accused of harbouring assassins. On January 20 Count Walewski addressed 
a remonstrance to the British Government, which remained unanswered, and 
on January 23 Count Persigny spoke in strong language to a deputation 
from the Oitjfcof London. Military addresses of a violent character from 
several French regiments to the Emperor were published in the Moniteur. 
On February 9 Lord Palmerston introduced a bill, called The Consjaracy to 
Murder Bill, making conspiracy to murder a felony. The opposition to this 
bill gave rise to the ensuing events and overthrew the Ministry,] 
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tlieir appearance. On Sunday I spoke to Clarendon on the 
subject. He is very much annoyed and embarrassed by this 
posture of affairs as might be expected, but more than this 
he is very much alarmed, more than I think he need be. I 
said it seemed to be that the Emperor had forgotten his 
usual good sense, and that he who knows this country ought 
to have felt that if he wishes to have anything done here, he 
is taking the most effectual means to prevent it by permit- 
ting the military addresses to appear in the ‘ Moniteur,^ since 
in the present state of the Press this is tantamount to their 
being published by the Government itself. I said I could 
not believe that these hot and enthusiastic expressions were 
to be taken entirely as proofs of a passionate attachment to 
the Emperor’s person, but that these were outbreaks of that 
hatred of England which sometimes slumbered, but never 
died. He said the Emperor felt that his alliance with this 
country was indispensable to him, and regretted sincerely 
the displays of feeling in France, but that he did not dare 
to repress the sentiments evinced by the army, though he 
kept them in check as well as he could, and th^ truth was, 
as I have said above, that it was the undying animosity 
to us which had found a vent upon this occasion. He 
added that he had not blamed Morny, who could not say 
less than he did without being denounced by the Chamber 
as an inadequate exponent of its sentiments. The FreT^ch, 
seeing how all our force is absorbed in our Indian war, 
think they may treat us as they please, and Clarendon 
fancies that if any accident were to befall the Emperor, 
any Government that might be able to establish itself 
would go to war with ,.us as the best means of ingratia- 
ting itself with the nation and of being able to establish 
itself. He says they can march 50,000 men at a moment’s 
notice to Cherbourg, where there is an abundance of war 
steamers ready to transport them across the Channel, while 
we have no soldiers and no ships to defend us in qase of such 
a storm suddenly bursting. George Lewis says that Claren- 
don is haunted with this apprehension, which he does not 
share in the slightest degree. 
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Though there is some truth in this account of the 
Emperor’s position, I cannot believe that he might not have 
kept matters more quiet in France than he has done, if he 
had exerted Jiis influence and power for that end. There 
can be no doubt that our international relations are upon a 
very unpleasant and perilous footing, and that the evil is 
not corrected by the fact of the two Courts being on friendly 
terms^ by mutual interchanges of soft sawder and proofs of 
friendship in the shape of handsome bridal gifts from the 
Emperor and Empress to the Princess Eoyal. We are going 
to do something to soothe the French ; but as it will, I be- 
lieve, be no more than to make that a felony which is now 
only a misdemeanour, it may be doubted if this will satisfy 
or appease them ; but it would be impossible to do more even 
if it were desirable, which I think it is not, and I doubt if 
even this slight concession will be obtained from Parliament 
without some strong and indignant remarks upon the tone 
which has been adopted towards England. 

February 3rd , — The Directors have got Tom Baring and 
Lord Grey to prcscnf their petition in the two Houses, and 
they mean ^o adopt the moderate and judicious course of not 
agitating any further, but trust to the course of events, which 
is now turning in their favour, and to ask for delay and a 
Committee.* Graham, acting, I believe, independently, means 
to move for a Committee. John Bussell intimated *to him 
that he did .not think he should support such a motion, but 
he has not finally determined Afhat to do, and !• rather expect 
he will end in votBig for it. Palmerston’s friends still tell 
him thdit his name is all powerful^ and that he is sure of 
carrying through the House of Compions whatever he pro-' 
poses, if the House thinks there is any possibility of a defeat 
leading to hi^ resignation, and such is evidently his own 
opinion. In a Committee on Indian aflairs and the intended 
bill, at which Bethell was present, on soDae objection or 
possible objection being suggested by one of the members, 
Palmerston aaid in his usual jaunty way, ^ Oh, they will fall 
in love with our bill when they see it ; ’ when Bethell, in his 
niminy-piminy manner and simper, said, ^ Oh, my dear Lord ! * 
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" Granville, wlio told me, says it was very funny. They all 
seem conscious of the diminution of Palmerston’s energy and 
power. He is always asleep, both in the Cabinet and in the 
House of Commons, where he endeavours to conceal it by 
wearing his hat over his eyes. Clarendon made me laugh 
heartily the other day at his account of the Cabinet, where 
one half of them seem to be almost always asleep, the first; 
to be off being Lansdowne, closely followed by Palmtrston 
and Charles Wood. I remember his giving me a very droll 
account of Melbourne’s Cabinet, and of the drowsiness which 
used to reign there, more particularly with Melbourne himself. 

February 11th , — I never remember Parliament meeting 
with much greater curiosity and excitement. The situation 
of the Government is generally regarded as so precarious, 
and the revolution in Palmerston’s popularity and therefore 
his power is so extraordinary, that everybody is expecting 
some great events will occur, and the hopes of all who wish 
for a change and who expect to profit by it are reviving. 
The bill brought in by Palmerston on Tuesday for' the 
purpose of punishing conspirators and with a view to satisfy 
the exigency of the French Government made a great stir. 
The leave to bring it in was carried by a large majority, 
thanhs to the Conservatives, but its success was principally 
owing to the Emperor’s apology arriving just' before the 
debate began. This 2:)acified most of those who were enraged 
at the publications in the ^ Moniteur,’ and disposed to op- 
pose the measure on account' of the conduct of the French 
Government. I have no sympathy with rfuch a feeling, but 
it is well calculated to go«down with the public, and to afford 
a plausible pretext to the Ultra-Liberals*' and the crotchety 
politicians. The greatest objection to this bill is that it 
will probably be quite useless for its alleged object, and 
though perhaps something more stringent might be useful, 
the Government do not dare propose anything beyond the 
present measure. 

Perhaps the most serious reflexion to which this matter 
gives rise is the suspicion that the conduct of the Emperor 
Napoleon betrays either some strange infirmity in his facul- 
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ties, or something so unsound and dangerous in the state“ 
of France, as to be pregnant with possible consequences it is 
frightful to contemplate. All that he has been doing, or has 
allowed to be#done of late, is indicative of a change ; for the 
moderation and prudence, together with firmness and decision, 
which have hitherto formed his besji claim to the admiration 
aTad approb^t^ion of this country seem to have completely 
deserted him. The penal laws enacted or to be enacted in 
France are considered as the inauguration of a reign of terror, 
and there is rapidly growing up the same sort of feeling about 
the French Empire that there is here about the Palmerston 
Government. Nobody pretends to foresee what will happen, 
but everyone thinks that the state of France is rendered 
more combustible, and that any si>ark may produce an ex- 
plosion. Those who are most attached or most favourable 
to the Imperial Government are the most alarmed, and, when 
they dare speak out, express the greatest 3’egret and alarm 
at all .that is passing in France'. 

To turn to the Government here, their two great rocks 
ahead are the Indit! Bill and the Iteform Bill, but with 
regard to these there seems no knowledge how parties will 
act, and how leading individuals will vote. Most people, 
however, arc impressed Avith the idea that neither measure 
will be carried, and that the Government will in all proba- 
bility not get through the session. It will be too absurd if 
Palmerston^ after being the idol of the public, in sjDite of or 
in consequence of all his fbolisH speeches and his outrageous 
acts, should find himself deserted and his power shaken 
becausefhe made Clanricarde Privy*Seal; but there can be 
no doubt that this •appointment has^ had more effect than 
any other cause in the change of public opinion about him. 

February — Last week saw the debates in the House 
of Commons about the Conspiracy Bill, and the first act of 
the India Bill. The first is very unpopula};, but it will be 
carried nevertheless. John Russell has taken it up with 
extraordinary vehemence and anger. His opposition to it is 
furious, on high constitutional grounds, which appear to' me 
absurd and uncalled for. If I were in Parliament I should 
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be puzzled how to vote, for there is much to be said 
against the Bill, and much against voting against parti- 
cularly against leave to bring it in. Almost all the Tories 
voted with Government, and John Eussell carried very few 
with him, and neither of his own nephews. He is more than 
ever exasperated against Palmerston for bringing it in. 
The apology tended b}'' the Emperor, which was read to the 
House, reconciled a great many to the bill, but I have no 
notion that it will do any good, or that the French Govern- 
ment will be satisfied with it. After such a bill, which will 
certainly be carried, the British Lion must put his tail 
between his legs, and ‘ Civis Eomanus ’ give up swaggering so 
loftily. If Aberdeen had attempted such a measure when 
Louis Philipx)e was King and Guizot minister, what would 
Palmerston Lave said, and what would not have been the 
indignant outcry throughout the country ? The balance of 
opinion now seems to be that Government will carry their 
India Bill, and the report is that they are willing, if the 
second reading is carried, to consent to any alterations that 
may be pressed upon them in Committee. Lewis seems to 
have made a good speech on Friday, though rather of a 
didactic character. 

February 20th.^ — Unless I were to write down day by 
day the events and the hrvpressions of each day I should 
fail in giving anything like a picture of the time, ^ and ^ 
I regret that my indolence or other occupatioiAS have pre^; 
vented my doing this. I h'Jive each day promised myself 
I would not neglect it, and then, failing to keep that pronfise 
(to myself), I have found some fresh occurrence sweeping 
away the interest, and generally the accurate recollection, of 
what the preceding days have produced. The varieties of 
the aspects of public affairs have been like the figures in 
a kaleidoscope, and one ought to catch each fleeting sym- 

^ [On February' 19 the Government were defeated on the Conspiracy * 
Bill, in tlie House of Commons, by a majority of 234 to 210, Mr, Milner ♦ 
Gibson’s amendment having:; been carried against them. The majority con- 
sisted of 146 Conservatives, 84 Liberals, Mr. Gladstone, Lord John 
Russell, Sir James Graham, Mr. Cardwell, and M.\ Sidney Herbert voted 
against the Bill. Lord Pahfierston immediately resigned.] 
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metrical arrangement before it is changed into some other 
equally fleeting in order to comprehend the rapidity and im- 
portance of the changes which are going on. Not long ago 
(that is, not hiany weeks) a vague idea began to circulate 
that the Government would have difficulty in getting suc- 
cessfully through this session, and that their power had 
suffered some diminution. It was thought that the India 
Bill jfnd the Reform Bill would be too much for them, and 
when a little later the events in France induced them to 
bring in the Conspiracy Bill, the excessive unpopularity of 
this last measure strengthened the impression of their insta- 
bility. Everybody out of the pale of the Government itself 
admitted that Palmerston was not the man he was, and the 
diminution of his popularity was visible universally. This was 
attributed to several smaller causes, but the great one was 
the appointment of Clanricarde, which beyond all doubt has 
been regarded with a disgust and indignation to the last 
degree exaggerated and uncalled for. Such was the state of 
public feeling and oppiion when the Parliamentary campaign 
opened witV the discussions first of the Conspiracy Bill, and 
secondly of the Reform Bill. After a few days, however, a 
great change seemed to have taken place, though the country 
and the Press watched with great jealousy the progress of 
the Gonspiracy Bill, keeping up a very loud growl of^ dislike 
to the Bill, and resentment against the French Government, 
fh the division on the qufjstion of leave to bring in the bill 
the majority of th^ Conservatives came over td the Govern- 
ment, and they got a majority of the Conservatives of three 
to one. A few days after Palmerston brought in the India 
Bill, about which for a moment it was thought Baring with 
his amendment might run him hard, but after a very poor 
debate, in which the Chancellor of the Exchequer made a 
very good speech, and the President of the Board of Control 
made no speech at all, the Government g©t a anajority of 
near 150. fThese two victories, though the first was obtained 
by the aid of opponents, raised the spirits of the Ministerial- 
ists, and were generally taken as indicative of more strength 
than they had been supposed to haife, and as pretty clear 
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proofs that Palmerston would at all events get unscathed 
through this session with not much diminished authority 
and influence. 

But while they were triumphing in the fancied security 
which these divisions seemed to promise them, a storm was 
gathering, for the bursting of which they were far from 
being prepared, nor did they estimate its impgrtance. The 
2mblic feeling had become more and more exasperated «,t the 
Conspiracy Bill, and at the conduct of France. The first 
reading of the bill would not have bee^ carried as it was, 
perhaps not at all, but for the apoloffy^ as it was called, of the 
Emperor, and the soothing effect of Walewski’s despatch 
carrying expressions of his master’s regret and a sort of 
half disclaimer of the military addresses. But this soothing 
effect was very transitory. It was remarked that while the 
‘ Moniteur ’ continued to insert fresh addresses of an offensive 
character, the apologetic despatch did not appear at all, and 
the original despatch of Walewski (January 20 ), which had 
excited so much indignation here, and which was not denied 
to have been the origin of the Conspiracy Bill, lay upon the 
table of the House of Commons unanswered by our Govern- 
ment. On this 2)oint a good deal of surprise and anger had 
been evinced in the Press and in societj^ and the discontent 
against the Government generally, and Palmerston in par- 
ticular, was still spreading, when Milner Gibson took advan- 
tage of the prevailing temper, and moved a resolution in the 
shape of an amendment to thd second reading of the bill, very 
skilfully concocted, but which was a direct vote of censUrc 
upon the Government (particularly of course directed against 
Palmerston and Claroi7,don) for not having answered that 
despatch. 

Palmerston, I have been assured, when he osaw the terms 
of this amendment, perceived that it might be dangerous, and 
that it was welUcalculated to get votes ; but it is certain that ‘ 
the Government generally were in no apprehension, and that 
nobody of any party (I believe literally nobody) had the 
least idea that any vote of censure, which of course involved 
the existence of the Government, had the slightest chance 
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of bein^ carried. I met Sir Edward Lytton at tbe AtheneBum 
on Friday, just as be was going to the House, and bad some 
conversation with him. He treated Palmerston's position 
as impregnable, and said be would have a very large majority 
that evening. So confident were tbe Government wbippers- 
in that they made no exertions, and Hayter actually allowed 
some of bis •jieople to go away unpaired, telling them that 
they were quite safe, and their presence not necessary. I 
went to tbe House of Lords that evening to bear Macaulay, 
who was to have spoken but did not speak, and afterwards 
went home, bearing noibing more that night. Great was 
my astoiiisbment when I read in tbe ^ Times ’ this morning 
that Government bad be(ni beaten on Milner Gibson’s motion 
by 19, and a few minutes after Granville came in and said 
that this defeat must be conclusive and nothing left for 
them but to resign. A Cabinet was held in tbe afternoon, 
at which it was decided that Palmerston should repair to 
Buckingham Palace with the resignations of himself and bis 
colleagues. , 

Fchruaii^ 2Ls7. — jN^othiiig more was known last night, 
but it was evident that Derby liad been sent for in prefer- 
ence to Lord John, whom I met at Brooks’s in the morning, 
and who did not expect the Queen to send for him. He 
told #me Gladstone, be believed, and Graham, bq knew, 
would not join Derby, and be thought neither Sidney 
Herbert nol: Cardwell would either. As to tbe future, there 
really are q^uot homines toi scntentiw» Some* think Derby 
cannot^form a Government, some that be will not try. Tbe 
sanguine Palmerstonians think all* other attempts will fail 
and Palmerston remain in power, as •Lord Grey did in 1881, 
and some fancy be will endeavour to propitiate the House of 
Commons and^ public opinion by throwing overboard Clanri- 
carde, to whose appointment tbe mischief is in great measure 
attributed. Such is at this moment tbe state of doubt and 
confusion Which generally prevail. 

February 23rcZ. — Nothing is yet known of Derby’s progress 
except that he tried the Peelites, not one of whom would 
join. He sent for Newcastle from (?lumbor, who came up. 
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saw Mm, and declined. It is evident that they mean to act 
in concert, except probably Graham, who has espoused John 
Eussell, and who will not separate himself from Lord John’s 
fortunes. There was a prevailing expectation yesterday that 
Perby would abandon his attempt, and that Palmerston would 
come back, but Derby seesjns quite determined to go on. The 
Palirierstonians certainly expect their exclusion to be of 
short duration, and nobody thinks that any Govewament 
Derby can possibly make will last long. 

Never was there a great catastrophe so totally unexpected. 
Within an hour of the beginning of the debate no one 
doubted that the Government would have a majority, but 
Milner Gibson’s speech was not concluded before it was 
evident that his amendment would bo carried, and Palmer- 
ston’s conduct was very unaccountable. It was clear from 
the tone of his speech, which was as bad as possible, feeble 
and intemperate, that he was aware of what was going to 
happen, and yet when the true state of the case was urged 
upon him, and he was pressed to adjourn the debate till 
Monday, which could easily have been done, he^ obstinately 
refused. If he had done this, there is little doubt that he 
would have whipped up a majority by Monday. Certainly 
no people ever so mismanaged their affairs. There is no 
excuse for their having put on the table of tlfe Housg^of 
Commons such a despatch as Walewski’s, without any i;eply 
being made to it. It required no great sagacity to anticipate 
that such a course of proceeding could not fail to throw the 
House of Commons into a flame, and exasperate the countiy, 
already much excited, and all the excuses they made only 
made their case worse, and were generally inconsistent with 
each other. George Grey’s was the most pitiful, when he 
said that after tha second reading an answer should he sent. 
Then they made shuffling statements : at one time that they 
had sent no answer, and that to have answered it as alone it « 
could be answered must have increased the irritation. Then, 
that they had given a verbal answer, and at last il transpired 
that an answer had been sent in the shape of ^ ^private 
letter from Clarendon to Cowley. 
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There were two courses open to the Government, either 
of which might have been very naturally and not improperly 
taken. Palmerston might have announced that it was not 
his intention •to produce any of the correspondence between 
the two Governments, and asked the House of Commons ip 
place confidence in him, and allow, him to take the steps he 
deemed best, to satisfy the Fi-ench Government, and at the 
same^ime vindicate the honour and dignity of this country, 
and if he had stated that he thought it would be injurious to 
the interests of pcage and amity to produce any papers, it is 
];)erfectly certain he would have met with unanimous acqui- 
escence. The only objection I have heard to this is that the 
French Government published the despatch in the ‘ Moni- 
teur ; ’ but if Palmerston had resolved ui^on silence here, he 
could have informed Cowley of his resolution, and instructed 
him to come to a common agreement with Walewsld that they 
should publish nothing in the ‘ Moniteur,’ and we should keep 
the correspondence from Parliament here. Not acting in this 
Avay, he ought to have sent an answer, and who can suppose 
that such jnen as Palmerston and Clarendon, whose lives 
have been pn ssed in Avriting despatches, and who are both so 
remarkably expert at that work, should be unable to concoct 
a rexdy to Walewski which should be conciliatory in tone 
and matter* and at once suffice for the fears and exigencies 
of Braiice and for the national pride and honour of England ? 
Clarendon’s x>rivate letter is said to have been excellent, and 
of course it must have been fVell adapted for its purposes. 
"W hat difficulty coiTld there have been, therefore, in convertings 
the prfvate into a public letter, which if it had accompanied 
the French letter •would have paci^ed both the House of 
Commons and the country, for the Government ought not 
to have forgiotten, as it seems they did, that the English 
and French Governments were not the only parties in this 
transaction, but there were the English idovernment and 
the Housq of Commons and the country, between whom 
accounts had to be settled. There are people who fancy that 
Palmerston was" nojj sorry to be beaten on* Milner Gibson’s 
motion, thinking it better to go ouif upon that than upon 
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the motion against Clanricarde on March 4 (the abolition of 
the Privy Seal), on which they think they certainly would 
have been defeated, and on which they mnst have resigned ; 
but I don’t think their defeat on the latter wfis so certain, 
and they might have been saved by Clanricarde’s resig- 
nation before the debate, came on. The conduct of those 
who brought forward and those who supported*the vote of 
censure, and that of the Government in going out*upon 
it, admits of much diversity of opinion. The friends of 
the Government, and those who wei*e averse to a change, 
maintain that the amendment was inexcusable, and that 
the House of Commons had no business to meddle with the 
functions of the Executive, or to express any opinion as to 
the propriety of answering or not a despatch which ought 
to have been left to the discretion of the Minister, and the 
ex-Ministers say that the vote made it impossible for them 
to do any tiling but resign, and that their opponents must 
have been fully aware that this w’ould be the consequence 
of their victory. 

Their conduct is inexplicable to me, for I believe * they 
were very sorry to go out, and yet if they had wished it they 
might have very well stayed in. According to ancient 
practice any vote of censure produced resignation as a matter 
of course, no matter what the subject of it, but it did so 
because a vote of censure, and indeed any adverse voter on 
any important measure, implied that the House of Commons 
had withdrawn its confidence from the Government, the fact 
of which rendered it impossible for them to carry on tHe 
affairs of the country, and obliged them to resign. Bht it is 
impossible to pretend that the late vote indicated the with- 
drawal of the confidence of the House of Commons generally. 
They had had two immense majorities a fewdays before, 
and they would have had another as large a few days after if 
they had gone on .with the bill. If I had been able to advise 
the Queen, I would have recommended her to refuse Lord 
Palmerston’s resignation, and have insisted on his testing 
the question of confidence on the Conspiracy Bill, or on some 
question in which the national passions were not concerned. 



1858] 


BETEEMINATION TO EESIGN. 


169 


and lie could not have refused to take this course. Even 
after she had sent for Derby he gave her the opportunity 
(though not I suppose the advice to do so), for he said she 
had better take another day for consideration, and then if 
she decided on wishing him to form a Government, he would 
undertake it. 

February 2Gth , — I met George Lewis yesterday, and 
talketl over with him the whole affair. He thinks that it 
has all been fearfully mismanaged, and that the catastrophe 
might have been avoided in many different vrays ; first, by 
answering the despatcli ; secondly, by doing what I have 
suggested, producing no papers and asking for confidence ; 
then by the Speaker’s declining to allow the amendment to 
be i)ut, as he well might have done, and as a strong Speaker 
would have done. Lord Eversley advised him to do this, and 
gave his strong opinion that fhe amendment was inadmis- 
sible. It is curious that Palmerston’s overthrow should bo 
the work of a Parliament elected expressly to support him, 
and immediately cai^sed by the act of a Speaker whom he 
insisted uimn x>utting in the chair, contrary to the advice of 
many others who thought he would prove inefficient. 

I told Lewis I thought their resignation was not called 
for, and what I would have advised the Queen. He said the 
whole question was well and most calmly and dispassionately 
considered, and they were unanimous as to the necessity of 
resignation’, with the sole exception of Vernon Smith, and 
that was without any arriere ^ensee of returning on an 
anticipated failure of Derby; that the Queen had begged 
Palmerston not to resign upon thisVotc, and he had returned 
to the Cabinet, and reported what •she said, but they were 
all without exception for adhering to their resignation. 
Derby, too, liad evidently wished to afford Palmerston an 
opportunity of recalling it, for he had begged the Queen to 
take twenty-four hours to consider of it ; 4)ut it is probable 
that Her ♦Majesty, having failed to persuade Palmerston 
in the first instance, had thought it useless to make any 
further attempts. « 

Lewis gave me such strong reasons*for their determination, 
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that I confess they materiallj shook my opinion. He said 
there was no possibility of mistaking the feeling there was 
against Palmerston, which if I had been present and seen 
what passed in the House that night, I could not have 
doubted; that the only way in which they could have 
stayed in was by getting somebody to move a vote of confi- 
dence, which was too dangerous an experiment, as in the 
present state of the House of Commons it was at least an 
even chance that such a vote would not have been carried, 
and certain that they would have had all the great guns 
of all sides thundering against them. He thought Palmer- 
ston’s speech had been very ill advised, and had done much 
harm, and that it was a mistake not to have adjourned the 
debate, when it was very probable that they might have had 
an opportunity of changing the fortune of it. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

The Second Derby Administration — Lord Derby’s first Speech — Lord 
Clanriearde deConds himself — New Ministry — Coincidences — Lord 
Derliy's favourable *rosi{ ion —Opinion of the Speaker — Lord Derby’s 
Liberal Declarations — Dinner io Mr. Duckle — Instability of the Govern- 
ment — Mr. Disraeli’s sanfruine Views — India — Prospects of the new 
Government — A Visit, to the Due d’Auinale — Delicate Tlelations with 
Prance — Lord John TJiissell and Lord Palmerston — Irritation of the 
Whigs — Marshal Pelissim* Ambassador in Jiondon — The I*eelites and the 
Whigs — Failure of the India Bill — An Overt ure from Lord Jidin Bussell 
— Dissensions f)f tlm Whigs — Lord Derby resolves to remain in Office — 
Lord John Bussell ])roposes to deal with the India Bill by Besolutions 
— jNIistake of the WLigs in resigning on the Conspiracy Bill — With- 
drawal of the India Bill — Policy of the Wliigs in Opposition — Lord 
Cowley on the Bolations of France and Fngland — Strong Opposition to 
the Government — Lord Derby on tbe State of Affairs — Disunion of the 
Wliigs— T^ord ( 'aiming’s Proclamation — Littlecote House — Veberaenco 
of the Opposition — Ijord Lyndhnrst displeased — Debates on the Indian 
IVoclamation — Collapse of tbe Debates — Triumph of the ^Sfiiiistry — 
Disraeli’s violent Speech at Slough — Lord Palmerston’s Discomfiture — 
Prospects’of a Fusion — Success of the Government — Concessions to the 
ifadicals — The Queen's Visit to Birmingham — ^Progress of ‘the India 
tiill — The Ji^w Bill — The Jew Bill passed — Disturhed State of India 
< — Baron Bruniiow on the linssian AVar. 

Lorulon^ 27 th^ehruary, 1858. — All yesterday lists of the 
new appointments were put forth from hour to hour, unlike 
each other, and pit)viiig what changes had been made during 
the last hours. Nobody was prepared for Bulwer Lytton 
having no place, and still less for Lord Stanley taking office 
in this Government, which must have been settled at the 
eleventh honr. On the whole it present^ a more decent- 
looking affair than anybody expected, hut the general impres- 
sion is tha^ it cannot last, and must he overthrown by the 
mere weight of members, whenever the different sections of 
the House should unite on any question whatever. Their 
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staff is not so despicable, but their rank and file are sadly 
inadequate if they are attacked in earnest.* 

March 2nd , — Last night Derby made his statement. He 
was very nervous and unlike himself, scarcely audible at first, 
much less fluent than usual, and he spoke from notes, which 
I never saw him do before. It was, however, a very judicious 
and becoming speech. Granville and Clarendon- both spoke 
very well, and the whole affair was very creditable and Satis- 
factory, civil, courteous, and good-humoured on all sides. 
Clarendon made a very plausible defence of his own conduct 
in not answering Wale ws Id’s despatch, which was so good 
that Hardwicke crossed the House to compliment him, and 
said if that speech had been made in the House of Commons 
there would have been no division. The impression left on 
me is that though it was a pretty good defence, he would have 
exercised a sounder discretion if he had sent an answer, and 
that there was no difficulty in doing so. Clanricarde has 
given notice of what the ‘ Times ’ calls favouring the House 
with some leaves of his autobiography. He has been advised 
to take this course by some of his friends and colleagues, 
particularly Lord Lansdowne ; but in spite of such respect- 
able authority, I think it an ill-advised step, from which he 
is likely to derive little if any benclit. He is going to defend 


^ [The S()COiid Admiiiislratioii of 
follows : — 

First Jjord of the Treasury 
Lord Chancellor 
Lord President 
Lord Privy Seal 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Home Secretary 
Eoreign Secretary . 

< Colonial Secretary . 

War Secretary 
Poard of Oontrol . 

Board of Tr^de 
Duchy of Lancaster 
Admiralty 

Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
Chief Secretary 
Woods and Forests . 


the Earl of Derby was compose!^ as 

‘ . . Earl of Derby 

. . Lord Chelmsford ^ 

. . Marquis of Salisbury 

. . Earl of Hardwicke 

. . Mr. Pisracli 

. . Mr. Walpole 

. . Earl of Malmesbury 

. . Lord Stanle;^ 

. . Colonel Peel 

. Earl of Ellenhorough 
. . Mr. Henley 

. . Duke of Montrore 

. . Sir John Pakin^'ton^; 

. . Earl of Eglinton 

. . Lord Naas 

. . Lord John Manners] 



1858] 


LOBD DKRBrS ADMINISTEATION. 


173 


liimself against something intangible, for no accuser will 
appear, and there is no charge which he is called upon to 
rebut. No doubt his appointment has been the real cause 
of the downfall of the Government. It is this which ruined 
the popularity of Palmerston. It is only fair to admit that 
they could not have been expected to anticipate all the 
"hubbub it ipade, nor anything like it. 

People are now wondering that Palmerston’s fall has 
made so little sensation and the event fallen so flat, consider- 
ing what his popularity was only a few mouths ago, but this 
proves what an unsubstcintial and factitious popularity it 
was. Derby has done better than his predecessor in one 
w^a-y, for he has brought forward some new men who have a 
good reputation, and may distinguish themselves in Parlia- 
ment, and show us that we have something to look to beyond 
the old worn out materials of which everybody is tired. 
The first class of this Government is not worse than that of 
the last, and the second class is a great deal better. There 
are some ralher curious coincidences noticeable in this 
smash. The majority by which the Whigs fell was nineteen. 
It was the same on the China question last year, and nine- 
teen turned out Derby in 1853. Derby has been three times 
called on to form a, Government, and each time on the 21st 
of Pebruaiy. At the present moment there appears to be a 
disposition to give him what is called a fair trial. Gut it is 
difficult to say how long this will last. The Whigs are in 
great pelplexit3^ Some tall# of Pabnerston coming back 
again, others waiHt to bring about a reunion between him 
and Dbrd John, and others still talk of setting them both 
aside and electing*a new leader of t^e party. 

March 3nZ. — The discussion, for there was no debate, on 
Monday has* produced a very favourable eflect. Derby’s 
speech is much admired for its calm and dignified tone, and 
the matter of it considered judicious and satisfactory. As 
an exhibition the whole proceeding is thought eminently 
creditable to the country, and such as must strike foreigners 
particularly. This^ is unquestionably true, and it has been a 
very good start for Derby. As far tis one can judge in so 
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short a time, there is a growing opinion that he ought to 
have fair play and no vexatious opposition, and Granville 
this morning told me he thought he would get on very well. 
Palmerston has begged Cowley not to resign, which is very 
honourable and becoming. There are symptoms of a dispo- 
sition on the part of the * Times ’ to support the new Govern- 
ment, and I have little doubt that they can •secure this 
great advantage if they manage their affairs with common 
prudence, and set to work diligently to frame such measures 
of improvement and utility as will satisfy public oj)iriion. I 
entreated Jonathan Peel to lose no time in dealing with the 
matter of the health of the soldiers and the mortality amongst 
them brought to light by Sidney Herbert’s Committee. This 
alone, well and quickly done, would be of prodigious service 
to the new Government. 

March iUh. — I gather from what I hear that Lord 
Palmerston is preparing to buckle on his armour, and to 
wage war against the new Government with the hope and 
expectation of forcing himself back into office speedily, and 
that the new Opposition mean to attack the new <^yernment 
as quickly and as vehemently as they can. John Russell says 
they ^ ought not to bo recklessly or prematurely opposed.’ 
Guizot, it seems, has written to Aberdeen about the ‘ union 
of all shades of Liberals ’ as a desideratum, to which Lord 
John says ^ whether it be possible he knows not, but that be is 
an obstacle to it on our side, and Palmerston on the other.’ 

The Speaker, with whom ! had a long talk yesterday, 
thinks this Government never can stand, and he says, trdiy 
enough, that though Derby and Co. did not maJce the' situa- 
tion which compelled the resignation off the last, they ac- 
cepted it with full knowledge of the consequences of their 
vote, and are therefore responsible. He considers that what 
has happened and is likely to happen is all to the benefit of 
the Radicals, whc/ well know this, and rejoice at it accord- 
ingly, and he thinks Milner Gibson framed his ajnendment 
with th^ design of its leading to the defeat of Palmerston, 
and the advent of Derby to a power whie]l;i he never desired 
to be of long duration." All this I could not gainsay, and it 
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is certainly true that this change has only produced a fresh 
set of difficulties and dangers, the result of which who can 
foresee ? 

Derby’s liberal declaration in his programme last Mon- 
day has been taken up and extended by his followers, but 
it is ver}’' improbable that the enunciation of such prin- 
ciples and intentions will carry with it the assent of the old 
and genuine Tories, many of whom will most likely ere long 
•declare their adhesion to their old creed, and their abhor- 
rence of the new-ly^rn liberalism of their chief, and Derby 
may one day find himself in a lesser degree in something like 
the position of Peel when he gaye notice of his intention to 
propose the Eepeal of the Corn Laws. Derby’s declaration 
now affords a practical justification of Peel’s course then, 
for Peel was never so much opposed to Free Trade as Derby 
and all his followers to Eeform, and his excuse is based on 
similar grounds, namely, the progress and irresistible force 
of jpublic opinion. 

March lOih . — I dined with Grote yesterday to meet Mr. 
Buckle, t^ literary lion of the day. He is not prepossessing 
in appearance, but he talks very well and makes a great 
display of knowledge and extensive reading, though without 
pedantry or dogmatism. There was a small party of literary 
men to meet him, and Lady William Eussell and I acted 
the# part of gallery. The guests were Count Platen the 
Swedish Minister, the Master of the Eolls, Dr. William 
Smith, young Bunbury (Sir Henry’s son), and -Lowe. It was 
pleasant enough. 

Th^re is a prevailing and an increasing impression that 
this Government v^ll not last long, ^nd I think its days are 
numbered. The old Government are evidently impatient to 
resume their places, and within the last two or three days 
there is an evident change in their spirits and their expecta- 
tions. Whether it is desirable or not that JDerby should be 
permitted Jbo go on for some time I know not, but I doubt 
if it is possible. John Eussell might perhaps prefer keeping 
Derby in place for,a time, in order to prevent Palmerston’s 
coming back, but I do not think he will be able to do so if he 
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wishes it, and even those Liberals who are not verj fond o£ 
Palmerston seem to be indignant at a Tory party holding 
office with an immense majority against them in the House 
of Commons. It is certainly a question whether any set of 
men have a right under any circumstances to accept office 
with full knowledge that there is a majority of at least two 
to one against them, and if one set of ministers are bound 
to resign, not merely on finding the majority against them, 
but upon a single adverse vote, a fortiori must another set be. 
precluded from taking office without the power of command- 
ing the assent and support of Parliament upon any question 
whatever. Sir Francis Baring writes to John Russell, *that 
the existence of the present Ministry is contrary to Parlia- 
mentary Government,’ and this seems to be the general sen- 
timent of the Liberal party, of course loudly insisted on by 
those who expect to profit by ousting them. 

March llth , — My mind fluctuates back to a notion that 
the Government will be able to maintain themselves for some 
time. Ellice said yesterday that he for one would not join 
in any attempt to oust them till he saw his way to the for- 
mation of a better Government, and thinks time ought to be 
afforded for a reunion of the Liberal party. In the afternoon 
I called on Disraeli, and found him ra,ther sanguine about 
their prospects. He said they should settle, in fact had 
settled, the French question ‘ with flying colours.’ He sees 
no difficulty about finance, as there can bo no quarrels on 
the score of principles, and her will only have to provide for 
tbe expenses either by some increased taxation, or if that is 
opposed, by a loan, and ha does not think the Palmerstonians 
will venture to refuse th^ supplies, or that they would succeed 
in such an attempt. His Indian Bill he thinks will be a 
better and more popular measure, and he knows of nothing 
else but the chapter of accidents on which they will have 
any serious difficulty. 

Afterwards I fell in wdth Charles Villiers, and talked 
over the fall of the Government, which he attributed, ^* 3 1 do, 
to the enormous and inconceivable blunders which his friends 
committed. He is alwa) s sensible, unprejudiced, and the most 
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satisfactory person to talk to I am acquainted with. John 
itnssell is in great indignation at Disraeli’s speech at his 
-election, and his attributing all sorts of bad motives to the 
Whigs in their Ecforin of 1831, which was certainly very 
imprudent to say the least of it, for in his condition it was 
most desirable for him to avoid giving offence to any of the 
influential people, whose hostility may be very dangerous 
to nim. I had not read his speech when I saw him, or I 
should have told him so. 

March \2ih. — Ifc^is remarkable how completely the affairs 
at home have sui)erseded the interest belonging to those of 
India. Nobody seems to think about what so recently ab- 
sorbed everyone’s thoughts and feelings. This is, however, 
in great measure owing to the general belief that the great 
question of suppressing the rebellion and re-establishing our 
rule is virtually settled, and though we may yet have a 
great deal of trouble and even difficulty, all serious danger 
is at an end, and that we are as secure of possessing India 
as of any of our colonies. The apprehensions 1 had on 
the subje^, and wlifch I have expressed, have been verj^ far 
from realized, and those who took more sanguine and confi- 
dent views of the issue of the contest have been justified 
by the event. 

March l^th. — The new Government is looking up. 
On^lMonday evening Bernal Osborne attacked Disraeli in 
his usual style, and gave him an opportunity of making a 
speech in reply, which €weryh#dy acknowledgers to have been 
most able and siuRjcssf uL Bernal was very bad, Palmerston 
spoke •feebly, professed moderate imtentions towards the new 
Government, but iclearly indicated ^that he meant to take 
office again if he conld. His speech was tamely received, 
and furnished a fresh proof of the loss of his popularity and 
influence. Last night again, in a little skirmish between 
Disraeli and George Lewis, the former liEyi the best of it, 
Clanricardp having had the egregious folty to announce to 
the House of Lords his intention to make ‘ a ijersonal 
statement,’ in which he was unaccountably supported by 
such men as George Lewis and Lans^owiie amongst others. 
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found out that everybody thought he was mating a great 
fool of himself and withdrew it, but his colleagues are 
annoyed at his putting himself forward to ask questions of 
Derby. He sits on the front Opposition bench in the midst 
of his late colleagues, who would be glad to be rid of him, 
particularly as they know that in the event of their return 
to office he would be left out. ^ * 

March 20th , — I went on Friday with M. de Jar»ac to 
Orleans House to pay a visit to the Due d'Aumale and see 
his interesting collection of - books and pictures. He is very 
courteous, obliging, and intelligent, and the Duchess very 
civil and pleasing. His house was formerly occupied by his 
father, Louis Philipp(», improved and enlarged by Lord Kil- 
morey, who lived there with Miss Hostc, and bought from 
him by the Duke, who has filled it full of objects of historical 
or artistic interest, especially of memorials of the great 
Conde. The family portraits, of wffiich there is a vast collec- 
tion, are particularly curious. He has two sons, who bear 
the fine titles of Prince de Conde and Due de Guise, but it 
is melancholy to contemplate the avcnlr of these bo3^s, whose 
high birth is their misfortune, and to whom no profession or 
occupation seems open. They have lost their own country 
by no fault of their own, and are so situated that they cannot 
or will not get adopted in any other.^ It is a false position 
if ever there was one. The family appear to have been 
alarmed by the recent events in France, and the indirect 
effect which tjiose events might have upon them, for they 
have reason to believe that they are expbsod to a constaAit 
system of espionnage by the French Government, wbo wish 
very much to implicate them if possible in some of the plots 
that they believe to be constantly going on here, and great 
vigilance on their part is necessary not to commit themselves 
in any way to unknown Frenchmen who approach under 

* [Alas I botli ttese interesting and promising young Princes were cut 
off in early life, the Prince de Cond6 dying in New South Wales, at the 
outset of a journey on which he had started under the most-, auspicious cir- 
cumstances. The Due de Guise, then the sole surviving child and heir of 
the Due d’Aumale, also died soon after the return of the Royal Family to 
France in 1871.] 
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pretences of attachment to their family or to make appeals 
to their charity. 

The other day I got a note from Lord Derby about a 
Council, at the end of which he earnestly beffged me if I 
had any influence with the ^ Times ’ to get thlla to abstain 
from writing any more irritating articles about France, for 
khat these articles provoked the French to madness, and, as 
mattes are, that nothing but the utmost care and modera- 
tion on both sides enabled the two Governments to go on 
in harmony. 1 accordingly sent his note to Delane, who 
promised to attend to it, though it was hard to leave the 
French press without replies. It is curious that I shordd be 
found acting a friendly part towards Derby’s Government, 
he being of all men the one to whom I have felt the greatest 
political repugnance ; but I am now so free from all political 
predilections, and regard constant changes as so objection- 
able, that I wish this Government to be fairly tried, espe- 
cially as it appears to me quite as good as any other we 
are likely to have ; disposed to work hard and promote good 
measures, and to be •unable, even if they were disposed, to 
do any hafin. 

I find a disposition to carp at the settlement of the French 
quarrel, though without any good reason. Lord Malmesbury’s 
letter might have been better composed, and more showy, 
but the object was to close the quarrel in a manifier that 
would satisfy the pride and allay the irritation of this 
countiy, without being So exacting towards. France as to 
pique her into fre^ ebullitions offensive to us, and this has 
been cU>ne, thoi.gh it cannot be s£^id with truth that they 
had settled the digpute ^with flying colours.’ The French 
Government have had the last word, and exhibited some 
spleen, whicl\ is not very unnatural considering the part 
they have had to play, eating humble pie and retracting 
almost everything they said. 

The Duke of Bedford is in town, having been urgently 
pressed to ,come up and see what he could do to effect a 
political reconciliation between Lord John and Palmerston, 
which he has certainly not effected, and probably will faiHn 
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effecting. Lord John said some months ago that he never 
would take office again but as Premier, but what the Whigs 
want is that he should join them, consent to co-operate in 
ousting Derby, and then to take office unde^ Palmerston; 
but if he would not do this before the present session began, 
much less would he be inclined to do so now. He knows 
very well that they are only trying to make it up with him, 
because they feel that they cannot do withont him, j*nd as 
they still prefer Palmerston, and mean to stick to him, and 
to come back with him as their chief,, there is very little 
chance of any negotiation being brought to a successful issue. 
The best chance of the Whigs being reunited is, that the 
present Government should take sufficient root, and stay in 
office long enough to show that nothing but a complete re- 
conciliation of the Liberals of all shades and opinions can 
drive them out, and for this time is required. The notion 
the late Government cherished of being able to turn out 
their opponents in a very brief space is already gone, and 
they find that the majority of the House of Commons will 
be no party to such an overthrow. 

March 21 st . — The Duke of Bedford lias just been here; 
he has been occupied with vain attempts to bring abont the 
reconciliation so much desired by his political friends, but 
without success or any hope of it ; he finds the estrangement 
between Palmerston and Lord John great as ever, and even 
between Lord John and Clarendon, the latter complaining 
bitterly tliat Lord John ^ went out of his way to insult him,^ 
which meant that in his speech the ot’lier day he spdfce 
civilly of Malmesbury, saying ho had no doubt he^ would 
uphold the honour j\nd dignity of the country.’ All 
this shows the excessive soreness and ill-humour of the 
outgoing party, and though Clarendon expresses the most 
unalloyed satisfaction at being out of office, it proves there 
is the amari alii^nid to detract from his pleasure at being 
free; and it is not unnatural that the great p^art he has 
himself had in bringing about the catastrophe should make 
him very sore and uneas}^ and a blow has been given to his 
reputation the effects df which may be hereafter serious. 



1858] 


RECONCILIATION OF STATESMEN. 


181 


March 2^th . — Marshal Pelissieris going to replace Per- 
signy here as Ambassador, a strange choice. He is a mili- 
tary ruffian, who knows no more of diplomacy than he does 
of astronom/. Persigny goes because he cannot a.gree with 
Walewski; I don’t know the details of his dissatisfaction. 
His departure is regretted, as he is believed to be honest and 
true, and sincerely anxious to promote a good understanding 
between the two countries. 

The Duke of Bedford has just been here; he came from 
Lord Aberdeen, who tells him the Peelites are all verging 
towards a union with Lord John, some more, some less ; 
Graham is devoted to him, Sidney Herbert and Cardwell per- 
fectly well disposed, the Duke of Newcastle gradually be- 
coming so, and Gladstone at present the least friendly, but 
Aberdeen thinks is getting more friendly, and will eventually 
join his standard, and Aberdeen himself is doing all he can 
to bring about this union. He is going to sjjeak to the 
Queen about it, with a view of reconciling her to Lord John 
without knowing how necessary it is. The Duke said he 
rather dqpbted the expediency of Aberdeen’s speaking to 
Her Majesty, but I told him it wuis better he should, and 
very necessaiy to take all means to remove her feeling 
against Lord John. I also told him what had passed 
between the Queen and Clarendon, and how he had endea- 
voifred to persuade Her Majesty that it would be impossible 
for himself to be I^riinQ Minister, and that if Palmerston 
failed from any cause, her only course would be to send 
for Lord John, and to do so frankly and graciously. I 
begged him to let Lord John know this, as it was so desir- 
able to bring abotit a reconciliatioti between them, which 
this fact would be calculated to promote. The Duke owned 
it was very handsome conduct on the part of Clarendon, as 
it is indeed on the part of Aberdeen, after all that Lord John 
did in breaking up his Government; bu4 Aberdeen is a 
gentleman and a patriot, sincerely attached to the Queen, 
and to the best interests of the country, and while he has 
retired altogether from public life and the turmoil of politics, 
he is anxious still to exercise the greit moral influence which 
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he possesses to advance the public interests according to the 
dictates of his judgement and his conscience. 

Hatchford^ March SOth . — On Friday last Disraeli brought 
on the Government India Bill, which Ellen'f)orough told 
some of his friends would be ^ a great success,’ and which 
everybody expected would be an improvement on Palmer r 
ston’s. Never was there a greater failure; the bill was 
received with general aversion and contempt. The Badicals, 
\yho want to keep the Government in for the present, 
could not stomach it, Eoebuck i)ronoiinced it a sham, and 
Bright, who detests Palmerston, said he preferred his bill of 
the two. It is evidently impossible that this bill can pass, 
and everybody sees what a fix it places public affairs in, and 
what difficulties and uncertainties present themselves on all 
sides. The only people who are pleased are the Palmer- 
stonians. They think that when this bill has been rejected 
or withdrawn theirs will pass, and this will, ex necessitate, 
compel Derby to retire and oi)en the way to Palmerston’s 
return to office. They are therefore chuckling over the 
dilemma, but it may be without its leading to the^ ealization 
of their hopes. There are a great many men in the House of 
Commons, Peelites or Eadicals principally, but also some 
others, who cannot endure the notion of Palmerston’s coming 
back, apd who will oppose his bill, after tlie other has been 
swept away, merely to prevent his return. What ''the 

Eadicals would like is that both bills should be referred 

« 

to a Select Committee, and a third bill, be concocted out 
of the two; but this scheme would not be likely to meet 
with general approbation * for it would be in fact a delegation 
of the proper functions of government* to the House of 
Commons. Ifc appears not unlikely that both bills will fail 
and that no measure at all will pass this year. ’ The Govern- 
ment people are extremely dejected at the state of affairs, 
but it is said they do not mean to resign upon the defeat 
of their bill. 

Meanwhile John Eussell has made a sort of overture to 
Granville, i.e. he sen t^ George Byng to him on Sunday to 
invite him to say what he thought would be the most 
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eligible course to adopt ia the present state of affairs, and 
with reference to the Government bill. This was not very 
judicious on his part, and Granville was an odd man to 
select, bein^ in a different House of Parliament, and so 
bound to Palmerston that he could not avoid communicating 
to him the overture and his reply to it. George Byng says 
Granville appeared a good deal surprised, but he thought 
rather pleased. Granville said he could give no immediate 
answer, but would write to him, which he did the next day^, 
and told him George Lewis would go down to Pembroke 
Lodge to see Lord John. I have no idea that anything will 
come of this, for none of the late Cabinet can or will transfer 
their allegiance from Palmerston to Lord John, unless the 
former consents to it, and abdicates his j)Ositioii of chief of 
the Whig party, which he seems to have no thoughts of 
doing, and it is impossible to conciliate their rival claims 
and pretensions. 

2n(L — A letter from the Duke of Bedford this 
morning says that Lord John is inclined to throw out the 
India B^jJ, as it is too bad to admit of any improve- 
ment, and that he thinks if he does this Palmerston will 
support him ; but the Duke adds that it is rumoured that 
the Government will not go out if their bill is defeated. It 
is easy to understand that Palmerston can desire nothing so 
mifeh as that Lord John should take the lead in opposing 
the India Bill, and that, he should sui^port him, because in 
that case, and the defeat ot the bill by a darge majority, 
which probably would happen, and the Government going 
out, He would infallibly bo sent fdi* again, and in re-forming 
his Government hfe would no doubt*invite Lord John to join 
it, but this would only lead to a fresh series of difficulties, 
and most likely to a long course of abortive negotiations. 
How the junction between the two leaders is to be effected 
it is difficult to conceive, although there are several ways in 
which it .might be brought about, if they were disposed to 
make mui^hal concessions. The starting point might be the 
complete union of, the whole Whig and Liberal party, which 
all profess to desire most anxiously* and which the mutual 
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* antipatliies and disagreements of the two leaders at present 
prevent. If Palmerston would consent to go to the House of 
Lords as Premier, and to leave Lord John with a high office 
(India, for example) as leader in the House of Commons, some- 
thing might be done. Lord John might possibly be induced 
to cede his claim to the highest place on this condition, but it 
is not unlikely that he would require more than' that : first, 
that Clarendon should not be at the Foreign Office, which 
Palmerston would no doubt not agree to ; and secondly, 
certain places and seats in the Cabinet for the Pcelites, who 
have recently consented to follow his standard and cast 
their own lots with his. Then various complications j)resent 
themselves connected with these questions. 

April 4^/t. — The Duke of Bedford has written to Lady 
Derby that her lord must make up his mind to be beaten 
on his India Bill, but that he hopes ho will not think it 
necessary to resign upon it when he is. Brougham whites 
from Paris that the feeling against us there has been greatly 
exaggerated, that the Emperor alone is friendly to us, but that 
though the general sentiment is unfriendly, nobo(J^" dreams 
of going to war with us, nor indeed with any other Power. 

April Sill . — Derby made a striking speech at the Mansion 
House the other night, which has been severely ridiculed by 
the ‘ Times,’ but which nevertheless contained a good deal of 
truth. He said that there were very few questions nowad^iys 
in which different Governments covM act differently, and he 
invited not only every sort of criticism, bu^^of suggestion, as 
to the Indian Bills and measures now before Parliament, 
The inference deduciblc from his speech (and in which I 
have since been confirmed) is that, happen what may, he 
does not mean to resign, and that the Government will not 
go out, unless they are positively turned out. They say this 
unlucky India Bill was the sole work of Ellenborough, and 
that the democratic clauses are the result of an old fancy of 
his, but nobody can be desirous of admitting the paternity 
of such a measure. 

April IQth . — I have been confined io the house for 
several days, and unatle to mix in the world and hear 
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what is going on, but have seen enough to know that there 
is nothing but confusion, perplexity, and irritation in tlie 
political world. During the brief recess everybody was 
speculating about what would be done when Parliament met 
again, \i7hat was to be the fate of the rival India Bills, and 
how far the Government would be affected by the result of 
contests concerning them. The Government hangers-on 
affected to be very well satisfied with the state of affairs, and 
proclaimed their intention not to go out whatever might 
happen with regard to their bills. The Palmerstonians 
evidently expected that such storms would arise as the 
Government would not be able to weather, and that some- 
thing would turn up advantageous to them. John Kussell, 
who must be doing something, said that the Government 
bill was so bad that no alterations could make it tolerable, 
and that he was disposed to move some Pesolutions, which 
might be the foundation of a reall}^ good measure. He con- 
cocted these Pesolulions, and wrote word to the Duke that 
‘ he had written to G^eorge Lewis and to Macaulay, who both 
approved « 0 f his scheme.’ Accordingly, as soon as Parlia- 
ment met ho announced that Resolutions ought to bo drawn 
up, and that he was ready to draw them up. This pro- 
duced great excitement. The Government saw in this move 
a plank of safety for themselves, and Disraeli said, he was 
ready to receive Lord John’s Resolutions, or to draw up 
Resolutions of his own ; fnanyj)eople said that if Resolutions 
were to be drawn* up at all, it ought to bo by Government, 
and not by any independent member, and it was eventually 
settled that Disraeli was to do it. "Everybody saw that this, 
as far as it went, was advantageous* to the Government; it 
gave them certainly a reprieve, and possibly an opportunity 
of ridding themselves of the Indian difficulty altogether for 
this year, and the consequence was a burst of indignation and 
resentment against Lord John for thus cofning to their aid 
as it was <!alled, and concerting such a measure (as he was 
accused of doing) with Disraeli himself. The ‘ Times ’ attacked 
him with the utmost bitterness, apd there is a general 
clamour against him on the part of the late Government and 
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their friends. It is not very easy to divine his true motives 
in this matter. To judge hy the asperity with which he has 
spoken of the Government hill, one should not suppose he 
could be moved by any auxiliary purpose to them, and I do 
not believe there has been any concert, direct or indirect, 
between them; but as all parties agree that the Govern- 
ment have derived advantage from his move, the rage he 
has excited is not unreasonable, and the breach between him 
and the Palmerstonian Whigs is much widened, and become 
more difficult to heal. Granville, who I -suppose speaks the 
sentiments of his colleagues, says that it is evident they 
could not return to office with the same Government exactly 
as before, and that it is not desirable to turn the Govern- 
ment out at present, even if they could, and he thinks it 
would not be wise to attempt to' carry Palmerston’s India 
Bill, in which it is not sure they should succeed. He thinks 
there was concert between Lord Johii and Disraeli, not 
direct, but through Horsman, and he says that George Lewis, 
so far from approving his Resolutions, strongly protested 
against them ; but it is not impossible to reconciletiMvo state- 
ments which seem at first sight to be directly 02)j)0sed to 
each otlmr. Lord John says he imparted to George Lewis 
and Macaulay his scheme (i.e. of drawing uj) Resolutions), not 
the Resolutions themselves, while George Lewis seems to 
deny approval of the Resolutions ; but this is only a possible 
solution of the apparent contradictions. 

I told Granville that all that was no,w happening only 
served to confirm my original opinion, that they were wrong 
in resigning, and that tllere was no occasion for their doing 
so, and they now saw h 6 w difficult it was,' when they had let 
this Government in, to get them out again, and he not only 
had not a word to say in reply, but all he did was rather 
indicative of concurrence in my opinion. In the most palmy 
days of party government, and when the old traditions with 
regard to the relations of Government with the House of 
Oommons were in full force, it was not considered as an 
invariable and unavoidable necessity that a Government 
when beaten on an important question must go out. J 
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recollect the Government of the day in 1815 being beaten on 
the Income Tax, without therefore resigning, and it is so 
obvious that the vote on the French despatch did not imply 
any general withdrawal of confidence and support, that I 
never thall believe they would have resigned as they did 
janloss they had thought they should gain more strength and 
power by dbing so without losing their places, and conse- 
quently that they were caught in a trap of their own setting, 

Ajpril Uth . — The events of the past week have been 
Disraeli’s Budget, •which has been received with favour and 
excited no opposition in any quarter, and the Avitlidrawal of 
the Government India Bill, which was done by Disraeli, 
rather unwillingly ; but their maxim seems to be ‘ anything 
for a quiet life,’ and they agree to whatever is proposed or 
opposed in any influential quarter. The general notion is 
that they arc safe for this session, but it is a very inglorious 
safety. It now appears as if they would scramble and hobble 
on until the whole Liberal party is reunited, and a recon- 
ciliation etfected be^^tween Palmerston and John Bussell, to 
bring ab«it which it is clear that much exertion is being 
made. 

While I was at Newmarket this week I had several 
letters from the Duke of Bedford, all bearing upon this 
matter. He writes on the 16th : ‘ I hear that the feeling 
agifinst John has been very strong and that lies have been 
told as usual. It is saiA that^he has been in communication 
with Derby indirectly, through Lady Derby, and that he 
wrote to Disraeli, If he did, it was only on a matter of 
ordinary courtesy, to ask him to postpone the second 
reading of the India Bill, to give tiifte for a ditferent course 
which he intended to suggest and did the first day the 
House met. John has been left by circumstances or by his 
old colleagues to pursue his own independent course, and 
ought not to be found fault with, if he pursued that course, 
as he did in this instance, after conferring with the friends 
I named to you, and receiving their approval. No doubt his 
move was very successful to the (government, and helped 
them out of an enormous difficulty, but I can see no harm in 
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make room for them. Graham, Lord John would, I suppose, 
certainly insist upon ; Gladstone would probably be no party 
to any arrangement, and he has recently evinced his extreme 
antipathy to Palmerston by a bitter though able review in 
the ^ Quarterly ’ on Prance and the late Ministry, in which he 
attacks Palmerston with extraordinary asperity. 

Ever since he resigned Palmerston has beei\ very active 
in the House of Commons, and kept himself constantly before 
the public, evidently with the object of recovering his former 
popularity as much as possible, and he made a very clever 
and lively speech two nights ago, which his friends praise up 
to the skies. 

I met Derby in the Park yesterday, and soon after the 
Chancellor in Piccadilly, and had some talk with both of 
them. They were neither of them in a very sanguine mood, 
and apparently well aware of the precariousness of their 
position. Derby attributed the state of affairs, which he 
owned was very bad, to the caprice and perverseness of the 
House of Commons, which he said was unmanageable. I 
did not, as I might have done, tell him that lie had. no right 
to complain of this House, and that it was the mismanage- 
ment of his own colleagues which was the cause of the evil, 
Lyndhurat made an extraordinary speech on the Jew Bill on 
Tuesday night. 

May IsL — Ellice flattered himself that he could get up a 
party in the House of Commons which would have power 
enough to stop- the progress 0* the Indian measure, and to 
lead to a better measure next year, as well "as to the form»v 
tion of a Government ; and in pursuance of this sclw^me it 
was arranged that Lord Jlarry Vane should move the post- 
ponement of Indian legislation, and Ellice told me they 
should be supported by 150, and many men of note. All 
this went off in smoke last night. After a short debate the 
motion was rejected by an immense majority, and Ellice 
could only muster 55 people. 

The hopes of those who are trying to bring Lord John 
and Palmerston together are damped by a letter I have 
received (and shown tb George Byng) from the Duke of 
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Bedford, who says : ^ I saw much of Palmerston and Lady 
Palmerston last week, but could see no disposition to reunion, 
although we came to that point more than once. I suggested 
to Lady Palmerston the wish of many that Palmerston should 
go to the House of Lords. She said that Palmerston had 
always entertained a great dislike to it, and hinted, or more 
than hinted, that he would place no confidence in John as 
leader of the House of Commons.’ I went to hear Professor 
Owen lecture yesterday. His style of lecturing is very good, 
but the subject (vertebrated animals) was too scientific for 
my ignorance. 

SavernaJce, May 1 1 th, — I have been out of town all the last 
week, at Chester, and came here on Saturday. While I was 
at Chester the Duke of Bedford sent me a note he had re- 
ceived from Lord John, which looked like tlie beginning of a 
m^'pTochem,cnt between him and Palmerston, though it did 
not amount to a great deal, and may lead to nothing. I 
was obliged to return it, and was too much occupied to copy 
the contents of it here. I refer so often to this subject, 
because it appears to* be the one upon which the existence of 
the present Government depends, for as soon as the Liberals 
can come to an understanding and act in concert, the doom 
of the Ministry will be sealed. Without their committing 
any great faults they seem to be falling into greater con- 
tem^^t every day. 

The only point of attack the Opposition have found has 
been the affair of Canning’s recent Proclamation.^ Canning 
has not been luclcy in his Proclamations, the first having 
been severely criticised for its clemsncy, and the second for 
its severity. The oomplaint againstthe Government is for 
having made public their disapproval of it and their censure 
of his acts. I think their disapprobation quite right, and 

^ [The Proclamation of March 3, addressed to the chiefs and people of 
Dude, is here referrtid to. It was strongly opposed andfattacked as a whole- 
sale measure confiscation, before the motives and policy of the act were 
understood; bit I^iord Canning’s object was to reinstate the talookdars in 
their possessions by a tenure under the British Crown, and suhst^inent 
events have shown that* the resettlement of Jhe conquered province was 
accomplished without violence or injustice.] 
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that they were right in conveying it to Canning, but they 
.might have refused to express any opinion or to publish or 
half publish any of the correspondence that passed, though 
it cannot be doubted that such refusal would have drawn 
upon them all sorts of attacks and reproaches, but it would 
have been the proper course for them to adopt. It is, how- 
ever, certainly premature to express any definite opiuioA 
upon an act of which we are not yet furnished with an 
explanation. 

I -went yesterday to see Littlecote House, Mr. Pophain’s, 
a very curious, interesting old’ house, and the scone of the 
Wild Dayrell story and murder, the tradition of which has 
been often narrated, but the truth never ascertained. I saw 
all the rooms, including the one in which the murder is 
supposed to have been committed, but they have been much 
altered. There is a fine old hall, hung round with the 
armour and buff coats of Colonel Popham’s troopers, and it 
is a remarkable fact that they are all so small that no man 
of ordinary size could wear them, a clear proof that the 
present generation are much bigger than our ancestors of 
two centuries ago. King William III. slept at ' Littlecote 
for two or three nights in 1G89 (while King James was at 
Salisbury), and he seems to have left behind him a good 
many papers, which have ever since been preserved in the 
house. There is also a large collection of miscellan/^ous 
letters of the time of the Civil War, more or less curious, 
which were preserved by a luGky accident. Popham told me 
that his father told him there was a mass^uf papers in an old 
box under the roof of the house which had better cbe de- 
stroyed. His son wenjb up for the i)urpQse, and discovered 
the coiitents of the box, saved the paj^ers, and had them., 
arranged in a book. I urged bim to publish them, and I 
hope he will. I had only time to look over a few of them ; 
as autographs ajnne they are valuable.’ 

^ [Amongst these Jattlecote papers was foiiud the coi^vspondence of 
Queen Henrietta Maria with Charles I. when she went to Holland to raise 
money for carrying on the Civil "War. I am not aware that they have been 
published.] 
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London, May IBth , — Nothing ever was like the state of 
confusion and excitement which has prevailed here during 
the last fortnight, while I have been ont of town, particularly 
on the resigiftition of Ellenborough, which took everybody by 
surprise. Before I went away the impression had become 
general that this Government neither could nor ought to 
be endured ciuch longer, and that their repeated and enor- 
mous blunders made them a nuisance which must be abated. 
All the Liberals (except some of the extreme Radicals who 
wished them to stay on some time longer), however they dif- 
fered on other questions, were agreed on this. Numerous 
meetings took place, and there was a prodigious activity 
of negotiation, communication, and going backwards and 
forwards, with a view to some general organisation and 
combination of attack on the unfortunate Ministry. The 
Duke of Bedford was brought up to see what ho could do 
to bring Lord John and Palmerston together. Lord John 
joined heartily in the plan of turning the Government out, 
and said that anything was preferable to leaving them any 
longer in office. OJareiidon, who had been informed of Lord 
John’s peculiar grudge against him, expressed a wish to 
have an interview with him, which the Duke brought about. 
Lord J ohn called on Clarendon, and they had a frank com- 
munication, so far as Lord John telling him all that he 
thou»ght about foreign affairs, and in what he disagreed 
with the late Government on various questions ; but he did 
not allude to Yienna, which is the real gist of ‘his grievance 
and the source of £is hostile feeling, so that with that reti- 
cence it is not st?’aiige that they shcfuld have parted much as 
they met. Then Patmerston expressed a wish to have a tete-d- 
iete conversation with Lord John, which the latter assented to, 
but Palmerston seems to have changed his mind, and to have 
shrunk from it when the opportunity presented itself. Charles 
JYood is the man who has been cons tan tljfc communicating 
with Lord John in behalf of the Whig Cabinet, and one day 
Palmerston tjame into Charles Wood’s while Lord John was 
there. It rained, aijd Palmerston offered to take Lord John 
home, which he accepted, but nothing passed on the way, 
VOL. II. 0 
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nor did Palmerston propose to get out and enter the house when 
he might have had the conversation he had expressed a wish 
for, and so it ended. The plans imagined by mutual friends 
for effecting a political reconciliation have vanished into air. 
Palmerston is resolved not to go to the House of Lords, and 
Lord John is equally determined not to take office under 
him. Palmerston says he cannot trust Lord Jphn to lead 
the House of Commons. Personally, meanwhile, they are 
ostensibly friends, and Lord John dines at Cambridge House 
to-morrow. Charles Wood asked the Duke of Bedford, sup- 
posing the Government resigned, and Palmerston was again 
sent for, what he thought Palmerston ought to do, to which 
he replied that he ought to accept the task, send to Lord 
John, and on his refusal to join (as ho probably would), 
to do the best he could with the materials he could com- 
mand. TJjis advice would, I conceive, be very palateable to 
Palmerston, and it is what he would naturally do without any 
advice. 

I called on Lyndhurst the night I came to town, and 
found him very dissatisfied with the Government, both on 
account of their management and errors, and bd&ause they 
have treated him with personal neglect ; he had begged 
Derby and Disraeli to do something for his son-in-law, but 
both put him off with excuses, and would do nothing. He is 
particularly disgusted wdth the staXe of the Jew question,.and 
with the foolish and obstinate conduct of the Government in 
the House of Lords about it, 'hn which he was very eloquent, 
particularly for their having made a great'whip, and getting 
up every man they could lay hands on to come aiid vote, 
instead of leaving it to take its chance, and at least making 
an open question of it. 

May 16th , — The first great battle took place in the 
House of Lords the night before last, at which I was present.* 

m 

1 [Oil May 14, Mr. Cardwell moved a resolution condemning the despatch 
which Lord Ellenhorough had written and published, censuring the Pro- 
clamation of the Governor-General of India. A similar Resolution was 
moved by Lord Shaftesbury in the House of Lorejs, where it was defeated 
by a majority of nine. The debate in the House of Commons lasted four 
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It was a veiy spirited fight, and I never recollect seeing the 
House of Lords so crowded both with ladies and lords. 
Pretty good speaking ; Lord Grey’s was about the best speech 
and the one I most agreed with. I cannot see the matter of 
Canning’s Proclamation and Ellenborough’s despatch in the 
light that either side d6es, and think there is much to be 
^aid both w^ys. In the Commons the fight began on Friday 
also, and the most remarkable speech in it was that of Cairns, 
the new Solicitor-General, which was very clever and effec- 
tive. John Russell also spoke very well and vigorously, 
quite in his old styfe. There is much difference of opinion as 
to the amount of majority, though it is generally expected 
there will be one against Government, and I now hear that 
they have determined positively to dissolve if they are 
beaten, though with little or no chance of their bettering 
themselves by a dissolution. 

May 2JlnZ. — The excitement of Epsom during the 
whole of last week was not greater than that which pre- 
vailed in London during the great debates in the House 
of Commons, the r^ult of which, on Thursday night, pro- 
duced sufh unusual surprise, with so much triumph on one 
side and such mortification and disappointment on the 
other. In my long experience I do not recollect to have 
seen so much political bitterness and violence (except per- 
haps during the great contests of the Catholic question 
emd Reform), and certainly there never was a great Parlia- 
mentary battle distinguished by so much uncertainty and so 
many vicissitude^ and in which the end corresj^onded so 
little with the beginning and with •the general expectation. 
For a considerably time not only ajl the late Cabinet and 
their supporters, but the whole body of Whigs, both Palmer- 
stonians and Russellites, had been growing more and more 
impatient of the Derby Government, and they were con- 
sidering how they could make a final and ijrresistible attack 
upon them^ and for the last three weeks there had been 

nights, and in the interval Lord Ellenborough resigned. Mr. Cardwell then 
withdrew his motion, -and the attack on the Government suddenly 
collapsed,] * 
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nothing but negotiations and pourparlers to effect a coalition 
between the rival leaders and their friends for the purpose 
of their at least uniting in one great hostile vote, which 
should drive the Derbyites to resignation or dissolution, 
hoping and expecting that their majority would be so large 
as to put the latter out of the question. The occasion 
seemed to present itself upon Ellenborough’s letter to 
Canning censuring his Proclamation. A meeting took place 
at Cambridge House, when the whole plan was matured, 
and though John Hussell did not attend it, he agreed to be 
a party to the Motion of Censure. Shaftesbury was put 
forward in the Lords, and Cardwell was induced to take 
the initiative in the House of Commons. Nobody doubted: 
of success, and the only question was (much debated and 
betted upon) by how many the Government would be beaten. 
Meanwhile Ellenborough resigned, which gave a new aspect 
to the affair, and the Government got a small majority in 
the Lords. It was evident that no popularity attached to 
the motion, and many of the Liberals were of o^Dinion that 
upon Ellenborough’s resignation the affair ought to drop 
and the motion be withdrawn. But the die was cast, the 
Palmerstonians were quite confident and eager for the fray, 
and would not hear of stopping in their career. The debate 
began, the speaking being all along better on the Govern- 
ment side, and every day their prospects as to the division 
appeared to be mending and public opinion more and more 
inclining against the Opposition and the Proclamation, 
though still blaming Ellenborough’s letter. If the debate 
had ended on Tuesday as^ was expected, Government »would 
probably have been beaten, but Sir Charles Napier had got 
Tuesday, and would not give it up, so that the decision 
was of necessity adjourned ; the delay was all in favour of 
the Government, and on Thursday night arrived the Indian 
despatches with . Canning’s explanations and the Outram « 
correspondence, which was immediately published, and 
although Palmerston and his friends and newspapers pre- 
tended that they considered these documents favourable to 
their cause, the genefal impression was rather the other 
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way. All this time the Government people found their cause 
improving, and their chances in the division mending, and 
though their enemies still pretended to be certain of success, 
and I was tbld on Thursday night that I might safely lay 
any odds on their having a majority, the best informed of 
them in the House of Commons began to see danger, and at 
last they ceiitessed only to expect a bare majority, and the 
Speaker told somebody it was very likely he should have to 
give a casting vote. The Hadicals, or those of them who 
professed to be adherents of the Whig Cabinet, strongly 
urged the withdrawal of Cardwell’s motion, and at last on 
the Thursday seem to have made up their minds that defeat 
in some shape was inevitable, and tliat the best thing left for 
them to do was to get rid of the debate in any way they 
could. Henry Lennox called on me yesterday morning to 
tell me what had passed, to this effect : that on Friday 
Disraeli had received a letter from Cardwell, in which he 
asked if Disraeli Avould allow him to withdraw his motion, 
and subsequently Palmerston desired to confer with liim, 
when Inyjiit the same question to him, to which (according 
to Henry Lennox’s statement) Disraeli replied, in a very 
lofty tone, that he would hear of nothing which could pos- 
sibly be construed into any admission on their part of 
their meriting any part of the censure which the Opposition 
had been labouring to cast upon them. Tlie Government 
had by this time ascertj^ined that the Opposition had made 
their minds up to back out of*the motion as best they might, 
and their retreat was not very cleverly done, beginning with 
Cardwell’s refusal to withdraw, and ending with Palmerston’s 
recommendation him to yield, which vras a got up thing. 
The scene in the House was most extraordinary, and particu- 
larly mortifying to Palmerston, who saw himself involved in 
inevitable defeat, and without the powder of rallying again for 
some time. If anybody could be excused ft)r the impatience 
which brought him and his party into this dilemma, it was 
Palmerstoh, who in his seventy fourth year, and resolved to 
die in harness if he^ could, had no time to lose. This affair has 
been the battle of Marengo of political warfare- Tlip Whicrn 
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appeared to be victorious, and carrying everything before 
them up to the eleventh hour, and then came a sudden turn 
of affairs, and the promise of victory was turned into rout 
and disaster. The campaign is lost, and for the rest of this 
session the Government have it all their own way. The 
Whigs are in the condition of a defeated army, who require 
to be completely reorganized and re-formed before they can 
take the field again. The general resentment and mortifica- 
tion are extreme. They have naturally lost all confidence in 
their leaders, and they are now all ready do complain of the 
tactics of which they entirely approved till they found that 
defeat had been the consequence of their adoption. It is 
not probable that Palmerston and his late Cabinet will 
attempt anything more during this session, and everything 
is in such a state of confusion and uncertainty that the best 
thing they can do is to remain quiet, merely in a state of 
watchfulness, and to see what the volvmda dies may bring 
about in the course of the next six months, leaving the 
Derby ites unmolested during that time. Derby will get 
Gladstone if possible to take the India Board, and this will 
be the best thing that can haj)pen. His natural course is to 
be at the head of a Conservative Government, and he may, if 
he acts with prudence, be the means of raising that party 
to something like dignity and authority, and emancipating 
it from its dependence on the discreditable and insincere 
support of the Eadicals. 

June 7th , — At Cleveden, at Ascot, and at Hatchford all 
the past week, during which I heard little or nothing about 
politics. The matter whidh made the most stir was Dislaeli’s 
impudent and mendacious speech at Slougli, in which he 
bitterly attacked the last Ministry and glorified his own. 
The Whigs were stung to madness, and two or three nights 
were occupied in both Houses, principally by Palmerston and 
Clarendon, in answering this speech, and demonstrating its* 
falsehood. The proceeding was not very dignified, and they 
might just as well have left it alone, particularly 'as nobody 
cared much about what Disraeli said ; but there was so little 
sympathy for the ex-Ministers, that no indignation was ex- 
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cited by it, except among themselves and their immediate 
friends. There seems little chance now of anything but a 
desultory warfare going on in the House of Commons, 
without any* serious attack on the Government, who seem 
safe for this session at least. The most interesting event 
,last week was the virtual settlement of the eternal Jew 
Question, which the House of Lords sulkily acquiesced 
in. It was very desirable for many reasons to put an end 
to it. 

Norman CourtymJune IGth . — Every day it .appears more 
and more evident that Palmerston’s political career is draw- 
ing to a close, and he alone seems blind to the signs which 
denote it. Few things are stranger than the violent reaction 
which has deprived him of his popularity, and made him an 
object of bitter aversion to a considerable part of the Liberals, 
not only to such men as Graham and Bright, but even to 
many of his former followers and adherents. I cannot say I 
am sorry for it, but I do in fairness think that this reaction 
is overdone and exa^*gerated, and the hostility to Palmerston 
greater J;han there is any reason for. I do not wish to see 
him again .at the head of affairs, but I should be sorry to see 
a mail so distinguished, who has been exalted so high, and 
who has many good qualities, end his life, or at least his 
political career, under circumstances of mortification and 
hulniliation. If this happens it will be owing principally to 
his obstinacy in persisting in leading a party who have no 
longer any mind^to be led by tim, and the insatiable ambition 
which cannot brook the notion of retirement at any time of 
life. ^ If he was wise, and was not* blinded by vanity and the 
fliattery of his hai!gers-on, he would^take a juster and clearer 
view” of his position, and supposing him still intent on play- 
ing the political game, he would endeavour to act a part as 
nearly like that which Peel acted in his last years as the 
difference of circumstances would admit. * 

But the determination to have no more to do with 
Palmerston has not made the Whigs and Liberals more dis- 
posed to throw themselves into the arms of Lord John, and 
as yet, so far from any appearance of a reorganisation of the 
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Liberal party, they seem more disunited and scattered than 
ever. Even Lord John and Graham, who seemed to be most 
closely allied, are now continually voting different ways ; and 
as to the other leading men, it is impossible to* predict how 
they will vote on any subject that comes before Parliament. 
In this state of confusion many Liberal-Conservatives are 
beginning to wish for the consolidation of the Goveniment, 
and are inclining to support it, if the Government itself will 
give them an opportunity of doing so, by asserting their own 
independence as a Conservative Government, and will leave 
off truckling to the Radicals, by accepting measures which 
everyone knows to be repugnant to their feelings and opinions, 
and inconsistent with the principles they have always pro- 
fessed. Men who supported Palmerston’s Government be- 
cause they considered it to be a Conservative one, foresee 
that before long parties must assume the character of Radi- 
cal and Conservative, the Whigs being merged in the former, 
and that the party of the present Government forms the only 
force capable of resisting the Whig and Radical union when 
it takes place, and that their best cours6 will be to join the 
Conservative camp, if the present Government do no't, by un- 
principled and inconsistent concessions for the sake of an 
easy official existence, render it impossible for them to do so. 

I do not know to what extent this feeling prevails, but 1 
believe it is extending, and Lord St. Germans, who is a very 
staunch friend to the late Government, and latterly belonged 
to them, told \ne the other day that Granville had great 
difficulty in keeping his people together. Ashburton is very 
warm and eager in this sense, and though neither of vthese 
men have much weight, J have no doubt they are exponents 
of the sentiments of a much larger number. I called on 
Lyndhurst on Monday evening, and talked this question 
over with him, and entreated him to speak to Derby upon it. 
We were very wel^ agreed, and he said he would endeavour < 
to talk to Derby, but he is rather embarrassed, because he does 
not know what Derby is going to do about the Jew Bill, 
there being some strange signs of an intention on the part 
of Derby to throw it ov^r after all, though this would be so 
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exiapemely foolish, as well as so false and dishonourable, that 
I cannot believe it is in his contemplation. 

June 22nd , — During the week I passed at Norman Court 
the Government here were gaining ground. They had two 
good divisions in the House of Commons, sufficient to prove 
that if they cannot command a majority here, they have at 
least as much influence and power and are as well sup- 
ported as any other leader or party. Then the publication 
of the Cagliari papers, and the way in which that question 
was settled, was real triumph to the Foreign Office, 
and acknowledged to be so the whole Press of every 
shade, and by everybody in Parliament, not excepting the 
ex-Ministers themselves. They are undoubtedly gaining 
strength, while the chances of another Palmerston Go- 
vernment become more and more faint and remote. All 
information coincides in rej)resenting Palmerston’s unpopu- 
larity as great and general, certainly the most extraordinary 
change that ever took place in so short a time. The Duke 
of Bedford writes to me from Endsleigh ; ‘I hear of only one 
general ffieling against Palmerston in the West. What a 
change since this time last year! ’ 

I had a long talk with Tom Baring at Norman Court 
about the Government, their proceedings and their pro- 
spects, and we agreed entirely on the subject. 1 wanted 
hinr to speak to some of his friends the ministers, and to 
endeavour to get them ip act a bolder and more consistent 
part as a Conservative Government, and he urged me to 
speak to Disraeli, which I told him I would do, and only 
refrained from doubting if I could do any real good with him. 
The Government are certainly placed in a difficult position. 
The Government and party whom they replaced were 
determined to thrust them out again as soon as possible, 
and their weakness and danger drove them into a quasi- 
dalliance with the Eadicals, or at least into sa much deference 
and so many concessions to Eadicals and Ultra-Liberals, 
that the “VTliigs, who were baffled and kept out by this 
policy, held them up to bitter scorn and reproach for acting 
in this manner, and now, when they agree to any measure 
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with regard to which concession is reasonable and prudent, 
they are always assailed with the same reproaches instead 
of getting credit for so doing. To be sure they often contrive 
to make their concessions in such a way as to deprive them 
of all grace and merit. This has been pre-eminently the 
case with the Jew Bill. 

Among the events of last week one of the most interest- 
ing was the Queen’s visit to Birmingham, where she was 
received by the whole of that enormous population with an 
enthusiasm which is said to have exceeded all that was ever 
displayed in her former receptions at Manchester or else- 
where. It is impossible not to regard such manifestations 
as both significant and important. They evince a disposi- 
tion in those masses of the population in which, if anywhere, 
the seeds of Eadicalism are supposed to lurk, most favour- 
able to the Conservative cause, by which I mean not to this 
or that party, but to the Monarchy and the Constitution 
under which we are living and flourishing, and which we may 
believe to be still dear to the hearts of the people of this 
country. This great fact lends some force to the notion 
entertained by many political thinkers, that there is more 
danger in conferring political power on the middle classes 
than in extending it far beneath them, and in point of fact 
that there is so little to be apprehended from the exten- 
sion of the suffrage, that universal suffrage itself would be 
innocuous. Amongst the concessions of last week was the 
passing of Locke King’s Sill for abolishing a property 
qualification, which was done with hardly any oppositi6n. 
There can be no doubt that the practice Tvas a mere'^sham, 
and that a property qualification was very often a fiction 
or a fraud, and such being the case, that it was useless to 
keep up the distinction ; but it struck me, though I do 
not find that it occurred to anybody else, that the aboli- 
tion might sooner or later have an indirect influence upoiF* 
the question of the suffrage, for it may be urged, not 
without plausibility, that if it be held no longer necessary 
that a representative should have any property whatever, 
there is great inconsistency in requiring that the elector 
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should have a certain amount of property to entitle liim 
to vote, 

June 26th . — The India Bill appears now likely to pass 
rather rapidfy and in the shape presented by the Govern- 
ment. Everybody is tired to death of the subject and 
anxious to he.ve it over, and the general impatience is in- 
creased bytilarm at the foul state of the Thames, which 
(long discussed in a negligent way, and without much public 
attention or care) has suddenly assumed vast proportions, 
and is become an object of general interest and apprehension. 
This makes the House of Commons eager to finish its busi- 
ness as expeditiously as it can, and members impatient to 
betake themselves to a purer and safer atmosphere. The 
Government continues to maintain its ascendency there, and 
last night Palmerston was beaten by considerable majorities 
on two amendments he moved to the India Bill. 

The Chancellor has drawn down great obloquy on himself 
by a S 2 )eech which he made at the Mansion House a night or 
two ago. Derby’s illness having prevented his going to the 
dinner (gjveii to the Ministers), Thesiger had to speak for 
him, and he made the very worst, most injudicious, and unbe- 
coming speech which was ever delivered on such an occasion. 
No rule is more established than that politics are not to be 
introduced at these dinners, and yet his speech was ^lothing 
but' a political song of triumph and glorification of his own 
Government and colleagues, as somebody said, a counterpart 
(though less ofiPeiifive one) of Disraeli’s Slougli S 2 )eech. All 
their heads are turned, and the Chancellor’s as much or more 
than {fny. 

Then there is •a grand mess about the Jew question, 
which is hung up in a sort of abeyance in consequence of 
Derby’s not being able to come down to the House of Lords. 
Erom the moment that Derby took upon himself to announce 
''his abandonment of the contest, which he did not frankly 
and fully, but sulkily and reluctantly, he seems to have half 
repented ot what he did, and to have, if not made, permitted 
and connived at, all sorts of difficulties and obstacles, while 
his subordinates and some of his colleagues have interposed 
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to prevent or delay the final settlement. It is difficult to 
believe that he himself ever cared a straw about the Jew 
question, or that his opposition had any motive except that 
of pleasing the bigoted and narrow-minded of his party. 
His good sense saw that the moment was come when sur- 
render was the best policy if not an absolute necessity, and 
having given utterance to this conviction, no doubt to the 
enormous disgust of many of his followers, it was his interest 
to get rid of the question as quickly as possible, and dismiss 
what as long as it remained on the tapis in any shape was a 
source of disagreement and ill-humour between him and his 
party. It is marvellous, therefore, that so clever a man 
should have acted so foolish a part as he has done. Having 
disgusted his own party by his concession, he is now dis- 
gusting everybody else and all other parties by his hesitation 
and pusillanimity in carrying it out, and, with an absence 
of dignity and firmness which is utterlj^ unworthy of the 
high position he holds, he has permitted his Chancellor and 
some half-dozen subordinate members of his Government to 
do all they can to thwart the settlement of the question, and 
prolong the exclusion of the Jews. Instead of taking the 
matter into his own hands, and dealing with it according 
to the plain suggestions of common sense and sound policy, 
he has permitted a sort of little conspiracy to go on, which 
is exceedingly likely to bring about a collision between the 
two Houses, and to raise a fiame iin the House of Commons 
the consequences of which may be more serious to tlie 
Government than any one contemplates. Lyndhurst, whdse 
wise head is provoked and disgusted to the last degred' at all 
these proceedings, has bitterly complained of them, and at 
the way in which they have treated him, and the bill he 
drew up for the express purpose of putting an end to the 
dilemma. 

July 9i1i , — After all Derby ran true to the Jew Bill, and i^ 
he did it in an awkward way, allowances must be made for 
him and for his difficulties with his party, who are full of cha- 
grin at being compelled to swallow this obnoxious measure. 
It is on the whole better that the bulk of them should have 
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voted in conformity with their notorious opinions, as it made 
no difference as to the result, and has a better appearance 
than if they had whisked round at Derby’s bidding. The 
India Bill has passed the House of Commons pretty har- 
moniously, and people seem to think it has been licked into 
a very decent shape. 

• The mo^t interesting event of the present day is the 
marriage of Lord Overstone’s daughter to a Major Lindsay,*" 
who has got the greatest heiress who ever existed, that is, 
supposing she inherits her father’s prodigious wealth, which 
since old Jones Loyd’s death is reckoned to amount to six 
or seven millions. 

July ISth . — After an ineffectual attempt on the part of the 
Opposition to get rid of the ^ reasons ’ of the Lords, the Jew 
Bill has passed, Granville and Laiisdowne protesting against 
the absurdity of the conduct of Derby with regard to it. It 
is remarkable that though Lord Lansdowne has for some 
time appeared much laisse^ his speech ’svas as good and sen- 
sible a speech as he ever made in his life. As to Derby, as it 
is impossible that so* clever a man as he is could willingly 
act so fdblish and even ridiculous a part as he has done 
on this occasion, I conclude that he felt obliged to do what 
he has done in order to avoid quarrelling with his own 
friends, who without doubt are intensely disgusted at the 
bitter pill he has obliged them to swallow, and as he* knows 
best what he can venture with them and what not, it is 
more reasonable to accept tlife measure on Jiis own terms 
tliAn to bo angr/ with him for the way in which he has 
contrived it. , 

The last accouyts from India ary far from satisfactory, 
and the apprehensions which I long ago felt and expressed, 
but which I had begun to think unfounded, seem not unlikely 
to be realised. It is clear that the contest is neither over 
jior drawing to a close. Our danger consi^s in the swarms 

^ [AfterwVds Sir llobert J^oyd Lindsay, V.O., raised to the Peerage in 
1885 by the tule of Lord Wantage. Tlie property of Lord Ovorstone, aa 
disposed of by liis will, jimounted to about three millions, and would pass 
in reversioa to the Loyd family on the failure of issue by his daughter.] 
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of armed and hostile natives, and in the climate. The rebels 
we always beat when we can grapple with them, but we 
cannot crush and subdue them. They gather together and 
assail our people when a good opportunity pnesents itself, 
and when they are repulsed (as is always the case) their 
masses arc dissolved and scattered abroad, without any ma- 
terial diminution of their numbers, and ready to assemble 
and attack any other vulnerable point, while the British 
troops are harassed to death by unceasing pursuits of foes 
so much more nimble and able to endure the climate than 
themselves. This species of warfare must be disheartening 
and disgusting, and it involves a consumption of life requi- 
ring more reinforcements than we can supply. All the ac- 
counts we receive concur in the insufficiency of the European 
force and the necessity of fresh supplies. One letter I saw 
yesterday talks of 40,000 men being requisite. 

Petworth, July 31s^. — I came here from Goodwood, not 
having been here for twenty years, and am rather glad to see 
once more a place where I passed so much of my time in my 
younger days. I think it is the finest house I have ever 
seen, and its collection of pictures is unrivalled for number, 
beauty, and interest. Parliament is to be up on Mondaj^, and 
the Council for the prorogation is to take place to-day at 
Osborne. 

I mfet Brunnow at Goodwood, who talked over the political 
events of the Russian war, and assured me that the part he 
had played in it had been much misrepresented, that he had 
never been misled by Aberdeen, nor had Lo ever misled the 
Emperor Nicholas, but on the contrary had told him, ^with- 
out any disguise, the real state of affair’s, and the almost 
certainty that war would ensue, that he was well aware 
himself, and had impressed on his master, that although 
Aberdeen was most anxious to avoid war, he had no power to 
do so, and that though he was nominally Prime Minister^ 
he was destitute of the authority of one. He said the 
Emperor was quite sincere in all he had said to Hamilton 
Seymour, and if we had had at Petersburg a minister with 
more tact and judgement, war would not have taken place. 
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He (Brunnow) had urged Aberdeen to send Granville there 
for the purpose, who, he thinks, would have done very well, 
and of whom he has a high opinion. 

London, August Ibth . — I returned to town from Petworth 
last Monday week, and on Tuesday a fit of gout came on, 
which has laid me up ever since, leaving me no energy to 
do anything, and least of all to execute the purpose I 
entertained of sketching the past session of Parliament, 
and the curious events which it evolved ; the decline and fall 
of Palmerston and his Government, the advent of Derby, 
and the vicissitudes of his career, deserve a narrative which 
might, if well handled by some well-informed writer, be 
made very interesting : but I am conscious of my own un- 
fitness and dare not attempt it. It is in truth time for 
me to leave oft* keeping a journal, for by degrees I have lost 
the habit of communicating with all the ]3eople from whom 
I have been in the habit of obtaining political information, 
and I know nothing worth recording. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Lord John Hussell and Lord Stanley — Lord Palmerston’s Leadership — 
Dissensions in the Liberal Party — The Queen and her Ministers — Lord 
Stanley at the India Office — The Queen’s Letter to the Prince of Wales 

Reform Speeches and IVojects— Lord Palmerston’s Confidence — 

Prosecution of (’ount Montalembert in France — Lord Clarendon’s Visit 
to Oompiegne — The Emperor’s Designs on Italy — The Emperor and the 
Pope — Approach of War — Lord Palmerston’s prudent Language — Lord 
Palmerston’s Italian Sympathies — ^Tho Electric Telegraph — Opposition 
in France to tlie War — The Emperor’s Prevarication — Opening of 
Parliament — Debates on Foreign Aflairs — Lord Cowley’s Mission to 

Vienna General Opposition to the War — A Reform Bill — Mr. Walpole 

and Mr. Henley resign — Duplicity of the Emperor — Mr. Disraeli’s 
Reform Bill — The Emperor denies his AVarlike Preparations — The 
Whigs oppose the Reform Bill — Anxiety to defeat the Government — 
Lord Cowley returns from Vienna — War impending— Dishonest Con- 
duct of both Parties — Lord (^owley’s A(;count of Oavour’s Policy — 
His Mission to Vienna — A Congress pro])osed— Indifference tu Reform — 
Debates on the Reform Bill — Defeat of the Reform Bill — An Emissary 
from Cavour. 

HinchmhrooJc, Septemher Bth , — At The Grove last week, 
and on Eriday to Osborne for a Council. At the Grove I ttiet 
Charles Villiers and the Duke of Bedford, and had much 
talk with both of them about affairs in general, particularly 
with the Duke about Lord John. He is busily employed in 
concocting a Reform Bill, which he had probably better leave 
alone. He seems to have shown his project to several people, 
and recently to Aberdeen, who wrote him word that he must 
take care not to make it too mild, so much so as to he incon- 
sistent with what he has before proposed. It seems it is 
very mild, for it embraces no Schedule A, no disqualification,* 
though a good deal of addition to the constituency. Lord 
John has recently struck up a great intimacy with Lord 
Stanley, and has had him repeatedly down to Pembroke 
Lodge. They take very kindly to each other, and Lord 
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John is evidently anxious to cultivate him, for he asked the 
Duke to invite Stanley to ^o to Woburn, where Lord John 
and all his family are gone to stay. He has been talking a 
•great deal to Stanley on past politics, but not on present, 
which would have been rather awkward in their relative 
positions, but he has told Stanley a great deal about the 
‘political afi^a-irs in which he has been engaged, especially with 
respect to the great Reform Bill, its history and incidents, 
which details no doubt were very interesting and useful to 
him, and I am not^urprised at Stanley’s being much pleased 
with Lord John’s society and conversation, for Lord John is 
very agreeable and full of that sort of political information 
in which Stanley takes the greatest delight and interest. 
Although Lord John has abstained from making any attempt 
to establish political relations between them, it is highly 
probable that he should look forward to the possibility of 
some such relations being hereafter established, for in the 
present state of parties a fresh organisation and combination 
is almost inevitable, and he may very naturally look forward 
to a combination into which they may both enter, and with 
this view he may be very glad to cultivate a personal and 
social intimacy, and the Duke thinks he has some such view 
in his mind. 

The Duke told me that he was at Lord Broughton’s the 
other day, when Broughton said he had been applied to by 
some of Palmerston’s fcjrmer followers to make a represen- 
tation to Palmerston of the present state of affairs and of the 
Liberal party, aifd to suggest to him the expediency of his 
abdicAtion of the lead of it, and* the impossibility of that 
party regaining its ascendency so lowg as he insisted on con- 
tinuing its chief and retaining his pretensions of returning 
to office. To this request he sent a refusal. He said he 
entirely agreed with the people making it, but that it would 
*,Jiave no effect whatever except that of njaking a personal 
quarrel bejbween himself and the Palmerstons, with whom he 
had alway been on very good terms. I did not learn the 
names of these Whig malcontents. Charles Yilliers takes a 
similar view, but does not think tha^ anything would induce 

VOL. II. P 
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Palmerston to retire, or that his former colleagues and imme- 
diate adherents would transfer their support to any one else 
as long as he continues to claim it from them. He thinks, 
moreover, and he has very good means of judging, that his 
position and that of John Russell and the impossibility of 
their reunion will effectually paralyse the Liberal party and 
secure the possession of office to the present flovernment, 
and that there is on the whole rather a preference for the 
continuation of the present state of things than any desire 
for a change which would bring the Whigs back again. He 
had recently been with George Lewis, and found him at 
length rather disposed to come into my view of the matter 
of their resignation, and to regret it. It is entirely the 
opinion of Charles Yilliers himself, and he said there would 
have been no difficulty in obtaining from the House of 
Commons a vote of confidence, for there was no wish to turn 
them out, and having administered the rebuke which the 
Government so well merited, the majority would have seized 
with alacrity an occasion to make it np with them, and to 
show that they had no desire to quarrel wdth tljcm outright. 

The Opposition now found all their hopes on tlfe dissen- 
sions which they expect to arise in the Tory Government 
and camp, which is a very nnceidain ])rosp(?ct, and as to 
which they are very likely to be disappointed. The day I 
went to Osborne I had some conversation with Disraeli, iwlio 
gave me to understand that he was well aware the Opposition 
relied on this contingency, 'but that it was not likely to 
happen. He was aware of Lord Sta-nley^S' liaison with Lord 
John, and it was evident vfchat the former had made iia secret 
of it, and had told Disraeli that there was /at present) nothing 
political in it. Lord John had not said a word about his 
Reform Bill to Stanley, and Disraeli knew that he had not. 
All this looks like union and confidence between them. 

As far as outward appearances go, the Queen is on 
good terms with them, for she gave audiences to several of 
them, and long ones. Her conduct at the time of the break- 
up was certainly curious and justifies them in saying that it 
was by her express desire that Derby undertook the forma- 
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tion of the Government. If Palmerston and his Cabinet 
were actuated by the motives and expectations which I ascribe 
to them, Her Majesty certainly did not play into their 
hands in that game. When Derby set before her all the 
difficulties of his situation, and entreated her again to reflect 
upon it, a word from her would have induced him (without 
having anyttiing to complain of) to throw it back into 
Palmerston’s hands. But the word she did speak was deci- 
sive as to his going on, and there is no reason to believe that 
she was playing a. (^ep game and calculating on his failure. 
Nor do 1 believe that she would herself have liked to see 
Palmerston made all powerful. She can hardly have forgot- 
ten how inclined he has always been to abuse his power, and 
how much she has suflered from his exercise of it, even when 
he was to a certain degree under control, and although she 
seemed to be quite rc(‘nncilod to him, and to be anxious for 
the stabilit}^ of his Government, it is difficult to know what 
her real feelings (or rather those of the Prince) were, and it 
is more than probable that her anxiety for the success of 
Palmers^n’s Government was more on account of the mem- 
bers of it whom she personally likes, and whom she was very 
reluctant to lose, than out of partiality for the Premier him- 
self. To Clarendon she is really attached, and Granville she 
likes very much ; most of the rest she regarded with indiffer- 
ence. 

London^ November 4^/i-.c-'Two months have elapsed during 
which I have felt no inclination to note down anything in 
this book, but new that the Newmarket meetings are at an 
end, aifd I must needs think of other things, I shall jot down 
the very few thingsr that have come tipcross me in the inter- 
val. When I was at Hillingdon a few weeks ago, I was 
suiprised to hear from Charles Mills a glowing panegyric on 
Lord Stanley, who has gained golden opinions and great popu- 
larity at the India House.^ I was prepared to hear of his 
• 

1 [Lord Stu.iley, the present Earl of Derby, had succeeded to the Presi- 
dency of the Board of Control upon the resignation of Lord Elleiiborough, 
and was the first Secretary of State for Indij^ upon the abolition of the 
former office.] 
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ability, liis indefatigable industry, and bis businesslike quali- 
ties ; but I was surprised to hear so much of his courtesy, 
affability, patience, and candour, that he is neither dictatorial 
nor conceited, always ready to listen to Other people’s 
opinions and advice, and never fancying that he knows 
better than anybody else. I afterwards told Jonathan Peel 
what I had heard, and he confirmed the truth of this report, 
and said he was the same in the Cabinet ; but he made me com- 
prehend his popularity with the Council by telling me that he 
espoused all their views and interests, i^iid co-operated with 
them in endeavouring to retain certain powers which belonged 
to the extinct Court of Directors, but which ought, as a conse- 
quence of the change, to pass into other hands, particularly 
military appointments and matters of military control. 
This received confirmation not long ago from the Duke of 
Cambridge, whom I met at Cheveley, and who gave me an 
account of some matter in which ho had received and 
executed certain orders from the Secretary of War, and soon 
after received a very sharp letter from Stanley calling him 
to account for having interfered in what, he said, belonged 
to the Indian Secretary. The Duke referred him to the War 
Office, so that there seems already a conflict of jurisdiction 
between the two offices. From all this it is apparent that we 
shall have fresh Indian discussions when Parliament meets, 
and there will be a necessity for fresh arrangements foiv the 
transaction of business. This may seem to be a very trifling 
matter, and not worth noticing, but Lord Stanley is so com- 
pletely the man of the present day, and in all human pro- 
bability is destined to play so important and conspicuous a 
part in political life, tlip.t the time may come when any details, 
however minute, of his early career will be deemed worthy 
of recollection. 

I hear the Queen has written a letter to the Prince of 
Wales announcing to him his emancipation from paren^I 
authority and control, and that it is one of the piost admir- 
able letters that ever were penned. She tells him that he 
may have thought the rule they adopted for his education 
a severe one, but that his welfare was their only object, and 
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well knowing to what seductions of flattery he would even- 
tually be exposed, they wished to prepare and strengthen his 
mind against them, that he was now to consider himself his 
own master, and that they should never intrude any advice 
upon him, although always ready to give it him whenever he 
thought fit to seek it. It was a very long letter, all in that 
tone, and it«seems to have made a profound impression on 
the Prince, and to have touched his feelings to the quick. 
He brought it to Gerald Wellesley in floods of tears, and the 
effect it produced is^ proof of the wisdom which dictated its 
composition, 

November 17th . — The principal topics of interest for the 
last fortnight have been Bright’s speeches, the visit of 
Palmerston and Clarendon to Compiegne, the Portuguese 
and French quarrel, and the pamphlet and approaching trial 
of Montalembert, on all of which there is plenty to say. 
Bright’s speeches have evidently been a failure, and if they 
produce any effect, it will probably be one rather useful to 
the Government ; but the very failure only proves more 
strongly^the bad policy of Derby in bringing forward a 
Deform measure, and how much more safe he would have 
been if he had let it alone. There is a considerable though 
not universal impression that by some means and through 
the operation of the chapter of accidents this Deform Bill 
will* prove fatal to him. Mr. Elwin, the editor of the 
^ Quarterly Deview,’ told^the Duke of Bedford he thought so, 
and that he had been told by a* Cabinet Minister that there 
habd been such cerious differences of opinion amongst them 
on this subject that if the session* had been prolonged the 
Government wouhkprobably have gone to pieces at that time, 
and Lord John told the Duke that Walpole had intimated 
to him something of the same kind. Lord John is ex- 
pecting, and Palmerston is hoping, that the Government will 
^11, and the latter is still confident that his day will come 
again, a confidence which no one else seems to partake of. 
Clarendon, who is the staunchest of Palmerston’s allies and 
colleagues, has beqp endeavouring to dissipate this illusion 
and to bring him* to take a more accurate view of his own posi- 
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tion, but without success. ‘ He cannot see why John Russell 
should not again take office under him/ and it is in vain that 
Clarendon assures him that nothing on earth will induce Lord 
John to do so. Lord John seems disposed to bide his time, 
and evidently cherishes a hope and expectation that the 
Whig party will return to their allegiance to him and enable 
him to form another Government. He seems to have a liking 
for Bright, though he does not agree with all his views of 
Reform. At this moment my own belief is that the present 
Government have the best chance in this race for power from 
the mere fact of their being in possession, and from the hope- 
less disunion and confusion in which the Whigs and Liberals 
are plunged. 

Montale mbert’s paper is admirable, and I agree with 
almost every part of it, especially about the Indian debate 
and Indian policy, and the causes of Palmerston’s extraor- 
dinary fall and the loss of his popularity. His prosecution by 
the Imperial Government is either an enormous mistake and 
political error, or a stroke of policy so deep and refined as to 
be beyond my comprehension. Here everybody regards it as 
a great imprudence. 

December 2nd , — I returned to town yesterday, having been 
to Badger Hall, thence to Grimstone, then to Ossington, and 
yesterday from Hinchinbrook. If I have written nothing it 
is not' from want of interesting events worth notice, but 
because I have known and heard nothing more than all the 
world learnt from the new^spapers. The chief topics of 
interest have been the pamphlet and the trial of Monia- 
lembert and the visit ^of Palmerston and Clarendon to 
Compiegne. The first seems to have excited more interest 
here than in Paris, where the tyrannical proceeding was 
taken very quietly, and little sympathy felt for a man who 
wrote so enthusiastically about England, and rebuked his 
own countrymen, and particularly his co-religionaries, foifi* 
their unworthy conduct and language towards us. There 
appears to have been a general feeling of regre«^ or disap- 
proval of the visit to Paris, even on the part of those who 
are most friendly to tne two Lords. I t^^ink it is a pity 
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they should have gone just at this moment, when the 
Montalembert affair and the Portuguese quarrel have made 
the Emperor Napoleon very unpopular here ; but it does not 
seem to me t*o be a matter of much consequence, or to be 
worth the indignation which in some quarters it has elicited. 

nillm(]don, Bee ember — I went to The Grove on 

Wednesday# last and came back on Friday. There I had 
long talks with Clarendon for the first time for many a day, 
when he told me a great deal that was interesting, just as he 
used to do formerly^ first about his visit to Compiegne and 
his conversations with the Emperor. The Emperor told him 
that his motive for prosecuting Montalembert was that he 
was aware that there was a consj)iracy of literary men, 
enemies of his Government, to write it down in a very in- 
sidious manner, not by any direct attacks, but, under the 
pretence of discussing subjects either not political or not 
French, to introduce matter most hostile and most mis- 
chievous to him, and that it was necessary to put down 
such a conspira.cy, and he thought the best course was to 
]jroceed^at once against a man so conspicuous as Monta- 
lembert, and to make an exam]3le of him, by which others 
would be deterred. This was his excuse, whatever its value. 
It appears to me a very bad one, and I doubt if the fact 
itself is true, though Clarendon seemed to think it was. 
Thfty had a great deal of conversation about Italy and the 
anti- Austrian projects f^ttributed to France, touching which 
the Emperor’s ideas were niost strange and extravagant, 
lie said there l.ad been two questions in which France was 
interested : one the regeneration ofi Poland, the other the re- 
generation of Italy ; that in the pm’suit of the first France 
naturally became the ally of Austria against Russia, in the 
pursuit of the other she became the ally of Russia and 
Sardinia against Austria; that the peace with Russia had 
^ut an end to anything being done about J^he first, and the 
second alone became possible. Clarendon then pointed out 
to him all the difficulties of involving himself in such a 
contest as this scheme supposed, that Austria would sacrifice 
her last florin and her last man in defence of her Italian 
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provinces, that to go to war with her would almost inevi- 
tably sooner or later plunge all Europe into war, and that the 
object to be gained by it, even by France herself, would be 
wholly incommensurate with the cost and the* danger that 
would be incurred. The Emperor appeared to have no reply 
to make to Clarendon’s remonstrances, nor did I gather that 
His Majesty had any cas^l8 helli against Austria, nor even 
any just cause of complaint to urge against her, from which 
I draw the inference not only that his policy is of a very 
wild and chimerical character, but that at any moment when 
he might see, or think he saw, any advantage in attacking 
another Power, no consideration of justice and good faith, 
still less of moderation and care for the happiness and peace 
of the world, would restrain him, and from such a contin- 
gency England would be no more exempt than any other 
country,' 

December 12th , — Another day the Emperor asked Claren- 
don to come into his room, when he told him that he 
■wanted his advice, that he was in a great dilemma and em- 
barrassment in regard to his Homan occupation, and in a 
false position, from which he did not know how to extricate 
himself. He was dying to recall the French troops and yet 
unable to do it. He had always hoped to be able to get the 
policy laid down in the Edgar Hey letter carried out, but as 
soon as the Pope and his ecclesiastical councillors returAed 
to Home they refused to do anything, and whenever he held 
out any threat of withdrawing 'his troops they always said he 
might do so whenever he pleased, for they knew very w^l 
the reasons which prevented his doing it : the moment the 
French troops marched- out there would *be an uprising in 
Home and in the Papal States. The religious party in France 

^ [It is remarkable that this conversation of the Emperor with Lord 
Clarendon at Compiegne took place within a month of the speech to Baro^ 
Hiibner on New Year’s Day, which was the signal of war between France 
and Austria, and at a time when the secret alliance between the Emperor 
and M. de Cavoiir had been already concluded. The Emperoi s object was 
evidently to delude his English guests, and Lord Clarendon was partially- 
deceived by him, although he clearly perceived that there was danger of 
war ahead.] 
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•would deeply resent his exposing the Pope to any such danger, 
and as soon as the French went away the Austrians would 
march in and be masters of the whole country. Clarendon 
acknowledgecl the gravity of the situation and the difficulty, 
but could suggest no solution of it. They discussed the 
^possibility of inducing the Pope to relinquish his temporal 
sovereignty, and to accept a great revenue instead, but neither 
of them seems to have thought this plan feasible. 

January 14th^ 1859. — I purposed at the close of the last 
year to say a few ^svords about a year which might well be 
called annus mirahilis and annus mccstissimus besides, for I 
do not remember any year marked by a greater number and 
variety of remarkable events and occurrences, and certainly 
none which has been so fatal to the happiness of so many 
of our friends. One calamity has succeeded another with 
frightful rapidity, till it is difficult to point to any one who 
has not sustained some terrible bereavement in the persons 
of near and dear relations or intimate friends. A severe fit 
of gout which attacked me on Christmas Day, and has kept 
hold o^me ever since, prevented ni}* executing my purpose, 
and now I have forgotten all I intended to say, and can 
only take up the present condition of affairs as they present 
themselves at the beginning of this year, and this is dark 
and unpromising enough. All Europe has been thrQjyn into 
ala^m by the speech which the Emperor Napoleon made to 
the Austrian Ambassador Hiibner on New Year’s Day, and 
by the announcement which followed it that Prince Napoleon 
was going to Turin to marry the King of Sardinia’s daughter. 
The ftinguage of the King of Sardinia in his speech to his 
Parliament shortly afterwards confirmed the general appre- 
hensions. The menacing manifestations having produced 
their effect, the Emperor seems to have thought it adviseable 
to draw in his horns, and to try and calm the effervescence 
“ffie had produced. This, however, was net so easy, and in 
spite of certain tranquillising articles which the French Press 
was instructed to put forth, the impression that mischief 
is brewing cannot.be effaced, and l^iough many think that 
there will be no immediate outbreak, and the money dealers 
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and speculators comfort themselves with thinking that want 
of money will prevent the great military Powers from going 
to war, the best informed persons, and those who are most 
accustomed to watch the signs of the times, are convinced 
that the time is near at hand when the peace of the world 
will be broken, that the Emperor is determined upon an ag- 
gression on Austria, and that he is only undecided as to the 
time when the operation shall be begun. It is now evident 
that when our Ex-Ministers were at Compiegne, and when 
the Emperor pretended that he wanted to. consult Clarendon 
confidentially, he only made a half- confidence of his views 
and his position, and that ho concealed from Clarendon the 
important fact of the marriage of Prince Napoleon, which 
was arranged at the time. 

The Grove, January 25^7i. — I have passed three days here 
very agreeably ; a large party on Saturday and Sunday, after 
which Clarendon, George Lewis, and T, talking over every- 
thing interesting at home and abroad. There has been a 
good deal of correspondence between Clarendon and John 
Pussell in a very friendly spirit, quite different from the 
terms they have been on till lately, and indicating the 
possibility of their coming together again iu Opposition 
and in office. I saw also some letters of Palmerston’s ui)on 
foreigii affairs, exceedingly sound and judicious. I am 
bound to say that all I hear and see of Palmerston’s views, 
opinions, and conduct is highly creditable to him, and very 
different from what I expected. He evinces no impatience 
to return to office, and no misconception of his own positiofi. 
All he writes on foreign a’ffairs, on Prance and Austria and 
Italy, is marked by great wisdom and moderation. He is 
taking his proper place as head of the Liberal and Whig 
party, prepared to go to Parliament and wait for the de- 
velopment of the policy and measures of the Government, 
before forming axy plan of a political campaign, Eeadin^ 
at the same time the letters of Lord John and those of 
Palmerston on the same subject, that of foreigff policy, I 
am struck with the grep.t superiority of the latter. 

Brethy, January 27th . — I left The Grove yesterday morn- 
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ing, and came here to-day. At breakfast yesterday Clarendon 
banded over to me a letter from Reeve, enclosing one from 
Guizot upon the aspect of affairs in Europe and the chances 
of war and ^eace ; an admirable letter, as all his are. Reeve 
said that he had been told that Palmerston was likely to give 
utterance to some sentiments very anti-Austrian, and in 
favour of Italian nationality, than which nothing could be 
more mischievous or more conducive to the objects of Louis 
Napoleon. This seemed to me so inconsistent with the 
spirit of moderatipn and good sense which I had remarked 
in the letters I had already seen of Palmerston’s, that I said 
I could not think it possible that he was meditating anything 
of the sort, and I was greatly surprised when Clarendon 
replied, and George Lewis agreed with him, that nothing was 
more possible, and that he should not be at all surprised if 
he expressed sentiments which were very much those which 
he had always entertained. Of course they both deprecated 
any such language in the strongest manner. When’ I' got 
to town I told Reeve what had passed, and he then told me 
his auUiority for what he had written, and that his infor- 
mant had gathered it from conversations with Palmerston 
himself. It was at all events satisfactory to find that the 
language of the ‘ Times ’ had undergone no alteration, and 
that they adhered to the same judicious course and j^gorous 
argumentation which they have all along adopted. Clarendon 
and George Lewis are squall j afraid of what John Russell 
may say, but they are aware that though he may do con- 
siderable mischief, his dicta are infinitely less important than 
Palmerston’s. Granville arrived last night from Paris and 
Rome, and I sawiiim for a few minutes as I was starting to 
come here. I had just time to ascertain that his views are 
identical with those of Clarendon and George Lewis, and 
that his efforts will be joined to theirs in attempting to 
u^ersuade both Palmerston and John Russell to refrain from 
saying, anything which may serve as an encouragement to 
the Empeior, and George Lewis said that on Palmerston’s 
language in the H^ouse of CommonS|the peace of the world 
might possibly depend. There seems no reason to doubt 
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that one of the things which keeps the Emperor’s mind in 
suspense and uncertainty is his desire to hear what passes in 
our Parliament, and to ascertain what amount of sympathy 
and support the Italian cause and a war against Austria are 
likely to find in this country. Palmerston must have already 
taken such a measure of the public feeling here as to know ^ 
that any appeal to anti- Austrian and pro-Italian sympathies 
would meet with no response either in or out of Parliament. 
The most, therefore, that he will probably venture to do will 
be strenuously to recommend a complete meutrality, and that 
this country should determine to keep aloof from any contest 
that may ensue. This would be j>laying the Emperor’s game, 
and might perhaps be more useful to him than any other 
course we could take, for it would find pretty general con- 
currence, and most likely elicit many expressions of opinions 
which the Emperor would be able with some plausibility to 
construe in the manner most favourable to his own preten- 
sions and designs. 

January ^Ist , — Dined with Lord Salisbury on Saturday 
at the Sheriffs’ dinner, when I met all the Cabinet^, except 
Malmesbury, Hardwicke, and John Manners. Derby told 
me a curious thing. An experiment was made of the possible 
speed by which a telegraphic message could be sent and an 
answe"^ got. They fixed on Corfu, made every preparation, 
and sent one word. The message and return were effected 
in six seconds. I would not have bcdieved this on any other 
authority. 

Granville is just come from Paris, where he spent a week ; 
he saw and conversed with' everybody, beginning with the Em- 
peror and ending with Thiers. All the Ministers he talked 
tOjWalewski, Fould, and Eouher, are dead against war, Morny 
the same, Baroche said to be for it, and Fleury, who wants 
to distinguish himself in the field. The Emperor talked over 
the whole question! and assured him he had not committed 
-liimself to the King of Sardinia, but on the contrary had told 
' jhim he would not support him if he committed Jlny impru- 
' iience towards Austria^ Granville’s impression is that the 
is adjourned for the present, owing to the clear 
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manifestation in France, but mucb more to the unanimous 
tone of the German and English Press. He is, however, 
waiting in great anxiety for the debates in our Parliament, 
and still hopes for some anti-Austrian expression which may 
favour his own views. He has such a contempt for his own 
nation and for the opinions of the French people that these 
* last do not weigh much with him, and he fancies that they 
may be at any moment changed and run in a warlike cur- 
rent. Granville thinks our Government have acted properly 
throughout these transactions, so hir as he can judge. 

February hih . — Paidiament opened on Thursday with, as 
everybody owned, a very good speech, and the discussions 
in both Houses were in a very good tone, and all that could 
be desired as to foreign policy. It will be impossible for 
the Emperor to derive from what passed a single word from 
any quarter fivourable to his projects. The disappointment 
of his expectations in this respect may be very annoying 
to him, and possibly induce him still to defer his final 
resolution, but it is too much to hope that the language 
of our Parliament will turn him altogether from his design. 
Indeed it has now become equally difficult for him to advance 
without danger or to retreat without discredit, and in his 
position discredit is in itself fraught with danger. 

February 12th , — The Emperor Napoleon’s speeclij^^okbd 
for with so much anxiety here, arrived a few hourr after its 
delivery on Monday last, and was on the whole regarded as 
rather pacific than the contrary, but still .so reserved and 
€Lmbiguous that it might mean anything or lead to any- 
thing or nothing. The general# opinion seems to be that 
nothing will taVe place for the i^resent. The Government 
have begun their campaign so quietly, and with so little 
disturbance or threatening of any, that if such calm appear- 
ances were not often fallacious, one should predict their 
» passing smoothly through the session; bpt when one thinks;- 
of this time last year, of the apparent strength and securitjy ' 
of Palmerston’s Government, and of the suddenness of his 
fall, it is impossible to rely upon ^ the continuance of thi» 
unclouded sky. 
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Ff^rum'y 19th » — The general complaint is that nothing 
is done in Parliament, and that there is a general apathy, 
under the continuance of which the Government gets on 
without hindrance, while their faults or blunders pass un- 
checked. The Chancellor incurred a momentary odium by 
his attempt at perpetrating a very shameless job, by making 
his son-in-law a Judge in Lunacy without having^any quali- ’ 
fications for such an office ; but after a little spurt in the 
House of Commons, the result of which was the appoint- 
ment being rescinded, the matter quietl]^ dropped. Glad- 
stone’s extravagant proceedings at Corfu ‘ have elicited some- 
thing like an attack led on by Lord Grey, but although this 
subject will probably be more seriously and warmly discussed 
after he comes home, it does not seem likely to lead to much 
at present, and Derby will probably parry Grey’s attack on 
Monday next. 

February 27 Ih, — Derby prevailed on Grey to defer his 
Ionian motion till Gladstone’s return, which he said would 
be in a fortnight at least. Palmerston had given notice 
of his intention to call the attention of the House of 
Commons to the present state of Europe, and to ask if the 
Government could give the country any information on the 
subject. The Government tried to persuade him to defer his 
mteiitipn, but without effect, and he persisted in his course. 
In the meanwhile Cowley suddenly arrived in England, sent 
for by the Government, as it was s^id, for the purpose of 
receiving instructions in respect to the conferences expected 
at Paris on the Danubian affairs. On Thursday morning 
the world was electrified at reading an article in the ‘ Times ’ 
stating that Cowley was going on a special mission to Vienna 
for the purpose of making matters up, if possible, between 
Prance and Austria. The day before I had been apprised of 
the fact by Granville, who had heard it from Clarendon, to 
whom Cowley had. imparted the secret of his mission. 

1 [Mr. Gladstone had accepted, temporarily, the office of 'Lord High 
Commissioner of the Ionian Islands, under Lord Derby^s Goverfament. His 
proceedings there excited great surprise in England. Tlie eventual result of 
his mission was the surrender if the Protectorate of the Ionian Islands to 
the Kingdom of Greece.] 
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mission was in fact rather one from the Emperor than from 
our Government, who had really done nothing whatever, hut 
were too happy to allow Cowley to go and try his hand in 
patching matters up. He has done it all off his own bat. 
Seeing how day after day war appeared to be becoming more 
imminent, he resolved to see if he could not do something 
•to arrest ^he evil; he found the French Ministers quite 
agreed with him, and the Emperor in a state of mingled 
rage, disappointment, and perplexity, clinging with his cha- 
racteristic tenacity to the designs on which his mind has 
been so long fixed, and to which he probably stands com- 
mitted more than we are aware of, by his own professions, 
and by his cousin, who no doubt gave Cavour to understand 
he might certainly count upon the Emperor’s aid. This 
course also he is the more reluctaiit to abandon, as he has 
certainly persuaded himself, or has been persuaded by others, 
that in no other way can he secure himself from the attempts 
of Italian conspirators and assassins, so that it is personal 
fear which is the real ground of what is called his policy. 
On the other hand, he is intensely disgusted and enraged at 
findinjf^he whole feeling and opinion of England so decidedly 
pronounced against him, and that in no quarter whatever, 
neither in Parliament nor the Press, which represents the 
mind of the whole country, nor in any public men, 
find the slightest sympathy or encouragment, or anything 
but the most indignant disapprobation.^ 

• 

^ [The war of is now judged of more favoiiraibly than it was at 
the time of ils inception, and the result obtained — the independence and 
unification of Italy — has led men to condona the tortuous and deceitful policy 
by which it was arrived at. The object of M. de (favour was a noble one, 
althoiiif>-h the means he employed were unscrupulous. The cliief motive of 
the Emperor Napoleon was the fear of his old allies the Carbonari. Orsini’s 
attempt on his life had powerfully affected liim. 

To English statesmen of all parties (with one or two exceptions) it 
was apparent that the declaration of war by Franco on Austria was the 
ffestruction of the great compact of 1815, which (whatever may have been 
its defects) Ij rd given forty-four years of peace to the Continent of Europe, 
and which 1 survived the Revolutiqn of 1848 and the Crimean contest of 
1854. It was the first outbreak of the military power of the Frsncli Empire 
and it was likely to lead to future wars, as Jtlie result has proved. The 
defeat of Austria and the dissolution of the Germanic Confederation in 1866 
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The sentiment of England is if possible still stronger in 
tlie same sense in Germany, and it is universal in France, 
where it is only prevented from manifesting itself with as 
much force and vivacity as in Germany and 'here by the 
fettered and subservient condition of the Press. In addition 
to this I am informed that the project of war is not popular 
with the army itself ; and as it is not morally pertain that 
by plunging into war the Emperor will be secure from th'> 
danger of assassination, and there is at least as good a 
chance of war bringing with it perils of ajnotlior sort quite as 
formidable, so his very selfishness makes him doubt and waver, 
and inclines him to listen to the remonstrances which are 
addressed to him. Upon this uncertain and varying state of 
mind Cowley has been endeavouring to work, and he has so 
far succeeded as to have been entrusted by the Emperor with 
a commission to go to Vienna and negotiate with the Austrian 
Government a settlement of their differences, or rather, as 
there are in fact no differences to settle, to obtain from the 
Austrian Government some concessions by virtue of which he 
may be enabled to withdraw from his present false position 
without discredit, by which means he may give satisfaction 
to France and Europe, though at the risk of disappointing 
Sardinia and exas 2 )erating the Italian Carbonari. 

• ^hen Palmerston’s discussion came on upon Friday last, 
it vras already known (through the ‘ Times ’) that Cowley was 
going to Vienna, though he himself had told nobody of this 
expedition (o:j:cept Clarendon), and he evidently did not 
inean it should have been proclaimed. Oxi Friday, Disraeli 
and Malmesbury said nothing of Cowley’s mission, bq|; they 
both announced that thq Papal territories prould be evacuated 
by the French and Austrian troops, and the public inferred 
that this evacuation was going to take place by a mutual 
agreement, and everybody asked, ^Wliy then is Cowley going 

was the result, of the eomhined action of Prussia and Italy, north and soiaii 
-of the Alps ; and the Franco-German War of 1870 was the result of the 
military ascendency Prussia had thus acquired in Europe. ^The policy of 
England was simply based on the principle that the duration of peace 
•depended on the maintenai^oe of the existing territorial arrangements of 
Europe.] 
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to' Vienna' ^ truth was that the Pope had requested 

the two Governments to withdraw their troops, and one of 
Cowley’s objects is to procure the assent of Austria to that 
withdrawal, Prance having no doubt agreed to it on certain 
conditions, of which I do not know the details, but which 
are committed to the management of Cowley. Clarendon 
seemed to think that there was no more danger now of the 
pacific purpose of Cowley being obstructed at Vienna than 
at Paris, for he said that the Austrians are so proud, and 
moreover so greatly incensed at the conduct of France, that 
it is very doubtful \fhetlier they will be induced to make any 
concessions at all, and whether the Emperor of Austria will 
not prefer to encounter all the danger of war, prepared as he 
is, than consent to anything which should have the appear- 
ance of humbling himself before the outrageous pretences 
and intolerable insolence of the Emperor of the French* 

In the midst of the absorbing interest of this great 
question, the Government Eeform Bill is coming on. They 
appear to have thought it adviseable to bespeak the good word 
of the ‘ Times,’ and accordingly they sent Delane a copy of 
their BWl. This morning the heads of it appear in the 
‘ Times ’ with an approving article. Mild as it appears to 
be, it is too strong for Walpole and Henley, who have 
resigned, but why they did not resign before it is diffiQ^vd4u-* 
to understand. At Kent House yesterday afternoofi tkere 
was a little gathering of Clarendon, Charles Wood, and 
George Lewis, when they* all aj;jreed that if the Government 
measure was such a one as they could possibly support, 
their proper policy would be to assist the Government in. 
carrying it. 

March Is^. — According to all political calculations Cow- 
ley’s mission ought to succeed, but I feel no confidence in 
his success, and rather believe that the Emperor Napoleon 
is acting with his usual duplicity and treachery, and duping 
dowley to gain time, which is necessaiy to fiis plans. ^ It is 

* [This wfs the fact. It was not known until long afterwards that 
positive engagements had been entered into at Plombieres between the 
Emperor and M. de Oavour in the preceding aummn, including the marriage 

VOL. n. Q 



226 


EEIGN OF QUEEN VICTORIA. 


[Chap. XVH. 


revolting to see that the peace of the world and so much of 
the happiness or misery of mankind depend upon the caprice 
and will and the selfish objects and motives of a worthless 
upstart and adventurer, who is destitute of every principle 
of honour, good faith, or humanity, but who is unfortunately 
invested with an enormous power for good or evil. And this 
is the end of fifty years of incessant movement, ^of the pro- 
gress of society, of the activity and development of the 
human intellect in the country which is eternally mouthing 
about its superior civilisation and its mission to extend the 
benefits of that civilisation over the whole world. 

Disraeli brought forward his E-eform Bill last night in a 
well-set speech, only too elaborate. It was coolly received, 
except by its most angry opponents, who lost no time in 
denouncing it. 

March 3rd . — It would be difficult to say what the feeling 
of the House of Commons really is on the subject of the 
Government Eeform Bill. The night it came out everybody 
who spoke spoke against it. The Ultra-Ee formers, from 
Bright down to John Bussell, naturally express nothing 
but abhorrence and contempt for such a measure'; half- 
and-half Reformers, who consider Reform a necessity, and 
who would be glad to have the question settled for the 
- pr^pnt on such easy terms, do not venture to say much in 
its favour; and the Whigs generally, particularly at their 
head-quarters, Brooks’s, discuss with much variety of opinion 
whether the second reading ^ 'ought to be resisted or not, 
the prevailing opinion being that the principle of the Bill 
(which is the equalisation of town and county franchise) 
is so inadmissible that it ought to be rejected, and they come 
to that conclusion the more readily because they think its 
rejection in that stage would put an end to the Government* 
On the other hand, Derby brought together two hundred of 
his supporters the day after the Bill appeared, and obtain(j<l. 

oi Prince Napoleon to the daughter of the King of Sardinia, aiid the ce^pion 
of Savoy and Nice as a compensation for the conquest of Northern Italy, 
Cavour had the Emperor in Ips power, and threatened, if he drew back, to 
publish the correspondence.] 
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their assent to it, and an engagement to support it. The 
resignations of Henley and Walpole have been prejudicial to 
the Government. Their explanations, which were full of 
half-suppressed bittemess towards their colleagues, were 
considered damaging, and to have revealed trickery on the 
part of Derby, though they seem to me to have rather ex- 
hibited weakness on the part of the retiring Ministers. But 
what they have clearly shown is the extreme penury of the 
party in point of intellectual resources, when they can find 
no man of any weight or reputation to fill up the vacancies. 
But if the Government is weak, and their i)osition very 
precarious, the state of the Opposition is at least as deplor- 
able, for there is no union or agreement amongst them, and 
Granville acknowledged to me last night that if Derby 
should fall on the second reading, and Palmerston be sent 
for, as it may be expected he would be, by the Queen, that it 
is impossible to see how another Government could be formed. 
This state of affixirs and the magnitude of the embarrassment 
will probably at last make some of those who so obstinately 
insisted ux)on their being right in resigning last year after 
the Yot^of Censure, begin to think that they would have 
done better to accept the rebuke and stay in. All that is 
now occurring serves to confirm my own opinion upon that 
point. 

Since Cowley’s arrival at Vienna nothing lias been*heara 
of his mission, but there is nothing apparent tending to lead 
to the conclusion that he has b«en able to do §.ny good, and 
the general impieasion is that the Emperor Napoleon is only 
endeavouring to gain time, and mal^ng a tool of Cowley in 
hopes of thereby committing this country in some degree to 
his ulterior designs, and there are not wanting persons who 
believe that it will after all be against this country that 
his arms will be turned, and not against Austria. 

^ March Stk, — On Saturday morning the ‘ Times ’ published 
the article in the ' Moniteur ’ (evidently the Emperor’s cornpo- 
sitioji), in X{,hich a formal denial was given to the imputed 
warlike intentions of France. The general impression pro- 
duced by this manifesto was that the!® Emperor had at last 



to beUen tb&t he has resolved to postpone bi% warlike de 
signs eine die, though retaining bis wish to employ th( 
vast means on which he has expended so much money., 
and looking forward to some pretext wjiich the chapte ^ OJ' 
accidents may afford kim to execute his purpose. 

Strenuons efforts are making* to bring about an under- 
standing and agreement between the Whig leaders as to 
opposing the Government Bill, in which nobody is so active 
as George Lewis, who being very intimate with John Russell, 
and much in his confidence^ and at the same time still on a 
footing of an adherent of Palmerston, is better qualified 
than any one to form a link between the two and to pro- 
duce a mutual accord. John Russell has drawn up certain 
Resolutions which he intends to move on the second reading. 
These Resolutions have been shown to George Grey and to 
Palmerston, who have agreed to support them, and it may 
be presumed that if all the Whig leaders, or even most of 
take this course, they will he followed by the majority 
of the 'rank and file. The Government and their friends are 
considerably alarmed at this hostile demonstration, and the 
more disappointed because they had been led to believe that 
Palmerston intended to support the second* reading, and they 
knew that many moderate Whigs were inclined to take the 
same course. Some may do so still, but if the rival leaders 
can agree upon an attack on the Bill, though they may be 
agreed on nothing else, it is certainly probable that the 
Government will be beaten. Then will come the question of 
dissolution or resignation. This will probably depend on 
the amount and composition of the majority, and it will 
be a knotty point for Derby to decide upon. ® 

SavernaJee, March ^9th . — I met George Lewis at the 
Athenseum yesterday, and had a talk about the state of affairs 
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i^hold liiWal l3ie believed, 
ik BusselPs Eesolations* There had been 
ible doubt at first whether the second reading of the 
Bill should be opposed or not, but upon a clocie examination 
of the Bill they found that it was such a dishonest measure 
that it could not be allowed to pass, and therefore it was 
better to thw)w it out at once. Palmerston and Lord John 
are now on very good terms. Lord John had sent his 
Besolutions to Palmerston, and Palmerston had sent him 
word he would support whatever he proposed. Lewis 
thinks, though there is no agreement between them further 
than this with regard to the Reform Bill, that if this 
Government falls, and the Whigs return to power, means 
will be found of adjusting the lival pretensions of the two 
leaders, and getting them to act together. To effect this, 
liis reliance is mainly on the Queen, who he thinks may and 
will exert her inliuence and authority for this end. There 
is, however, a notion abroad that if John Russell persists 
in his Resolutioiito, the Government will withdraw the first 
clause, ^hich is tantamount to withdrawing the Bill itself. 
Lewis b(*lieveb in this intention, and that if they do it they 
will become so unpopular, and incur so much discredit, that 
it will be impossible for them to go on or to attempt a dis- 
solution. Another notion is that they will withdraw th^-^Bill, 
and endeavour to go on without any Bill at all, trusting to the 
Opposition not daring to proposc^a vote of want of confidence, 
which it is very doubtful if they could carry. The only thing 
clear is that tho} are very anxious to turn the Government 
out, ami to take their cliance of the consequences. Their 
success seems not lit all unlikely, bdt when they have ac- 
complished their object their embarrassments will begin. 
First there will be Lord John and Palmerston, then Z’ew- 
harras des richesses of the numerous candidates for office, 
aiid settling who is to come in and who are to be thrown 
overboard. * 

Ma/rch loth , — Cowley arrived from Vienna on Saturday. 
I have not yet seen him, but Clarendon told me yesterday 
that he brings back the most satisfactory assurances on 
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the part of Austria, who is ready to give every pledge 
of her pacific intentions, and to come to any agreement 
with France upon the withdrawal of both their forces 
from the Papal States, but that she will make no con- 
cessions inconsistent with her rights and her dignity, or 
which could seem to damp the enthusiasm now prevailing ip 
Germany in her favour ; in fact, that she has no concessions 
to make. Within the last few days the symptoms from 
France have been more menacing. At Paris the conviction 
is general that war is meant, and I am obliged to believe it 
likewise. The resignation of Prince Napoleon seems to 
have been a mere sham, and his intimacy with the Em- 
peror as close as ever. There is no reason to believe that 
the military preparations in France are suspended, and in 
Piedmont they are certainly going on actively. 

The other great topic of interest, viz. the Reform Bill 
and John Russell’s Resolutions, does not look in a more 
satisfactory state. While many sensible people deprecate 
this move of John Russell’s, and lament that Palmerston 
should have consented to support it, the probability seems 
that it will be carried, but the greatest uncertainty prevails 
as to the course which the Government will adopt, and 
whether they will try to go on, dropping their Bill altogether, 
or1^i,tinue the fight with its remaining clauses, or whether 
they will take the chance of a dissolution. It is now clear 
enough that Derby made a ^reat blunder in undertaking to 
deal with the Question of Reform at all, an^ that a consistent 
Conservative course would have been the most honoura*ble 
and the wisest, and have afforded him the best chgfnce of 
staying in office. B/ bringing forward a measure to the 
principle of which it is well known that he and his whole 
Government and party are in their hearts adverse, and then 
trying to vitiate the principle by certain contrivances in the 
details, by which the scruples of his own party may 15e 
obviated, he exposes himself to the charge of producing a 
dishonest measure, and this is what the Whigs urge as 
their ground for attaclting it in front and at once. This is 
what Lewis said to me, ‘ We are bound to defeat a measure 
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wMcli is SO dishonest that it is not susceptible of such 
improvement in Committee as would warrant our passing 
it/ The conduct of the Whigs, however, is not a whit 
more honest/ Their allegation is a mere pretext, and their 
real motive is that they think they see their way back to 
office through an attack upon the Government Bill ; they 
are indifferent to the consequences, and all they want is to 
get the coast clear for themselves, and take the chance of 
settling the difficult questions which will arise as to the 
formation of a Government and the conditions on which 
it can be formed. All this appears to me quite as dis- 
honest as anything the Government have done or are doing, 
Palmerston never was a Reformer. He was opposed as 
much as he dared and could be even to the great measure of 
1832, which all the world was for. When he brought for- 
ward a measure of his own two or three years ago, he did 
it without sincerity or conviction, and merely for a party 
object, and now he is uniting with John Bussell without any 
real agreement with him in opinion, and with full knowledge 
that if^they succeed and climb into office on the ruins of the 
Government Bill he will be obliged to propose a measure 
much stronger than he believes to be either necessary or 
safe. Believing that Palmerston and John Bussell were 
agreed no further than upon the Besolutions on 
next, I thought that a difference must arise between them 
(in the event of their coming into office) on the Beform Bill 
they should produce, but I was told just now*that upon this 
pdint they are already nearly if not completely agreed. They 
are, however, not yet agreed upon^he great question of the 
Premiership, or which of them shAll go to the House of 
Lords. The impatience and confidence of Lord John seems 
to be unbounded, and in spite of his being the younger by 
seven years, his eagerness to be in office again much more 
intense than that of Palmerston. Althoijgh this is such a 
miserable ^Government, both discreditable and incompetent, 
an3. it is % misfortune to have the country ruled by such 
men, I cannot desme the success o| such selfish and un- 
patriotic manoeuvres as those by which the Whigs are en- 
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deavouring to supplant them, and consequently I regard 
the whole state of aflFairs with indescribable disgust and no 
small apprehension. I believe the country to be in nearly 
equal danger from Louis iNTapoleon abroad and Mr. Bright 
at home, and I fear that there is no capacity in the Govern- 
ment to cope with the one, and no such amount of wisdom 
and patriotism amongst the chief men of all parties as is 
requisite to defeat the designs of the other. 

March 16th . — Cowley called on me yesterday at the 
Council Office. He said that he had luever believed there 
would be war, and he did not expect it now ; that all the 
agitation and turmoil that had been vexing Europe for the 
last three months were to be attributed to the conduct of 
Cavour and his attempts to drag Erance into assisting 
Piedmont in her aggressive policy, and to misunderstand- 
ings which had been produced by the strange conduct of the 
French Government, the imprudent speech of the Emperor 
to Hiibner on January 1st, and the ambiguous manifesta- 
tions which had followed it. To comprehend all these things 
it was necessary to be acquainted with the whole cqprse of 
Cavour’s policy and his dealings with France, and to under- 
stand the peculiar character of the Emperor and the motives 
and impulses by which he is actuated. When Austria 
^refused^. to join England and France in the Eussian War, 
Cavour thought that an opportunity presented itself of 
which he might take advantage, and which would lead to a 
realisation of his views for the aggrandisement of Piedmont, 
and he offered to join the alliance and send an army to the 
Crimea. This offer (as Cowley thinks very imprudent^ and 
unfortunately) was accepted. He thinks it was unwise, 
because the assistance of Piedmont was not required, and 
could not have any material effect on the result of the con- 
test, while it was sure to excite hopes and expectations, and 
to give rise to demands which would be afterwards found 
very inconvenient and embarrassing. Accordingly Cavour 
took the earliest opportunity of expressing his hopes that 
when peace should reijpm Sardinia and her services would 
not be overlooked. General expressions of goodwill were 
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given, but Cowley cannot answer for what more the Emperor 
may have said. 

His account of his mission does not quite correspond 
Tvith what I had before heard of it, and is an additional proof 
of the difficulty of arriving at truth. He told me that he 
had written to Malmesbury and told him he thought it very 
'expedient io send somebody to Vienna to talk to Buol and 
the Emperor, and to try and mediate between Austria and 
France, to which Malmesbury had replied he had better go 
himself, as nobody^else would be so likely to effect the object. 
The consent of Buol having been previously obtained, he 
proposed it at Paris, where his services were gladly accepted. 
He had already spoken very openly to the Emperor, and 
told him very plain truths as to his position and his conduct, 
and when he went he told His Majesty without disguise 
what his intentions were and his wishes, and what he desired 
that Austria should do. The Emperor was very frank, 
totally disdained any wish to make war, but said he should 
like Austria to do certain things, which amounted to full 
securi^ for Piedmont and renunciation of any unfair and 
unjustifiable predominance in Italy. He found them at 
Vienna more angry than alarmed; suspicious, but not un- 
reasonable; their military condition so good and powerful 
that, believing France really bent on attacking them, th(yre' 
was a very general feeling that it was better war should 
come at once than ha%je it indefinitely hanging over them, 
and at first it seemed unlikely that they would return any 
conciliatory assurances which he might carry back to France. 
At last, however, he got them to* say what he thought was 
as much as could be expected from them, and what ought 
to satisfy the French Government. Since he left Paris 
(now three weeks ago or more) he has not had a line 
from thence, and he is wholly ignorant of the march of 
affairs during his absence ; but he hopes %nd expects to find 
a pacific; disposition, and his object is to prevail on the 
Efnperordo put an end to the general state of uncertainty 
and alarm by announcing to Sardinia that she is in no 
danger from Austria, and that therefore no assistance from 



234 


BEIGN OF QUEEN VICTOEIA. 


[Chap. XVII. 


France will be necessary, and she may safely desist from her 
warlike preparations. This is in fact the only way by which 
the crisis can be put an end to, and if the Emperor really has 
been sincere in his professions and means to make his acts 
correspond with them, he will forthwith put forward some 
clear and unambiguous declaration, and some definite com- ^ 
munication to Piedmont which will leave no room for doubt 
or suspicion, and restore confidence and tranquillity to Europe 
again. 

March 22w.d. — Yesterday the ^ Times Vannounced that a 
Congress had been agreed upon, which was believed, so the 
funds rose and there was a general belief that a solution 
was at hand, but it turns out not to be true. The Em- 
peror wishes for one as a means by which he may back out 
of his scrape, which Cowley writes is now his object, but it 
is impossible to believe that Austria will listen to it, and 
Clarendon thinks that she would do ^vrong to consent to it, 
and that we should get into a scrape by being a party 
to it, as no reliance whatever can be placed on the good 
faith or honesty of France, who would deceive ns and ^^^tria, 
as she has often done before. 

Yesterday the Neapolitan exiles arrived at an hotel in 
Dover Street in several hack cabs, decorated with laurels, 
"anS’ preceded by a band of music. I did not see the men, 
but saw the empty cabs; there was no crowd. 

Nothing could be more uninteresting than the first even- 
ing of the debate on John RusaelFs Eesolutioiis last night* 
Lord March told me in the morning that the Governmeiit 
would certainly dissolve as soon as the Eesolutions ‘were 
carried. Every day makes the folly of Derby more apparent 
in bringing in any Reform Bill at all. 

March 24ith . — When I think of the Reform Bill of 1832, 
and compare the state of affairs at that time with that of the 
present time, nothing can be more extraordinary. Theil 
the interest was intense, the whole country in a fever of 
excitement, the Press rabid, the clamour for Reforhi all tut 
universal, party runniifg tremendously high, no doubt or 
hesitation about individual wishes and opinions, and each 



1869] 


DEBATE ON EEFOEM BILL. 


235 


camp perfectly united in itself, and full of energy and zeal. 
In this condition of the public mind and of politics the 
debates be^an and continued. This debate has begun and 
seems likely to continue, how differently ! There are neither 
zeal nor union on one side or the other, everybody is dissatis- 
, fied with the state of affairs, and nobody can see a satis- 
factory is^e from the general embarrassment. There have 
been two nights of debate, and as yet all the speaking has 
been one way, all on the anti-Reform side. John Russell 
was flat, and Stanley, who replied to him, actually read his 
speech, which, though it was much complimented by his 
own friends, seems to have been far from effective. Horsman 
made a very good speech the first night, and Bulwer Lytton 
spoke with great eloquence and effect on Tuesday, far better 
than anybody thought he could speak, and the Solicitor- 
General made a magnificent speech, in which he attacked John 
Russell with great vigour and complete success. The only 
tolerable speech on the Opposition side was Sidney Herbert’s. 
Nobody has the least idea what course the Government will 
take lif the three open to them, whether they will resign, 
dissolve, or go on with the second reading. The inference 
from Stanley’s speech was that they will dissolve, but Lytton 
and Cairns seemed anxious to do away with the impression 
that speech had made, and one is led to infer frpm wCat^ 
they said that the Government will most likely proceed to 
the second reading, which Tjould probably be their wisest 
and certainly their most popular course, H’he majority of 
those who are going to vote for the Resolutions do so un- 
willingly, and would have preferfed going into Committee, 
or to have fought* the battle on the Ikecond reading. As it is, 
if Government do not throw up their cards, the second reading 
is in my opinion sure to pass, and not improbably the Bill 
itself with greac alterations. 

• The state of foreign affairs is as untertain as ever. So 
incurable is the distrust of the Emperor Napoleon that the 
greatest Qoubts prevail whether he means peace or war, and 
whether even this Congress which 1^ is trying to bring about 
is not a mere dodge for the purpose of gaining time, and in 



236 


BEiaN OF QUEEN VICTOBIA. 


[Chap. XVII. 


order to extract out of it a plausible case for a complete 
breach with Austria. 

Gladstone is come back from Italy completely duped 
by Cavour, who has persuaded him that Piedmont has no 
amhlUon or aggresaive objecta, and that Auatria alone ia 
guilty of all the trouble in which the world has been 
plunged. He told this to Aberdeen, who treated his delu- 
sions and his credulity with the utmost scorn and contempt, 
but he is said to have found John Russell more credulous, 
and ready to accept Gladstone’s conviction^. 

March 26th , — The debate goes on, to the intense disgust 
of everybody, though enlivened by a few clever and telling 
speeches. But everybody is disgusted with the whole affair, 
from which all see that no good can come, and probably 
much mischief will ensue. The Government side continues 
to have the best of the debate, Horsman, who spoke for them, 
and Lytton and Cairns having been very superior to all the 
speakers on the other side. On Friday Palmerston spoke, 
with great vigour, but not much effect. His speech was very 
jaunty, but very insincere. When he said that he cordially 
supported the Resolutions of his noble friend, everybody 
knew that it was not true, that he really disapproved of them^ 
and that he only consented to go with Lord John in order to 
*5vilice his willingness to make up their political difference, 
and to lend himself to the reunion of all the Whig party ; but 
in his speech he said enough to show that there is not likely 
to be an entire or lasting agreement between them, and that 
the two Kings of Brentford will not long continue to smell at 
the same nosegay. The Opposition have been all along q-uite 
confident of victory on the Resolutions, and it has been im- 
possible to make sure of the intentions of the Government 
ill the event of their being beaten, as they have severally 
held such very different language on the point. 

But an incidepjt has occurred which is very likely to* 
extricate the Government from their difficulty, and of which 
I presume they will avail themselves. Owen Stanley (brother 
of Stanley of Alderley) the other night blurted out, without 
previous concert with anybody, a notice of a motion of want 
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of confidence in the event of the second reading not passing. 
The Opposition are unanimously disgusted at this piece of 
folly and meddling, while the Government are of course 
delighted at such a plank of safety being held out to them, 
and if they use it dexterously, they may completely defeat 
Lord John and Palmerston, and prolong their own tenure of 
office for ^ome time at least. 

April Isf. — The great debate came to an end last night. 
The majority was greater than either side expected, and 
the Government and their friends were sanguine to the last 
that they should win by a few votes.* Although there was a 
great deal of tedious speaking, it was on the whole a very 
able and creditable debate, and there were several very 
powerful speeches, but principally on the side of the minority. 
Gladstone’s was j)articularly good, and Dizzy’s replj^, with a 
very effective philippic against John Eassell, was exceedingly 
clever, and delivered with much dignity and in very good taste. 
Although the question of Reform was regarded with so much 
indifference, as the debate proceeded and party si^irit and 
emulation waxed hot, the interest and curiosity became 
intense. They have become still more intense to-day, and 
the town is in a state of feverish anxiety to know what is 
going to hapi)en, and, as usual on such occasions, there are 
a thousand reports, speculations, and guesses afloat. This ^ 
morning the prevalent idea was that they would resign, but 
this evening, and since^ Derby’s brief notice in the House of 
Lords, it is rather that the^ will dissolve.^ Certainly the 
Queen might vefy well refuse her consent to a dissolution if 
proposed to her, and this would of, course compel the Govern- 
ment to resign ;; but nobody kn^ws whether she wishes 
Derby to stay in, or would prefer to take the chance of form- 
ing another Ministry. I have no idea that happen what may 
she will send for Lord John Russell ; but no doubt she knows 
^1 that has recently passed between him and Palmerston, and 
about th< formation of another Government, and it is not 
impossibly' that she may shrink from being plunged into the 

* [The numhers were : for the second reading of the Bill 201, for Lord 
John Russell’s Resolutions 830 j majority against the Government 39.] j 
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diflBculties whicli would attend the attempts to form a Govern- 
ment in which they were to divide the power and authority 
between them. 

A^ril Ath , — The report yesterday was that Deiby does not 
mean to resign or dissolve, or to go on with the present Bill, 
but perhaps bring in a fresh one. As we shall hear it all 
this evening, it is useless to speculate on the subject. The 
Opposition are evidently puzzled what to do. I went to 
Kent House, where Lewis said the Government wore much 
mistaken if they imagined they should be left alone ; he did 
not know what would be done, but certainly they must look 
to be attacked in some shape or other. Granville in the 
evening took the opposite line, and said the best party game 
would be to let them alone. Nothing, however, will ever 
induce John Bussell to keep quiet. 

Clarendon came in, and we talked of foreign affiiirs. 
He thinks war inevitable, and that the French are only gain- 
ing time to complete their preparations. I said I thought 
Cowley had been duped by the Emperor, but he thought not. 
Cowley had all along seen all the objections to the proposed 
Congress and suspected the arriere pemce of it, but feid it 
was impossible when proposed to object to it, as the Emperor 
would put forward such a refusal as a pretext, and say that it 
would have prevented war. Two years ago he had a reliance 
upon thh Emperor which he had no longer; that he was 
completely changed now from what he was, and it was diffi- 
cult to know what he really n^eant, and when he was sin- 
cere or the reverse. Clarendon told us he diad lately seep 
Marliani, an old acquaintance of his, a Spanish Liberal and 
friend of Cavour’s. Marjiani said that the Italian question 
was ill understood in England, and he had come over for the 
express purpose of seeing Clarendon and talking it over with 
him, and putting before him a paper he had written upon it* 
The conversation was curious. Clarendon told him he was 
quite mistaken if be thought the Government or any other 
Government could take any part at variance with Ijtie exiEit- 
ing treaties, or that the ^country would allow them to do so, 
even if inclined. He then asked him what his friend Cavour 



1850J 


M. DE CAVOUE’S POLICY. 


239 


meant to do in the dilemma in which he had got himself 
and his country, and expressed very strong opinions on his 
conduct. Marliani replied that it was not quite just to 
censure Cavour with such severity, and without considering 
his position, that during his whole life his most ardent 
desire and fixed idea was that of purging Italy of the 
•Austrians and aggrandising his own country, and now when 
he saw before him the probable realisation of his fond hopes, 
that he was backed up and encouraged by the master of 
300,000 men in the game he was playing, and taught to 
rely upon that aid,"* could it be wondered at that he should 
yield to the seduction ? Clarendon asked what would happen 
if the Emperor proved faithless to him, as he had done to 
others, and in what position Cavour would find himself. 
Marliani replied that he had no hesitation in telling him 
what he thought need not be a secret, at least to him, as he 
was sure Cavour would tell Clarendon himself if he saw him, 
and that Cavour had fully made up his mind what to do. If 
the Emperor ended bj^ throwing over the Italian cause and 
refused to go to war, Cavour would resign, the King would 
abdicate, and the whole correspondence with all the Emperor’s 
letters (of which they had an immense number) would be 
published and circulated over all Europe to show the base- 
ness and perfidy of the man in whom they had trusted, and 
to force him to hide his head from the indignation a/ld con- 
tempt of the world. Everything indicates that, whether 
from feai of this vindictive eJtplosion or because he thinks 
it^ his policy, he is hastening his preparations, has renewed 
his engagements to Cavour, and that he means to go to war 
as soon as he can. 
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CHAPTER XVm. 

The Government determine to dissolve the Parliament — Apathy of the 
Country — Hopes and Fears as to the War — The Congress a Trick* -- 
Disraeli on the approaching^ Elections — War declared — Mr. Greville 
resigns the Clerkship of the Council — Result of the Elections — Mistakes 
of the Austrian Government — Policy of the Opposition — Reconciliation 
of Lord Palmerston and Lord John Russell — The Reconciliation doubt- 
ful — ^Meeting of the Liberal Party — Resolution of the Meeting — Debato 
on the Resolution of Want of Confidence — Defeat of Ministers — l^prd 
Derby resigns — Lord Granville sent for by the Queen — Lord Granville 
does not form a Government — Lord Palmerston sent for — Lord 
Palmerston’s Second Administration — The Queen confers the Garter on 
Lord Derby — Successful Progress of the French in Italy — Causes of Lord 
Granville's Failure — Lord John claims the Foreign Office — Lord Claren- 
don declines to take Office — Lord Clarendon's Interview with the Queen 
— Mr, Cobden declines to take Office — The Armistice of Villafranca-^ 
Peace concluded — The Terms of Peace — Position of the Pope — Disap- 
pointment of Italy — Conference of the Emperors — Alleged Sensi^vene6s 
of the liimperor Napoleon — Details of the AVar — A A'isit to Ireland — ■ 
Irish National Education — Dublin — Howtli Castle — W’^oterford — Killar- 
ney — Return from Ireland — Numerous Cabinets — A Dispute with China 
— Lord Palmerston and Lord John Russell — Lord Clarendon at Osbomo 
— Spain and Morocco — The Due d’Aumale — ^Perplexity of the Emperor 
Napoleon — The Emperor Napoleon and the * Times.’ 

April 1th, 1859. — The dl^termination of the Govern- 
ment, announced in both Houses on Monday evening, took 
the world by surprise. NTobody thought there would be a 
dissolution. Derby’s speech was very bad, much below his 
usual level. The attack on John Eussell which formed a 
chief part of it was merely a rechauffe of that of Disraeli, 
but very inferior to it in every respect. Disraeli in the 
other House spoke much better, and with more taste ai^il 
temper. The Opposition leaders are evidently much taken 
aback; the Derby ites assert that they have reason to expect 
a gain of forty votes, but nobody believes it. Many think 
a much more Badical *'and an angry Parliament will be 
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returned, but there is no excitement, and it seems to me 
more probable that those are right who think the relative 
proportions will not be materially altered. The Whig chiefs 
are very aiigfy with John Russell for committing himself as 
he did on Monday night by his speech and announcement 
of his own plan of Reform. Great attempts were made to 
‘dissuade hyn from doing this, but he would not listen to 
reason. Palmerston made a speech clearly indicative of 
disagreement with Lord John, though with a semblance of 
union. The Resoli^tions on one side and the Dissolution on 
the other have both been great faults, of which the mis- 
chievous consequences inaj’^ be very serious, but which cannot 
be made manifest till we see the result of the election. 

A;pril Ihtli . — I have been reading over to George Lewis 
my account of what took place about the Reform Bill of 
1832, to assist him in reviewing that period of history, and 
in so doing it is impossible not to be struck with the contrast 
between the public excitement which prevailed then and 
the apathy and absence of interest which we witness now. 
At every general election there is a great deal of bustle, 
activity, party zeal, and contention, but there are not more 
of these now than on ordinary occasions, if anything less. 
Both parties are confident that they shall gain, and the 
Derbyites are making great efforts, and have collected a very 
large sum of money, Derby has given 20,000Z. to the fund, 
but candidates are slacken coming forward with the prospect 
of the new Parliament not lastfng many montjis. The ques- 
tion of peace or l^ar is still in abeyance, but inclines rather 
towards war; the public securities oscillate like a barometer, 
and people are pujzled and unable tq form any opinion. 

April 20^^. — The long promised statements were made in 
both Houses on Monday night, but they told us nothing 
that was not already known, and merely expressed hopes 
tJjgLt war might still be averted. Disraeli in the Commons 
was more sanguine than Malmesbury and Derby in the 
Lords, ejarendon and Derby both made excellent speeches, 
the former particularly ; all he said w^s sound and true. The 
most striking thing in both Houses ’^as the extreme caution 

VOL. II. R 
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and reserve of the speakers on both sides, and particularly 
their reticence and forbearance about France. Not one 
word of blame of the Emperor of the French ; no more about 
him, his sayings and doings, than about the* Emperor of 
Eussia, or than if he had had nothing whatever to do with 
the present state of things. This was probably politic, but 
it was lamentable and disgraceful that we should^Jbe obliged/ 
or think ourselves obliged, to abstain from speaking the 
truth, for fear of offending this rascally adventurer, who by 
the egregious folly and cowardice of the ^French nation has 
been invested with such an awful power of mischief, and 
whom neither fear nor shame deters from pursuing his own 
wicked ends at the expense of any amount of misery and 
desolation which he may inflict upon mankind. One cannot 
help contrasting the extreme delicacy and forbearance ex- 
hibited towards him with the violence and abuse which were 
directed against the Emperor Nicholas in 1854. 

I met Disraeli yesterday afternoon, when he told me they 
had got such satisfactory news from the Continent tliat he 
considered the afPair as virtually settled and the danger at 
an end. God grant it may be so, but I am far from being 
satisfied that the danger is over. On the eve of great 
resolutions, and as the moment of taking an irrevocable step 
draws ^ncar, the actors in great events have generally some 
misgivings, and pause upon thfe brink, and so probably will 
these quasi-belligerents do now ; but I believe the concessions 
which France expresses herself willing to make to our en- 
treaties to be a part of her game. Clarendon or Derby S9>id 
that if Cowley had been allowed to work out his purpose of 
mediation, probably all would have been settled, and that 
the proposition of Eussia for a Congress had been mischiev- 
ous, and only involved the question in fresh doubt and delay. 
But it appears evident that this was a French trick, and that 
Eussia proposed the Congress at the instigation of Frai^^gp, 
who sought it for the purpose of delay, and most likely in 
order to extract from it a plausible cause of quarr/^l. Darby 
in his speech attributed a great deal to the menacing and 
disturbing speech of the King of Sardinia in opening his 



1859] 


MR. DISRAELI’S EXPECTATIONS. 


243 


Chambers, but nobody said a word of iN'apoleon’s sortie to the 
Austrian Minister on the 1 st January, nor was any allusion 
made to various important facts which were well known to 
many people in both Houses. No reproaches were cast upon 
Sardinia, but a good many upon Austria ; no comment made 
upon the flagrant breach by Sardinia of the treaties existing 
between hetr and Austria, and of the forbearance of the latter 
in not making that breach a casus helli, as she might well 
have done. 

I went to a Council on Monday for the prorogation, when 
I had some conversation with Disraeli, and asked him what 
his real belief was as to their prospects in the election. He 
said there was so much luck in these matters that it was 
difiicult to speak positively, but that he had endeavoured to 
ascertain the true probabilities of the result, and his conclu- 
sion was that 'if they had luck they should gain sixty votes ; 
and what, I asked, if there was no luck on one side or the 
other ? Then, he said, they should gain forty. 1 told him the 
Opposition calculators did not believe the Government would 
gain a| all, or at most not above eight or ten, if so many, and 
asked if he was confident they should gain from twenty to 
thirty anyhow. He said from the day of their talcing office 
they had looked forward to a dissolution, that their organi- 
sation was excellent, they had plenty of candidates |bnd of 
money, and he was quite confident they should gain that 
number and more ; he added that there was in no part of 
the country tl^e slightest deSire for Iteforna, and he had 
alljered the addrJss he had first intended to put forth, in 
consequence of finding what the prevailing sentiment was on 
that question. I suppose they hold •this language to justify 
their dissolution, for it is difficult to believe they can really 
expect such results, or that their opponents, who toll such a 
different story, can be so completely mistaken. 

April 24^/i, Ne'wmarhet. — Disraeli’s ^ information on 
Tuesday Ijfst, when I met him at Lady Jersey’s, might well 
hafe warmnted me in believing that no war would take 
place, but I have never been able t# persuade myself that 
this calamity would be averted, and it appears that my 
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apprehensions were well founded, for now the die seems to 
be really cast, and at the moment when I am writing it 
is probably actually declared and begun. Though Austria 
is perfectly justified in declining to wait any longer while 
France is maturing her preparations, and cannot justly be 
blamed for bringing the affair to a crisis, she is certain to be 
exposed to every sort of obloquy and misrepresentations even 
in this country, and of course much more in France. 

April 27th , — On Monday we heard that the Austrians 
had sent their ultimatum to Sardinia,^ and there was a 
complete panic in the City. Yesterday we were informed 
that she had given fourteen days’ grace to Sardinia, and 
everything was up again. But this morning we were un- 
deceived, and found this latter report had no foundation. 
Meanwhile the clamour against Austria has been senseless 
and disgraceful ; nothing could be more unworthy than 
Derby’s allusion to her in his speech at the Mansion House 
dinner on Monday. It was a claptrap, and meant to obtain 
popularity and assist the Ministerial interest at the election. 
Nothing has ever disgusted me more tlian to see the readi- 
ness with which everybody finds fault with Austria, and the 
care with which the}’’ avoid any notice of France, not, how- 
ever, that this can or will last. What sort of relations we 
shall (jontinue to have with France I cannot imagine. We 
have been treated in a manner which puts an end to the 
possibility of any amicable feelings between the two countries. 
We can never trust the Eihperor again, and must take 
measures for our own security as best we m4y ; but unhappily 
the Indian war has so materially diminished our pow^r and 
absorbed our resources, «and France has so, enormously gained 
upon us in point of naval strength, that we are not in a con- 
dition to hold the language and play the part that befit 
the dignity and the honour of the country. We can revile 
Austria with impunity, for we know that we are in no dai\g^r 
of an attack from her, but, on the contrary, that ^he has so 
much need of our good will that she will endure our taunts 
and reproaches, and not quarrel with us even in words. It 
was a prophetic saying of Mackintosh forty years ago at 
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Eoehampton that it remained to be proved whether the 
acquisition of our Indian Empire was in reality a gain to us, 
and we must hope that the remark will not be illustrated 
in our days by seeing England herself placed in danger by 
her exertions to retain or reconquer India, whose value is 
so problematical and of which nothing is certain but the 
immense labour and cost of her retention. 

May lUh , — Another severe fit of the gout, principally in 
the right hand, has prevented my writing a line for the last 
fortnight, during -v^hich war has broken out, and the general 
election has been begun and ended, and, what is most im- 
portant to myself, I have resigned my ofiice. Hitherto the 
war and the election have equally disappointed the ex- 
pectations they gave rise to. The Austrians committed a 
blunder in plunging into the war, and have not taken the 
only advantage such a measure seemed to promise, viz. that 
of overpowering the Sardinians before the French could 
join them, and now nobody can make out what their tactics 
are, or when and where the contest will begin in earnest. 
Meanwhile toe are taking an imposing attitude of armed and 
prepared neutrality. Disraeli’s anticipated sixty votes have 
dwindled down to a gain of twenty, but Malmesbury told 
Cowley that they should have force sufficient to maintain 
their ground, which I see their opponents do not believe. 

May 17th , — The elections are nearly if not quite over,, 
and, as well as can be collected from the conflicting calcula- 
tions of the rival parties, they present a gainjof nearly thirty 
for the Governfiient, With this they evidently hope and 
their# opponents fear they will be able to go on at least to 
the end of the session, and I incline to think so likewise. 
Their Government is miserably weak and incapable, their 
numbers respectable, but their staff deplorable. It is ex- 
pected they will propose to Lord Elgin to take Ly tton’s place. 
Uhe general election has been eminently satisfactory in this, 
that it h;:is elicited the completely Conservative spirit of the 
coftntry. •Palmerston, who predicted that the consequence 
would be a large increase of Radical strength, has been 
altogether mistaken. It may be added (whether this is a 
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good or an evil) that it has also manifested the indifference 
of the country to all parties and to all political ties and 
connexions. In the last general election the cry was all 
for Palmerston, in this there has been no cry for anybody, 
neither for Palmerston nor Derby, and less than all for John 
Eussell or Bright. And yet John Eussell is flattering himself 
he shall have an opportunity of forming a Gove3:nment, and 
talks of his regret at being obliged to leave out so many of 
his friends. It is remarkable that the Catholics have sup- 
ported the Government, and that they ^lave done so under 
orders from Eome. Archbishop Cullen is there, and has 
signified to the priests the pleasure of the Pope that the 
Derby Government should be supported. Clarendon told me 
this yesterday, and that the reason is because they think this 
Government more favourably inclined to Austria than any 
other, especially than either Palmerston or John Eussell would 
be. The Papal Government have never forgiven the Whigs 
for the Ecclesiastical Titles Bill, and this accounts for the 
otherwise strange support given by the Catholics to those 
who have always been their bitterest enemies. 

The war still languishes, and nobody can make out what 
the Austrian plans are. A great sensation has been made 
by the retirement of Buol and the appointment of Eechberg. 
The first report was that it was a sacrifice made to appease 
the resentment of Eussia, but Clarendon told me yesterday 
he did not believe this, but that it w,as rather to satisfy some 
of the German Powers whoin Buol had deeply offended. 
Nothing could have exceeded the stupid bliimdering and mas- 
conduct of the Austrian Government during the la^^t few 
critical weeks, and thek want of tact to'vrards Prussia and 
the German Powers. The Archduke Albrecht was sent to 
Germany for the purpose of stirring up the German Powers, 
and professedly to procure such a demonstration as should 
be the means of j^reventing war, and then, while the Ar^j^h- 
duke was still at Berlin, they blurted out their ultimatum 
(which was a declaration of war) without letting Pruarsia 
know what they were about. The Archduke was obliged to 
declare his own ignorance of the intentions of his Govera** 
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ment, and Prussia consequently to announce lier disappro- 
bation of the measure and to signify the same to France, 
which was just what suited the Emperor Louis Napoleon. I 
hear also that his departure from Paris was accelerated by 
the necessity of repairing as speedily as possible to the seat 
of war, in order to quiet the dissensions and quarrels which 
were already raging between the French generals. Not a 
very promising beginning of the campaign. This used to 
be the case formerly in the great Napoleon’s lime wherever 
he was not j)rese\^t. His presence silenced these quarrels, 
but it remains to be seen whether this man will have equal 
authority over unruly subordinates, who cannot possibly 
regard him with the same deference with which the old 
marshals loolced up to their mighty master. 

May 24}th . — The elections arc all over, and the Opposi- 
tion leaders are already busy in devising the means of 
attacking the Government. On Friday Palmerston went 
to Pembroke Lodge, and had a long conference with John 
Pussell. On Sunday there was a gathering there, attended by 
Granville, George Lewis, Charles Wood, and probably others. 
The question ini mediately to be decided is whether an 
Amendment shall or not be moved to the Address. A very 
nice point of political strategy. The Whig leaders are im- 
patient to drive the Government to resignation, without, as 
I believe, knowing how they are to form a Government 
likely to be durable s^nd strong. As matters stand, the 
Government appear to be to(J strong to be .driven out, and 
not strong enough to count upon staying in. A greater fix 
can hardly be seen. . 

May 26th . — ^Palmerston and ^hn Eussell have now 
made up all their differences, and have come to a complete 
understanding and agreement on all points, so that the 
schism may be considered at an end. Upon Reform, upon 
&reign policy, upon the mode of opposition, they are fully 
agreed, and even upon their respective personal pretensions. 
Both are resolved not to quit the House of Commons, and 
Lord John himself says that the question of the Primacy 
must be determined by the Queen lierself, and that whom- 
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^irer site may send for and charge with the formation of a 
Government must necessarily be Premier. There is not much 
doubt that this will be Palmerston, but what post Lord John 
would require for himself I have not heard. It inay possibly 
be the Foreign Office, which Palmerston could hardly refuse 
to him, particularly as they are agreed on foreign policy, 
and Clarendon is not inclined to share their opinion. This 
reconciliation will be very favourable to Granville’s preten- 
sions, and secure to him the lead of the House of Lords, and 
not improbably, at some not very distai^t day, lead to his 
being Prime Minister. In this age of political Methuselahs 
it is an enormous advantage to be little more than forty 
years old. This state of affairs I heard at Brooks’s from 
the Duke of Bedford. It was Lord John who took the ini- 
tiative in their approaches to each other. He wrote to 
Palmerston, on which Palmerston repaired to Pembroke 
Lodge, where they had a long conversation, with the result 
aforesaid. Soon afterwards I met Disraeli in the street. 
He did not appear to me to be in very high spirits, and 
talked of the position and chances of his Government with- 
out any expressions of confidence, though without despon- 
dence. He said he hoped that they would move an Amend- 
ment to the Address, as it was better to fight it out at once 
• and bring the question of strength to a crisis. 

May 29^/i. — It seems not unlikely that the Government 
may be after all relieved from the immediate danger of an 
Amendment by the divisions amongst the Opposition, or 
rather between the rival leaders. After all 1 was told of tbse 
meeting between Palmerston and Lord John, and the agree- 
ment they had come tot on all the important points, I was 
astonished at hearing on Friday evening that everything 
was again thrown into uncertainty because Lord John would 
not say what he intended to do. On the important question 
of who should be ^ Premier he would make no frank stai^?. 
ment. He had, indeed, before said that the Queen must 
decide it, and the man she sent for would naturally be at 
the head of the Government; but he refused to say whether, 
supposing Palmerston to’ be sent for, he would take office with 
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and under him, or even whether he would sit in the Hou^e 
of Commons on or behind the Treasury Bench — in short he 
would give no clear and positive assurance of his intentions. 
This is naturally very disgusting to the Whigs, and throws 
everything into doubt and confusion. The Duke of Bedford 
^ is to go down to him and tell him the plain truth, which no 
one else w«uld venture to do, pointing out to him the eflPect 
of his conduct on the sentiments of the Liberal party and on 
his own jiosition, with regard to which his conduct is inde- 
fensible and suicidal. It remains to be seen whether any 
effect will be produced on his mind, but in any case no- 
thing can look more hopeless than it does, or promise 
worse for the future. Even though Lord John should con- 
sent to act under Palmerston (and nobody expects that it is 
Lord John for whom the Queen would send), there seems 
little hope of any cordial or lasting union between them, or 
of his being satisfied with anj" position in which he might 
consent to place himself, for his mind is evidently in a sour 
and jaundiced state. The majority of the Whig and Liberal 
party who are come up full of resentment from the elections 
are certainly desirous of attacking the Government, but there 
is a considerable number of them who are averse to joining 
in any vote of want of confidence, or any other move which 
may turn the Government out without first being fissured 
that another Government can be formed, and that the union 
is sufficiently com^dete to promise that such new Government 
would be strong enough to maintain itself when formed. 

June — As I was at Epsom every day this week, I 
have heard nothing of what has been going on, except the 
fact that there i^ to be a great meeting of the Liberals at 
Willis’s Booms this afternoon, called by a list of people which 
includes Palmerston and Lord John and Milner Gibson, 
whose signature betokens the assent of the Badicals to the 
oi^ct of it, which I conclude to be an agreement as to the 
attack to, be made on the Government to-morrow, and certain 
explanations as to the intentions and sentiments of the Whig 
leaders. I see that there are many dissentients from the 
course that is going to be adopted, many who think this 
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attempt to oust the Government at once neither patriotic 
nor politic. Without any very decided opinion, or the means 
of forming one, I am rather inclined to think that it would 
be better to leave them alone, and to trust to tlieir furnish- 
ing good cause for turning them out, as they probably will 
do. The Government does not appear to be obnoxious to^ 
any serious reproach and objection, except abou^! their mis- 
management of foreign affairs. But it is very questionable 
whether another Government might not give us a policy 
equally or still more mischievous. 

June 7th . — The meeting of the Opposition yesterday at 
Willises Booms went off as well as they could expect or desire. 
The two leaders gave the required assurances that each 
would serve under the other, in the event of either being sent 
for. There was a general concurrence in the plan of attack- 
ing the Government at once, in which even Bright and 
Ellice joined, the former disclaiming any desire for ofl&ce in 
his own person, but claiming it for his friends. The result 
promised is that with very few exceptions all the opponents 
or quasi-opponents of the Government will unite in support- 
ing the vote of want of confidence, and they are very con- 
fident of success. On the other hand, the Derbyites do not 
despair of having a majority, and they comfort themselves 
with tl?e certainty that the division must be so close, that 
the successful Whigs will be able to form no Government 
which will have a certain workings majority, and, not im- 
possibly, that the majority itself may be turned into a 
minority by the events of the re-elections. This is not ve^fy 
probable, and it is rather more likely that if Palmerston 
forms a Government, he will have the .support of a good 
many of those who will vote with the Government, as long as 
they remain in. There were, however, some rather ominous 
manifestations made at this meeting. It seemed to be 
agreed that the new Government should embrace not oi£y 
Whigs and Peelites, but ‘ advanced Liberals,’ i.e. the followers 
of Bright, and this, besides introducing the seeds of disunibn, 
will probably frighten ’jaway the Liberal Conservatives, who 
would like to support Palmerston, inasmuch as a Government 
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«c> formed would afford little security for the maintenance of 
Conservative measures. Then Palmerston in no ambiguous 
terms announced his pro-Gallican sympathies, and the neu- 
trality he declared for in every possible case which he could 
contemplate, together with his desire for a cordial union 
with Prance, can mean nothing but that under his rule 
England should look quietly on while Prance crushes Austria, 
and accomplishes all her ambitious and revolutionary objects. 
That this policy will be hateful to many who will be his 
colleagues cannot J)e doubted, but what is doubtful is whether 
those who will object to it will have virtue and firmness enough 
to decline office rather than be parties to such a policy. 

June 9th , — There is great excitement about this debate 
and the probable division, and equal confidence on both sides 
of a majority. The Opposition is the favourite, but their 
friends will not lay any odds. Everybody says it must be 
very close, and on either side the majority will not exceed ten. 
On the first night Disraeli made a capital speech, and nobody 
else on their side would speak at all. This was a sort of 
manoeuvre and attempt to bring about a division that night, 
for they found out that seventeen of the Opposition had not 
taken their seats, which would have secured a ma jority to the 
Government. The Whigs therefore refused to divide, and 
put up one man after another to keep the debate ojjpn, and 
eventually obtained an adjournment. Palmerston’s speech 
was in accordance with his declaration at Willis’s, and with 
bis ancient practice ; it was violently pro-Prench and anti- 
Austrian, and it*was full of gross falsehoods and misrepre- 
sentations, which he well knew to* be such. In his seventy- 
fifth year, and playing the last act t)f his political life, he is 
just what he always was. 

June 12ih , — After a not very remarkable debate, the 
division yesterday morning gave a majority of thirteen to the 
^position, which was more than either sid® expected.^ Derby 
resigned at ek’^en o’clock, and the Queen immediately after 

• ft 

^ [The Amendment to the Address, impl^iing a want of confidence in 
Ministers, was moved by the Marquis of Ilartington. The votes on the 
division w^re : For the amendment 323, against it 310.] 
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marked her sense of his conduct bj sending him an extra 
Garter in an autograph letter. Much to his own surprise she 
sent for Granville (and for nobody else) and charged him with 
the formation of a Government. What passed between Her 
Majesty and him I know not, but he accepted the commission 
and has been busy about it ever since. How he is to deal 
with Palmerston and Lord John, and to make such a project 
palatable to^them I cannot imagine. What the Queen has 
done is a very significant notice to them of her great 
reluctance to have either of them at the head of affairs, and 
it cannot but be very mortifying to them to be invited to 
accept office under a man they have raised from the ranks, 
and who is young enough to be son to either, and almost to 
be grandson of the elder of the two. Nor will the mortifica 
tion be less, after they have both so publicly avowed their 
expectations that one or other of them must be sent for, and 
their having, in what they consider a spirit of self-sacrifice, 
consented to serve under each other, but without ever saying 
or dreaming that it could be necessary to say they would 
take office under any third party. Nobody, indeed, has ever 
thought of the possibility of any but one of them being 
called upon by Her Majesty, and the only question has been 
which it would be. 

Junfi IWi , — Lord Granville told me yesterday evening 
what had passed, and that his mission was at an end, and 
Palmerston engaged in forming a Government. The account 
of it all appears in the ‘ Times ’ this morning quite correctly. 
Granville was rather disappointed, but took it gaily enough, 
and I think he must have been aware from the first of the 
extreme difficulty of his forming a Goveimment which was 
to include these two old rival statesmen. Palmerston had 
the wisdom to accede at once to Granville’s proposal, probably 
foreseeing that nothing would come of Granville’s attempt, 
and that he would have all the credit of his complaisant 
and obtain the prize after all. The transaction has been a 
veiy advantageous one for Granville, and will inevrtably lead 
sooner or later to his gaining the eminence which he has 
only just missed now, which would have been full of difficulties 
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atid future embarrassments at tbe present time, but will be 
comparatively easy hereafter. Lord John’s conduct will not 
serve to ingratiate him with the Queen, nor increase his 
popularity \^ith the country,^ 

June 2Qth , — All the time that the formation of the new 
Government was going on I was at a cottage near Windsor 
* for the As^ot races, and consequently I heard nothing of the 
secret proceedings connected with the selection of those who 
come in, and the exclusion of those who belonged to Palmer- 
ston’s last Govern^pent, nor have I as yet heard what passed 
on the subject.^ The most remarkable of the exclusions is 
Clarendon’s, who I was sure, when the Foreign Office was 
seized by John Kussell, would take nothing else; and of the 
admissions, Gladstone’s, who has never shown any good will 
towards Palmerston, and voted with Derby in the last division. 
This Government in its composition is curiously, and may 
prove fatally, like that which Aberdeen formed in 1852, of a 
very Peelite complexion, and only with a larger proportion 

^ [It was tlift refusal of Lord Joliii Russell to serve under Lord Gran- 
ville which rendered the formation of aGahinet hy that statesman impossible. 
At the same time Lord John Russell expressed his willinf^ness to serve 
under Lord Palmerston on condition of his taking the department of 
Foreign Affairs.] 

[Lord Palmerston’s second Administration consisted of the following 
members : — 

First Lord of the Treasury . . Viscount Palmerston 

Lord Chancellor . Lord Campbell 

Lord President . • # • . Farl Granville 

Lord Priv> Seal .... Duke of Argjdl 
Chancellor of the Exchequer . . Mr. Gladstone 

Home Secretary . . . , . Sir George C. Lewis 

Foreign Secretary . . . .^ Lord John Russell 

Colonial Secfetary . . . .’ Duke of Newcastle 

War Secretary . . . . Mr. Sidney Herbert 

Iiidiitn Secretary . . . .Sir Charles Wood 

Duchy of Lancaster . . .Sir George Grey 

Postmaster-General . . . Earl of Elgin 

Admiralty Dukc,of Somerset 

Board of Trade .... Mr. Milner Gibson 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland . . Earl of Carlisle 

IrSh Secretary .... Mr. Cardwell 
This Administration lasted until the death of Dbrd Palmerston on October 18, 
186G.1 
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of Eadicals, though not enough, it is said, to satisfy their 
organs, and Bright is displeased that he has not been more 
consulted, and probably at office not having been more 
pressed upon him. It is still very doubtful whether Cobden 
will accept the place offered to him. 

The Tories are full of rancour, and express great confi- 
dence that this Government will not last, and tha^they shall 
all be recalled to power before the end of the year. Derby 
had a large gathering at Salisbury’s house, when he made 
them a speech recommending union an(| moderation, the 
first of which recommendations they seem more likely to 
adopt than the second. The affair of his Garter was in this 
wise. On resigning he wrote to the Queen and besought 
her to bestow Bed Eibands on Malmesbury and Pakington. 
She wrote him an answer acceding to his request, and adding 
that she could not allow him to retire a second time from 
her service without conferring upon him a mark of her sense 
of his services, and she therefore desired him to accept the 
Garter, though none was vacant. He told me this, and said 
it was the only way in which he could have taken it, as he 
never should have given it to himself, and I believe if a 
vacancy had occurred he meant to have given it to the 
Duke of Hamilton. 

While we ha,ve been settling our Government for good 
or for evil, the war has continued to pursue its course of 
uninterrupted success of the Allies^ and unless something 
almost miraculous should occur, the Austrian dominion in 
Italy may be considered as at an end. The sentiments 
people here are of a very mixed and almost contradictory 
character, for they are on the whole anti-Austrian, anti- 
Preneh, and though more indulgent than they deserve to the 
Sardinians, not favourable to them. The most earnest and 
general desire is that we should keep out of the melee, and 
any termination of the war would be hailed with gladnqg|t, 
because we should thereby be relieved from our apprehen- 
sions of being involved in it. We should not be sorry to eee 
the Austrians driven oat of Italy for good and all, though 
most people would regret that the Emperor Louis Napoleon 
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should be triumphant, and that such a course of perfidy, 
falsehood, and selfish ambition should be crowned with 
success, i The Austrians deserve their fate, for nothing can 
exceed the folly of their conduct, first in rushing into the 
war, and thereby playing the whole game of their adversaries, 
and secondly in placing in command men evidently incapable, 
•and who Jbave committed nothing but blunders since the 
first day of the campaign. 

June 27 th . — Yesterday I went to Kent House, where I 
found Clarendon and his sister alone, and we had a long 
talk, in the course of which he told me all that had passed 
(especially with regard to himself) about the formation of 
the Government. Although he spoke very good-naturedly 
about Granville and his abortive attempt, I saw clearly that 
he thought Granville had been in the wrong to undertake it, 
and that he ought at once to have told the Queen it was 
im^jossible, and have declined it. Though Palmerston had 
given a qualified consent to act with him, it was with evident 
reluctance, and he had guarded it by saying it must be 
subject to his approbation of the way in which the Govern- 
ment was composed. Lord John’s consent was still more 
qualified, and he annexed to it a condition which at once 
put an end to the attempt. This was, as I had suspected, 
that he should be leader of the House of Commons. To 
this Palmerston refused to agree, and so the whole tiling fell 
to the ground. Granville, by Clarendon’s advice, at once 
reported his failure to the Qu^en, gave her ;^o advice as to 
whom she should send for, and of her own accord she sent 
for Palmerston. 

Previously to this, and I think before the vote, Palmerston 
and Clarendon had discussed the probability of Palmerston’s 
forming a Government, when Palmerston told him he should 
expect him to return to the Foreign Office. As soon as 
l^glmerston had been with Her Majesty, he went off to Pem- 
broke Lodge, and saw Lord John; told him all that had 
happened, and that he would of course take any office he 
pleased. Lord J ohn said, ^ I take the Foreign Office.’ Palmer- 
ston said he had contemplated putting Clarendon there again. 
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^niimerating his reasons and Clarendon’s claims/ but^tfeat if 
he insisted on the Foreign Office as a right, he must have it. 
Lord John said, ^ I do insist on it,’ and so it was settled. 

I ought to have inserted that when Palmerston and 
Clarendon talked the matter over at first, Clarendon begged 
him not to think of him, and that if, as was probable, John 
Eussell desired the Foreign Office, he must give jit him, for 
if he did not, or even made any difficulty, an immediate 
breach would be the consequence, and John Russell would 
get up a case against Palmerston which would be very em- 
barrassing. Palmerston at first said he should certainly 
insist on Clarendon’s not being put aside to please Lord 
John, but in the end Clarendon persuaded him not to ad- 
here to that resolution. After all was settled there was 
a small gathering at Cambridge House, when Palmerston 
told Clarendon that he might have the choice of any other 
office, but Clarendon replied that he was not conversant with 
Colonial, Indian, or War affairs, and he would not take an 
office for which there would be many candidates, while he 
much preferred being out, and Palmerston would not have 
half offices enough to satisfy the demands for them. Palmer- 
ston said he would not take this as his last word, and the 
next day the Queen sent for Clarendon, by Palmerston’s own 
^ desire, to try and persuade him to take office. He went to 
Buckingham Palace and had an audience, or rather interview, 
of three hours with Her Majesty and the Prince, in which 
she treated him with the mo«t touching kindness and con- 
fidence, and exhausted all her powers of per?uasion to indupe 
him to join the Government, but he was firm and would not. 
She then said, in the eveut of a vacancy of the Foreign Office, 

^ You must promise mo you will take it,’ to which he replied, 

‘ Your Majesty knows I would do anything in the world for 
your service ; but you must allow me, in any case which may 
occur, to exercise my own discretion under the circumstances, 
and to rest assured that I shall in every case be actuated 
solely by a desire to do what is best for your Majesty, ^nd 
most conducive to yoiy: pleasure and interest.’ The Queen 
talked to Clarendon of ‘ the publication in the ‘ Times ’ with 
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miictij^ignati^n, and said, ^ Whom am I to trust? ‘ These 
were* my own very words/ Clarendon, however, endeavoured 
to^ convince her that the article had in fact (however inde- 
corous it might appear) been eminently serviceable to her, 
inasmuch as it negatived any suspicion of intrigue or under- 
hand dealing in any quarter, and represented her own conduct 
“in a man^mr to excite universal approbation. He dilated 
on this in a way which made great impression both on the 
Prince and on her, and ultimately satisfied her that all had 
been for the best, thereby acting a very good-natured part 
and a very wise one. 

July 4:th, — Cobden has declined to take office, though 
he was advised by his friends to accept, and he approves 
of Milner Gibson and Charles Villiers having joined the 
Government. The reasons he gives are that he has always 
been a strenuous opponent of Palmerston, and that his con- 
duct will be liable to reproach in taking office under him, 
that he has been the advocate of economy and low establish- 
ments, and would find himself obliged to act very incon- 
sistently, or to oppose his colleagues in a policy respect- 
ing which popular opinion would be against him ; but he 
expresses great satisfaction with Palmerston, who he says is 
a much better fellow than he was aware of, and he means to- 
give the Government all the support in his power. These 
reasons do not seem sufficient for his not joining, wttich he 
had better have done. Granville laments Clarendon’s having 
declined to take office as a Secretary of State, and that he will 
nc't be in the Ccibinet to throw into the scale of foreign 
policy his political weight. I said 1 knew nothing of his 
motives, but assuming that he did, not see foreign affairs 
in the same light as Palmerston and John Russell, he would 
be placed in an awkward position before long. Granville 
said this might be true, but he thought before very long he 
w^ld be at the Foreign Office again. What he meant by 
that I do not kr'ow. 

vJidy 12‘th- — On Friday morning the world Avas electrified 
by reading in the ‘Times’ that ap armistice had been 
agreed upon between the belligerent Emperors in Italy, 

VOL. II. s 
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and tlie subsequent announcement that they were to have 
a personal meeting yesterday morning, and tbe armistice to 
last for five weeks (till August 15), led to a pretty general 
conclusion that peace would be the result.^ The Stock Ex- 
change take the same view, for everywhere and in all securities 
there has been a great rise. I saw George Lewis on Sunday 
and asked him if the Government had any intelligence, when" 
he told me that the only thing, besides what had appeared 
in the papers, was that France had proposed to us to inter- 
pose our mediation on the basis of Austria giving up every- 
thing, and Prussia had made the same proposal on the 
basis of Austria giving up nothing, both which proposals 
we had very naturally declined. 

July l^th . — We had scarcely had time to begin discussing 
and speculating on the probable results of the armistice, 
before the news of peace being actually concluded burst 
upon us. As yet we have only the great fact itself and the 
skeleton of the arrangement, and we shall probably be for 
some time without materials for judging as to the merits 
of the Treaty of Peace and its probable consequences, but 
the first impressions and the first ideas thjit present them- 
selves may be worth recording. There is no denying that 
the Emperor Napoleon has played a magnificent part, and 
whatever we may think of his conduct, and the springs of 
his acttons, he appears before the world as a very great 
character.^ Though he can lay no claim to the genius and 
intellectual powers of the fir»'3 Napoleon, he is a wiser and 

^ [The battle of Solferino was fought on Juno ^4, and an armistije 
bertween tlie Emperors of France and Austria was signed at Villafranca on 

July 7.] ^ 

- [The conclusion of the peace after the battle of J^olferino was creditable 
to the Emperor Napoleon, but was no indication of a great character. His 
motives were that he had not. the means of undertaking a siege of tlie great 
fortresses ot the Quadrilateral, and that if the war had been prolonged it was 
not improbable that the forces of the Germanic Confederation, including 
Prussia, would have tpken the field against France. He therefore a«fe:d 
wisely in terminating the war, and if the Austrians had withdrawn witliin 
the Quadrilateral and refused to treat, the Emperor Napoleon might l^ave 
been placsed in great difficulties. As it was, he broke bis engagement to 
Oavour to liberate Italy from<:be Alps to the sea, and to Kossuth to support 
a Hungarian insurrection. Ital^^ eventually owed the liberation of Venice, not 
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a soberer man, with a command over himself and a power 
of self-restraint, and consequently of moderation in pursuit 
of objects, which the other did not possess, and therefore 
while the towering genius of the uncle led him on through 
magnificent achievements and stupendous vicissitudes to his 
ruin, it appears highly probable that the better regulated 
mind and' the habitual prudence of the nephew will pre- 
serve him from the commission of similar errors, and render 
his career somewhat less splendid, but more durable and 
infinitely more beneficial to his country. 

With regard to flie present affair, the first thing we must 
be struck with is the way in which the King of Sardinia has 
been treated. Kaj>oleon, indeed, tosses him a large share of 
the spoils, but not only was he not admitted to the Con- 
ference which led to peace, but he does not appear to have 
been consulted upon it any more than any of the French 
generals ; the only notice that was taken of the King (so 
far as we know) being that he was ordered, uj)on the conclu- 
sion of the armistice, to desist from the siege of Peschiera. 
I had heard before that the Emperor was extremely dis- 
gusted with his ally and Cavour, and at all that the latter had 
said and done, at the proclamations and other documents he 
had put forth, and at the audacious manner in which that 
Government had annexed every scrap of territory they could 
lay their hands on, and assumed the government of^every 
State that they could manage to revolutionise, and all with- 
out the sanction and concurrer*^ of the Emperor. Nothing 
is more likely thav. that the Italian War will *not be closed 
without much bickering and heartburning between the two 
allies, and that the King and his dayour will find, in spite 
of all they are to ofitaio, that they will have no bed of roses 
to repose upon after their fatigues and labours.^ 

Then, so far as we can judge of the settlement, it seems 

to F^jnce, but to Prussia, as tlic reward for her combj^ed action with that 
Power in the^war of 1866. 

the account of the manner in which the peace was concluded in Lord 
IVIalmesbury’s ' Autobiography/ vol. ii. p. 200.] 

^ [M. de Cavour bitterly resented the prompi^conclusion of peace, and for 
a time quilted the Ministry of which he was the* head.] 
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one tliat is likely to give more offence and disappointment 
tkan satisfaction to the bulk of the Italian people, and to 
imagine that affairs will relapse or resolve themselves inta 
a peaceable and quiescent state is a mere Selw^pn. What 
passed between the two Emperors we nja^^P^Haps never 
know, though the effects of their interview day 
become dangerously apparent ; but it is not 'tori^c^able tor 
conjecture that Napoleon exerted all his arts tod biandisli- 
ments to make a friend of Francis Joseph, and Ip. pe^uade 
him that a cordiol alliance with France would be more 
advantageous to him thaii one with England, and he might 
with every appeai'ance and much of the reality of truth 
tell him that England had done nothing for him; that 
neither the Government nor the nation had any sympathies^ 
with Austria, whom, so far from assisting, they had gladly 
seen defeated in Italy ; and that the forbearance of the 
Emperor in leaving Austria in possession of any part of Italy 
would be unpalateable to Palmerston and John Eussell, and 
generally ujipopular. One cannot but suspect that an alli- 
ance was at least projected, if not formed, between the three 
great despotic Powers, France, Austria, and Kussia, for the 
purpose of domineering over Europe, and dealing with the 
several States according to their pleasure, or the pleasure of 
France, and with the ultimate object of attacking, weakening, 
and htimbling England. 

Of all the provisions of this Treaty that which regards 
the sovereignty of the Po 2 >eCs the most curious and seems 
the most difficult to carry out; it is ind?;cative of the ne- 
cessity under which the Emperor thinks he is placed of dis- 
arming the hostility ^nd consulting the prejudices of the 
Catholic party and the Church in France. Whether the 
Pope will accept the temporal office assigned to him may be 
doubted, but it can hardly be doubted that his supremacy will 
not be willingly accepted and acknowledged by the Italians 
generally, to wh6m the Papal rule is already odious.^ ^ne 
cannot but feel glad at the deep mortification and disappqint- 

' [It was^ proposed by tliB Sovereigns to place the Pope at the head of an 
Italian Confpdoration - u wild scheme, which entirely failed.] 
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ment which will overtake the Eepublicans and Socialists, the 
Mazzinis, Garibaldis, Kossuths, et hoc genus omne, at a paci- 
fication so ruinous to ail their hopes and designs. Clarendon 
told me he 'believed the account in the ‘ Times ’ of the com- 
pact betwe^ij the Emperor and Kossuth, and nothing is more 
likely than at the beginning of the contest he employed 
Kossuth in the way stated, and gave him all sorts of promises, 
und when b© found he could do everything sine tali auxilio, 
and that fee had a stronger interest in making friends with 
Austria, he threw ♦Kossuth over without scruple or hesita- 
tion. This is exactly the course he would be likely to follow.' 

July Ihth, — The news of the peace took everybody so 
much by surprise, that people had no time to arrange their 
thoughts upon it ; but in the midst of the general satisfaction 
that the war is over, it is already apparent that there is an 
explosion of disappointment and resentment to come. All 
the Italian synii)athisers here are in despair, Palmerston is 
much dissatisfied, and the anti-Austrian Press is indignant. 
The King of Sardinia, has not openly testified any ill-humour, 
and has published an Address to liis new Lombard subjects 
ill a joyful style, but it is impossible he should not deeply 
feel and resent the contemptuous way in which he has been 
treated by his Imperial ally, and the resignation of Cavour 
is a clear manifestation of his feelings on the subject^^ 

When it was announced that an interview was to take 
place between the two'Empej^ors, everybody predicted that 
the elder of the two would have as much success in diplo- 
macy over his rival as he had already obtained in arras, but 
the Insult does not appear to bfear out that expectation, 
though we do ncM; yet know what Ihe real motives of the 
Emperor Napoleon were in concluding such an extraordinary 
peace. Granville told me that at this interview the Austrian 
Emperor had taken a very high line, and shown little dis- 
pd^tion to concession. He said to Napoleon, ‘ You have 
.conquered Lombardy, and I do not contemplate making any 

attempt to recover it. I am therefore quite ready to cede it 

» 

1 [This was so. The details of Kossuth’s Negotiations widi the Emperor 
have been published bj Kossuth himself in his memoirs.] 
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to you, and you will deal with it as you please. I have 
nothing to say to the King of Sardinia, and make no conces- 
sions to him. With regard to Yenetia, and tjie country of 
which I remain in possession, I have nothing *to concede or 
to offer, all that I mean to retain, but I haye no oBjeetioji to 
my Venetian dominions forming part of the Italian Confede- 
ration.’ They appear to have had a vast deal of ■Conversation 
and discussion, for they are said to have been together for 
above twelve hours. What they talked about it would be 
interesting to know, but which they wilbneitlier of tBein tell 
us. The field for speculation is as wide as can well be. 
How the settlement of Italy is to be accomplished, how the 
Italians are to be contented, and how peace in that country 
is to be permanently secured, are questions enough to puzzle 
the acutest politicians. 

We congratulate ourselves at having kept entirely clear 
both of the war and the peace, but no doubt Palmerston is 
mortified, and I think England generally will be provoked 
that changes of such importance should have been made 
without any consultation or even conununicaLion with us. 

The friends of the Emperor Napoleon say that they be- 
lieve his motive for making peace on any terms he could get 
to have been principally that he was so shocked and dis- 
gusted* at the fearful scenes of pain and misery that he had 
to behold after the battle of Solferino in addition to the 
other battle-fields, and at fhe spectacle of thousands of 
killed and wohnded presented to his eyes^ that his nerves 
could not bear it. Lady Cowley told me that he was so 
tenderhearted that he ^ could not bear the sight of pain, 
much less being the cause of inflicting it,' and she had seen 
him quite upset after visiting hospitals at the sufferings he 
had witnessed there, which of course are not to be compared 
with the horrible scene of a battle-field. It is impossible to 
say that this may ’not be true wholly or in part, it is impos- 
sible to account for human idiosyncrasies ; but it is quite 
certain that the man who is said to shrink with horror from 
the sight of suffering Aoes not scruple to inflict it in quite 
as bad a form when he does not himself witness the inflic- 
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tion. He has hundreds and thousands of people tom from 
their families, and without form of trial or the commission 
of anj crime sends them to linger or perish in pestilential 
climat(^s,, '«srhen he fancies it his interest to do so, and for 
tlmir sufferings he evinces no pity or any nervous sensations. 

Augu$t 7thi — I have found it impossible to collect any- 
thing to liBCord in this book for the last month almost. The 
session is drawing to a close, having glided on without 
difficulty 'for the Government, and almost without opposi- 
tion. The Election Committees have made great havoc in 
Palmerston’s small majority, having unseated no less than 
seven Liberal members. I am told, perhaps on no good 
authority, that Palmerston, John Hussell, and Gladstone are 
anxious to join in a Congress to mix themselves up in the 
settlement of Italian affairs, but that they cannot have 
their way, the majority of the Cabinet being opposed to it, 
and the House of Commons and the country (as repre- 
sented by the Press) being decidedly against any such inter- 
ference.^ 

I met Edward Mildmay the other day, who gave me some 
account of his own personal experiences during the last 
Italian campaign, when he was attached to the Austrian 
Army. He confirmed all previous accounts of the excellence 
of that army and the incompetency of its chiefs ;^that no- 
thing could have saved the French Army at Magenta if the 
Austrians had been tolerably commanded ; that Giulai, who 
had nev^er seen any service, had been allowed to retain the 
command by tfie influence of General Griinne, whose friend 
he ts, and that the indignation •and disgust of the army at 
having been thus sacrificed to Cour^ favour and partiality had 
been extreme. He told me that at Solferino the Austrian 

1 [I think it was at this time that Lord Palmerston and Lord John 
?^iissell proposed to the Cabinet that England shoijld enter into a Treaty of 
Alliance with Irauce and Sardinia, but the proposal was negatived by their 
colleagues. The feelings of these ^Ministers, however, speedily changed when 
the cession of Savoy and Nice, and the manner in which it was brought 
about, were known, and their language became so hostile that it gave 
great olfence to the Emperor Napoleon. &^ee Lord] Malmesbury,'/ Autobio- 
graphy/ vol. ii. p. 226.] 
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loss was (within a fraction of) 20,000, the French 19,000, 
and the Sardinians 9,000 men; Benedek is the ablest of the 
Austrian generals, and if lie had had the command pfobablj* 
affairs would have taken a very different turn, iftildmay has 
no doubt that peace was much more necessary to the French 
than to the Austrians, and he still believes that if .the war 
had continued the tide of victory would have bwKsn rolled 
back, as the latter had 90,000 fresh troops coming into line. 
It is probably better as it is than if the Austrians had re- 
covered all their losses ; the Emperor hTapoleon seems likely 
to be satisfied with his military exploits, and to be really 
intending to revert to his peaceful policy. He is certainly 
doing all he can to persuade the world that such is his 
intention, and there seems a disposition here to take him 
at his word. 

Viceregal Lodge, Pliamix Parh, Aiigud 22nd , — I have 
at last accoinplislied the object I have desired for so many 
years, and find myself in Ireland. I have seized the first 
opportunity of being my own master to come here, I left 
London the week before last, and went to Nun Appleton, 
thence to Grimstone, and on Saturday I came here, railing 
through York and Manchester to Holyhead; crossed over 
on a beautiful evening, with sea as smooth as glass, but it 
was too dark to see the Bay of Dublin. Most hospitably 
received by Lord Carlisle, and very comfortably lodged. 
Passed the day in Dublin yesterday ; twice at church, in the 
morning at Christ Church, afternoon St. Patrick’s, attracted 
by the celebrity of the choir and the performance of thv^ 
cathedral service, which was finely done, though the best 
voices (three brothers Robinson) were absent. I am greatly 
struck by the fineness of the town of Dublin, and of the 
public buildings especially. 

Dublin, August 23rd. — On Monday morning the Lord- 
Lieutenant went to pay his first visit since his return Ao 
the National School and took me with him. I Wf»js much 
gratified at the sight, and with the appearance of the chil- 
dren and their intelligence. There was a grand gather- 
ing of Commissioners and others to meet Carlisle, but no 
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Catholics except Lord Bellew and Dean , who alone of 

all the Catholic ecclesiastics has had courage and resolution 
adhere to the system. j^Tot one Catholic Bishop now 
remains, on tlie board. Bishop Denver was the last to resign, 
which it is believed he did reluctantly, but it seems that the 
rule of their Synod is, that when a majority has decided, 
those who <ire in the minority give in their adhesions, and 
produce unanimity. The National System is apparently in 
the crisis of its fate, and a desperate struggle is being made by 
the Popish clergy* to destroy it, while the ultra-Protestants 
will join them (for different reasons and with different objects) 
for the same end. I earnestly hoi^e these factions will fail. 
The most encouraging circumstance is found in the return 
which was given me of the ‘ Central Model Schools,’ in which 
the number of pupils seeking admission is 1,179, an evident 
proof of the popularity of the system, and that up to this 
time the jiriests have not beeii able to deter their flocks from 
giving their children its benefits. This return is sufficiently 
interesting to be copied into this journal : — 


Number of pupils on roll 

Males 

. 5(14 

Fcmiile.s 

447 

Infant 

375 

Pupils in attendance 

. 430 

348 

311 

Seekiiiff admivssiou 

. 203 

800 

110 


Carlisle was received with great enthusiasm by both 
pupils and teachers. After this we went to the ^lill of 
Killinie, whence there* is a grand panoramic view of the 
Bay of Dublin and the surrouilding countiy, ^nd then to my 
cld friend Lady Campbell * (Pamela Pitz» Gerald), whose beau- 
tiful , daughters are as well worth seeing as anything in 
Ireland. , ♦ 

Dublin, August 24^/i. — Yesterday in the morning a review 
in the Phoenix Park, after which Bagot took me to Howth 
Castle, which I was curious to see, but it is not very remark- 
able,. though very ancient. It has a modeniised appearance, 
and is comfortable house, said to be the oldest inhabited 
house in Ireland, and one of the towers of fabulous antiquity. 

* [Lady Campbell was the daughter of Pamela and Lord Edward Fitz- 
Gerald.] 
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I remarked that the hall door was left open, according to the 
traditional obligation. One of the Ladies St. Lawrence told 
me the storj as follows : An old woman, ^ the ^xrana while,^ 
came to the castle and asked for hospitality or alms, and 
was refused and driven away. She was the wife of a pirate. 
On the seaside she found the young heir with his nurse, whom 
she seized and carried off. Afterwards she brought the boy 
back, and consented to restore him on condition that hence- 
forward no beggar should be refused admittance, that the hall 
door should be kept continually open, and that at dinner a 
place should be kept and a plate laid for any stranger who 
might appear. The beggars are kept away by not being 
admitted through the lodge gates ; the hall door is open, 
but there is another door behind it, and the vacant place has 
by degrees fallen into disuse. I know not how old thb story 
is, but there is enough to show that it had a foundation of 
some sort, and that it retains a relic in the customs of the 
family. On returning to Dublin I went to see Trinity College, 
and the beautiful museum erected a few years ago. Dublin 
is, for its size, a finer town than London, aiid I think they 
beat us hollow in their public buildings. We have no such 
squares as Merrion Square, nor such a. street as Sackville 
Street. 

Bassboroufjh, Aufjmt — I came here on Wednesday 

via Kilkenny. A very nice place, comfortable, and in as 
good order as any place in England. People apparently well 
off, and cottages clean and not uncomfortable. 

August 2Sth , — Went yesterday to Waterford ; pretty gobd 
town, but looking very foreign. They showed me a Mil, to 
which it is said Cromwell advanced, but f6und the town too 
strong to be attacked ; hence Waterford has been called the 
Urls invicta. I doubt the story, for he would have storrned 
Waterford easily enough if he had chosen. Saw the National 
School ; a very good establishment, boys absent on holidStys, 
but a very civil intelligent master, a Eoman Cathc^ic. The 
clergy of neither persuasion will come near the school, except 
the Dean of Waterford^ who still supports it. Went on to 
Curraghmore, a vast and magnificent park, but a mean house. 
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August 31s^. — Went on Tuesday to Woodstock; very 
pretty place, and in admirable trim. Weather changing, and 
I fear I sh|ill see Killarney in rain and cold. 

Viceregal Lodge^ September Wi , — Went to Muckrosson 
Thursday last; passed three days there in exquisite enjoyment 
of the* beautiful scenery of Killarney; weather was perfect, 
and I weht over and round all the lakes ; returned here on 
Monday, and went yesterday to the Curragh. 

Jervaulx Abbey, Sunday, September 11th , — Crossed over 
from Kingstowi# to Holyhead on Thursday last ; beautiful 
passage. Passed the last day, Wednesday, in Dublin with 
William Fitzgerald seeing the town. He took me over the 
old Leinster House, now the Royal Institution, and then to 
the Bank to see the old House of Lords ; a fine room, exactly 
as it was, and what was the House of Commons, now com- 
pletely altered and not retaining a vestige of the famous 
locality where Flood and Grattan and Plunkct once shook 
the walls with their eloquence. I left Ireland with regret, 
for I spent several very happy days there, interested and 
amused even more than I expected, and treated with great 
kindness and hospitality. Went from Holyhead to Man- 
chester, and on to Worsley to sleep ; came hero on Friday. 
The old Abbey is very picturesque, and very perfect as a, 
ruin. It reminds mo, place and all, of Bolton Abbfiy. 

London, Seplamber 26th , — I stayed three days at Jervaulx, 
then to Doncaster, Bretby, md to town. All the Ministers 
in London, haying passed their lives during*the last fortnight 
in the railway or in Cabinets, which have been very numerous, 
as ^ell they may, for they have plenty to occupy them in the 
Italian, Chinese* and American questions, all, in their several 
ways and degrees, extremely embarrassing. I have not the 
slightest conception what our Government are doing about 
the Italian question, but I suppose trying to keep well with 
iJRipoleon IIT., and to obtain good tefms for the Italian 
DuchieS. At present it looks as if a Congress would be got 
together to untie this complicated knot, but I fear w^e are 
not likely to play in it a part whi^ii will be consistent with 
our principles, or creditable to our national character, and I 
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wisli we could abstain from having anything to do with it. 
The incident about the American poundary is awkward, but 
I feel confident it will bo amicably settled. 

The Chinese affair is the most serious, and one can see 
no solution of it that is not full of objections and embarrass- 
ments.* Ill the first place it looks at present very much as 
if our case was a bad one. We had no business tO go with 
an armament and force our way up the river, and even if we 
were upon any ground justified in such an extreme measure, 
it was to the last degree impolitic and unwise to exercise 
such a right. The object for which Bruce was sent to China 
was to conclude a peace, and to establish amicable relations 
with the Chinese Government, and it might have occurred 
to him that the employment of force, even if it was ever so 
successful, must infallibly defeat his object. It required no 
great sagacity to perceive that the arrival at Pekin of a 
victorious Ambassador, who had forced his way to the capital 
at the head of an imposing force, would not serve to make 
his reception a friendly one, or to establish permanent har- 
monious relations between the English and the Chinese 
Governments. As long as there was a possibility of procur- 
ing access to Pekin by peaceful means and by negotiation, it 
\vould have been better to be jiatient and to wait any time 
than to ^employ force ; and besides the political objections 
that seem conclusive against the adoption of such a course, 
it seems highly probable that no such force as that which 
we employed on this occasion could have been pushed on 
into the heart of the country without imminent danger of 
its being cut off and eventually destroyed. The mere ‘fact 
of destroying again the' Peiho forts would be deemed by 
the Chinese as the renewal of the war, and the perpetrator 
of the outrage would not have been received in the sacred 

1 [Mr. Bruce having* been detained in liis mission to Pekin, which Wjas of 
fi pacific character, Admiral Hope made an attempt to force the passage oy 
reducing the forts at the mouth of the Peiho. The attack failed, With a loss 
of nearly 400 men killed and wounded in the storming party and the gun- 
boats. The ‘Plover’ and ‘ L^e ’ gunboats grounded, and the ‘Cormorant > 
was so damaged by the enemy’s fire that she sank soon afterwards. The 
whole proceeding was injudicious and disastrous.] 
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character of an Ambassador, but would have been looked on 
as an invader, and treated accordingly. This is the first 
view of the question which presents itself. Then comes 
that of viildicating our honour, and retrieving the disaster 
we have suffered, which involves the necessity of rushing 
into war again and scattering havoc and desolation through 
the couijii^ry, massacring thousands of people who can make 
no effectual resistance to our power, and making territorial 
conquests, wdiich wdll only embarrass us, and which we shall 
have more difficujty in getting rid of than we shall have in 
making their acquisition. In short, we are going to be engaged 
in a contest in which failure will be disgraceful, and success 
will be inconvenient, and to jilace additional obstacles in the 
way of that good understanding which it is so much our 
interest to establish with China. Nor are our difficulties 
diminished by the fact of being connected with, and there- 
fore more or less dependent on the French, and in a less 
degree with the Eussians and the Americans in this unfor- 
tunate contest. This local and accidental alliance impairs 
our freedom of action, and of necessity introduces delays and 
complications of all sorts into the affair. 

Octoher 19/7n — Nearly a month and nothing to record, 
besides the events of the day, of which I know nothiiig more 
than the newspapers report. I only take up my j 3 en now 
because Clarendon called on me, and it is worth while to 
recollect the little hcjtoldme during a very short visit. I 
had not seen him since his visit to Osbornq in the summer, 
t ad he began hy giving me an account of it. The Queen was 
delighted to have him with her^again and to have a good 
long confidential talk with him, f»r it seems she finds less 
satisfaction in her intercourse with either Palmerston or 
Lord John. The relations of these two are now most inti- 
mate and complete, and Palmerston has obtained an entire 
inJ^jjence and authority over Lord J ohn, who only sees with 
his eyes and without any contest submits to be entirely 
guided ^nd controlled by Palmerston. Thejcit of the thing 
is rather amusing. Palmerston, wlip is thoroughly versed in 
foreign affairs (while Lord John 'knows very little about 
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them), in every important case suggests to Lord John what 
to do. Lord John brings it before the Cabinet as his own 
idea, and then Palmerston supports him, as if the case was 
new to him. 

But to return to the Queen and Clarendon. He was 
unfortunately attacked by gout and coniined to his room. 
He was sitting there with Lady Clarendon, wheif Lady 
Gainsborough came in and told him that she was ^sired by 
the Queen to beg he would if possible move into the neact 
room (the Lady-in-waiting’s room) and establish himself 
there ; that the Queen would come in, when all the ladies 
present were to go away and leave her tete-a-tete with him. 
All this was done, and she remained there an hour and a 
half, talking over everything, pouring all her confidences into 
his ears, and asking for his advice about everything. He 
said he had endeavoured to do as much good as he could 
by smoothing down her irritation about things she did not 
like. As an example, he mentioned that while the Prince was 
with him a box was brought in with a despatch from Lord 
John, which the Prince was to read. He did so with strong 
marks of displeasure, and then read it to Clarendon, saying 
they could not approve it, and must return it to Lord John. 
Clarendon begged him not to do this, that it was not the 
way to deal with him, and it would be better to see what it 
containeii that really was good and proper, and to suggest 
emendations as to the rest. He persuaded the Prince to 
do this, advised him what to- say, and in the end Lord 
John adopted all the suggestions they had nif de to him, 
another occasion the Queen had received a very touching 
letter from the Duchess of Parma imploring her proteclion 
and good ofiices, which she sent to Lord John desiring he 
would write an answer for her to make to it. He sent a 
very short, cold answer, which the Queen would not send. 
She asked Clarendon to write a suitable one for her, which 
he did, but insisted that she should send it to Lord Jotn 
as her own. She did so, Lord John approved, anrf so thjs 
matter was settled. ^ 

Neiumarhety October 2^st , — Clarendon told me, and has 
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since written to me, that Government regard in a very serious 
light the approaching war between Spain and Morocco, 
which they think will have the effect of putting Gibraltar in 
peril ; ^ that ‘Spain is playing the part of catspaw to France, 
who wants to get possession of Morocco, giving Tangier to 
SiDain, which would give her, and France through her, the 
command of both sides the Straits, and as we depend upon 
Tangier for supplies to Gibraltar, it would be dihicult for us 
to hold the place when this scheme is accomplished. He 
writes to-day : ‘Ho news to-day except that things look very 
fishy with Spain and Morocco, and I suspect we are going to 
be vigorous, which, though it may be expedient, may also be 
productive of much trouble.’ 

He was lately at Broadlands, and had much talk with 
Palmerston, who was very friendly and confidential, told him 
everything, and ai^peared very anxious to have his oi)inions 
and ‘advice. He says that Palmerston’s hatred of Austria 
amounted to a monomania, and this of course produces a 
divergence between the present policy of France and ours. 
He talked about America. When Clarendon was lately at 
Clumber he discussed that affair with the Duke of Newcastle 
and offered to write to Buchanan, with whom it seems he 
is in correspondence, and say, to him what it is desirable 
should be said, unofficially ; and he suggested that he should 
hold out to Buchanan the prospect of a visit from the*Prince 
of Wales, who it seems is going to Canada some time or 
other. This the Duke mentioived at the Cabinet, where the 
pr iposal was hig?ily approved, but when it was broached to 
the (j^ueen, Hei Majesty objected^ to anything being said 
about the Prince of Wales going to the United States, so it 
fell to the ground.^ 


’ [On October 22, Spain declared war on Morocco, on the ground that 
further territory was req^uired for the protection of her settlements on the 
NortJi^African coast. Tetiian was captured by the Spaniards on February 4, 
1860, and p^ace was signed on April 27, the Emperor of Morocco paying 
an indemnitv of twenty million piastres. Marshal O’Donnell, who had 
commanded tlie expedition, was created Duke of Tetuan.] 

^ [Whatever may have been the objection 4o the mention of the Prince 
of Wales’s visit to the United States at this moment, the project did not fall 
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hondo'^f October 30^A. — Clarendon came to town yesterday 
morning on liis way to Windsor and called here. He told 
me that we were going to send a representative to the Con- 
gress, and I was not a little surprised to percfiive that ho 
would not be at all disinclined to go there himself. He did 
not indeed say so, but unless I am greatly deceived this is in 
his mind, though not without feeling the difficijliy of his 
acting with John Hussell. Clarendon says that the prepara- 
tions going on in France are on the most enormous scale, 
and can have no object but one hostile t<j this country, and 
that the feeling against England is fomented by the Govern- 
ment and extending all over France. Ho is persuaded that 
the fixed purpose of Louis Naj)oleon is to Iminble this 
country, and deprive her of the great influence and autho- 
rity she has hitherto exercised over the affairs of Europe. 
He is bent upon getting us to take part in the Congress, and 
that in order to persuade us he will pretend to be entirely 
agreed with us in opinion, and only washing to concert the 
most proper means of carrying out our common objects, and 
when ho has thus cajoled us into a participation he will 
throw us over, and place us under the necessity of agreeing 
to wdiat we disapprove, or of putting ourselves en disaccord 
with all Europe. He told me tliat John EiiSfeoll is supposed 
on the Continent to he the implacable' enemy of the Catholic 
religion, and this wdll be a great disqualiflcatioii for his 
acting at a Congress mainly composed of Catholic Powers ; 
that this opinion, which is rifJj in Ireland, is propagated all 
over the world, and that the recollections*' of the Durhijm 
Letter and the Ecclesiastical Titles Bill are still as strong 
as ever,^ ^ 

to the ground, for on July 9 in the followin" ^ear the Prince started 

on a \isit to Panada and the United States, accompanied by the Duke of New- 
castle, whore he was entertained by President Buchanan on October 26.] 

^ [The (.‘ongress which it was proposed to hold had reference to the? 
affairs of Italy, which ‘vere extremely perplexing to the Emperor Nupftteon 
himself. But Lord Plarendon’s appreliensiojis were certainly unfounded, for 
it deserA es to be remarked tbat about this time negotiations yere opened 
between th(‘ Emperor and Mr. Oobden for a commercial tyealy, which was 
intended to strengthen, and d^l strengthen, the amiable and pacific relationa 
of France and England.] 
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November l^th, — Last week at tlie Grove to meei fhe Due 
d’Autnale, who is one of the most enlightened and agreeable 
Princes I ever met, very simple and natural, and full of 
information and knowledge of all sorts. 

I dc not iv'meinber to have gathered anything particu- 
larly interesting from Clarendon in our various conversations, 
except thaff in the event of our consenting to join the Con- 
gress he would not be unwilling to go to it, and that he 
thinks he iniglit be able to effect an arrangement. This 
confidence has in measure been })roduced by a letter 

from Cowley which he showed me, containing an account 
of his visit to Biarritz and his communications witli the 
Em 2 >eror. 1I(‘ said he had resolved not to say a word to 
IJis Mi)j('sty of Italian affairs, thinking th(‘ IJmperor would 
abstain from talking of them to him, but as soon as they 
met he begun to talk, and ^vent at length into the whole 
subject. The u 2 )shot wms that he found the Emperor in 
such a state of per 2 >lexity and embarrassment, and so fully 
conscious of the scrape into which he had got himself, that 
he did not know what to do or winch way to turn ; his 
object evidently is to get us to helj) him out of his difficulty, 
and Clarendon thinks that he should be able to draw him 
into such measures as we could support if the matter was 
well managed. • 

A day or two ago the Duke of Bedford, whom I have not 
seen or communicated t\rith f r a long time, called on me. 
II( told me one curious anecdote, which he Ifad heard from 
hits brother. Persigny called on Lord John o’ne day, and 
told him he was come in strict coilfidence to show him the 
letter which the Emperor had written “So the King of Sardinia, 
but which ho must not mention even to his own colleagues, 
except of course to Palmerston. Lord John promised he 
would not, and a day or two after he road the letter in the 
‘ Tinii#^’ Ho sent for Persigny and asked few an explanation. 
Persigny said he could not explain it, but would write to 
Wafewski.* John Russell also wrote to Cowley, who s23oke 
to Walewski about it. Walewski jjfcclared he could not 
account for it, and that it must have been sent from Turin, 
VOL. II. . T 
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and lie would write to that Court to complain of the indiscre- 
tion and would also speak to the Emperor. He went to the 
Emperor, told him what had passed, and showed him what 
he proposed to write to Turin, when the Emperor said ; ‘ Ho, 
don’t write at all, take no notice of the publication. The 
fact is, I sent the letter myself to the Times ” Correspon- 
dent.’ It was Mocquard who took it to him. A: hiost extra- 
ordinary proceeding, and showing the extreme difficulty of 
all diplomatic dealing between the two Governments. The 
Emperor is by way of being indignant with the ‘ Times,’ and 
never fails to pour forth complaints and abuse of the paper 
to whomever he converses with. He did so, for instance, to 
Cobden, to whom he gave an audience at Paris. But who. 
can tell whether this is not a pretence and a deceit, and 
whether he may not all the time have a secret understand- 
ing with the ‘ Times ’ ? Such a supposition would seem to be 
inconsistent with their articles and his conduct, and the 
comments of the former upon the latter ; but how difficult it 
is to form any certain judgement upon a policy so tortuous 
as his, and upon designs so close and councils so crooked ! 
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CHAPTEE XIX. 

Prospects of the Government and of the Opposition — Mr. Disraeli’s com- 
mandin;? Position ~ Preparation of a Ileform Bill — A ( Congress — Death 
of Macaulay — Eie Aihiirs of Italy — Policy of the Emperor Napoleon — 
The Comm(*rcial Treaty with France- — M. de Oavour resumes Office — 
Opening of Parliament — Negotiation of the (bmmercial Treaty — The 
Emperor a Free I’rador— Perplexity of Italian Affaii's — Moderation of 
Lord Derby — Opposition to the Commercial Treaty — The Ileform Bill of 
18G0 - Tory Opposit ion to Reform -^Ir. Gladstone’s great Budget Speech 
- Opposition to the Treaty and the Budget —Triumph of Mr. Gladstone 
— The Italian Correspondence -- Democratic Opinions of Mr. Glad,stone — 
Introduction of tlie Reform Bill— -The Annexation of Savoy and Nice — 
Annexation of Tuscany to Piedmont — The Denouement of the Plot — 
Complete Apathy of the Country as to Reform — Lord Derby declines to 
interfere — Lord .John’s adverse Declaration to France — CoTisequonces of 
Lord John’s Speech against Franco — Our Position in Europe— Anecdote 
of tlie Crimean W’ai' ---Desigus of the Emperor Napoleon in 1858 Ijord 
Palmerston’s Distrust of Napoleon III. — Lord John’s Indifference to his 
own R(}form Bill -Mr. Gladstone's Ascendency— Designs of the Emperor 
and Cavour — Unpopularity of the Reform Bill- -('orrospondence of Lord 
Grey and Lord John Russell— Reaction against Mr. Gladstone’s Measures 
— Oppotfitiou tf) the Repeal of the Paper Duties— Coolness with France— - 
Garibaldi’s Expedition -Lord Palmerston attacks tlie Neapolitan Minis- 
ter — The I’uper Duties Bill rejected by the Lords —The Reform Bill 
withdrawn — Jjord Palmewst on adju sts the Difference between the two 
Houses — Mr. Gladstone supported by the Radicals-^Mr. Senior’s Con- 
versationsi n Parity. A Letter from the Speaker — Mr. Cobden’s Faith in 
the Emperor Nap oleon— (Conclusion of these Journals. 

« • 

London, December 1 859.- — TlielGrovernment are getting 

ready for the session which is near at hand, Palmerston with 
his usual confidence, but Granville, who is not naturally 
desponding, and who I dare say represents the feeling of his 
collMf|^es, is conscious of the want of ijiat strength and 
security which a commanding majority alone can give, and, 
without tMiiking the danger great or imminent, anticipates 
the possibility of their being defeated ^n some vital question. 
The Opposition, conscious of their numerical force, but any- 

T 2 
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thing but united, profess the most moderate views and in- 
tentions. Derby professed at Liverpool to have no wish 
to turn out the Government or to come into oflSce himself. 
Disraeli himself told me that he and all his party desired 
the Eeform question to be settled quietly, and that if the 
Oovernment only ofiPered them such a Bill as ‘^bey could 
possibly accept, they should be ready to give, -them every 
assistance in carrying it through. Since this, Walpole has 
made a formal communication to Granville (through Henry 
Lennox) of his and Henley’s dispositioi^ to the above men- 
tioned end. We are told, moreover, that a great number 
of the Conservative party will not only support a fair and 
moderate Eeform Bill, but support the Government generally, 
not so much, however, from wishing well to the Government 
as from their antipathy to Disraeli and their reluctance to 
see him in power again. That they will join in carrying 
through a safe and moderate Eeform Bill is no doubt true, 
but it is not probable that the division amongst them and 
the hostility to Disraeli will last long, or continue a moment 
after the appearance of any prospect of the return of the 
Conservative party to power. 

Disraeli raised himself immensely last year, more, perhai)S, 
with his opponents and the House of Commons generally 
than ivith his own party, but it is universally acknowledged 
that he led the House with a tact, judgement, and ability of 
which he was not before thought capable. While ho has 
thus risen, no rival has sprung up to dispute his pre-eminence. 
Walpole and Henley are null, and it i^ evident that ,the 
party cannot do without Disraeli, and whenever Parbament 
meets he will find nutans of reconciling ,them to a necessity 
of which none of them can be unconscious, and I have no 
doubt that whenever any good opportunities for showing 
fight may occur the whole party will be found united under 
Disraeli’s orders,. 

With regard to the Eeform Bill, it is being proposed by a 
large committee of the Cabinet, but George Lewis hm the 
chief management of ct. The state of public opinion admits, 
indeed compels, the utmost moderation, but hitherto the 
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anticipated difficulty has been the sort of pledge which John 
Eussell foolishly gave last year with reference to the fran- 
chise, to which it has been supposed he must consider himself 
bound. But 1;here is reason to believe that he is not taking 
any active part in the concoction of this Bill, probably on 
account of his being so absorbed in foreign affairs, and under 
these circuiji stances we may not unreasonably expect that 
a fair Bill will be produced, and the question eventually 
settled. 

The question o4 still greater and more pressing interest 
is that of the Congress. The nomination of Hudson met 
with such opposition in the Cabinet that it was not pressed, 
and Lord Wodehouse was named instead. He is a clever man, 
well informed, speaks French fluentlj^, and has plenty of 
courage and aploirib ; his opinions are liberal, but not extra- 
vagant. Clarendon, who had him down at the Grove, was 
pleased and satisfied with him. Granville is much contmrie 
that Clarendon himself has not been asked to go, thinking 
justly that he would have much more weight than any other 
man, and would be far more likely to conduct our affairs in 
the Congress with credit and success ; but Clarendon now tells 
me he certainly would not have gone if it had been proposed 
to him. My own conviction luas that he would have accepted 
a proposal, and though for many reasons he would not have 
liked such a mission, I think he is somewhat mortified that 
it was not offered to hira» 

The recent appearance of the pamphlet of i Le Pape et le 
Cc^gres,’ ^ which iias produced such a sensation and so much 
astonishment, has no doubt been a. great thing for us, and 
rendered our diplopiatic course much fnore easy and promis- 

^ [Tho object of the Congress proposed by the Emperor Napoleon was 
to extricate himself from the embarrassments in which he was placed 
by the terms of the Peace of Villafranca with reference to the afhiira of 
Italy. The proposal to establish a Confederation of the Italian States was 
fouud'^^e impracticable, and the unification of Italy was a more difficult 
problem thaa the conquest and cession to Piedmont of the Milanese territory. 
M. da Cavouj; was the only statesman who contemplated the entire realisa- 
tion of this vast scheme, which was at last accomplished by revolutionary 
means, without the concurrence of France, jftis views were shared and 
supported by Lord Palmerston, Lord John Russell, and Mr. Gladstone.] 
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ing. Clarendon writes to me : ‘ This last pamphlet of the 
Emperor’s is important and I am sure authentic, as it is 
simply a developement of what I have heard twenty times 
from his own lips. It ought of course to have been reserved 
for the Congress, but as far as we are concerned it is well 
timed.’ It was a bold, but a clever stroke of j)olicy to 
give notice to the whole world of tlje sentimex.it-s and in- 
tentions with which the Emperor enters the Congress, and 
it renders a good understanding and joint action between 
France and England feasible and perhaps easy, unless Pal- 
merston spoils everything by some obstinate and extravagant 
pretensions which he may insist on his plenipotentiaries 
bringing forward. But if he should be so ill advised, I 
believe that he would meet with an insuperable resistance in 
his own Cabinet and at Court, and that Cowley certainly, 
perhaps Wodehouse also, would decline being made the 
instruments of such a vicious and mischievous policy. 

January 2nd, 1860, — The death of Macaulay is the 
extinction of a great light, and although every expectation 
of the completion of his great work had long ago vanished, 
the sudden close of his career, and the certainty that we 
shall have no more of his History, or at most only the 
I’emaining portion of King William’s reign (which it is 
understood he had nearly prepared for publication), is a 
serious disappointment to the world. His health was so 
broken that his death can hardly create any surprise, but 
there had beei^ no reason lately to apprehend that ihe end 
was so near, I have mentioned the cireumstance of ,\ny 
first meeting him, after which wc became rather intinjjate in 
a general way, and he msed frequently to ^nvite me to those 
breakfasts in the Albany at which he used to collect small 
miscellaneous parties, generally including some remarkable 
people, and at which he loved to pom: forth all those stores 
of his mind and accumulations of his memory to wlj^^gJj his 
humbler guests, like myself, used to listen with^ delighted 
admiration, and enjoy as the choicest of intellectual feasts. 
I don’t think he was aver so entirely agreeable as at his own 
breakfast table, though I shall remember as long as I live 
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the pleasant days I have spent in his society at BoWood, 
Holland House, and elsewhere. Nothing was more remark- 
able in Macaulay than the natural way in which he talked, 
never for the sake of display or to manifest his superior 
powers and knowledge. On the contrary, he was free from 
any assumption of superiority over others, and seemed to be 
impressed with the notion that those he conversed with 
knew as mdch as himself, and he was always quite as ready 
to listen as to talk. ^ Don’t you remember ? ’ he was in the 
habit of saying when he quoted some book or alluded to 
some fact to listeners who could not remember, because in 
nineteen cases out of twenty they had never known or 
heard of whatever it was he alluded to. I do not believe 
anybody ever left his society with any feeling of mortifica- 
tion, except that which an involuntary comparison between 
his knowledge and their own ignorance could not fail to 
engender. For some years past I had scon little or nothing 
of Macaulay. His own health compelled him to abstain in 
great measure from going into the world. He bought a 
house at Campdeii Hill, from which he rarely stirred, and to 
which he never invited me, nor did I ever call upon him 
there. I have often regretted the total cessation of our 
intercourse, but what else could be expected from the 
difference of our habits, pursuits, and characters ? I have 
only recently read over again the whole of his ^ History of 
England ’ with un diminished pleasure and admiration, though 
with a confirmed oj^inion that his style is not the very best, 
and that he it^ not the writer whom I {Should be most 
desirous to imitate ; but what appears to me most admirable 
and most worthy of imitation in Macaulay is the sound moral 
constitution of IJis mind, and his fearless independence ol 
thought, never sacrificing truth to any prejudice, interest, 
or preconceived opinion whatever. Above all he was no 
hero worshipper, who felt it incumbent on him to minister 
to "^^gar prejudices or predilections, t© exalt the merits 
and palEate the defects of great reputations, and to consider 
the commission of great crimes, or the detection of mean 
and base motives, as atoned for ^ and neutralised by the 
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possession of sliining abilities and the performance of great 
actions. Macaulay excited much indignation in some 
quarters by the severity with which he criticised the con- 
duct and character of the Duke of Marlborough, and the 
Quakers bitterly resented his attacks upon Penn. He was 
seldom disposed to admit that he had been mistaken or 
misinformed, and I thought he was to blame in clHiging so 
tenaciously to his severe estimate of Penn’s conduct after 
the vindication of it which was brought forward, and the 
production of evidence in Penn’s favour, which might have 
satisfied him that he had been in error, arid which probably 
would have done so in any case in which his judgement had 
been really unbiassed. I always regretted, not for the sake 
of Penn’s memory, but for the honour of Macaulay himself, 
that he would not admit the value and force of the exculpa- 
tory evidence, and acknowledge, as he very gracefully might, 
the probability at least of his having been in error. But the 
case of the Duke of Marlborough is very different, and 
reflects the highest honour on his literary integrity and 
independence. Undazzled by the splendour of that great 
man’s career and the halo of admiration which had long 
surrounded his name, he demonstrated to the whole world 
of what base clay the idol was made and how he had abused 
for unworthy ends the choice gifts which Nature had 
bestowed upon him. Macaulay no doubt held that in pro- 
portion to the excellence of his natural endowments was his 
moral responsibility for the itz.e or abuse of them, and he 
would not allow Blenheim and Hamillies to bfr taken as a set- 
off against his hypocrisy, perfidy, and treason. Macafilay’s 
History is the best ethiqal study for forming the mind and 
character of a young man, for it is replete with maxims 
of the highest practical value. It holds up in every page 
to hatred and scorn all the vices which can stain, and to 
admiration and emulation all the virtues which can adorn, a 
public career. It 'is impossible for anyone to stud jT that 
great work without sentiments of profound admiration for 
the lessons it inculcates^ and they who become thoroughly 
imbued with its spirit, no matter whether they coincide or 
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not with his opinions, will he strengthened in a profound 
veneration for truth and justice, for public and private 
integrity and honour, and in a genuine patriotism and 
desire for *the freedom, prosperity, and glory of their 
country. 

Jamcary 7th , — In a letter from Clarendon yesterday from 
the Gro\&^ he says : ‘ Cowley came over here last night. I 
had a long talk with him ; he is low and unhappy, and does 
not see his way out of the labyrinth ; he is not for the Con- 
gress meeting noiji, but still does not think we should aban- 
don the Emperor altogether in his Italian policy. The fact 

is, we are in a great difS.culty. If avo had from the first 
taken the wise part of saying that as wo had had nothing 
to do with Ihc war or the i)eace, and should therefore not 
interfere with the arrangements the Emperor thought proper 
to make, we sliould now be on velvet ; but from the moment 
we knew of the Villafranca arrangement we have been 
thwartmg the Emperor, and goading him on further than he 
wished to go, and encouraging the Italians to persist in their 
own ideas, till at last when he does what wo want, and is 
prepared to throw over the Poi)e and asks to be backed by 
us, it is rather awkward to break away and declare we only 
wanted the credit of recommending a fine liberal policy, but 
that we don’t mean to be at any trouble or expense about 

it. ’ All this is undoubtedly true, but it is the old inveterate 
habit of Palmerston’s policy united with John Russell’s 
crotchets, which has brought it to this pass., Palmerston has 
ajways been Conservative at home and Revolutionary abroad, 
and ^the gratifientiou of a silly ^pite against Austria has 
always been parapiount to any other^onsideration and object. 
While the enemies of the late Government accused them, 
very unjustly as the documentary evidence has shown, of 
having imcluly favoured Austria during the recent conflict, 
an^ijjherefore having been neutral only in name, it is true 
that tbg present Government, i,e, Palmerston and John 
Russell, Jiave gone out of their way to interfere in an under- 
hand manner, and have been constantly patting on the back 
the insurgent Italians, and, as Clarendon says, urging the 
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Bmperov to go further than he wishes, or than he can 
4o consistently with the engagement he has entered into. 
When Cowley was here some months ago, I remember his 
telling me that one day when he met Cavour, either at 
Compi^ne or Paris, I forget which, when it was the question 
of the Congress before the war, Cavour said to him, ‘ So you 
are going to have a Congress.* ‘ Yes,’ said Cowley^ ^ thanks 
to you and all you have been doing in Italy.’ ^ Thanks to 
me ! ’ cried Cavour, ^ I like that ; why don’t you say thanks 
to your own Minister at Turin, to Sir James Hudson, w^ho 
has done leu limes more than ever I did ? 

Hatehford^ \faviinry 12th . — Clarendon writes to me (on 
the 10th) : " (\>wloy dined hero on Saturday and did the 
same iit Pombrolce Lodge on Sunday. He is ou very good 
terms with dohii Eussell, hut hardiy understands what he 
would he at, and for the good reason 2 >robuh]y that Jolinny 
does not know' himself. There is a Ministerial crisis going 
i)n at this moment about Italy, the three confederates 
wanting of course to do more thauthe sober-mhided majority 
can agree to. I suppose it will be decided at the (Cabinet to- 
day, and that some middle course will be discovered, as I 
shall not believe, till it is a fait accompli^ that Palnterston 
will allow the Government to break up on a qa(\sli<)e whieh 
will not carry the country with him. The peo[)lo dislike 
Austria^ and wish well to the Italians, but thiy want not to 
interfere in the affairs of either, and^I doubt if they would 
give a man or a shilling tc/Giel^^ Palmerston in blotting 
Austria out of the map of Europe and giving Sardinia^ a 
much larger slice of the map. That twofold object amounts 
to monomania now witL Palmerston, and I believe he would 
sacrifice office to attain it, which is the highest test of his 
sincerity. The three confederates are Palmerston, John 
Pussell, and Gladstone. 

London, January 22nd . — For the last three weeks the 
sayings and doings*’ of the Emperor Napoleon have occupied 
all thoughts in every part of Europe, and he has^wellnigh 
recovered in this country the confidence and popularity which 
liad been exchanged for* distrust, suspicion, and alarm. It 
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would really look as if tho sole or at least the main object 
of his policy was to conciliate English opinion and to ingra^ 
tiate himself with the present Government ; and he certainly 
has exhibifed great courage and above all a boundless con- 
fidence in his own power and authority in his own country. 
There was a time when he paid great court to the Catholic 
clergy in, jPrance, and it was supposed that his motive in 
retaining the French troops in Eome (which it was known 
he very much disliked) was his apprehension lest their with- 
drawal should ej^pose the Pope’s person or Government to 
danger, which the clergy in France would not readily forgive 
him for doing. When he made peace with Austria he still 
evinced a desire to uphold the dignity and authority of the 
Pope, and therefore nobody was the least prepared for the 
pamphlet of ‘ The Pope and the Congress.’ It fell like a 
thunderbolt, striking terror into the minds of all the Papal 
supporters and adherents, and filling wdth joy all revolted 
Italy, and with a more sober satisfaction all the Liberals 
and ultra-Protestants here. 

We had hardly recovered from our amazement at this 
great change in the foreign policy of France, when we were 
still more astonished and pleased by the publication of 
the Emperor’s letter to Fould, in which he announced his 
intention to change the whole commercial policy of France/ 
and to make her a country of Free Trade. In Ihns con- 
fronting at once tlie Cleri* al body and the Protectionist 
interest in France, he has' certainly act(^d with enormous 
holdness and teliance on his own iiifineiice and power, and 
it ^vill be very interesting to see whether the success of 
his policy corresponds with its audacity. The Commercial 
Treaty has been in great measure the work of Cobden, who 
went o^^ to Paris under the wing of Michel Chevalier and 
with letters to Cowley, who introduced him to everybody who 
be of use to him in his endeavours to forward a Free 
Trade .policy. The scheme seems to *have been arranged 
betweeai the Emperor and Fonld without the knowledge or 
participation of any of the other Ministers. Cobden had no 
mission, hut he reported his progress home, and as an 
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acknowledgement of his exertions lie is to be made joint 
Plenipotentiary with Cowley in signing the Commercial 
Treaty. 

The return of Cavour to power looks as if tliere was a 
secret understanding between France and England that the 
ICing of Sardinia should be permitted to consummg,te the 
annexation of all the revolted provinces to his dominions ; for 
this object, which Palmerston has so much at heart, he would 
gladly consent to the transference of Savoy to France, which 
most people think will take place ; but everything is still and 
must be for some time in the greatest uncertainty in North 
Italy, the only thing oj)pare?itly certain being that the Dukes 
will not recover their Duchies, and still less the Pope his 
Romagna. 

January 24 t}i. — To-day Parliament oj)ens, and everything 
promises a prosperous session for the Government. So little 
spirit is there in the Opi)ositioii, that very few of them are 
expected to make their appearance, and Disraeli, under the 
pretext of a family affliction, gives no dinner ; but the probable 
cause of this is not the death of his sister, whicli happened 
two months ago, but his own uncertainty as to whom he 
should invite, and who would be disposed to own poli- 
tical allegiance by accepting his invitation. Such is the 
‘disorganised state of that i)arty. 

Clarendon called on me yesterday, and told me various 
things more or less interesting about passing events, about 
Cobden and the Commercial Treaty. Cobden went over to 
Paris wdth letters from Palmerston to Ccfwley, begging* 
Cowley would give him all the aid he could in carrying out 
his object of persuading the leading people, there to adopt 
Free Trade principles, saying he went without any mission 
and as ‘ a free lance.’ Cowley did wha b he could for him, 
and he went about his object with great zeal, meanwhile 
putting himself in correspondence with Gladstone, who eagi ^y 
backed him up, but all this time nothing was said <to the 
Cabinet on the subject. At length one day Walewshi sent 
for Cowley, and asked him whether he was to understand 
that Cobden was an agent of the British Government, and 
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authorised by it to say all he was saying in various quarters. 
Cowley denied all knowledge of Cobden’s proceedings, but 
wrote adesj)atch to John Russell stating what had occurred, 
and at the 'same time a x^rivate letter, saying he did not know 
whether he would wish such a despatch to be recorded, and 
therefore to number it and place it in the Foreign Office, or 
put it ip^the fire as lie thought lit. John Russell accepted 
the despatch, and at the same time told him he might en- 
dorse whatever Cobden did in the matter of commercial 
engagements. ^ 

Clarendon said that when he was at Paris four years ago 
for the Congress, the Emperor one day said to him, ‘ I know 
you are a great Free Trader, and I suppose you mean to take 
this opportunity of advancing Free Trade principles here 
as far as you can.’ Clarendon said certainly such was his 
intention, when the Emperor said he was happy to be able 
to take the initiative with him on this subject, and that he 
would tell him that it had just been settled in the Council of 
State that a great cliange in their commercial and jirohibitive 
system should be prox)osod to the Chambers, which it was his 
intention to carry out as soon as possible. But not long 
after the Emperor renewed the subject, and told him he 
found the opposition so strong to his contemplated measures 
and the difficulties so great, that he had been obliged to 
abandon them for the present, and as there is no reason 
to doubt that the elipments of opposition will be found as 
strong iio\7 as Ciey were th^n, it is by no means certain that 
His Majesty ’, all be able now to do all he wishes and has 
announced. It has already been, stated in the French papers 
that something^ is to be done to meet the objection or allay 
the apprehensions of the French Protectionists, and Claren- 
don thinks it very doubtful whether the Commercial Treaty, 
which will confer advantages on France immediately without 
ajjj^eciprocal ones to us for eighteen months to come, will 
be received with much favour here, especially as the loss to 
^ur re'senue will require the imposition of fresh taxes to a 
considerable amount. , 

We discussed the Italian question, and he said the 
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Emperor is in a constant state of doubt and perplexity, one 
while inclining to the Congress, and another to leaving alFairs 
to be settled without one. Granville told me last night 
there appears a chance of the Pope’s consenting to enter 
the Congress with the expectation of being supported there 
by a majority of the Powers, and deriving considerable 
benefit from such support. The Emperor Napojeon, too, 
now shows some signs of drawing closer to Austria again, 
while Austria is quite determined never to consent to any of 
the schemes of revolution and annexation ^hich France and 
England are intent upon carrying out. Apponyi told Claren- 
don, with tears in his eyes, that they were ruined, and quite 
unable to take any active part, but that in the way of passive 
resistance they might still do a great deal, and that they 
should not only refuse with the greatest perseverance to set 
their hands to any paper acknowledging the new state of 
things, but that they should solemnly protest against it on 
every occasion and in every way in their power. Austria there- 
fore never will consent to the annexation of Central Italy to 
Piedmont, and if it takes place in spite of her lemonstrances 
and in direct violation of the conditions of Yillafranca and 
Zurich, she will not only rr/use her recognition, but j^roclaim 
her intention of biding her time, with a view to avail herself 
* of future possible contingencies to redress the wrongs of 
which she may justly complain. I asked Clarendon if he did 
not think it possible a mezzo ternmie .anight be effected by 
which France an(J Austria might again be put d* accord, France 
saying, ‘I would carry out the stipulations*^ of Zurich if I 
could, but you see it is impossible. Still I will not conseivt to 
arrangements obnoxious' to you and in diiject violation of 
them, such as the annexations to Piedmont ; let us recur to 
the formation of a Central Italian independent State.’ .Claren- 
don said this had been his own idea, and he still thought 
it was not impossible that such a compromise shoij^yie 
effected. It is hardly possible to doubt that if XJavour 
succeeds in annexing to Piedmont all the Centrak Italian 
States, a very short time will elapse before war will break 
out again between Sardinia and Austria, and that Austria 
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will have to relinquish her Venetian possessions or fight for 
their retention. 

January^ 21th , — The session opened with great appear- 
ance of quiet and prosperity for the Ministers, which nothing 
that passed the first night in either House threatened to 
disturl)» Derby made a very good and moderate speech. 
When he*left office the Queen entreated him not to use the 
power he seemed to have from the nearly balanced state of 
parties to upset this Government, urging the great objections 
there were to eternal changes, and she repeated the same 
thing to him when he was at Windsor on a visit not long 
ago. Derby expressed his entire concurrence with her, and 
he j)romised to act in conformity with her wishes, and he has 
entirely done so. Nothing could be more temperate and 
harmless than the few remarks he made on Tuesday night, 
but leaving himself quite unfettered on every point. 

In the meantime there is apparently a strong feeling 
of doubt and quasi-hostility getting up against the Com- 
mercial Tj-c'oty, and it looks as if the English and French 
Governments would both have great difficulties in the matter. 
Public opinion here remains suspended till the Treaty is 
produced, and till we are informed what the immediate 
sacrifices may be that we shall have to make for it, and 
what are the prospective advantages we obtain in return, ' 
The French Protectionists arc more impatient and have 
begun to pour out their complaints and indignation without 
waiting to see the obnoxious Convention. , Thiers is said to 
be furious. So far from any Commercial Treaty like this 
cementing the alliance, and rendering war between the two 
countries more, difficult, it is mudh more likely to inflame 
the popular antipathy in France, to make the alliance itself 
odioas,^^jd render the chances of war between the two 
countries more probable. In maturing his scheme Louis 
N«i|ii§leon has given it all the appearance of a conspiracy, 
which •is in accordance with his character and his tastes. 
The whole thing was carried on with the most profound 
secrecy, atid the secret was confirmed to a very few people, 
viz. the Emperor himself, Fould, Bouher (Minister of Com- 
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Michel Chevalier, and Cobden, All the documents 
were copied bj Madame Eoulier, and Rouher was so afraid 
that some guesses might be made if he was known to be 
consulting books and returns that were preserved in the 
Library of the Council of State, that he never would look at 
any of them, and made Chevalier borrow all that, he had 
occasion to refer to. Now the Emperor sjjrings this Treaty 
upon his reluctant Chambers and the indignant Protectionist 
interest. His manner of doing the thing, which he thinks is 
the only way by which it can be done at i(ll, naturally adds 
to the resentment the measure excites. They feel themselves 
in a manner taken in. The objections here are of a different 
kind and on other grounds, but Gladstone kept his design 
nearly as close as the Emperor did, never having imparted it 
to the Cabinet till the last moment before Parliament met. 
I do not know how the Cabinet looked at it, only that they 
were not unanimous. 

While, however, it seems at least doubtful how the 
Oovernment will fare when they produce this Treaty, it 
appears certain that they will get into a scrape with their 
Eeforni Bill. I had imagined from all .1 heard that the 
Government were certain to bring forward a measure so 
moderate as to insure the support or at least prevent the 
opposition of the Conservatives, or certainly of a largo pro- 
portion of them. Everything rendered this probable. The 
assurances conveyed to the Government by Walpole, the 2)ro- 
fessions of Disraeli, the apathy' of the country, and the total 
failure of Bright’s attempts to get up the st6am, all encouj^ 
aged them to take this course, and the Duke of Bedford4;old 
me Lord John was not sb tied and bound by his declarations 
last year that he would not concur in any moderate measure 
that the Cabinet might frame. A few days ago^^^-owever, 
I asked Clarendon what the Bill would be, and he alarmed 
me by his reply that ^ it would he as bad as possible, yWin 
Russell having insisted upon the franchise being in^accord- 
ance with his pledges, and upon his consistency being* entirety 
preserved. This meant of course a 6Z. franchise, which 
everybody denounces as full of mischief and danger. 
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Just now Henry Lennox came to, me and told me ttat all 
the dissensions and jealousies of the Conservative party and 
the Carlton Club had been suddenly appeased, and that from 
being split into little sections and coteries, squabbling among 
themselves and forming plots to oust Disraeli, and elevate 
one man or another in his place, they were suddenly reunited 
as one m*an in opposition to the Bill that they hear is to be 
offered to tfiem, and that Disraeli will be higher than ever in 
their confidence and support. The Government estimate 
their majority at four, leaving out of calculation the Irish 
Catholics, who wilf probably all vote against them on every 
question, and the Conservatives boast of having 320 men who 
will cling together with immoveable constancy in opposition 
to the 61, clause. That they will be able *to carry it under 
these circumstances seems impossible. Lord John is himself 
to bring on the Reform Bill. The best thing that could 
happen (unless they are warned in time and alter their 
measure) would be that he should be beaten on the 6^. 
franchise, go out upon it and the rest stay in ; but whether 
they would think themselves bound to stand or fall with him 
and break up the Government for his sake, I have at present 
no idea. The Queen would no doubt do all in her power to 
induce Palmerston to let him go, replace him, and carry on 
the Government without him. His loss would be a gain in 
every possible way, and the Government would be strengfhened 
instead of being weakened by Ms absence, even though he 
should throw himself into the arms of Bright and join him 
in a Radical opposition to his former colleagues. 

Bathy February IBth , — When I left London a fortnight 
ago tlie world was anxiously expecti^ig Gladstone’s speech 
in which he was* to put the Commercial Treaty and the 
Budget before the world. His own confidence and that of 
most of 1?B^ colleagues in his success was unbounded, but 
many inveighed bitterly against the Treaty, and looked 
forwaW with great alarm and aversion* to the Budget. 
Cl^endon shook his head. Overstone pronounced against the 
Treaty, tlTe ^^Times ^ thundered against it, and there is little 
doubt that it was unpopular, and becoming more so every 
. VOL. II. tJ 
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day. ‘'Then came Gladstone’s unlucky illness, which com- 
pelled lilm to put off his expose^ and made it doubtful 
whether he would not be physically disabled from doing 
justice to the subject. His doctor says he ought to have 
taken two months’ rest instead of two days’. However, at 
the end of his two days’ delay he came forth, and consmm 
omnium achieved one of the greatest triumphs t!ia.t the 
House of Commons ever witnessed. Everybody I have 
heard from admits that it was a magnificent display, nfet to 
be surpassed in ability of execution, and that he carried the 
House of Commons completely with him. can well believe 
it, for when I read the report of it the next day (a report I 
take to have given the speech verbatim) it carried me along 
with it likewise. For the moment opposition and criticism 
were silenced, and nothing was heard but the sound of praise 
and admiration. In a day or two, however, men began to 
disengage their minds from the bewitching influence of this 
great oratorical power, to examine calmly the different parts 
of the wonderful piece of machinery which Gladstone had 
constructed, and to detect and expose the weak points and 
objectionable provisions which it contained. I say ii^ for, as 
the Speaker writes to me, it must be taken as a whole or 
rejected as a whole, and he adds the first will be its fate. 

Clarendon, who has all along disapproved of the Treaty, 
wrote 'bo me that Gladstone’s success was complete, and 
public opinion in his favour. He s^s : ‘ I expect that the 
London feeling will be refleoted from the country, so that 
there will be no danger of rejection, though^ I think that the 
more the whole thing is considered, the less popular it will 
become. The no-pro\ision for the enormous deficit* that 
will exist next year will strike people, as w411 as the fact that 
the Budget is made up of expedients for the present year. 
The non-payment of the Exchequer bonds is t#^^l intents 
and purposes a loan; the war tax on tea and sugar, the 
windfall of the Spanish payment, the making the m^BBters 
and hopgrowers pay in advance, &c., are all Stopg^s. 
If anybody proposes it, I shall not be surprised if* an addi- 
tional Id. Income Tan in place of the war duties was 
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accepted oy Gladstone. He has a fervent imagination, 
which furnishes facts and arguments in support of them ; 
he is an audacious innovator, because he has an insatiable 
desire for popularity, and in his notions of government he is 
a far more sincere Eepublican than Bright, for his ungratihed 
personal vanity makes him wish to subvert the institutions 
and the classes that stand in the way of his ambition. The 
two are converging from different points to the same end, and 
if Gladstone remains in office long enough and is not more 
opposed by his colleagues than he has been hitherto, we shall 
see him propose a l^raduated Income Tax.’ These are only 
objections to the Budget, and speculations (curious ones) as 
to the character and futurity of Gladstone. 

In another letter he says : ^ Gladstone made a fair defence 
of the Treaty, though there are things in it which deserve 
the severest criticism and will get it, such as tying ourselves 
down about the exportation of coal (which is a munition of 
war), letting in French silks free while ours are to pay thirty 
per cent., and establishing a differential duty of nearly fifty 
per cent, in favour of light French wines against the stronger 
wines of Spain and Portugal, for that will be the operation 
of the Treaty.’ Since all this was written there has been a 
meeting of the Conservative party, and I hear this morning 
that Derby has decided to take the field with all his forces 
with a Eesolution against the condition about the exporta- 
tion of coal, and confining himseT to that, which will very 
likely be carried. On the other hand, the publicans and 
licensed victuallerf appear to be in arms against that part 
of tihe Budget which more immediately interests them, and 
are waging a fierce war in the Pres§ by their paper, the 
‘ Morning Advertisdt,’ so that in spite of his great triumph and 
all the admiration his eloquence and skill elicited, it is not all 
sunshine a^^^lain sailing with his measures. Delane writes 
to me that Gladstone will find it hard work to get his Bud- 
get tEiflbgh, that Peel when he brought forward his Budget 
had. a majority of ninety, all of wffiich he required to do it, 
whereas Palmerston cannot command a majority of nine. 

Lofhdon, February %2nd, — returne^ to town on Monday. 
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TbjB same niglit a battle took place in the House of 
Commons, in which Gladstone signally defeated Disraeli, 
and Government got so good a majority that it looks like 
the harbinger of complete success for their Tredty and their 
Budget. Everybody agrees that nothing could be more 
brilliant and complete than Gladstone’s triumph, which did 
not seem to be matter of much grief to many (jf the Con- 
servative party, for I hear that however they may still act 
together on a great field-day, the hatred and distrust of 
Disraeli is greater than ever in the Conservative ranks, and 
Derby himself , when he heard how his colleague had been 
demolished, did not seem to care much about it. They say 
that he betrays in the House of Commons a sort of conscious- 
ness of his inferiority to Gladstone, and of fear of encounter- 
ing him in debate. 

February — On Friday night Gladstone had another 

great triumph. He made a splendid speech, and obtained 
a majority of 116, which puts an end to the contest. He 
is now the great man of the day, but these recent proceed- 
ings have strikingly displayed the disorganised condition of 
the Conservative party and their undisguised dislike of their 
leader. A great many of them voted with Government on 
Friday night, and more expressed satisfaction at the result 
being a defeat of Disraeli. The Treaty and Budget, though 
many ^arts of both are obnoxious to criticism more or less 
well founded, seem on the whole not unpopular, and since 
their first introduction to haVe undoubtedly gained in public 
favour. This fact and the state of the Opposition prove |he 
impossibility of any change of Government. Gladstone too, 
as he is strong, seems disposed to be merciful, and has 
expressed his intention of taking fairly into consideration 
the various objections that may be brought forward, and to 
consent ^ reasonable alterations when good crfl'es are made 
out for them. There seems no doubt that his great measures 
were not approved of by the majority of the Cajiinet, but 
the malcontents do not seem to have been disposed to fight 
much of a battle agaipst the minority, which i^icluded both 
Palmerston and Lord John. 
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It is curious how this great question has thrown into the 
background all the questions about Italy and foreign policy, 
in regard to which public interest seems to be for the moment 
suspended, while Italian affairs are at a dead lock. It would 
be very inconsistent with the Emperor’s character if he had 
given up his design of appropriating Savoy, but he has 
certainly pg^stponed it, and will probably employ his versatile 
imagination in weaving some fresh web by means of which 
he may get it into his power. I have been reading the 
Italian Blue Book^ which is a creditable compilation. John 
Bussell’s positions are not unsound, but he is too controver- 
sial in his tone, and though he treats Austria with a decent 
consideration, and in no unfriendly spirit, he might as well 
have avoided arguing with Count Bechberg upon points 
and principles on which it was impossible they should ever 
agree. Throughout this compilation the embarrassment and 
perplexity of the Emperor Napoleon are conspicuous, and the 
difficulties into which he got himself by his vacillations and 
incompatible objects and obligations. His desire to adhere 
to the engagements he contracted at Yillafranca is obvious 
throughout, and the advice he gave the Pope seems to have 
been the best possible, and given in all sincerity.^ 

February — Gladstone is said to have become subject 

to much excitement, and more bitter in controversy in the 
House of Commons than was his wont. The severe working 
of his brain and the wonderful success he has obtained may 
account for this, and having had his own wa^^and triumphed 
oy^jT all opposition in the Cabinet, it is not strange that he 
should brook none anywhere elso. He has not faded to 
show a little of tl^e cloven foot, and t?) alarm people as to his 
future designs. Clarendon, who watches him, and has means 
of knowin^^is disposition, thinks that he is moving towards 
a Democratic union with Bright, the effect of whfeh will be 

Emperor told Metteraich tlie other day *hat he had made one 
..great mistake, which he had never ceased to regret, that immediately after 
Viljafranca^e ought to have marched 100,000 men into Tuscany on the plea 
of embarking them at Leghorn, and continued to occupy the country till the 
restoration of the Grand Duke was accomplished, hut that he h^ never 
contemplated the invincible resistance of the whole population. —C. O. G. 
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increased Income Tax and lowering the estimates by giving 
Tip tlie defences of the country, to which Sidney Herbert will 
never consent, and already these old friends and colleague® 
appear to be fast getting into a state of antagonism. Aber- 
deen told Clarendon that they would never go on together, 
and he thought Sidney Herbert would retire from the Cabinet 
before the end of the session. This of course hhpliea that 
Gladstone’s policy is to be in the ascendant, and that he L 
to override the Cabinet. 

There has been a dispute about the fntroduction of the 
Reform Bill. Lord John’s colleagues wished him to defer 
bringing it on, till more progress had been made in the 
fiscal and commercial measures, and represented the incon- 
venience of having the two discussions going on at the same 
time, but nothing would induce him to postpone it, and for 
the absurd reason that he wanted to bring in this Bill on 
the same day on which he had introduced the great Reform 
Bill in 1831, and to this fanciful object ho insisted on 
sacrificing all others. 

llatchford, March 7th , — Lord John Russell brought in 
his Reform Bill last week without exciting tlie smallest 
interest, or even curiosity, amidst profound indifference in 
the House and in the country. His measure was very mode- 
rate, and his speech temperate. It produces no enthusiasm, 
or satisfaction, or alarm. It will probably pass without any 
violent debates, and perhaps with very slight alterations. 
If the opponerfcs should succeed in making^ some, Lord John 
is not prepared to adhere obstinately to his measure, but firill 
come to terms. It settled that no discussion ^ould 
take place at the time, and nobody was indined for any. It 
hardly delayed the progress of Gladstone’s measures, so we 
heard no more complaints of Lord John’s p^^inacity in 
bringing it on upon March 1st. 

The Treaty, tke Budget, and the Reform Bill had^tteown 
foreign affairs into the background, but the ii^erest in 
them was suddenly aroused, and speedily absorbed every 
other, by the Emperor’s tspeech and M. Thouvenel^s despatches, 
all so mortifying and provoking to us. Up to this moment 
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Palmerston had been highly elated, and he and Lord Joha 
had been exulting in the fancied glory of being the Liberators 
of Italy, an^ of having procured the complete success of their 
own objects. As Clarendon wrote to me, *The Emperor 
must greatly enjoy the helplessness of Europe, and in feel- 
ing that be^rnay do just what he likes with perfect impunity. 
Eussia crippled, Austria rotten, Grermany disunited, and 
England, though growling, occupied in gnawing the Treaty 
bone he has tossed to her. All must submit to the laws 
made known to them through the “ Moniteur.” ’ If it were not 
so melancholy to see the miserable figure which England cuts 
in all this, it would be amusing to see it happen regnante 
Palmerston, and after all his incurable meddling and blus- 
tering to see him obliged to eat so much dirt. He may 
(though probably he does not) think he has lived too long 
to be reserved at the last jjeriod of his political^ career for 
such mortification. The Emperor said to somebody, ^L’Europe 
boudera, mais ne fera rien,’ and he is quite right. We seem 
to have arrived at the last act of the Italian drama, but it is 
still very uncertain how the denouement will be worked out 
and what the Emperor’s final will and pleasure will be. The 
Eomagna seems to present the greatest difficulty ; all the rest 
will find a tolerably easy solution. France will take what she 
wants of Savoy and give the rest to Switzerland, "v^ho upon 
those conditions is desirous of annexation, and Piedmont does 
not seem to care much about^ it. In this way the question of 
Savoy will be settled, if not by general consent, at least with 
general acquiescence and without any opposition. 

•March 9 th , — After all it is nOt improbable that Palmer- 
ston will have ithe gratification of seeing Tuscany annexed 
to Sardinia. Cavour has taken the line which Clarendon 
and I iigi^ped that he would very likely do, and sets France 
and Austria at defiance. We have seen France and Sardinda^ 
jcrin<ui in making war upon Austria, and^ow we have France^ 
and Austria joined in diplomacy against Sardinia. Nothing 
dan be*more curious than to see the unravelling of this web. 
Next weeic the Italian States severally vote their an- 
nexation to Sardinia, or their sejparate existence. If, as is 
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almost certain, the former is their decision, the King will 
accept their resolution, and Piedmontese troops will march, 
into Tuscany. Then we shall see what the Emperor Napoleon 
will do, and what he will permit Austria to do. 

8av&mahe, March ISth . — The affair of Savoy has been 
summarily settled by the will of the Emperor and J;he con- 
nivance of Cavour. The whole affair now appear* to have 
been a concerted villainy between these worthies, which as 
the plot has been developed excites here the most intense 
disgust and indignation. The feeling isth^) stronger because 
we have no choice but that of sulky and grumbling acqui- 
escence. The one redeeming point in the French act of 
violence was the apparent respect paid to Treaties and to the 
claims of Switzerland, Thouvenel having only the other day 
said that Faucigny and Ohablais should be ceded at once 
to Switzerland ; and now we hear that nothing of the kind 
is to be done, and that France seizes everything. ‘ It is in 
vain that the Houses of Parliament are advised to cease bark- 
ing, as they certainly do not mean to bite, and that the 
^ Times ’ recommends silence and moderation ; such enormi- 
ties as are unblushingly exhibited to the world excite an indig- 
nation which breaks through every restraint, and j)eople will 
not hold their peace, happen what may. The Opposition have 
turned the current of their wrath upon our Government, and 
have proved clearly enough that they had ample and timely 
notice of the Emperor’s intentions, •and that nevertheless 
they continued^ to urge with* all their might that policy 
which was certain to lead to the annexation \)f Savoy. That 
the Emperor and Cavour have been plotting together seems 
now quite certain, but v^ are still ignorant,^and may perhaps 
ever remain so, of the details of their delusive operations. 

^ [It is within my own knowledge that M. Thouvenel exffSised at that 
time the desire of the Emperor to do anything he could to help Lord 
Palmerston^ and accord^igly he proposed, unofficially, to surrender animftnex 
a considerable portion of the Faucigny district, down to the Fort da FEcluse, 
in the Jura, to the (Canton of Geneva, provided the British Q^vemmant 
would assent to the acquisition by France of the rest of Savoy. Lord 
Palmerston rejected the propo^l, saying to the person who conveyed it to 
him, * We shall shame them out of it.’ — K.] 
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The three great subjects which have occupied public 
attention all this year have been the Italian and its branches, 
Gladstone’s Treaty and Budget, and the Eeform Bill. Tip 
to the present time the two first have absorbed all interest, 
aiid the new Eeform Bill has been received with almost com- 
plete apathy, nobody appearing to know or care what its 
eflPects wojjld be, and most people misled by an apparent 
show of moderation and harmlessness in its details. But in 
the course of the last week the ‘ Times ’ set to work, in a 
series of very able articles, to show the mischievous and 
dangerous effects that the proposed franchise will produce, 
and these warnings, supported by ample statistical details, 
have begun to arouse people from their indifference and to 
create some apprehensions. I am informed that John Bussell 
framed his Bill in utter ignorance of these.important details, 
and, with the mixture of levity and obstinacy which has 
always distinguished him, has plunged the country into this 
dilemma for the sake of his own selfish and ambitious objects. 
But what is incomprehensible is that in such a numerous 
Cabinet as the present, and containing many men who cer- 
tainly once had strong Conservative opinions, he should not 
have met with a more strenuous opposition, and have been 
forced to alter his most obnoxious propositions, and I think 
-those who were better informed than Lord John, and saw 
whither his plan of Eeform was leading them, are more to 
blame than himself, it is im|)ossible to meet with any man 
who approves of this Bill, and who does notj abhor the idea 
any Eeform wnatever. All say that if the members voted 
by ballot there would be almost unanimity against it, and 
yet such is the Reorganised state of *the Conservative party, 
and such the want of moral courage and independence 
generally,, that this Bill will most likely pass unaltered. 

The prevailing hope is that the House of Lords will 
amen^ it, but Derby told somebody (I think it was Claren- 
don) that if those who dreaded the mischief of the measure 
iirthe Efc>use of Commons had not the courage and honesty 
to oppose it there and correct it, the^House of Lords should 
not, so far as his influence went, incur the odium of doing 
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the work which the House of Commons ought itself to do. 
Lyndhurst told me the other day that Derby had told Lady 
Lyndhurst he was so disgusted with the state ,of affairs at 
home and abroad, that he had serious thoughts of with- 
drawing from public life, and Clarendon told me that an 
eminent Conservative, who had begged not to be quoted^ 
had said that he knew Derby was violently discontented with 
Disraeli, and prepared to dissolve their political connexion. 

Welhy March 21 sf. — came here from Savernake on 
Monday. On Friday last in the House Of Lords^the Com- 
mercial Treaty and Budget, but the latter especially, were 
powerfully assailed by Grey, Overstone, and Derby, and 
very considerably damaged in argument, but probably in 
nothing else. The Government are as weak in the Lords as 
the Opposition are in the Commons, where, however, Disraeli 
seems to have made a very good speech against the Eeform 
Bill on Monday night. 

Torquay, March 2%th , — The past week has been remark- 
able for the speech in which John Eussell denounced in strong 
language the conduct of France, declared that we could no 
longer trust her, and that we must renew our intimacies 
with the other Powers. Whether all this was sincere and 
meant all it seems to do is yet to be discovered. The week 
was ne^r being still more remarkable, for the Eeform Bill was 
within an ace of falling to the ground by the House being 
counted out in the midst oj a debate. This would have 
been very ridiculous, but would have been hailed with delight 
by the House of Commons, and without dissatisfaction iby 
the country. Clarendon writes to me in a strain of bitter 
hostility to the Bill an^ disgust at everything, complains of 
the general apathy and the impossibility of rousing any spirit 
of opposition to what all abhor. Derby toldjwm that if 
twenty-five or even twenty Liberals would take the lead in 
opposing this Bill,;the whole Conservative party would Kupport 
them. Clarendon wrote to me when I was at Bath*that the 
time would probably come when Gladstone would propbse 
a graduated Income T^, and lo ! it has nearly come, for 
Gladstone gave notice the other night to people to be pre- 
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pared for it. The Triumvirate of Palmerston, John Bussell, 
and Gladstone, who have it all their own way, dragging after 
them the CJabinet, the House of Commons, and the country, 
mil probably be the ruin of this country. They are playing 
into the Emperor Napoleon’s hands, who has only to be 
patient ^and bide his time, and he will be able to treat aU 
Europe,’ England included, in any way he pleases. Nothing 
but som© spGedy change of Government and of system can 
avert the impending ruin. 

London, ApAl 2nd , — One day last week (as mentioned 
above), on one of the numerous discussions of the Savoy 
question in the House of Commons, John Russell electrified 
the House and rather astonished the country by delivering 
a very spirited speech, denouncing in strong terms the conduct 
of the Emperor Napoleon, and declaring the necessity of 
cultivating relations with the other Great Powers for the 
purpose of putting an effectual check upon the projects of 
French aggrandisement and annexation. I must own that 
my first impression was that this speech was made merely to 
deceive the House and the country, and was only a part of the 
collusive system between our Government and the French, by 
virtue of whicli Louis Napoleon has been enabled to work out 
all his objects and designs ; but though it is impossible to 
doubt that John Russell and Palmerston have all aV)ng been 
aware of the Emperor’s intentions with regard to Savoy, and 
that they have been more i^trmt upon procuring advantages 
for Sardinia and provoking Austria than upon thwarting the 
projects of France, I am inclined to see Lord John’s speech 
in Another light from what I hear since I came to town. 
He made it wi^out any previous consultation with his col- 
leagues, it having been one of those impromptus which he 
is so aptjto indulge in, and Palmerston, seeing the way 
in which it was received in the House and by the Press, 
appxTpved of its tone and expressed a fqll concurrence with 
it. Flahault, who went to Paris a few days ago, called on 
Palmefston before he went and asked if he wished him to 
say or do*anything there. Palmej^n said he might inform 
the Government that Lord John’s speech expressed the 
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unanimous opinion of the Cabinet here. In my opinion his 
apeech was a great imprudence, and will probably involve 
the necessity of our eating a great deal of humble pie. We 
have long ago declared that though we disapprove very much 
of the annexation of Savoy, we ehould take no steps to pre- 
vent it; but Lord John made a great distinction between 
the question of Savoy and Nice and that of Faucignj and 
Chablais, and though he did not commit himself to any 
positive course, he gave it to be inferred that something more 
would be required from us, in the way of opposition to the 
seizure of the latter, than there was any necessity for our 
making to that of the former. But the Emperor makes no 
such distinctions, and if, as is most probable, he does not 
admit our right to draw them, we shall be in an unpleasant 
fix, and have to back out of the position we have assumed in 
a way neither dignified nor creditable. 

The accounts from Paris are that this speech has made 
the French very insolent, and the Emperor more popular 
than he has been for a long time, as even his enemies say 
that they will rally round him to chastise English imperti- 
nence. Then as to forming alliances with the other Powers, 
which of course will be taken (as was intended) as a menace 
to France, nothing could be more ill-advised than such an 
' announcement, for the other Great Powers have neither the • 
ability nor the inclination to join us in any coalition, present 
or prospective, against France. Bussia and Austria hate us, 
as well they may, for we have done them both all the injury 
in our power, besides, heaping every sort of insult upon them. 
Austria is totally ruined, hopelessly bankrupt and torn, to 
pieces with internal disa'ffection and discontent. Bussia is 
hampered with her great serf question, and overwhelmed 
with financial embarrassments, which she owes in great 
measure to the Crimean War, and the unfortunate dissen- 
sion and estrangement between her and Austria are attri- 
butable to the same cause and to our policy. Prussia, the 
only one of the three that is able to make any efforts, and 
that has no cause of enmity against us, is always selfish 
and timorous, and is more occupied in trying to supplant 
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Austria in Germany than in taking defensive measures 
against French ambition ; nor is there in Germany any such 
strong sentiment of national independence as might induce 
the various States to sink their minor jealousies and partisan- 
ships in a general union, to meet any aggression that may 
proceed from France. Among the many schemes which the 
Imperial^ brain is supposed to be continually engendering, it 
is far from impossible that one may be the reconstruction 
of the kingdom of Westphalia, or at least of some Bhenish 
kingdom with the concurrence of Prussia, by concluding a 
bargain of partition with her. He might then replace old 
Jerome on the throne, and so get rid of his obnoxious son, of 
course taking as much of such acquired territory as he wanted 
for himself. All this is mere vague conjectural speculation, 
but it is m the cards, and it is at least as probable as that we 
should be able to form another coalition, like that which 
overthrew the first Napoleon, strong enough to cope with 
the present Napoleon. People are beginning at last to doubt 
whether the war we waged against Eussia four years ago 
was really a wise and politic measure ; but the whole country 
went mad upon that subject, I never could understand why. 
Palmerston took it up to make political capital out of it, and 
made himself popular by falling in with the public humour, 
and making the country believe that he was the only man 
really determined to make war on Eussia, and able to bring the 
war to a successful end. Aberdeen, who was wise enough 
to see the folly of quarrelling'-vrith Eussia and sacrificing all 
our old alliances to a new and deceitful one with France, was 
unable to stem the torrent, and fell under its violence. His 
fault was his not resigning oflSce wh^^n he found it impossible 
to carry out his*policy and maintain peace. 

A propos of the Eiissian War, I heard lately an anec- 
dote for the first time that surprised me. Everybody knbws 
that we beat up for allies and even mercenary aid against 
Eussifc in every direction, but it is n^t known that our 
(government earnestly pressed the Portuguese Government 
to join in the war, and to send a contingent to the Crimea, 
and that on the refusal of the latter to do so, the Ministers 
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made the Queen appeal personally to Lavradio and urge him 
to persuade his Government to comply with our wishes ; but 
Lavradio represented to Her Majesty, as he had done to her 
Ministers, that Portugal had no quarrel with Eussia, and no 
interest in joining in the war ; on the contrary, Portugal was 
under obligations to the Emperor of Eussia, and she there- 
fore would have nothing to do with the contest. This was 
a most extraordinary proceeding, and it was contr&fy to all 
usage as well as all propriety to make the Queen interpose 
in person on such an occasion. 

April 4ith, — Clarendon has just been hSre talking over 
the state of affairs, in the course of which he alluded to 
what had passed in the autumn of ’58 between the Emperor 
and him, and between His Majesty and Palmerston, In 
September he had a long conversation with the Emperor, in 
the course of which he asked Clarendon, ^ Supposing I find 
myself compelled to go to war with Austria, what part would 
England take in the contest ? ’ Clarendon replied that it 
would depend upon the circumstances of the case and the 
cause that would be shown for such a war, and that he must 
not be misled by the language of the English Press and the 
prejudice which no doubt existed in England against Austria 
and her system of government, which would not be sufficient 
^ to make us take any part against her. On comparing notes 
with Palmerston afterwards. Clarendon found that Louis 
Napoleon had put the same question to Palmerston, who had 
given him the same answer. « When they went to Com- 
piegne in November of the same year, they both had conver- 
sations separately of the same character, and when they after-^ 
wards compared notes an(J Clarendon' usked Palmerston wliat 
impression the Emperor’s words had left on* his mind, Pal- 
merston replied he thought either that the Emperor had 
abandoned the design he had certainly been meditating to go 
to war, or he had resolved upon it, but did not choose to 
acknowledge his intentions to them, and this Clarendoni^aid 
was exactly the same opinion as he had formed. This/ how- 
ever, was not above six weeks before his famous speech* to the 
Austrian Ambassador (AvBioh was a declaration of war), and 
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therefore the latter conjecture was the correct one. • We 
talked over Lord John’s speech and his letter in answer 
to Thouvenel. Clarendon said that this despatch was en- 
tirely written by Palmerston himself, that anybody as well 
acquainted with their styles as he was must be quite certain 
of this, but that he knew it to be the case. He had a con- 
versation with Palmerston the other day, who praised Lord 
John’s speech and said it would do good, and he thought the 
question of Savoy was in a very satisfactory state* 

Palmerston, he told me, had said more to Plahault ’ than 
I had been appris#Bd of. Plahault went to him, and found 
him just going to the House of Commons. Plahault asked 
him to let him get into his carriage, which he did, and when 
Plahault asked what he should say to the Emperor, and 
Palmerston told him to say that the Emperor had better 
read Lord John’s speech, and understand that he (Palmerston) 
agreed in every word of it, Plahault said, ‘ Then you mean 
that you have no longer any confidence in the Emperor, or 
place any reliance upon his word.’ Palmerston replied, ‘I 
do mean this. After having been repeatedly deceived and 
misled by his professions and assurances, it is impossible 
that I can place any further confidence in him.’ Then said 
Plahault, ‘ There will be war,’ to which Palmerston rejoined 
that he hoped not, that nobody could be more anxious to 
avoid war than he was. , 

This was very spirited and becoming, and Clarendon said 
he highly approved of’ such a^tone. I said that I had all 
along suspected that there was a secret uncJerstanding and 
coilusion between Palmerston and the Emperor, and that 
Palnlerston had given His Majesfty to understand that if 
he would set Italy free, he might do what he pleased with 
regard to Savoy, but that what had recently passed seemed 
to negative j^that idea. Clarendon replied he had no doubt 
Palmerston had very often said to Persigny what, if repeated 
by Persigny to the Emperor with some exaggerations and 
suppresifions, would convey as much to His Majesty, for 
Palmersiton had a dozen times said to him (Clarendon) that 
' [Count de* Plahault was at this time Frenjcli Ambassador in London.] 
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the liberation and settlement of Italy was of far greater 
consequence than the preservation of Savoy to Piedmont. 

April Sth , — ^To The Grove on Thursday afternoon, and 
returned yesterday. On Good Friday morning George 
Lewis and I were left alone, when we talked over the ques- 
tions of the day, and he quite amazed me by the way in 
which he spoke of his principal colleagues. I asked him if 
John Eussell was not exceedingly mortified at the ’ill-success 
of his Reform Bill and its reception in the House of Commons- 
and in the country. George Lewis said he did not think 
he felt this, that at present his mind was ‘'entirely occupied 
with foreign politics, and he was rejoicing in the idea of 
having been largely instrumental to the liberation of Italy; 
and as to Reform, that he was satisfied with having redeemed 
tbe pledge he gave to Bright to propose a 6Z. franchise, 
and having done this he did not care about the result, as he 
had never pledged himself to carry it. The most strange 
thing to me is, that George Lewis seemed not to be alive to 
the culpable levity of such conduct, or to the censure to 
which his own conduct is obnoxious in consenting to act 
with such a man, and to be a party to such a measure. 

With regard to Palmerston, he said that Palmerston 
thought of nothing but his pro-Sardinian and anti-Austrian 
schemes, and he was gratified by seeing everything in that^ 
quarter » turning out according to his wishes, that in the 
Cabinet he took very little part and rarely spoke. Gladstone 
George Lewis evidently distrusts, and his financial schemes 
and arrangements are as distasteful to him as possible. He 
is provoked at Gladstone’s being able to bear down all 
opposition, and carry ^11 T)efore him by the force of* his 
eloquence and power of words, and what I*have said of his 
conduct in supporting John Russell is still more applicable 
to it in reference to Gladstone and his measure*, which he 
thinks more dangerous by far than he does Lord John’s 
Reform Bill and 6^#^ clause. I asked him what was to fee the 
end of this Bill, and he said he did not expect it to pass, 
that probably the debates on it would be so spun out*‘ and so 
many delays interposed that either it would fail in the House 
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■of Commons itself, or even if it passed, the House of Lords 
would say it came up too late for them to examine and 
consider it, and it would be thrown out there. I gathered 
in the course of conversation that Palmerston (whose whole 
Antecedents and recorded opinions forbid the idea of his 
approving such a measure) would be glad to see the franchise 
raised, and that SI, and 151, would in his view improve the 
Hill. 

May 6th , — Since I wrote the above, nearly a month ago, 
I have been out of the way of hearing anything on public 
affairs, till a da^’^or two ago when I called on Clarendon, 
when he told me some things not without interest, partly 
about domestic and partly about foreign affairs. The latter 
of course related to the inexhaustible subject of the Emperor 
H’apoleon’s projects and machinations. His Majesty, it seems, 
has recently had a conversation with M. de Moustier, French 
Minister at Vienna, in the course of which he told him that 
it was an absolute necessity to France to carry her frontier 
to the Rhine. About the same time Cavour had signified 
(I forget whether it was to the same de Moustier or to some 
other person) that Sardinia must obtain possession of Venetia. 
These necessities, it can hardly be doubted, are expressed 
and resolved upon by a common accord. Austria has been 
already completely crippled by the late war ; if threatened 
in Italy she will employ all her resources in defence *of her 
Italian territory, and she will be quite unable, even if she 
were willing, to join m any measures of resistance to the 
attempts of Franco upon Germany. Prussia has had the 
egregious folly to renew her feud with Denmark upon the 
affaif of Schleswig-Holstein, and id aJ)out to provoke a fresh 
war on that question. Denmark thus threatened appeals to 
France for aid, which France is too happy to afford, as she 
will therebTt in all probability find a good pretext for inter- 
ference, and for the furtherance of all her designs. There 
seems iio doubt that a Treaty of some sprt has been con- 
cluded between France and Denmark. In this difficult and 
menacing posture of affairs, England will sooner or later 
have to play a part of some sort,and.Tt is disquieting enough 

VOL. II. X 



806 KEiaN OF OUElEN VICTOEIA. [Cflilp. XIX. 

to reflect upon our diplomacy being under tbe cbar^ of 
John Eussell and of Palmerston. 

After lingering on for several weeks with unprecedented 
tardiness and delay, and a languid uninteresting discussion — 
debate it cannot be called — ^the second reading of the Eeform 
Bill has at last passed without opposition. The last nights 
have been remarkable for the speeches hostile to tfle Bill of 
several Liberal members, and the increasing proofs of its 
prodigious unpopularity. Everybody is sick of the sub- 
ject, and those who desire that some modified and amended 
measure may pass, only do so because t£ey have a horror 
of seeing another Bill brought in next year, and they hope 
that they may now purge this Bill of its worst and most 
dangerous defects, and close the subject for several years to * 
come. Some think that it is impossible to devise any means 
by which this Bill can be made anything like safe and expe- 
dient, and would therefore prefer to throw it out and run 
all chances for the future. At least one half of the Govern- 
ment, with Palmerston himself at the head of the dissentients, 
regard this Bill with alarm and aversion, and now that the 
difficulty, if not impossibility, of passing it is obvious, they 
are prepared to make every sort of sacrifice, even of its most 
vital provisions. Palmerston told George Lewis so, and 
that John Eussell himself would submit to an alteration of 
the franchise to the amount of 1 hi, for the counties and 87. 
for the towns. They know that no ^question of resignation 
is involved in this discussionv and that whatever may be the 
fate of their Bill, they will still keep their places, which no 
concession will endanger, and accordingly they are read^ to 
agree to any compron^ise which will secure the Bill’s passing 
through Parliament in any shape or way ; *but notwithstand- 
ing this pliant disposition, it is very doubtful whether the 
Bill can pass. It will not commence its career in Committee 
till the first week in June, and it is hardly possible it can 
reach the Housf of Lords before the middle or# end of 
July, and the Ijords may very well decline to enfbr on its 
consideration at that late period. ‘ 

May 9th , — A correspondence appears in the newspapers 
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between Lord Grey and John Enssell, couched in terms of no 
small bitterness. Such a correspondence between men of 
such eminence and of the same political colour shows up to 
the world the insincerity with which, for political motives 
at the time urgent, they have spoken in their places in 
Parliament. It is no new thing that members of the same 
Cabinet sjiould often differ, and that vehemently on par- 
ticular questions, and yet when these questions come under 
Parliamentary discussion, that they should exhibit to the 
world the semblaqpe of an agreement and concurrence which 
is remote from the truth. But though this is well under- 
stood to be of not unfrequent occurrence, and sooner or later 
the details of the truth often leak out, it is much to be 
regretted that men should exhibit themselves and each other 
in the way which this correspondence does, for such exhibi- 
tions cannot fail to excite suspicions of the sincerity, con- 
scientiousness, and truth of public men. When Governments 
are entirely of one party colour, either wholly Whig or 
wholly Tory, and when they are presided over by some man 
of supereminent authority, such differences and consequent 
difficulties are not likely to happen often; but as of late 
years parties have been broken up, and composite Govern- 
ments have been formed, combining men of the most oppo- 
site original principles, and imbued with very different and 
incompatible opinions on various subjects, it must be con- 
tinually happening that candid discussions and disputes in 
the Cabinet should be followecf by insincere ^nd untruthful 
♦ declarations and argumentations in public. The understood 
practice from time immemorial has^ been, that a dissentient 
from the general opinion of his colleag&es upon smy Important 
question must either consent to merge his own opinion in 
theirs, or retire from office; and then the conduct of the 
dissentient W?Ls regulated by his view of the importance of 
the matter at issue. Of course if a man were to break off 
from hih^ colleagues upon every matter of difference, how- 
ever small, no Government could possibly go on for many' 
months or p/prhaps weeks, but it is impossible in these days 
not to be struck with the fact that so nlany men are indisposed 
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to consider anything of sufficient importance to resign their 
offices rather than sacrifice their enlightened consciences and 
mature judgenients. 

May 12th . — Not more than three months ago Gladstone 
was triumphant and jubilant; he had tahen the House of 
Commons and the country captive by his eloquence, and 
nothing was heard everywhere but songs of praise and ad- 
miration at his marvellous success and prodigious genius. 
There never was a greater reaction in a shorter time. Every- 
body's voice is now against him, and his famous Treaty and 
his Budget are pronounced enormous and dangerous blunders. 
Those who were most captivated now seem to be most vexed 
and ashamed of their former fascination. They are provoked 
with themselves for having been so duped, and a feeling of • 
resentment and bitterness against him has become widely 
diffused in and out of the House of Commons, on his own 
side as well as on the other. It was the operation of this 
feeling which caused the narrow majority on the Paper 
Duties the other night, when it seems as if a little more 
management and activity might have put him in a minority, 
and it is the same thing which is now encouraging the 
House of Lords, urged on by Derby, to throw out the Eeso- 
lution when it comes before them. Derby has announced 
that he shall exert himself to the utmost to procure the re- 
jection of the Bill in the House of Lords, and if he perseveres 
he will probably obtain a very unwise and perilous success, 
which he will before long h&ve to regret. 

May 17 th \ — Clarendon dined With Derby about a week^^ 
ago, when Derby explained to him all his reasons for peAist- 
ing in his opposition to the Paper Duties Bill. Clafendon 
said he did not talk rashly and in Rupett vein, but gave a 
well-considered and well-argued statement of the grounds 
on which he purposed to proceed. Clarendon ^tvidently sym- 
pathised with him, but not without much apprehension 
and doubt as to the expediency of his course. Derby appears 
to ha;ve taken and to be taking prodigious pains with his 
case, and he said that his object was to have a ^edt financial 
debate in the Lords on the Treaty and the Budget. Gran- 
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ville tells me they shall be beaten by a large majority, and he 
owns that the debate will be almost all one way. There is 
nothing on the Treasury Bench or behind it able to grapple 
with ^erby, Monteagle, Overstone, and Grey on such a ques- 
tion, though Granville expects Argyll to get up the question 
and to i^peak well on it, and he expects something from 
Newcastle >and Eipon, but Clarendon told me (which of 
course he had from Lewis) the curious fact that Palmerston 
himself views with pleasure the prospect of the rejection of 
the Bill. A queet* state of things indeed when the Prime 
Minister himself secretly desires to see the defeat of a 
measure so precious to his own Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

Frederick Cadogaii came over from Paris the other day, 
and told Clarendon that Cowley was in very bad spirits 
about the asx)ect of foreign affairs, that all intimacy and 
confidence between the Emperor and him was at an end, 
and that it was more and more evident that His Majesty 
meant to follow his own devices, whatever they might be, 
without reference to anybody, or caring for the opposition 
or the assent of any other Powers. 

The Garibaldi expedition is supposed to have given great 
umbrage to France, but not without some suspicions that 
secretly she is not sorry for it, and thinks in its compli- 
cations she may find matter to turn to her own account. 
Everybody believes that Cavour has covertly connived at it, 
though he pretends to oppose it. Certainly no resolute 
attempts were made to obstruct the expedition by the Sar- 
dinian Government, and none whatever by France, who, if 
she »eally cared to stop it, might easily have done so by 
sending ships fropi Toulon for the purpose. 

Talking of Neapolitan affairs, Pahlen told me yesterday 
an almosif incredible anecdote, but of which he said there 
was no doul&t of the truth. There is just arrived a new 
Neapolitan Minister, Count Ludolph, grandson of the Lttdolph 
who was* formerly here. He has replaced tSe former Minister, 
wht) by his own desire was recently recalled, and he had 
begged for* his recall because he had been grossly insulted 
by Palmerston at the Queen’s Drawing Eoom, his stoiy 
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being that in that room, in the Queen’s presence (who was 
of course out of hearing), Palmerston had attached him on 
the proceedings of his Government and the conduct of the 
King, telling him that a revolution would probably be the 
consequence thereof, which would be nothing more than they 
deserved, and which would be seen in this country with uni- 
versal satisfaction. The man was so flabbergasted by this 
unexpected and monstrous sortie that he had not presence 
of mind to make a suitable answer, and to rijposter with 
the spirit which the occasion required ^ him. I must 
endeavour to find out if this is true. Palmerston has always 
been noted for the vivacity and often acerbity of his language 
in despatches, but in oral communications and in speeches he 
has never been reproached with intemperance or incivility, but, 
on the contrary, has always evinced self-control and gentle- 
manlike and polite behaviour and language. 

May 2St}u — Epsom engaged all my attention last week, 
and I could not find time to notice the debate in the Lords 
on the Paper Duties, and the extraordinary majority, so 
much greater than anybody expected. Lyndhurst under- 
took to speak on the constitutional part of the question, 
and got leave to speak early (between Granville and Mont- 
eagle) that he might go home to celebrate his birthday, 
which fell on that day, when he completed his eighty-eighth 
year. He made a very good speech, and met with an en- 
thusiastic reception. Lady Palmerstcm was in the gallery, 
openly expressing her wishes that the Bill might be rejected 
by a large majority. Her language on this and other ocqgi- 
sions so shocked some of ^ the more zealous Whigs, thai^the 
Duke of Bedford was ^ked by one or more of them to re- 
monstrate with her on the way she talked, but she knows 
very well that Palmerston is of the same mind, though he 
cannot avow his real sentiments in the way she^oes. Pal- 
merston said to Gladstone, ‘ Of course you are mortified and 
disappointed, but y'^ur disappointment is nothing tt>^mine, 
who had a horse with whom I hoped to win the Dejby, and 
he went amiss at the lagt moment.’ The affair lw.s gone off 
very quietly, the House df Commons not being the least dis- 
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posed to quarrel with the Lords about it. Even J ohn Eussell, 
who had talked very absurdly, held moderate and prudent 
language in the House,' 

June loth. — At Ascot last week. Palmerston was there, 
and went up to town on Thursday (going reluctantly) to 
assist at jbhe withdrawal by John Bussell of the Beform Bill. 
There was^ 9, Cabinet the preceding day, at which Palmerston 
said, ^We must now settle what is to be done about the 
Beform Bill.’ John Bussell said, ‘ I know what my opinion 
is, and if anybody^wishes to hear it I am ready to give it.’ 
They all said they did wish it, when he announced that 
he thought it ought to be withdrawn. Everybody agreed 
except Gladstone, who made a long speech in favour of going 
on with it, which nobody replied to, and there it ended, A 
discussion took place as to what should be said, and strong 
opinions expressed that nothing but moderate language 
should be employed, which John Bussell agreed to, and he 
acted up to it by making a very becoming speech, which 
would have been faultless if he had not announced another 
Beform Bill on the earliest possible occasion. This, too, he 
did entirely off his own bat, and without any consultation 
or agreement with his colleagues. Fortunately these an- 
nouncements are no longer so important or so binding 
as heretofore, and I think it probable, unless there is some 
great change in public opinion (which is not likely), that 
when the time draws near Palmerston and a majority of the 
Gabinet will not consent to a frisL attempt. 

July 8th, — I have been so ill till within the last few days 
that S have not had energy enough.to do anything. I have 
known but little, and that little I could not bring myself to 
write down here. In fact, it is high time that I should close 
these records once for all, which I am morally and physically 
incapable of ‘continuing with any probability of making 

them interesting. It is not very consistent with this opinion 
' » 

^ [A Bill for aholisliing the duty on paper was carried in the House of 

Com«ons March 12 by a majority of 246 to 192. It was rejected on 
May 21 by the ^ouse of Lords by a majority of 193 to 104. The dispute was 
eventually settled by a resolution for removjifg so much of the duty on 
paper as exceeded the Excise duty at home.] 
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to fill a page or two witli the recent trans(^ction in the House 
of Commons, with reference to the duty on paper. Every- 
body allows that Palmerston got out of his difficulty with 
consummate tact and discretion, and that Gladstone’s conduct 
was inexcusable. The Eesolutions concocted by Palmerston 
had been fully discussed and agreed ^to in the Cabinet (reluc- 
tantly of course by Gladstone), and Palmerston’s epeech was 
received with general approbation in the House. It was 
excellent, fair and moderate, the argument logically consistent 
with the Eesolutions, but displeasing to Gladstone and the 
highflyers because it made a sort of excuse for the Lords, or 
rather it set forth the grounds on which the Lords might think 
themselves justified in acting as they did, without having any 
of the motives and designs which the Gladstones and Brights 
attributed to them. All this elicited great applause from 
the Opposition side of the House, and their cheers were very 
offensive to and grated on the ears of the ultra-Liberals. 
Everything would have ended quietly, and the Eesolutions 
would have passed without a debate, but Gladstone could 
not stand it, and, urged by spite and mortification, he must 
needs get up and make a most violent speech, really, though 
not avowedly, in opposition to Palmerston, and with the 
object of provoking a long and acrimonious debate. In this 
he onlj^ partially succeeded, and not for long. The debate 
lasted one night more, but nothing could be made of the 
Amendments. Palmerston kept his “temper and displayed 
great firmness .and resolution. The House was with him. 
Bright, partly from being very unwell, and probably partly 
from some discretion, made a moderate speech; everybody 
seemed determined to bring the matter tq an end, and the 
Eesolutions were very triumphantly carried. Granville told 
me yesterday morning that it was a toss up whether Glad- 
stone resigned or not, and that if he did, it would break up 
the Liberal party, to which I replied that I was confident 
would not resign, and if he did, it would have no effect on 
the bulk of the Liberal party. » • 

July 17th , — I met Charles Villiers at diiftier at the 
Travellers’ last night and had some talk with him, parti- 
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culjarly about Gladstone, He thinks it far ^better that he 
should not resign, as he could, and probably would, be very 
mischievous out of office. Ho says people do not know the 
House of Commons, and are little aware that there is an 
obscure but important element in it of a Eadical complexion, 
and that there are sixty or seventy people who would consti- 
tute thel'Aselves followers of Gladstone, and urge him on to 
every sort of mischief. They are already doing all they can 
to flatter and cajole him, and once out of office, his great 
talents and oratorical powers would make him courted by 
all parties, even the Tories, who would each and all be very 
glad to enlist him in their service. It is impossible to cal- 
culate on the course of a mail so variable and impulsive, but 
at present it looks as if he liad made up his mind to swallow 
his mortifications and disappointments and to go on with his 
present colleagues, though Charles Villiers says^ he is very 
dejected and uneasy in his mind, and very gloomy in the 
Cabinet. 

I asked him if he had seen Senior’s last Journals, relating 
his visit to Paris, which he had not. T told him they were 
very interesting, and that all his interlocutors, however 
varying in opinions upon other subjects, were agreed as to 
the certainty of the Emperor’s meditating fresh wars and 
■ aggressions, and sooner or later a war with us. He said he 
thought it probable that any attempt on Belgium would be 
deferred till after Kihg Leopold’s death (who is seventy-five 
years old), at which time in ail probability the annexation 
•'vould be attemj^ted, and with very reasonable prospects of 
being assented to by the Belgians themselves, an idea which 
had not struck but which I think exceedingly likely. 

Buxton^ August \Hli , — I came here for my health and to 
try and patch myself up a fortnight ago, since which I have 
heard and learnt nothing of wh^b is passing in the world 
,but what I read in the newspapers. The session of Parlia- 
ment was drawing to a close, and it ^as understood that 
■there was to be one more fight in the House of Commons (on 
the remotal of the Customs dutiesv on paper), and then the 
remaining business was to be hurried through as quickly as 
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possible. The Opposition made strenuous efforts to obtain a 
majority, and were sanguine of success. The Speaker wrote 
me an account of what passed, and I shall copy out the 
greatest part of his letter. ‘ The division of thirty-three on 
the Paper Duties was a surprise to all on the spot. As late 
as eleven that evening Sir George Grey told us the division 
seemed very doubtful. The Irishmen held off indignant at 
Palmerston’s having mentioned with approval the landing of 
Garibaldi on the mainland. This was held to be an insult 
to the Pope, so More O’FarreU, Monsell, Sir John Acton, and 
eight or ten more would not vote at all. It seemed doubtful 
to the last. It is a great thing for the Government in many 
ways, not the least in having won the battle without the 
Pope and his men. It puts the Government in so much 
better and stronger a position with that party. The great 
result is to give some life to half-dead, broken-down, tempest- 
tossed Gladstone. When after the division he rose to pro- 
pose the second Resolution, he was cheered by the Free- 
traders as he had not been cheered since the Budget Speech. 
Colonel Taylor tells me they had been led to success by pro- 
mises from two quarters. First the paper-makers and the 
Times ” engaged to bring fifty men to the post, and only 
brought five. The Irishmen promised to be twenty-five, but 
' were only eleven, the others standing off and not voting. I 
have a long letter from Cobden, angry about fortifications 
und Volunteers.’ This morning I received another letter from 
the Speaker, enclosing Cobden ^s, which he has sent me to 
read. He says, ‘ It is written in rather a spirit of exaggera* 
tion, but it is the fault of Cqbden’s mind to see one object«so 
strongly, that his view cinnot embrace another at the same 
time.’ Cobden’s is well written, and contains much that is 
true, but he has evidently been so cajoled and flattered at 
Paris that he is now compltstely bamboozled, and so credulous 
that he takes for gospel all the Emperor says, and complains 
bitterly of ^ all that is going on at home ’ and espe&ally 
of the tone of Palmerston’s and Sidney Herbert’s sp^chesi 
* Believing,’ he says, ‘ that the new French tariff will realise 
a complete revolution in tKe commercial relations of the two 
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countries, and having taken pains to impress this opinion on 
the Government, I am amazed at the coarse they are taking. 
The language of Palmerston and Sidney Herbert, coupled 
with the fortification scheme (he says), cuts the ground, on 
which I urged the Emperor to enter on the Free Trade 
policy, from under my feet. Hine tenths of his motives for 
making the plunge into*that policy now were political rather 
than politico-economical; he aimed at conciliating the English 
people, and I did not hesitate to assure him that if he entered 
without reserve gn the Free Trade path, it would be taken 
as a proof of his pacific intentions by the British public.’ 

London, November ISth . — At the end of three months 
since I last wrote anything in this book, I take my pen in 
hand to record my determination to bring this journal (which 
is no journal at all) to an end. I have long seen that it is 
useless to attempt to carry it on, for I am entirely out of the 
way of hearing anything of the slightest interest beyond 
what is known to all the world. I therefore close this record 
without any intention or expectation of renewing it, with a 
full consciousness of the smallness of its value or interest, 
and with great regret that I did not make better use of the 
opportunities I have had of recording something more worth 
reading. 
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61 ; English and French fleets sail 
for Dardanelles, 69 ; hopes of peace, 
78, 79; dangers at Constnntinoplo, 
two ships of each fleet go up Darda- 
neUj5S, 85, 90; British and French 
-fleets enter Black Sea, 111 ; pro- 
posals of n(‘gotiation with Kussia 
, and Turkey, 124; Blue Books on 
l^a-stern question well received by 
public, 135 ; popularity of war, 136 : 
war declared, 1 49 ; union of English 
and French policy as to Spain, 172 ; 
attack of allied forces on the Kedan 
repulsed, 203 ; peace concluded, ii. 
^9 ; England’s balance-sheet after 
war, 72 ; accused by France of har- 
bouring assassins, 167 
'Evans, Crcneral, proposes to embark 
troops after Inkerman, ii. 37 


F LAIIAULT, Count de, French 

Ambassador at London, conversa- 
tion of, >vith Paliperston, ii. 303 
■ Fould, M. Aehille, invited to Windsor, ii. 
110; letter of French Emperor to, 283 
Free trade, letter of French Emperor 
on, with France, ii. 283 


jPlATlIBALDI expedition, ii. 309 
vT Gibsoit, Mr. Milner, motion of, car- 
ried against Conspiracy Bill, ii. 162 
Gladstone, Bt. Hon. W, E., famous 
Budget of, i. 59; popubarity con- 
sequent on, 69, 60;; attempt to ex- 
tort money from, 62; fliiling prestige 
as a financier. 160; failure of his 
Exchequer Bill, 167; bis great spqeeli 
on Budget, 169 ; speech agaiAtt Lord 
J. Ilussell, 232 ; joins Lord Palmer- 
, ston's Government., 238 ; reported 
leader of Oppositioft^Tfi 68; strong 
feeling against, on the Ciinr' -debat.e, 
94; speech of, the question, htw his 
article in ‘ Quartprly,’ 190; appointed 
Lord High Commissioner of Ionian 
Islands, 222 ; spt'ech oli on his Bud- 
get, 290 ; second speech, and majority, 
292 ; reaction against his Budget, 308 
Graliam, Rt. Hon. Sir J ames, on Eastern 
question, opinion of, i. 88 ; indiscreet 


GRE 

spech^of, at dinner to Admirfil C. 
Nn^er, 146 

Granville, Rt. Hon. Earl , of, conversa- 
tion of, with Lord J. Russell oa 
Reform Bill,, i. 143; st^gperseded bV 
Lord John as President erf Council, 
163 ; conversation of; with Mr. Gre- 
villo on Russian answer to Proposals, 
ii. 6 ; at coronation of Czar at 
Mosq<)w, 54; on its cost, e 55; sent 
for by the Queen, 252 unable to 
form a Government, 252 

Greville, Charles C., Mr,, opinion of, 
on Wellington’s funeral, i. 7; attends 
no Council during nine months of 
Lord Dorby’ssMinistry, 28; goes to 
AVindsor, 28 ; visits Bowood, dis- 
cusses Reform, 30 ; comments of, on 
Disraeli's oratory, 42 ; remarkable 
prediction of, as to Franco, 47 ; con- 
versation of, with Disraeli, 60 ; visits 
Ascot, 68 ; conversations with Claren- 
don on war, 75; with Graham on 
Ejistern question, 88 ; with Clarendon, 
89 ; his conviction on party strife, 94 ; 
his view of Palmerston’s position, 
94 ; remarks on the Queen’s sagacity, 
191 ; opinion of, on Lord J. Russell’s 
Reform Bill, 104 ; convtrsation of, 
with Graham on Palmerston, 106 ; 
conference of, with Diiko of Bedford, on 
Palmerston, 110 ; on his resignation, 
112; share of, in conciliatory over- 
tures to Palmerston, 113, 114, 115 ; 
letter of, to the ‘ Times’ on Palmer- 
ston, 114; strong letter of,, to Gra- 
ham, 119; final judgment of, on 
Palmerston’s ^resignation, 120 ; 

121, 122; visit to Bowood, 122; 
conversation of, on Russian designs, 
123; (Ki alterations in Reform IJi 11, 
124 ; comments 6f, on virulence of 
Tory press, 128 ; letters of, to ‘ Morn- 
ing Herald’ and ‘Times,’ vindi- 
cating Prince Albert, 130; praftos 
Clarendon, as compared with P^lmer- 
ston, 135; on Stratford’s despatches, 
136 ; his opinion of Emperor Napo- 
leon’s conduct, 138; on Lord J. 
Russell’s discontent, 148 ; and strait- 
ened circumstances, 148; strongly 
disapproves of wff; 149; on the 
weakness of the Government, 153 ; 
ridicules notion of Fast Day, 153 ; 
on tlie weakness . of Go^f^rnmenf, 
16,8 ; and breakdown of psfirties, 158 ; 
on rashness of Gladstone* 159 ; •on- 
versation of, with Lord Cowley, on 
French Emperor and fhe Court, 160 ; 
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Qim 

his articl6 in ‘Edinburgh R'ovievr,’ 

1 60 ; on chang^e of Grorornmont plans, 
163; on X'Orcl J. RuseeJl’s -wvuit; of 
dolifsicy tyad^ronsideration, 1G4; on 
Lord John’s deplorable posilion, 167 ; 
on the character of Aberdeen’s 
Goverpmont, 173 ; confimicd, 174-75; 
oflfopt of quarrel with Russia, 177; 
and of!Piilrnorston’s rosifrniiti#n, 1 78 ; 
on difRcuhjcs of the campaign, 182; 
on military commandors in L'l'inioa, 
183; on Ministorial dis.jgroemcnts, 
185; on Prince Albert's visit to 
France, 185; on victory of Alma, 
188; on tlio Ivoyal %ivitations, 180; 
•on the Crinioau expeditioii, 189; 
visit of, to Newmarket, and resolve 
to give up race-horses, 191; on the 
dcTonco of H<‘bastopol, 195 ; and 
isstie of war, 19(5; nomination of 
Nlieriffs, 198 ; on gallantry of English 
forces, 200; criticis(',s aceonnts of In- 
kerman, 201; on Lord Raglan as a 
general, 20-1; the sufferings of the 
army, 204 ; opinion of, on IJright's 
letter, 207 ; his review of the year 
(1854), 212 ; eonfcrence of, with 

Ijord Cowley and Clan lulon on I'Veneh 
alliance, 212, 213 ; on Austria, 214; 
•on Lord J. Russell’s position, 218; ort 
Russian diplomacy, 219; on deplora- 
ble state of the army, 224 ; on chances 
. of peace, 227 ; negotiations, 228 ; con- 
demns Lord J. RussoU’s resigtiation, 
230 ; on his real motives, 233 ; com- 
ments of, on Palmerston s fiov'ern- 
^ ment, 239; on Austrian policy. 226 ; 
on Palmerston’s reception in House, 
245 ; on th(' wcakiuiss of 3*jilmerston 
and his (government , 248 ; literary oc 
-cupatioas of, 254; on visit of Fren-h ^ 
Emperor, his reception, 257 ; visitof, to 
Paris, 261 ; visit s Thiers, and dines at 
tlie Tuilerios, 26.) ; conversation with 
Emperor, 265; pi-^tnre of Versailles, 
268 ; of St. Cloud, 270 ; severe com- 
ment of, on Lord Jit Russell’s revela- 
tions in the House, 272 ; Lord John’s 
conduct explained by, 288; at New- 
.‘•Ifcarket, adieu to the turf, 291 ; on 
Lord StafPley,‘^3 ; talk with Disraeli, 
Intimate, 294 ; on further peace nego- 
tiations, converses with Mr. C. 
Villieiii^ and I8ir (4. Lewis, 299, 300 ; 
on Palmerston’s arrogance towards 
Jtussia, ^06 ; on the poet Rogers, 
307 : convjj^es with iSir. G. C. Lewis 
•on the folly of the war, 309 ; dis- 
cusses peace proposals to Russia, 310 ; 

VOL, II, 


CUE 

on the faint hopes of peace, ii. - , 
confers with Sir G. C. Lewis, 3, 4 ; 
favoura,ble views of Russian' policy, 
5; confers with Lord ’Granville, 6; 
hopes of peace, 7 5 Ji^ussia’s ac- 
oeptaneo of terms explained by, 8, 
9 ; talk of, with Disraeli, on hU 
pros]iccts, 11; on life peerages, 15; 
on Peace (Amgpess at Paris, 1 7 ; on 
Sabbatarianism, 19; on Xars and 
Nicolaietf—with Sir G. Lewis- — 20; 
on blunders of Govornrnenl., 22 ; 
vi.sits I’aris, 23 ; his view of the 
negotiations, 24, 25 ; with Madame 
do Lii'ven, 2(5 ; at Tiiilorles, rtnd 
l^mpcror’s speech, 27 ; dines with 
W;ilew'ski, 27 ; ' confers with Tjoid 
Cowley oil Austrian policy, 28-29 ; 
on bitterness in J’'rench society, 29 ; 
confers with M. Thiers on necessity 
of pf*aeo, 31 ; on terms of peace ;ritli 
Russia, 33 ; confers with Graham — 
gloomy views — 40, 41 ; discussion of 
E. Ellice’s plan for new arrangement 
of Goveriimmit, 43 ; 6])inion of, on his 
ow'ii Journal, 44 ; on Sunday bands, 
46 ; conversation with Tiiackeray on 
Anierii’an enlistment question, 48; 
onAladame Ristori, 49 ; on O’Donriell 
and Espartero in Spain, 53 ; on fatal 
delay alter battle of Alma, 53; On 
our interference at Naples, 56 ; grow- 
ing intimacy between France and 
Russia, 57 ; on English Democracy, 
fi la Guizot, 57 ; on PTench intrigue 
w'ith Russia, 58-59 ; pressure on 
King Romba, 60 ; converse w'ith 
Lord Clarendon on Russllin intrigue, 
61 ; ifZ., on the Dolgrad question, 62 ; 
td., on Neapolitan atrocities, 63; 
on Coi-kburn’s lijipointmont. Lord 
Chief Jiisti(*e,,65 ; on the proposed 
Conference at Paris (a farce), 67 ; on 
Jjow' (Jhurch Bishops, 68; on state 
«f England after war, 72; on the 
NcnfcliAtcl dispute, 74; goes to hear 
Spurgeon preach, 83 ; on Palmerston 
and Disraeli, 85 ; on our relations with 
Francc-^^l^u Lord J. Russell’s and 
Mr^llffadstoTio’s opposition in the 
92, 93 ; on the pending dis- 
solution, 9 4 ; antagonism of, towards 
T*almcrston, 99; 6n the defeat of 
Bright, Cdliden, and Co., 105; broak- 
huJts with M. Fould at Lord Gran- 
ville’s, 110; on alarming condition of 
Indi.% 113; and perils of mutiny, 115; 
01 ^ 1 he life peerages, 121; attends 
Council at Balmoral, 122 ; con versa •« 
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tion with Lord Clarendon, on progress 
of mutiny, 124 ; on the Queen’s atten- 
tion to public business, 126 ; urges 
liOrd Palmerston and Granvilie to 
defend Lord Canning, 128 ; on diffi- 
culties of the OoTernment, and Lord 
J. Eussell’s position, 134 ; letter of, 
to Duke of Bedford urging Lord John 
to be patient, 135 ; on the East India 
Company and the Government, 136 ; 
on style of Queen’s speech, 137 ; on 
health of Lord Palmerston, 140 ; fears 
as to Lucknow, 143 ; on Crown jewels 
of Hanover, 148; on slave labour in 
French colonies, 150 ; enormous diffi- 
culties of Indian policy, 151 ; conver- 
sation with Clarendon on French feel- 
ing against; England, 158 ; on drow- 
siness of Ministers, 160; review of 
Palmerston crisis, 1 62 ; shows how t he 
catastrophe might have been a^^oided, 
169; political coincidences, 173; on 
the Derby Ministry, 175 ; meets the 
Duke d’Aumale, 178; on relations 
with France, 179; on Marshal Pclis- 
sier, 181 ; on Whigs and Perlites, 
181; possibility of union, 184; on 
the proposed resolutions for India 
Bill, 185; with Lord Cowley on rela- 
tions of France and England, 188; 
with Lord Derby on state of parties, 
190; visits Littlecote House, 192; on 
the Ellenborough debate, 196-97 ; on 
Palmerston’s diseomfiture, 109; at 
Norman Court, 201 ; confers with 
Brunuow on the llussian War, 206 ; 
on Lord John and Stanley, 209; on the 
Queen’s letter to the Prince of Wales, 
213; confers with (■Jarondon on , 
Conipi5gne visit, 215; on Napoleon’s j 
designs, 216; on electric telegraph 
(1859), 220; on general opposition 
to Austrian war, 224*; Lord (Jowloy’s 
mission, 225; on (hivoiir’s jjolicy, 
232-33 ; on Marliani, 239 ; on fears 
of war, 242 ; on treaclicry of ffrench 
Emperor. 244 ; resigns clerkship of 
Council, 245 ; doubts as to Lord 
John’s intonlions, on peace 

after Solforino, 259; visils^'"^land, 
264 ; on Irish National Educ^on, 
265 ; return to Lonchai, 268 ; on 
quarrel with tJliina, 269; on (’laren- 
don’s interview with the^uoen, 270 ; 
on French Emperor and tlie ‘ Times,’ 
274 ; on Disraeli’s commanding posi- 
tion, 276 ; on lUxliun affairs and 
French Emperor, 281-82 ; negotia- 
tion of French Commercial Treffity, 


LAN 

285 ; on Tory opposition to Eoform, 
288; on French Emperor’s mistake 
after Villafranca, 293 ; on Gladstone’s 
democratic opinions, 294 ; on French 
Emperor’s designs, 303.’ 306; on 
Senior’s Journals, 313 ; visits Buxton, 
313 ; close of his Journal, 316 
Grey, lit. Hon. Sir George, statement 
of, ii^ the House, on a cancelled 
appointment, i. 171 • 

Guards, the, retimi of, froiS Crimea, ii, 
50 

Guise, Duke of, death of, ii. 178 
«• 

H andel Concerts, the, at Crystal 
Palace, ii. 109 

Hardiuge, lit. Hon. Lord, struck with 
paralysis, ii. 50 

Havelock, General Sir H., heroism, 
peril of, at Lucknow, ii. 132; death 
of, 151 

Hayward, Mr., dinner at his Iiouse, 
political!, i. 6 

‘Herald, Morning,’ the, virulence of, 
against Prince Albert, i. 129, 130 


NCOME tax, the, curried, i. 61 
India, East, Company, charter of, 
expiring, Bill for future government 
of, passed (1853), i. 51; oppos'd by 
* Times,’ 52 ; difficulty of the ques- 
tion, 52; petition of, to Parliament, 
ii. 159-60; failure of Bill on, 182; 
the Bill withdrawn, 187 ; India Bill 
jjassed, in Commons, 205 ** 

Inkerman, battle of, i. 199 


“TEBVIS, L’t. Hon. Sir J., Chief 
U Justice, Common Pleas, death of 
(1856), ii. 65 « 

Jtwisli question, the, Lord Stanley’s 
Liberal vote thereon, i. 44 ; TDIs- 
raoli’s silence on, 44; Oaths Bill 
defeated, 161 ; Acquiesced in by the 
Lords, ii. 199 ; Bill passed, 205 


L ABOUCHERE, Kt. Hon. H., takes 
office under Palmerston as Colo- 
nial Secretary, i. 295 ^ ♦ 

Lancashire, distress in, ii. 139* 
Lansdowne, Rt. Hon. Marquis of, un- 
willingness to accept PiAmiership, 

. 2 ; letter of, to Ml.' C. Grevillo 
on Palmerston’s resignation, 114; 
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position of, at crisis, 115 ; Dukedom 
refused by, ii. 120 

Leopold, King of Belgians, his dcmMes 
with French Emperor, i. 102 
< Leviathan,’ afterwards ‘ Great Eastern,’ 
the, attempted launch of, ii. 128 
Lewis, Sir G. Cornewall, joins the Pal- 
merston Govommont as Chancellor 
of tho^Sxchcquer, i. 247 ; character of, 
ii. 84 ; oonversation of, on Gliulstone’s 
finance, 304 

Liberal party, divisions among, i. 1 ; 
hostility of Kadicals, 3 ; negotiations 
of, on Lord Derby’s resignation, 15, 
16 ; resentment against Lord J. 
Bussell, 167 ; meeting of, at Willis’s 
Booms, ii. 249 

Liddell V, Westerton, case of, ii. 88 ; 
judgment reversed by J’rivy Council, 
99 

Lieven, Madame de, on the Russian 
war, ii. 25 ; death of, 70 ; chaKieter 
of, 70-83 

Littlecott^ House, ii. 192 
Lords, House of, debate on Protection, 
and Lord Derby’s abandonment of 
it, i. 7; Lord Derby’s speech on the 
l>uke 7)f Wellington, 9 ; speech of 
Ivord Derby on Aberdeen Govern- 
ment, 18; Aberdeen’s .statement as 
Prime Minister, 25, 27 ; liord l)orby’s 
repudiation of Disraeli's Budget tac- 
tics, 33 ; Aberdeen questioned by 
Lord Derby, ridiculons setmo in 
House, 30; Duke of Argyll again-st 
Lord Elleiiborough, 40 ; debate on 
Clergy Reserves, 4 6 ; debate on 
Canada (Hej-gy Bill, majority for 
Oovernmeut, 61 : scene in House 
described by Mr. Gievillo, 01 ; 
debate on Legacy Duties, 65 ; 
sioii on Succes.'iori Duties Bill, 77 ; 
LokI Derby’s remark on, 77; lord 
Clarendon’s sj. ecch on Peace or War, 

; slashing speech of Lord Derby, 
132; Prince Albert vindicaied, 133; 
Lord Aberdeen’s^cclaration in favour 
of peace, 137 ; Clarendon’s speech in 
defence of Ministers, 149 ; debate on 
alleged secret correspondence with 
Russia, 14<:^ debate on the war. 
Lord Lyndhiirst’s speech, 160; Go- 
vernment majority on University 
Bil% 169 ; attack on Government 
policy by Lord Derby, 208 ; debate 
on Foreign Enlistment Bill, 208; 
Duke of^ewcastle’s defence, 234; 
Limitedoability Bill forced through 
the House, 280 ; the Queen’s Speech 


NAP , 

criticised by Lord Derb^, ii. 13; 
attack on Baron Parke’s life peerage, 
13 ; debate on life peerages, 16 ; id., 
21 ; debate on Maritime Lan^ 47 ; 
debate on China question, 91 ; attack 
of Lord Ellenborougli on Govern- 
ment at outbreak in India, 116 ; de- 
bate on the Divorce Bill, 118; Lord 
Derby’s speech as Prime Minister, 
172; Lord Lyndhurst’s speech on 
Jews Bill, 190 ; debate on LordEllen- 
borough, 196; debate on Jewish 
que.stion, Bill passed, 205 ; Lord 
Chancellor’s appointment of Lunacy 
Commissiouor rescinded, 22*2 ; speech 
of Lord Derby, 287 ; debate on Glad- 
stone’s Budget, and treaty, 298 ; de- 
bate on Paper Duties Bill, 311 

Lucknow, capture of, and relief, ii. 130 ; 
bud nows from, 142 

Ludolph, Count, Neapolitan Minister, 
attack of Palmerston on, ii. 309 

Lyiidhurst, R(. Hon. Lord, speech of, 
on the war, i. 166 ; speecli of, on the 
Jews Bill, ii. 190 


M acaulay, Rt. Hon. t. b., on 

Judges* lOxclnsion Bill, speech of, 
i. 66; new volumes of History of 
England, 305; broken health, 'id.\ 
retires from Parliament, ii. 11 ; made 
a peer, 120; death of, 278 
McNeill. (Sir John, 7'oport of, on suffer- 
ing of troops, ii. 16 

Marliaiii, an emissary from Oavour, ii, 
239 

Meerut, breaking out of Indian Mutiny 
at (May, 1857), ii. 112 
Molesworth, Rt. lion. Bir W,, death of, 
i. 292 

Monsell, Mr., Homan Catholic, difficul- 
ties in swearing liim in as a Privy 
Councillor, i. 255 

i^ontaloiribert, M., prosecution of, by 
Ii#})erial Government, li. 214 
‘Morning Post,’ the, violent article 
against Prussia, ii. 1 
Moustie^lill^de, conversation of, with 
EM[0^n^mi)cror, ii. 305 

the Indian, progress of, ii. 121 ; 
day of humiliation for, 122; roin- 
forcemeute for India, 3 24; exagge- 
rated accounts of cruelties, &c., 136 ; 
defeat of Windham, 150 


T^APIER, Admiral Sir Chas., dinner 
Lx to, on his appointment to com- 
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maud Baltic fleet, i. 145; unpopu- 
larity of, on account of inactivity, 187 
Napoleon III., Emperor of the French, 
comment on, by M. de Flaliault, 
i. 31 ; story of his marriage told 
by Lord Clarendon, 37, 38 ; details 
of, by Lord Cowley, 39 ; opinion of 
II. M. the Queen 40, 41 ; friendly 
dispo.siti()n of, towards England, 49 ; 
increasing unpopularity of, in France, 
67 ; professed desire of, for peaceful 
solution, 85 ; letter of, to Duchess 
of Hamilton, 86 ; supi) 0 sed intrigue 
of, with Russia, 86 ; assurances of liis 
adherenco to English policy, 90; 
libellous puhlicutious against (Bel- 
gium), 1 02 ; sends Baraguay d’Hil- 
liers to Constantinople, 103 ; reluctant 
to go to war, 131 ; said to have insti- 
gated newspaper attacks on I’rince 
Albert, 134; autograph letter of, to 
Erni[>eror Nicolas, 137 ; invited hy 
Prince Albert to Windsor, 184; con- 
versation of, wuth the Prince, 186; 
A’isil of, to London, 250; deehira- 
tion of strong adherence to Eng- 
land, 313; speech of, to Imperial 
Guard, against Prussia, ii. 2 ; yields 
to Russian infiiicneo at Paris Con- 
gress, 23 ; birth tif Prince Imperial, 
;U ; visit of, with Empress, to Os- 
borne, 118; attempted a ssassinati(» 
of, 152; threatened invasion of 
England, 158; effect of Orsini at- 
tempt on, 161 ; sp(‘e(‘h (jf, to Baron 
Hubner, 217; prevarication, 220; 
siippose<l tenderness of, 262 ; letter 
of, to Kii|^ of Sai-dinia, 273; Con- 
gress proposed by, 277 ; pamphlet 
of, on the Poj>e and tin* Congress, 
283 ; secret planning of Commercial 
Treaty, 2S8 ; annexation of Savoy 
and Nice by, 296 ;• distrusted by 
Palmerston, 303 

Nesselrode, letter to, from Lonl (Claren- 
don, i. 77 ; I'acific Note of, to jluol, 
100; anecdote of, 194; Esterhazy's 
Not-e to, on Austrian proposal of 
peace, ii. 1 c ^ 

Newcastle, the Duke of, hifrhiv,^terial 
capacity, i. 218, 219, 228 ; 
hirnselt in House against Lord .1. 
Rus.sell, 234 

‘Newport,’ the, case of, before Judicial 
Committee, ii. 145 • 

Normunby, Rt. Hon. Marquis of, his 
‘Year of Revolution’ taken up by 
Lord Brougham, ii. 146; bool^ re- 
futed, 147 • 


PAL 

O LMUTZ, conference at, i. 92 

Orloff*, Count, mission of, to Vienna, 
i. 131 ; his view of the war, at Paris, 
ii. 24 


P ALMER, murderer of Cook, con- 
victed, ii. 46 • 

Palnjers*fcon, Rt. TIon. Viscount, popu- 
larity of, in the House Ct>mrnons, 
i. 3; position in the country, 15; 
foreign opinion of, 15; after Dis- 
raeli’s Budget declines olfer of 
the Admiralt}^, 21 ; agrees to join 
the Government, Jforne CtEce, 23 ; 

I si)ecch at Tiverton, 28 ; hatred of 
I Russia, 55 ; more vigorous policy 
I urged hy, 74 ; eager lor war, 75; 
friendly relations of, ■t^ith Cdaren- 
don, 78 ; attack of, on Cobden, 80 ; 
court4*d hy Tories, 82 ; goes to Bal- 
moral, 87 ; views of, on declaration 
of war by Turkey, 93 ; lauded by 
Ibulicals and Tories, 94 ; anecdote 
of, told by the Queen, 106 ; It'ller of, 
to Rufsell, denouncing reform, 107; 
threatens to secede from (i«.'ornmont, 
110; resigns on the Reform sehemo, 
111; efli’ects of resigna < ion, 112; con- 
ciliatory overtures to, 114; M'ith- 
draws resignation, 118; urges tho 
marriage of Prince Napoleon to J’rin- 
coss Mary of Cambridge, 13.3; op- 
poses liord .1. Jlussell’s Reform Bill, 
111; amidst divisions of Cabinet 
offers to resign, 152 ; mi^re in favour^ 
at Court, 220; sent fur by the Queen, 
forms a Government, 238 ; list of his 
Ministr^^ 224 ; liis prospects, 240 ; 
spcei-h in House, 2-12 ; difficulties of, 
in fomiing Governnaml, 249 ; and 
mistakes, 250; bluster in the ‘Morn- 
ing Post,’ 303 ; stringent terms pro- 
posed hj', against Russia. 304 ; de- 
fends Sunday hands, li. 46 ; ^lis- 
failing strengtli, 85 ; speech at Man- 
sion House, 98 ;*’popnlarity of, 99 ; 
j Tiverton address, 100; his success 
I iu tJie House, 109 ; his pruposed Bill 
I for diijsolution Of E4 m(' India Com- 
i pany, 144; his decreasing energy ^ 

' 1 60 ; resignation of,’ 162 ; catastrophe 

unexpected, 166; amendments milndia# 
Bill defeated, 202 ; visits Compiegne* 
with Lord Clarendon, 216 ; forq^s 
second Admiiiistnition, 253 ;^istrust9‘ 
Napoleon, 303 ;^attack'W, on Nea- 
I pohtaii Minister, 309 
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Palmerston, Lady, interriow with, on 
resignation of her husband, i. 115 
Parliament, meeting of (1854): recep- 
tion of the Quc('ii ; defence of Prince 
Albert by Lord J. Pusscll, i. 138; 
specially euiuiiionod in December 
1854, 202; meeting of, after peace, 
ii. 11 ; close of session, 51 ; dissolved, 
9G ; meeting of, lOG; opi^iing of, 
139; sestfion opens, 2S7 
Peelites, altTrudcof, on Queen’s Speech, 

i. G ; eagerness for office, 25 ; refuse 

to join Lord Palmerston's Govern- 
ment, 237 ; refuse to join Lortl 
Derby, ii, 105 • 

Peel, Sir Ji,(d)ert, lecture of, on tho 
Czar’s coronation, ii. 74 
Peerage, tlio AVeush’ydalc, debate on, 

ii. 11 

Pelissier, TNTarshal, Ambassador at 
London, ii. 181 

Portsmouth, grand na^al review at, i, 
SO 

Princess Poyal, the marriage of, ii. 
15G 

Protection, abandojinu'ut of, by Lord 
Derby, i. 7 ; his s}>e(‘eli thereon, 7 
J’russia, lAig of, j)i‘ivate h-tler of, to 
Emperor Nieolas. towards ]>eace, ii. 
7; quanvl of. "VAith SwitzerJand, as 
to sovereign rights, 73 


Q UAirrEL’LT KEVIl’AV, the, artiele 
in, b}^ Mr. Gladstone, ii. 190; 
editor of, on Tory Jlefonn Dill, 213 


ADTCAL party, the, ajiprovo of 
Lord J. liiisseirs Keform Bill, and 
his course, i. 143 : hatred of, agains' .< 
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